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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE . 

The Blakely House is a simple, one-storey xesidence of clapboard over 
log construct ion with rear additions of frame constructian.  The house 
rests on a high stone foundation with a d i r t  cellar underneath. 

A veranda with shed roof supported by simple wood posts extends across 
the facade. The centered entry  with sidelights is flanked by tall . 

' 

windows which reach dmst to the porch floor. Outside end chimneys 
of native stone flank the rect i l inear  structure and rise above the ridge 
line of the gable roof. 

An unusual architectural feature is t h e  w i d e  overhang of the  roof. The 
gable eaves on the east and west s ide  elevations extend about four feet 
from the  w a l l  surface of the house to completely cover the massive 
fireplace chimneys. 

Another unusual feature in a hguse of this s t y l e  is the i n t e r i o r  w o d w o r X . +  
Both t h e  original house and the first addition have molded door and 
window trim with bull's-eye corner blocks. The doors have four panels, 
and the windows are two-light, double-hung sash. Though not ident ica l ,  
the two mantlepieces a r e  both of simple w a d  cons t ruc t ion  w i t h  moaded 
pilasters flanking the hearth opening. 

P 

When originally constructed in 1874' the Blakely House w a s  a two-room log 
. - .-.. . house w i t h  a dog-trot and w i t h  a shed roof veranda across the f r o n t .  It 

bas probably about 1890 when a shed-roof addition was made across t he  
rear of the house and the open breezeway was enclosed. Around the turn- 
of-the--century a second addition was made across the rear elevation. 
This  consisted of a dirt-floored lean-to which served as an enclosed 
porch. Another alteration took place about 1900 when the log  w a l l s  w e r e  
covered with cl.apboard siding. The house has retained its present size 
and appearance throughout the twentieth century, 

The B l a k e l y  House is typical of the houses constructed in r u r a l  Arkansas 
ia the latter half  of the nineteenth century. Originating in a dog-trot 
s t y l e  of log cons'truction, the house xias gradually enlarged and improved 
accord ing  to the owner's needs and finances. 

Though the Blakely  House suffered through some years of inzttention,and 
for a t i m e  was even used for hay storage, the house is now in f a i r l y  good 
condition. The present owner, M r .  Victor C. Anderson, current ly  resides 
in the Blakely Rouse s.nd is in the process of restoring t he  structure. 
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The Blakely House in Hot Spring County was built in 1874 by the son 
of one of t h e  county's earliest settlers. Greenberry Blakely con- 
structed his log house in the dog-trot s ty le  typical of nineteenth- 
century m a 1  Wkansas architecture. Like other early settlers 
Blakely enlarged and improved h i s  home as his family grew and h i s  
finances permitted. The present Blakely House is a ' g o d  exampla of 
an improved Arkansas dog-trot style house. 

The Blakely family was one of the pioneer families in the  Hot Spring 
County area, Almut 1820 Adam Blakely settled Ln the area and in 
1837 purchased a farm near t he  Social Hi11 com.1ur.it'. In rich b o t t o m  
land between the Ouachita River and Bldkelg meek, Adam Blakely operatea  
a successful farm. He and h i s  wife, Sarah Greenbmry Blakely, raised 
a large family; the youngest of the children was Greenberry Blakely- 

Abmt 1975 Greenberry Blakely married Martha Ingersell and moved his 
bride into the two-room, dog-trot-style log house he had built in 1874. 

- 

Blakely and h i s  widowed mother had been l i v i n g  at the site in a smaller 
log house. After the new house was completed t h e  s A a l l e r  house was used ' 

as a .barn. 

By 3880 Grkelderry and Ylartha Blakely had two children. Also  living 
with them w e r e  Blakely's mother and m s .  Blakely's sister, Susan 
Ingersel l .  Their growing family made enlargement of the two-ram 
house a necessity. Though the exact aate is uncertain, it was probably 
a b o u t  1890 thht a shed-roof addition was made across the rear elevation 
of the house. Further improverfients were made $bout: 1900 when the log  house 
was sheathed in clapboard. 

Greenberry Blakely l i v d  in this  house u n t i l  his death in 1935, and for 
a number of years the house remained in the family. In 1975 it w a s  . 
purchased by khe present owner, V i c t o r  C. Anderson. Though in a" some- 
what deteriorated cond i t ion ,  M r .  Andarson is currently barking to restore 
and preserve t he  Blakely House. 

The Blakely House carries t h e  family name of one of Hot Spcing County's 
first settlers, and is among the oldest structures stil l  standing in the  
area. Originating as a dog-trot-style log structure, Blakely House 
typifies the changes made when a farmer's family and incone incrcasd .  
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