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1. Name of Property 
hrstanc name rile Wheel Store 
othernamssfsitenumbr Batesville Help and Hope 
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6. Fumtlon or Use 
Histor~c Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Social  Ekering Hall Corrmerce Jkpartment Store 
ComrcelOr~anizat ional  
C o m c e / D e p a r m n t  Store 

7. Description 
Areh~rec:ural Classification Materials (enter categories Itom instructions) 
(enter categories from ~nstnrctions) 

foundallon 5 t w ~ a n d ~ t m  
Late 19th and 20th Century R e y i d s  walls stone / sands tone 
Other: Vernacular Comnercial 

asphalt 
other 

Describe present and hislwic physical appearance. 

The Wheel Store is a simple, unornamented, two-story masonry structure of rectangular 
plan. Its bare simplicity k l i e s  its importance as a store and meeting place for one 
of the most socially and politically active agrarian reform societies i n  Arkansas i n  
the late nineteenth century. 

The Wheel Store is a sectangular, two-story ashlar-faced sandstone conmercial 
s tructwe, originally bui l t  to house the store and meeting hall of Ihe Agricultural. 
Wheel, an agrarian reform organization. Jt is built u p  a sandstone foundation, and 
covered with a single plane asphalt shingle roof that s l o p s  from west to east, endmg 
i n  a boxed woden cornice projecting over the eastern elevation. The northern or f ront  
facade has two wooden one-over-one double-hung sash ~ n d w s  placed syrrmetrically over 
the central, first story entrance. To either side of the entrance are two storefront 
window o-ngs, now partially filled, each of which original ly  contained a single 
rectangular wmdow above w i t h  a larger rectangular window below. The western elevation 
has three windows on the second floor, a two-over-one sash to the north, and two one- 
over-one sash windm irregularly-spaced to the south. The first story is relieved 
only by an entry, o r i g u d l y  composed of a single-pe transom and doorway, and nov 
altered i n t o  a transom and pair of short windows below. The c h e y ,  set back slightly 
upon the roof, is also visible from this elevation. The southern elevation reveals the 
slanted roof, a slngle central attic vent, two evenly-spced windows on the second 
story (one of two-0%-er-two double !mng sash, the other of one-over-one), and s f i r s t  
story w i t h  a freight door to the west ,  nm- filled and converted to an entry with a 
triple-pane transom above, and a grouped pair of small rectangular windows t o  the east. 
The eastern elevation features twa entries on the second floor, now connected by a 
c o m n  fire escape but *ch origvlally provided external access to the second flour 
meeting room, with a single central one-over-one t r o d  sash Kindow. A l l  origindl wall 
openings are constmcted with smooth-faced scone sills and lintels, and the front 
prapet roof is finished with a thin course of stone coping. The entire building has 
been painted white. 

mough the interior spaces have been altered and several of the ~ n d o w s  replaced or 
f i l l ed ,  the exterior has not k e n  altered significantly. 

See continuation sheet 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certtfy~ng otf~clal has consrdered the significanm of this property in relatim to Other properties: 

nationally ]X_1 statewide locally 

Applicable National Registar Criteria A B 1 c D 

Cribria Considerations (Exceptions) UA B 1 c D I€ F G]G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Social P i s  tory 
Micd Lure 
Economics 
~ o l i ~ i c s l G o v e ~ t  

Period of Significance Significant Dates 
188 7-1394 

Cultural APfiliation 
NIA 

Significant Person 
W I 5  

ArcKitectlBuilder 
Independence County Wheel Cooperative 
Associa tion 

State significance of property, and juslify criteria, crlteria considaraticrns, and arsas and p r i o d s  of significance rmted aMve. 
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Significance 

The Wheel Store  as built on land bought by the county cooperative arm of the 
.%gricultural Kbeel, a post-Civil War agrarian reform organization composed of farmers, 
sharecroppers and ordinary lower-class laborers from many trades. Built by t h i s  
organization's local chapter, it originally housed a cooperative store on the first 
floor and a meetins h a l l  above. It stands as a monument to t h e  most act ive  and 
s i g ~ i f i e a n t  farmer movement oriqinating in Arkansas, 

Elaboration 

The klheel Store 's  simple, unornamented aspect belies its orisinal f u n c t i c n  as an 
izportant local gathering place, where it served as both a farmer's cooperative store 
and organizational c m t e r .  Hovever, even szich an apprecia~ion fai:s to consider f u l l y  
t h e  impact of t h e  Agricultural Kheel on the history of aqrarian reform in Arkansas. 

