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I. Name 

historic 8an k 0 f Ma7 vern - 

2. Location 

street & numbcr 212 South Main Street NLB, not for publication 

city. town Ma1 vem - vicinity of 

strn- AT ka ns a s C* 05 county H o t  Sprin: cods 059 

Cmtenary Ownmrnhlp Status Pmerbt U# 
- dlatrlct - publlc - occupJad - agrkuhum m u n m  
a bui!d~ng(a) v private X un~ccuplsd + c o m m k a l  p u k  
- structure - both - work in progreu - edueationml - private rwdmce 
- sita Public Icquldtlon Aecass#bla - entsrtalnmt - raligiou8 
- object w i n  process L yes: rmstrkted - gowrnmsnt - sckntktle 

- baing considumd - yes: unrwttictd - Industrlat - trana.pwt+tkn 

4. Owner of Property . , .  . ! . . . .  _ _ . .  - . ! .: . - 

s m t  s n u m w  42C H a r d  son * Street , .  P ,  0. Box 2151 
-- p-p  

I - Batesvi  I 1 e 

5. Location of Leaal Descri~tion 

~ ~ r t t i o u u ,  registry of dmdr, d e .  Hct Spring C~unty  Courthouse 



t . Description 

Condltbl C h r t t  mw C M k  onc 
- sxctl lml - deteriorated - unaltered original site 
-x- good r u i n s  A altered m o v e d  daZt - 
- lair - unexposed 

m r i k  the punt md wiglnml (If known) physical rpptrramGa 

SUMMARY 

The 8ank of Malvem, b u i l t  i n  1889 and reconstructed following a f i r e  tn  1896, 
represents two di s t i n c t l y  different a r c h i  tectural styles. The base o r  ground floor 
i s  of rough cut granite with a round arch entryway, character is t ic  of the Richard- 
sonian Romanesque style. The upper level of brick wi th  terra cotta detail i s  
character is t ic  of a later, more modern style. A1 though the interior reveals a 1950 
renovati  on, the  original  ( 1896) detai 1 i ng , such as t h e  pressed- t i n  cei  1  i ng and 
painted wal l  f rieres , s ti 11 e x i  st beneath the present surfaces. Despi l e  i t s  a1 tered 
condi t ian, t h i s  structure i s  representative of the town of Malvem as i t  began a 
p e r i o d  o f  economic development. 

ELABOR4T ION 
The Bank of Ma1 vem i s  located i n  a r a w  of commercial structures on Main Street, 

yet  f t i s  d i s t i n c t i v e  f rom the surrounding structures due to  i t s  unique d e t a i l i n g  and 
design. The b u i l d i n g  i s  a single story i n  height  and rectangular i n  plan; however, 
the  elevat ion i s  divided i n t o  two d i s t i n c t  1 evels . 

The facade consists o f  two bays which are asymtrical  f n design. The entrance 
bay i s  emphasized by project i  ng sl i ghtly Toward from and higher than the second bay. 
The ground f loor ,  which remains f r o m  the or ig inal  1889 s t ruc tm,  i s  made o f  mugh- 
cut  granite. The entryway consists  o f  a mund arch supported by engaged squat cal- 
m s  w i t h  cushion capitals on rounded pedestals and a recessed double door. These 
features give the bui 1  dj ng a R i  chardsoni an-Rmanesque appearance. The second bay 
on the ground level contains a 1  arge window with a s t a t i o n a r y  pane and two transoms 
pl aced i n a 1 arge marble panel , whi ch i s the reswl t o f  a renovation a t  an undeter- 
mined date .  

The second 1 eve1 , the product o f  reconstruction fol  lowing the 1896 f f  re, i s  
delineated by horizontal bands o f  terra c o t t a  "trell i s "  and i r made o f  br ick .  .A 
p a i r  o f  casement windows separated by a single colonette a r e  centered above the 
entrance and there are two square windows with ornamental grillwork, rather than 
panes, i n  the second bay. A1 1 o f  t he  windows have 1 i n t e l  heads. A be1 t course 
o r  modif ied co rn i ce  runs above the upper terra cotta band and signi f ies  the parapet ,  
whfch has chimney-1 i ke extensions a t  each comer and completes the facade. 

The interior o f  t he  structure mveat s major alterations f r o m  the 1950 reno- 
vation; however, many o f  the or ig inal  ornamental details remain intact. The entry- 
way i s  floored wi th  mosaic tiles. Beneath the present  wat 1 covering, the painted 
f r ieze  i s  s t i l l  v i s i b l e  and above the suspended c e i l i n g  the pressed-tin ce i l ing  
can s t i l l  be  found. The ornate door-surround o f  the vaul t  i s  i n  excel lent condi- 
ti on. I t  has fl uted, composi t e  o i  I asters  a t  each side and an archi t rave  and cornice 
w i t h  dentils, as well as a lions head keystone, above. 



8. Sianif icance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 14W1493 
- 1500-1599 
- 3600-1699 
- 1700-1799 
2- laO(r-1899 
-. 1 9 0 b  

Areas of Significrnc&hsek and Justify below 
-_- archeology-prehistoric . community planning _- landscape architecture.-- retigion 

r .  

