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Built in 1888 by Charles Robertson Hzndford (1842-19113, 
the  house at 658 E s s t  B o s w e l l  Street in Batesville is t h e  

. m i r r o r  image of the house directly. across t he  ,street. T h e  
house at 653 East B o s w e l l  was cons t ruc ted  at the same t i m e  
by C. R. Handford" younger bro ther ,  James StanLey. As 
t w i n  houses t h e  t w o  are unique in Batesville, 

The Handford brothers  were p r o m i n e n t  members of the  business 
community in late 19th cen tu ry  Batesville. Their principle 
business was lumber, but they were a lso  involxred in a stone 
quarry, lime manufac tu re ,  wholesale groceries,  and banking, 
Each of.the t w f n  houses on B o s w e l l  Street reflects the 
l i festyle  of a successful businessman in late nineteenth 
c e n t u r y  nor theast  Arkansas, 

Charles R, Handford was born in 1842 and reared in 
P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  Pennsy lvan ia .  About 1857  he moved with h i s  
family to Kansas, where he s p e n t  several years w3rking 
in lumber and a g r i c u l t u r e .  In 1862 he enlisted in company' A, 
Sixth Kansas Cavalry, and served in t h e  Union army through- 
out the Civil War. 

Following the w a r ,  Handfo rd  m e t  and married Sarah Ellen 
Brown in Dubuque, Iowa. In 1872 they moved to Arkansas 
where t h e y  hornsteaded timber l a n d s  at Alexander, s o u t h  of 
Little Rock. Handford began supplying f i rewood to railroads 
operating in t h e  area. 

By 1876 Charles IEa,rdfordrs Lumber business had expanded 
grea t ly ,  and h i s  yaunger b r o t h e r s ,  Joe and Stanley, mclved 
to Arkansas to ass is t  in the opera t ion .  In 1882, Charles 
Handford began scouting southern Missouri and northern 
Arkansas to find a better l oca t i on  for his growing business. 
A f t e r  choosing Batesville, A-rkansas as t h e  best  .area in 
which to establish a cedar yard ,  C. R, Handford rn~ved his 
lumber business there in 18S4, His choice was excellent 
and business was q u i t e  p r o f i t a b l e .  A contemporary adv2r- 
t i s e r n e n k  offered "Xaun ta in  red cedar, t e l eg raph  poles, 
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railway piling and s p l i t  fence posts, .and oak, yellow pine, ' 
walnu t  and cottonwood lumber!' from C. R. Handford and  
Comyany. B u s i n e s s  in Batesville continued to prosper as 
the Handford Company supp l i ed  great q ~ a n t i t i e s  of piling, 

considered wealthy 5n n o r t h e a s t  Arkansas in the late 19th 
century. 

See narninat ion of J. S .  Handford-Schooler House 

I poles and fence posts to the St, Louis ,  -Iron Mountain, and 
Sou the rn  R a i l r o a d  and t h e  C o t t o n  B e l t  R a i l r o a d .  

I n  1888 charleg H a n d f ~ r d  built t h e  house at 658 East mswell 
f o r  his l a rge  family. The 23 storey frame hotl.se was destgned 
in a simplified ' Q ~ e e n - A ~ n e  Vic to r i an  style. The p r o s p e r i t y  

- of the Handford f~mily was reflected in their home. .Dis- 
tinctive i n t e r i o r  features include brass  hardware, o rna t e  
p l a s t e r  molding in t h e  e n t r y  h a l l  and  d i n i n g  rmm, and a . 
h i g h l y  decorative mantle-piece in t h e  front p a r l o r .  T h e  
house is in excellent c o n d i t i o n ,  and has changed very l i t t l e  
since it was c o n s t r u c t e d .  

T h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of the C. I?. Wandford House l i e s  in several  
areas, Architecturally, it is a good exemple of a modest 
Queen  Anne V i c t 7 r i z n  house, 2 style rare in Batesville, The 
almost  ident ica l  J. 5, Handford Eouse,  l~cated directly 
opp~site, makes t h i s  p a i r  of l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  s t r u c t u r e s  u n i q u e  
in the  Batesville area, Additionally, t h e  C. 3. H a n d f j r d  
House illust~ates t h e  living accomodatf-ns of a family 
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Anthony S ,  R i d d l e .  . and Dianna Ki rk .  Historian 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N  PATE 

CODE 

Arkansas Hlstorlc P r e s e r v a t i o n  Proqram 
S T R E E T  A N D  NUMBER: 

"The Old S t a t e  House" 300 West M a r k p  
C I T Y  an T O W M ~  S T A T E  1 CODE 

C O U U T Y  . . 

Arkansas - 1 05 
f12.: STATE LIAISON OFFICERX f ; . . N'ATIOMAL REGtSTER VERIFFCATlbN ?, 

I i 

EOOE , 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 
tlonai H i s t o r i c  Presetvation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-6651. 1 hereby nominate thls  property lor inclusion 
in the Nat ional  Register and certify that it has been 
pvaluated accotdhq to  the c-iteria snd procebres set 

forth by the Nations 1 Park Servtce. 'Ihe reconmended 

level  of signifies nce of this nomimation is: 

National State Loca l  a 

l am E. Hencerson l 

I hereby certify that this pr8Wrty is included in the 

Nationa1 Register. 

- .  
4 ,  . 

nirecror, Office of Archsoroap and H i 8 ~ d c  Prsserratian 

~i~~~ State H i s t o r i c  Preservat ion 
O f f i c e r  I Kceper of Tka Natlmrl Registrr 

Date December 10, 1974 I 
\ * U.5. GOV'ERYMEHT PRlHflHG OFFICE : 1973-729-147/1402 3-1 
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