The Agricultural wheel--the name came from both Biblical refererces and French 
physiocratic philosophy t h a t  declared asjriculture the great controlling xheel of the 
world eeonony- as one of se-,-eral farmers' alliances that  arose in respoxse to a 
number of economic snd p o l i t i c a l  conditions par t i cu la r  to the post-Civil kar South. 
Tllough t h e  circvnstances at t h e  r o o t  of h i s  condition xese far more complex than he 
realized, t h e  average farmer perceived himself as t h e  victim of a number of predatory 
forces t h a t  sough t  t o  caploit his t o i l .  He received p r i ces  for  h i s  crops t h a t  k*re, st 
b e s t ,  variable and unpredictable and, a t  xorst, be lo^ his costs .  He required modern 
tools, equipment and farm supplies t o  compete in an economy made national 5:: rsilraad 
expansion b u t  xas required to pay at ra tes  t h a t  xere excessive relative to his income. 
vhen  he tried t o  borrou cash, these vere f e u ,  i f  any, Lccal banks to ]+ad it to him, 
and uhen he attempted to trade ~ i t h  merchants on credit, he &as either charged 
exorbitant i n t e r e s t  or forced to grant t h e  merchant a lien on t?:e expected crop. In 
the meantime, he watched a national government openkg aid various business monopoiies 
--especially the railroads--in obtaining zenerous financins t h r o u g h  t h e  n e k  ~ational 
banks and cheap prices on ~ a s t  t r a c t s  of  government  o ~ n e d  land--the same railroad 
monopolies that okercharged him for shipping h i s  crops. On t h e  loca l  level ,  he ~ 3 %  no 
improvement in h i s  condition after t h e  end of Reconstruction, *hen t h e  Cmocratic 
Party regained control from t h e  Republicans i n  t h e  South. P o ~ e r f u P  politicizns 
manipulated the  system for the gain of a fek-, corruption &as ccmmon and no one seemed 
t o  have t h e  Farmer's interes ts  a t  hear t ,  Various taxes vere levied on crops, farm 
p r o p e r t y  was ~ i d e l y  confiscated for non-pa:-ment cf t a s e s ,  and no l e g i s l a t i o n  offered 
a n y  re l ief .  Saturallp, t h e  Southern farmers' ok-n igncrsnce o f  sound rlusbsnJr?- 
techniques and the uisdom of diversified crop production amidst fluctuatin5 p r i c e s  fo r  
cotton; their  racism, v h i c h  made them averse to performing vork previausl;- associstcd 
x i t h  slaves; and the  ultimate fallacy, stubb~rnly embraced, that the  raw materials 
t h e r  exported could ever command prices sufficient to pay  for the f i n i s h d  2roducts 
they imported for their l i f e  and work contributed heavily to t h e i r  ccnstant debt and 
despair. P * t  they sought  t he i r  solutions elsehbere. 
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The f i r s t  such farmers' organization was t h e  Patrons of Husbandry, later known as 
t h e  Grange. This group gre& o u t  of  the in t ere s t  of President Andrew Jackson, u h o  i n  
1867 sent a clerk from t h e  Asricultural Bureau, Oliver Hudson Kelley, to v i s i t  t h e  
South and return ~ i t h  suqgestions on how t o  h e l p  its almost exclusively agrarian 
economy recorer from t h e  devastation of the Civil War. Eelley proposed t h e  
organization of an educational and social organization that  vould promote the  sharing 
of efficient farming techniques and t h e  brotherhood of shared purpose. The Grange uas 
quite popular at f i rs t ,  built around a nationuide n e t ~ o r k  of local c h s p t 5 r s  and 
boastin3 a large membership by the early 1670s. By the p a n i c  of 1 8 7 3 ,  h o w r e r ,  its 
emphasis on non-political cooperation and t h e  c rea t ion  of a r u r a l  farmer's n e t ~ o t k  f o r  
humanitarian and social purposes seemed t i m i d  and unrealistic to farmers ~ h o  sax crop 
pr ices  plumrn*t amid continued industrial grov th  and who, t h e r e f ~ r e ,  demanded s t r ong  
p~litical activity to f u r t h e r  their more ambitious goals. The Grange d i d  beccme more 
~clitically involved b u t  failed t o  u i n  any significant victories on t h e  state Jr  local  
level and f a rmer  involrement d v i n d l e d  by 1875. 

