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'The Nashville American Legion Building is a single story, stone masomy institutional building 
designed in a low, rubbled vernacular style with Craftsman influences. It features a rectangular 
plan with a small, later shed attached to the rear. 

Elaboration 

The Kashville American Legion Building is a single story, stone masonry institutional building 
designed in a low, rubbled vernacular style with Craftsman influences. It features a rectangular 
pIan with a small, later shed attached to the rear and two exterior side chimneys placed 
opposite each other on the eastern and western elevations. The continuous stone foundation 
supports the stone walls and the gable roof is covered with composition shingles. 

The northern or front elevation is divided by the double-leaf enrry and the low, concrete 
staircase that provides access to it. The Craftsman entry doors are each lighted with three 
vertical panes and the screen doors are similarly designed. The facade is divided into three 
bays by the four stone butuesses that project from the wall. The two bays flanking the 
entrance are each lighted by a single six-over-six wood sash window. The box cornice above 
is ornamented only by five decorative exposed "purlins" that match the exposed rafters on the 
side elevations. 

The eastern and western elevations are identical, as; each is lighted with two six-ow-six wood 
sash windows to the nonh of the exterior chimney and three more to the south. The stone 
chimney projects above the r d n e  and the eaves are decorated with painted, exposed rafters. 

The southern elevation is divided equally by a cenaal, singIe-leaf entry that is accessed by a 
set of low, concrete stairs. The shed roof addition projects from the wdI to the west and a 
single, six-over-six woad sash window lights the wall to the east. 

The unique stone building material and how it is used to ornament the walls constitute the 
most significant exterior detail on the building. Locally known as "natural aggregate," the stone 
used in the walls and chimney is actually a s e h e n m y  stone called conglomerate that is 
made up of small gravel stones hdd together by a natural binder. Its use here creates an 
unusual, rubbled appearance to the entire outside of the s m c m .  The stone is also formed 
into spreading buttresses which project from the sides and corners of the building, giving it 
an even greater earthbound aspect. T h e  m g h  texture of the stone and the bumsses combine 
to create the impression that the building is growing out of the ground and is naturally past 
of the site. 
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The interior is simply appointed and rather plain, as was common for such buildings built 
during the 1930's. I t  retains its original wood strip flooring, however, and most of its original 
partitions which separated the main auditorium space from the kitchen, store m m  and rest 
room. 

The Nashville American kg ion  Building has suffeled only the Iater shed addition on the tear 
and the removal of one partition at the front of the auditorium area; i t  is otherwise intact. 
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Summary Criteria C, local significance 

The Nashville American Legion Building is significant for its unusud stone construction and 
its use of local conglomerate stone to create a rough, organic effect reminiscent of the Rustic 
style architecture being constructed contemporaneously by the Civilian Conservation Corps. 
However, this indigenous, local material was not widely used in  spite of its availability; this 
building remains the only example of this type of construction in Nashville. 

Elaboration 

The American &ion was founded in France during the relatively quiet and uneventful days 
that followed the signing of the armistice that ended World War I. American enlisted men 
from all three of the principal branches of the service then in existence -- the A m y ,  Na\y 
and Marine Corps -- were billeted in various locations for the purpose of maintaining a 
military presence while the negotiators worked out the details of the treaty that would outline 
the political future of much of Europe for the next decade. These servicemen found life during 
the occupation uneventful and boring, and this only compounded the frustration felt by many 
at not being allowed to return to home to family and friends. A small group of officers -- and 
especially Lieutenant Colonel Theodore Rmsevelt, Jr. and Lieutenant Colonel George A. White 
-- met to discuss the possibility of establishing a veterans' organization which would include 
all branches of the military and which would serve the immediate purpose of providing an 
outIet for some of the energy and frusmtion felt by the occupation forces but which would 
also set as its larger god the establishment of a nationwide veteran's organization that would 
provide its members with both a social organization and a vehicle for voicing their collective 
concerns about such issues as nationd defense, subversive activity, radical thought, domestic 
social programs and veterans* affairs. Successive meetings over the course of the next several 
months in both Europe and America further defined the Legion's mandate and purpose. 
However, it was the shooting of four tegionnaires during an Armistice Day parade in t he  
lumber town of Centralia, Washington in 1919 by socialist IWW organizers and the subsequent 
coverage of the trial that followed -- in which the Legionnaires were portrayed as the 
aggressors -- that both galvanized and tempered the Legionnaire spitit. Both the public and 
the Legion press recognized the dangers of exrremism by any party while admitting the need 
far responsible vigilance against my activity that threatened the dernmratfc form of 
government. The American Legion began to grow steadily thereafter through an organization 
that elected officers on the national, state and local levels and provided a voice for its 
memkrs regatding a variety of national concerns. 

During the Depression the American Legion distinguished itself in patticular through the 
expansion of local programs targeted at youth. Of particular note were the founding of 

- American Legion Junior Baseball, the American Legion Oratorical Contest and Boys-ute. 
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It was during this perid that the Nashville American Legion Building was constructed. 
Though it was a public works project -- it was constructed by the Civil Works Adminiswation 
-- and though in overall form it resembled many of rhe masonry buildings being constructed 
contemporaneously in Arkansas by the Civilian Consetvation Corps, it was unusual by virtue 
of the local stone used. The product is a material called conglomerate that because of irs 
composite nature lends itself to construcrtion, as it breaks easily into mdules of whatever 
size chosen by the mason; yet, for seasons unknown, it is not commonly used in southwest 
Arkansas. It is particularly well-handled in this design, as it lends a mbbled appearance to the 
walls that is lively in texture, but its visual effect is even greater in the massive, spreading 
buttsesses that divide the walls into bays and project from the comers. Overall, the smctuse 
appears to rise from the soil as if i t  were a natural outcropping that had been shaped inro a 
stsuchre. As such it partakes of the same design ethic that informed the designs of the CCC 
but employs a material indigenous $0 southwest Arkansas and not found in any other known 
pubIic works project of the period. Et is certainly the best example of his style in  Nashville. 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

Beginning at the point formed by the intersection of the southern edge of State Road 27 with 
a perpendicular line w i n g  along the western elevation of the building, proceed southerly 
along said line to its intersection with a perpendicular line running along the building's 
southern. elevation; thence proceed easterly along said line to its intersection with a 
prpendicular line running along the building's eastern elevation; thence proceed northerly 
along said line ro its intersection with the southern edge of State Road 27; thence proceed 
westerly along said edge to the point of beginning. 
















