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-- 
DESCRlilE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE I 

I 
=he 1.iorrison P lanta t ion  Smokehouse was constructed ca. 1854 a s  part of a 
s.ince razed plantation complex. The building plan is a perfect  hexagon. :_ .' 
Ine exterior bearing walls (there are no interior partitions) are of 
native stone randomly .laid'. The eight-planed hip roof is capped by a 
q&14t louvered on two elevations (north and sou+h) to fomi a smoke 
exhaust . 
Thk. roof framing s y s t e m  is supported by t w o  large wood beams sprir-ging .. 4 

groin *.@ stone wall at the eave height. Thssa beams are at a right angle 
to t h e  ridge line of the gablet. From.lowez on t h e  walls and at a rig>t anqle  
t;7 the  support5.n~~ beams are an i d e n t i c a l  s e t  of beans evidently for hanging 
E~odstzlf  f s , to snake. 

m e  only entrance is b.1 a l o w  (five feet ten inches) but w i d e  {four feet six 
i i ~ c h e s )  door on the w e s t  elevation.   he door is made of a double th ickness  
cf eiagaaal. wood planks with a peripheral wow3 fxam2, 

The smokehouse has suffered f e w  a l t e ra t ions  through tlte'years. The original 
wood shingled roof has been replaesd by galvanized, camgated sheet iron 
and a ccficrete floor has been p ~ u r e d  over the original one of packed d i r t -  

. . 

The old smkehouse-stands now to t h e  rear of 6 l a t e r  dtvellingp i t s  unusual . r 
~ 3 x 1  shape and silhouette fom a sharp contrast w i t h  kke simpler,nore 
m d e m  of t h e  house, 

-. . 
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The Horsison Plantation Smokehouse is the last structure surviving fron 
a large, ante-bellum plantation cbmplex dovelopd by Daniel Nomison. 
Built ca. lfi54, the hexagonal-shaped, rock smokehouse is also an i r n ~ r t a n l ' ,  
example of m n t a t i o n  architectuxe. 

Eanie3. l.Jofrison, a rative. of Georgia, acquired huge' sections, mount ing  
to over' GO, 090 acres, of the south-central Arkai-tsas wilderness i.n t h e  
mid-19th century. Morrison was a slave owner and csed black l a h r  to 
clear a 300 acre t ract  on Water Wllon Island, at t h a t  t h e .  a l a r ~ e  land 
mss surrounded by the Ouachita P j v e r  and a tributary slough. On t h i s  
c s r ~ t e  I-!!!brrison supervised slaves in the const ruct ion of a frame, fova- 
m o m ,  central hal l ,  Greek Revival dwelling and several other buildings, 
S.ncbrding a group of slave cabins along the nearby Military Road, a 
small, oxen-powered cotton gin ,  ar.d a sturdy,rock smkehrmse. Since 
1955 the smkehouse has been the only tangible reminder of the early 
existence of the  plantation. 

The ~mokehouse is formed of randomly laid field stanes cap?eQ by a nodern 
corrugated iron roof. Only one aperture, a doornay located on the west  
eleW?ation, bre&s t h e  srzrface QE the baildingb eexteriok walls. The door 
is diagonally s e t  wood planks, a d  the oxiginal binqcs are still in place, 
There are na partitions on the i n s ide  of t he  building. Three 
tiers of beams, used fcly hanging meat, date from the  original construct ion 
of the smokehouse, but the original packed dirt floor has been covered 
w i t h  poured concrete, 

The present setting of the smokehouse retains a couple of characteristics 
feminiscer,t of its original environment. The surrounding country is 
still. fa= land and the wilitary mad, now a gaved highwzy , st i l l  runs - 
to the west of the building. However, t h e  road is no longer a major 
thorou5hfare to the southwest, as It was in t h e  19th century. 1 7 ~ 4  buildings 
including a farm house, wash house and ehicken.house ha-re replaced t h e  
earlier plantation structures on the l o t  occupied bj the smokehouse. 

The Morrison Plantation Smolcehouse prrlvides 1 snall glimpse c f 19th eestury I 
plan ta t ion  li f e. ~ ' n e  eigh&ided rlick building is an unusual architectural 

* 

I survival from prexivi l  War Arkansas; an2 built by slaves, t l l& structure L s 

represents one facet of t h e  by-go~e, feudal-like, self-s~!Eficieney of the 1 'i 
antebe13.un ~911th. I 
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