Yet t h e  Grange had awakened the  Southern farmer t o  t he  Pact  t h a t  ect:s,omic 
lesislaticn vas of use to t h e  ccmmon man, and not 1 "soulless" corporations. 
Bethew 1 8 7 5  and 1882 other aqrarian and labor reForm groups s u c h  as the  Greenb.-.;kers 
prupcsed various econcmic platforms arid pursued p o l i t i c a l  a l t e r n a t i v e s  fo r  r e l i e f .  
>lost o f  these  movements &ere  ephemeral, houever, and a f t e r  o n l y  a f e ~  years e i ther  
j o i n e d  forces  sith another group of shared interests or faded ~ u t  altogether. 

By I882 t h e  c~nditions khich had encouraged t h e  g r c u t h  of such 0~2anizations SsJ 
not  abated and had even worsened. Conseguectly, farmer dissatisfsction remained and a 
feK farmers i n  eastern Xrkansas responded by founding ;he .4$ricultural xte+l. I t s  
hcab lc  beginnings ozcgrred on t h e  cight of February 1 5 ,  1882, in a log schoolhouse 
e i g h t  miles southwest  cP Des Arc, Arkansas  (Pra i r ie  County3 , and k-ith b u t  n i n e  
prospective members in attendance.  Here  they formed c h a t  they called t h e  Fattensas 
Farmers C l u b ,  la ter  to be renamed t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  \-heel, B u t  uithout any experience 
at orqanizinq o r  administering such a group, these local farmers possessed no t  even an 
agenda nor any plans for  3 0 w  to go about so l \ - in3  t h e i r  common p r o b l m s .  So the>- s i n p l y  
e lected  officers and agreed to meet again. 

The fact that such men were able to  espand the membership from seven t o  500 i n  a 
single :year attests to t h e  degree t o  which their f e l i o ~  Arkansas farmers s h a r e d  t > . ~ i s  
concerns. Tt bas by t h i s  time t h a t ,  of necessity, a more formal organization Segsn t o  
develop ard a s ta te- lere l  administration was established, k n w n  as the State k : ~ e e l .  
T h i s  prcvided fur  an a n n u a l  meeting of a l l  t h e  subordinate (local) c!~apturs  a:ld f o r  a 
s la te  of officers t h a t  provided stateuide leadership. A t  t h e  Sta te  Vheel meeting of 
t h e  folrovinq year, t he r e  was developed a resolution to prohibit the as2anizatijn cf 
l ~ c a l  &heels xithin t he  limits of any incorporated town, a messure adopted  in par: 
from the lessons learned d u r i n g  the rise and Fail of the Grange. The G r u r . 5 ~  had been 
undiscriminating in its  embers ship policies, hence alloking many of  cont ra ry  interests 
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to subvert its energy and qoals, The Kheel leadership uanted to restrict membership to 
the lower-class rural farmer and laborer so as to c o n t i n u e  t o  represent their 
interests. And until 1888, vhen they were assisted in assembling their own separate 
Wheel, blacks were a l s o  excluded from membership. 

Amon9 those  t h a t  t h e  khee l  membership sought to  exclude vere the editors of a 
press that  as k n o ~ n  to be strongly allied uith the state's Democratic P a r t y ,  t h e  vesF 
part:- t h a t  ues seen as at least partially responsible for the farmers' condition. The 
Lheelers instead established t h e i r  ovn neuspapers, such as the Clarksville L a b ~ r ~ r ' ~  
Heraid and t h e  C a b t  Wheel, or endorsed existing papers  that Kere sympathetic t o  their 
cause. This 3ave the local Kheel membership an unbiased community i o i c e ,  a fasum f o r  
exchanging news and opinions, and an opportunity to advertise t he i r  o m  r a p i d l y  
grovinq enterprises. 

The year of 1884 saw the first at tempts  by Kheelers to take con t ro l  of t h e i r  
farminq costs through the establis3ment of Wheel cooperative s t o r e s  and direc t  
purchasinz agreements v i t h  manufacturers. Such enterprises also provided a means t o  
secure sreater c o n t r ~ l  over t h e  marketing oS their own products. Early cooperative 
s tores  are  knoun to have existed in b o t h  Van Buren and Corning, .4rkans2s. The %hee l  
Store in Eatesville aas established in 1887, and by 1888 these efforts had resulted in 
state business exchanges, cooperative stores, tobzcco  areh houses and various marketing 
associations. 