- archeoIcqy-h~stort~ _ .- c ~ ~ ~ t w a t i d n  -. - taw - science 
-- agriculture . X. economics -- - ltteralure -- sculpture 
3. architecture -- education . - military - smiaV 

art - emgin~ring - music humanitarian 
., commerce . -. explorationdsettlement -- philosophy - theater 
-. communications .-,.. Industry -- pa~ities~gavernmsnt - WanspMtattan 

. - .- invention - other (specity) 

Sarcifie dmtes 1889. 1896 Builderr Architect unknown 

SUMMARY 

The Bank o f  Malvern i s  significant both architecturally and for i t s  role i n  
t h e  economic developwent of the comuni t y  . The Richardsenian- Romanesquc style o f  t he  
original st ructure  i s  not  one which i s  c o m n l y  found i n  Arkansas. The bank was 
founded in 1889 and i s  the oldest chartered sta te  bank s t i l l  i n  existence. I t  sur- 
v i  ved the Great Depressfon w i t h o u t  reorganizing or borrowing mney and aided the com- 
muni ty financially and othewise as the transition from an agr icul tural -based t o  an 
industrial-based economy was made. 

ELABORATION 
The building of t h e  Bank o f  Malvern coincided w i t h  the founding of the bank 

itself in 1889. The bank was the t e n t h  chartered state  bank i n  Arkansas, and i s  the  
01 dest one s ti 11 i n  existence today, a l though no longer occupying i t s  o r i g i n a l  
locat ion.  I t  has never closed i t s  doors, even during the Great Depression, and i n  
1935 became the 80th bank i n  the  United States t o  be chartered by the Federal Deposit  
Insurance Corporation. 

Through the bank records the  growth and development o f  t h e  dairy and timber 
industries o f  the area are vis ib le ,  as we13 as t he  support f o r  cot ton farmers by the  
establishment o f  the In ternat iona l  Shoe Company textile mill. The development of 
electric power, the  carrying of e l e c t r i c i t y  t o  fams, and new industries such as a 
brick p l a n t  have a1 so been p a r t  of t h e  economic services of the Bank of Ma1 vern. 

The bank has a lso  served the community in other ways, such as directing drives 
during both World Wars and a t  other t imes,giving not  only financial aid, b u t  time 
and labor as well .  The role o f  the bank has been described as "an integral  p a r t  
o f  t h e  everyday l i f e  o f  the area." 

The structure is signi f icant  i n  the community because o f  i t s  ramanesque s ty le  
as we1 1 as i t s  interior de ta i  1 i ng, neither o f  whi ch i s aften found i n a t o m  the 
s i ze  of Malvern. The Richardsonian-Romanesque style i s  not  commn in  the state 
regardless of the town size,  and t h e  fact  t h a t  the o r i g i n a l  w a l l  paint ings are s t i l l  
v i s i b l e  under the cur rent  wall coverings and t h a t  many d e t a i l s  of the tin ceiling a l so  
e x i s t  make t h i s  i n t e r i o r  a candidate for restoration. Despite i t s  altered condi t ion ,  
the st ructure  i s  representative o f  t he  town of Malvern as i t  began i t s  own "indur- 
t r i a l  rev01 u t i  on. " 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Ma1 vem D a i l y  Record, April 30, 1955. 
Minutes from Board of D i rec to r ' s  Meeting, Bank of Malvern, August 1 6 ,  1889. 
Proqrarn for  Open House, 3ank of Ma1 vern, June 24, 1950. a 

- 

10. Geoqranhical Data 
Ac- of nominstsd propsrty less than One acre 
wldrangh name Malvern South, Arkansas 
UX M Relarencms 

1 1  5 1- 1318131810121216101  
Zone Ensting Northing Zone EastEng Northtng 

Wrb I  b o u n d m r y  damcriptlon and Ju8tifleatlon 
Commencing a t  the southeast corner af Lot 8, Block 30 in Malvern, Arkansas, proceed 2 2  
feet north on Main Street. Then proceed west L j O  feet. Then proceed south 22 feet. Then 
proceed east 150 fe'et to the point of beginning, thus encircling the property, 
Lirt RII rtatm8 and cauclti.~ lor prop.rti.8 ovsrfapping state or county h n d . r i m r  

1 1 Form Pre~ared BY 
- . . 

namfthb PHPP S t a f f  

wgmnizatlon Arkansas Hf  s t o r i  c ?n*eservation Pmqram d m  10-17-86 

S M &  numhr 225 E a s t  Markham tekphonc 371-2763. -, . .. 

ettyortarm L i t t l e  Pock . . -stat$lrkansas. i - i ;  

1 2. State Histor ic  Preservation Officer Certification 
- - . . - - - -- - - . - 

fhs avalumted signllleancs ol Ihb props* wlthln the state is: 

- nmonal ,- m X locsl 

As the zk.igr#tad State Hldods Prosewatfan Otlker $or-thei hatfufuh fil=toric ~msr&tton A a  of 1966 (Public Law 8 S  
as), 1 b m b y  m l n a t 8  thla propsrty far inclusion In t h  Matlonal Register and certlty that il has bscn evaluatsd 
m c d l n g  to the crltarla and procedures set forth by WIU Na thml  Park S#nlcn. ,-, Q . . .  

4 .  

, I  

Sta te  His tor ic  Preservation Officer data +- 7 - 2 7 
wnrrrws* 

I C W ~  that thh w r t y  Em Inctudd In t)n M a H a l  Rmgtrtw 


