One of the l eas t  well-known attempts on t h e  part of the &heel to take direct 
c o n t r o l  of their economic circumstances occurred in 1889, uhen those members involved 
in tobacco production advocated the establishment of a tobacco "trust." This xas to 
take the  form o f  a central  facility uhere a l l  harvested tobacco uould be  stored, an 
arrangement uhich w u l d  allow t h e  farmers to control storage co~ditisns, ~ u a l i t y  and 
measurement and t o  collectivelp borrow money against t h e  v a l u e  of the s to red  tobacco, 
Furthermore,  the tobacco farmers sought to con t ro l  tobacco prices by encoura2inq all 
tobacco Farmers to  abstain from p l a n t i n q  tobacco in 1889, an e v e n t  which, had i t  
occurred, ~ o u l d  have greatly driven up t h e  p r i c e  on t h e  tobacco s t ~ r e d  in the t r u s t .  
Toward t h i s  end, they attempted to organize all tobacco qrouing Yheel members 
throughout the region { t h e  Kheel had expanded in to  severa l  Southern s ta tes  by t h i s  
time). Yo record remains as to why this effort never materialized, but i t  indicates an 
ambitious i f  some~hat  cont rad ic tory  e f f o r t  to turn a segment of t h e  ;conomy in t h e i r  
fayor throuqh t h e  establishment of one of the rerp monopolies they  detested. 

In the meantime, the kheel continued the  practice s tarted  by t h e  Grar.ge of 
sponsor ing  a variety of recreational, social and educational prug-rams f u r  the purpose 
of raising the  consciousness of the heretofore isolated and pruvincisl farmer adding 
"moral" lec tures  and soc ia l  e v e n t s  to t h e  typical husbandry nek-s arrd advice. Through 
such events the uheel provided relief from th* monotonous routi l l? of t o i l  and all;ked 
its members to fcrm friendships and t o  share esperiences. 
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Between 1884 and 1885 t h e  Wheel began t h e  phenomenal growth that would continue 
until 1888. By 1885, the Wheel had 3roun to approximately 10,000 members, t h e  lzrgest 
portion of which coming from Arkansas, but now also including members *ho belonged to 
Kheels i n  Tennessee, Mississippi and Yissouri. The membership uould continue t o  grow 
in Arkansas and beyond, reaching a total membership of over 500,000 across the South 
and 75,000 in Arkansas b5- 1888. However, a part icu lar ly  si~nificant addi t ion  to t h e  
membership occurred in 1885,  uhen another farmer's group, centered in north~estern 
-4rkansas and cal led  the Brothers of Freedom, jo ined uith t h e  h'heel, adding 10,000 
members t o  its ranks. The Brothers of Freedom had formed at t h e  same t i m e  as t h e  
.Agricultural kheel but  had adopted a more activist platform, one Less based upon a 
ronantic dream of r e t u r n i n g  t o  a pure agrarian i d y l l  than cn coping s u c c e s s f u l l y  w i t h  
t h e  exigencies of an industrial economy. They hsd also realized early on t 3 a t  the 
logical extension of t h e i r  ~ ~ h i l o s o p h y  of self-help was political participation, k-hich 
meant vigilant monitoring of  local and s ta te  Democratic candidates and the nomination 
of t he i r  svn candidates i f  t h e  Democrats uere unsatisfactory. The political activism 
of t h e  Brothers o f  Freedom infused t h e  :heel ~ i t h  a political consciausness and 
dedication to political solutions that it had not possessed previously. 

This is n o t  t o  say t h a t  t h e  Arkansas Kheel membership had been completely 
obli~ious to politics before 1835. In Fact, a considerable furor arose before the 
elections of 1884 (which was also  a presidential election year) due t o  t h e  alarm f e l t  
by s t a t e  Democrats when the Republicans attempted unsuccessfullp to forge  an alliance 
k i t h  t h e  S t a t e  Khecl during its annual summer meeting. The Republicans had apprca ihf ld  
t he  Kheel members in t h e  f i rs t  place,  h o ~ e v e r ,  because the>- knew t h a t  t h e  h-heelers 
were considerinq entering candidates of their own into several county e l e c t i o n s  around 
t h e  t i t a t e ,  x h i c h  they d i d .  The Democratic par ty  and Dem~crat-infli~enced press railed 
against direct political involvement by any farmer's groups, alleging Fi*p~; t l ican  
subterfuge t o  impcgn their sincerity, and rural ignorance to  impugn the i r  ability. 
A f t e r  t h e  election, when t h e  Wheel candidates achieved o n l y  moderate success the 
Democrats quickly became more supportive. Yet ,  i t  was inevitable that t h i s  coalition 
cith the  Brothers of Freedom would reinforce and encourage t h i s  trend touard 
nomiasting t h e i r  own candidates f o r  public office rather than c a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  
Democratic p a r t y  to address the farrners~oonerns.  

The Wheel's f i n e s t  hour came during t h e  election of 1888, Thocgh t h e  Cnion Labor 
Party Gas t h e  o f f i c i a l  name of the political group t h a t  sought t o  challenge the 
Democrats '- +%e l oca l ,  state and natianal e l ec t ions ,  several i n f l u e n t i a l  Kheelers 
=ere acti its leadership. The Union Labor Party nominated C.Y .  Suruood, a fcrrn2r 
Con federa iier and s t a t e  senator, f o r  governor. The Republicans met next and 
agreed no  omi in ate a candidate of their o m ,  endorsing Sorwod instead. This 
decision lent 50,000 more votes to the Union Labor Party candidate. The Democrats 
nominated a planter from Lcnoke, James P, Eagle, as t h e i r  candidate fo r  governor. The 
Democrats accused t h e  Republicans of trginq t o  use the  dissatisfaction of the 
kheelers, most of khom had traditionally been Democrats, to f u r t h e r  their oLn 
political agenda. The Kheelers themselves uere Caced uith t h e  difficult chcice of 
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backing the Democrats, k h o  they distrusted, or the Republican-endorsed Union Labor 
Party candidate, c h o  t h e  Democrats d i d  their best  to associate ~ i t h  Reconstruction and 
RepuSlican blacks. Amidst allegations of rampant election fraud, t h e  Democratic 
candidate uon by approximately 13,000 votes, a small amount considering the tremendous 
voter t u r n o u t .  Several Cnion Labor Party candidates uere elected to the State 
legislature, ho~ever, and t ~ a  were eventually seated in Conqress ( a f t e r  investiqatlons 
of election fraud reversed t h e  original v o t e  counts). Regardless of the results, the 
political clout of the .4gricultural Wheel had been established, as evidenzed by t h e  
a t tempts  of the  Democratic Par ty  to court it, and neccr again would the Democrats 
ignore the farmers' qrievances as l ong  as they continued to voice  them. 'Ihe farmers 
kho vere elected to t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  made the i r  awn presence felt t h r o u g h  such 
victories as the repeal of mortga%e legislation that had vexed t h e  farmers for  years 
and f o r  which they had long sought r e l i e f .  

In 1888, the Kheel merged with a n o t h e r  Southern  reform organization, t h e  Sational 
Farmers' 41 1 i snce and Cooperative Union, later on to become the Sational Farmers' 
Alliance and I n d u s t r i a l  Union ( S F A & I U ) ,  and its membership con t  inurd t o  exert 
i n f l u e n c e  through t h a t  organization. The SFAQIf Kas absorbed b~ the national Populist 
Party in the 1590s. The Populists represented the most cs2a:lized and effective 
incarnation of t h e  various earlier reform motemenLs until t h a t  time. The? reached 
their zenith d u r i n g  t h e  1896 elections, khere t h e y  gained several l oca l ,  state and 
Congressional seats  around t h e  nation b u t  lost a close presidential election tha t  
devastated an already Factious part:-. 

respite its nail-ete and l imited success,  t h e  .4gricultural xheel r e m a i r s  .lrkansss' 
most significant contri5u=ion to the agrarian and l a b o r  reform ma-tements t h a t  s k e ~ t  
across the country during the last quarter of t h e  13th centur:.. 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

L o t  I of block 10, Maxfield's Southern Addition, Ratesville, Arkansas. 
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Boundary Justit'iation 

This lot includes a l l  property historically associated with tMs resource. 
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