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Section 7 

Summary 

The Confederate S t a t e  Capitol (Na listed 5-19-72) at Old Washington State 
Park is a two-story, wood-frame courthouse w i t h  brick foundation w a l l s  and 
p i e r s  supporting 8 " ~ 8 * ~  and 12btx12w solid sills and beams. The building was 
erected in 1836 to serve as the  Hempstead County Courthouse and became the 
Confederate State  capitol  after Union forces took Little Rock in September 
1863. 

Elaboration 

The Confederate S t a t e  Capitol at Old Washington State Park in Hempstead 
County, Arkansas, has excellent integrity of sett ing (it stands beside the 
old Southwest Trail), association, and location. Its integrity of feeling may 
be somewhat compromised by historic alterations, but it is quite likely t h a t  
the Confederate soldiers and politicians who nervously awaited Union invasion 
in April 1864 would recognize the structure that served as their capitol  
following the f a l l  of L i t t l e  Rock in September 1863. 

The Confederate State Capitol at O l d  Washington State Park is a two-story, 
wood-frame courthouse with brick foundation walls and piers supporting 8*'x€In 
and 1 2 " ~ 1 2 ~  s ~ l i d  sills and beams. The studs are 4 * ' ~ 4 ~ ,  the floor joists are 
3 " ~ 1 2 ' ~ ,  and the ceiling joists are 3"x10n. It is sheathed in horizontal 
beveled s iding and corner boards, 
The roof is a medium-pitched hip;  the shingles are cedar shake. 

T h e  building is laid out on a 4 4 '  2"  wide by 3 4 '  5n  deep plan. The entire 
first f Loor is allocafed to the  open courtroom. It currently contains  a small 
number of museum display materials. The second floor is supported on the 
interior span by two round, solid, hand-carved, tapered columns supporting a 
1 0 " ~ 1 2 ~  hand hewn beam, The second floor contains a Masonic H a l l  3 8 '  3" long 
by 21' 6" wide, as well as several smaller, ancillary rooms. 

The windows are six-over-six, double hung windows w i t h  moulded surrounds. 
They are shuttered with louvered blinds, 

The entrance on the main, ox north, facade i s  protected by a one-story, one- 
bay, pedimented Greek Revival portico. The portico is supported by square, 
tapered columns w i t h  moulded capitals and bases. T h e  entrance door is flanked 
by pilasters w i t h  a similar design. The 7 q M ,  four-panel entrance door has 
moulded t r i m  and is topped by a transom. The door panels are raised, 

There are two outs ide  ended chimneys. They are laid of running bond brick and 
have corbeled caps. The t w o  fireplaces are located at either end of the 
courtroom. They are stack bond brick with woad surrounds. The side surrounds 
have a raised pilaster design supporting a simple mantel .  

A noncontributing outbuilding lies behind the building, on the south side. It 
is a square, one-story restroom structure b u i l t  in 1978. It is constructed 
with similar siding and roofing material  to that of the Confederate State 
Capi to l .  

The Confederate State Capitol is in deteriorating condition and the Arkansas 
Department of Parks and Tourism recently received funding for archeological 
work to deternine the  locat ion of various outbuildings and fences in order to 
restore the site to its 1836 appearance. The building's appearance today 
reflects the results of a 1929 restoration; Arkansas State Parks plans to ' 

restore the building to its pre-Civil War appearance. 



Section 8 

Summary 

The Confederate State Capitol at Washington, Arkansas, was the seat of 
Confederate government following the fall of Little Rock in September 1863. 
During Union General Frederick Steelems ~ p r i l  1864 Camden ~xpedition, it was 
expected by southern forces that washington would be besieged. 

Elaboration 

This building is the second courthouse b u i l t  in Hempstead County. The first 
was of hewn logs and w a s  built by Tillman L. Patterson in 1824. The second 
courthouse (NR 5-19-72) w a s  constructed around 1836 and served until 1874, 
when a new, brick structure was constructed, 

In 1865, after the capture of Arkansas Post in January and L i t t l e  Rock in 
September, Confederate Governor Harris Flanagin ordered that the capitol be 
moved from L i t t l e  Rock to Washington. The town of Washington served as the 
seat of state  government from 1863 to the end of the w a r  in 1865. Two or more 
sessions of the Arkansas General  Assembly were held  in the building during 
the war. 

With the cessation of hostilities, the  building once again became the seat of 
county business and retained that function until construction of the 1874 
courthouse. 

In the i n i t i a l  planning for the  town of washington, it was envisioned that 
the c i t y  would grow around the courthouse square. The courthouse block was 
platted as the ttzero89block in the town plan w i t h  the old Southwest Trail, 
which ran east and w e s t  directly north of the  courthouse block serving as the 
original  "Main street," However, the  heart of the town and the main business 
district ended up developing to the  west of the  l i m i t s  of the or ig ina l  plat 
at a point where the Southwest  rail crossed a north-south trail* By 1874, 
the town recognized this and the  new county courthouse was built within a 
block of that crossing. 

The town of Washington bought the  1836 courthouse in 1875 and used it as a 
schoolhouse until 1914, It then served as a residence and a justice of the 
peace's off ice until about 1928, when the  Cleburne Chapter of the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy conceived the plan of restoring the old 
building. In March of 1929 the state legislature created the Wartime Capitol 
Commission, which was charged w i t h  restoring and maintaining the  structure. 
An Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism repart notes: "the level of 
architectural integrity as it now stands is unknown. The restoration of 1929 
was done at a t i m e  when accuracy was not  considered important." 

The Wartime Capitol  Commission administered the structure until 1947,  when 
A c t  256 of the Arkansas General Assembly placed it under the control of the 
Arkansas Commemorative Commission. Ownership was transferred to the Arkansas 
Department of Parks and Tourism in the  1970s. 

The Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism is currently preparing a 
restoration plan ta return the building to its 1836-45 configuration and to 
interpret it as the  courthouse that was later used as the Confederate State 
Capitol ,  a plan tha t  would allow interpretation of the structure's use as the 
wartime capitol  of Confederate Arkansas. 



~ibliographical Information 

Material provided by Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism 

~ational ~eg i s ter  of ~istoric Places nomination for Confederate State 
Capitol, 1972, written by Arkansas Historic Preservation Program staff 



Property Owner Information 

Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism 
One S t a t e  Capi to l  Mall 
Little Rock, RR 72201 

Send it to the attention of: 

Richard Davies, department director 
Greg Butts, State  Parks director 

The Washington Quadrangle Map was last updated in I951 and has no points of 
reference from which UTM markings can be calculated. It is located at 
Latitude 30 degrees, 4 6  minutes, 4 3 . 2  seconds and Longitude 93 degrees, 4 0  
minutes and 41.6  seconds. 

Based on these coordinates, the Center for Advanced Spatial  Technologies at 
Fayetteville, Arkansas, calculated the probable UTM coordinates for the 
structure as 15/435101/34086. 



Rrief His t o r y  3 - ,---- ----- +---- --- 
This b u i l d i n g  w . 1 ~  z l ie sccotld s o u r t h o r l s e  i n  Washington,  con- 
s trutted in c irca  18 36 and serving s t n ~ i l  1874 when the ''new"" 
b u i l d i n g  was h i l i l t .  From 1863 urlt iL t h ~  end of the Civil 
War, it W A S  used as  the  Confederate S t a t e  C a p i t o l .  After 
1874, i t  was 11s(?11 a s  a p u b l i c  schaa1 b u i l d i n g  vntiL 1924, 
when a new b r i c k  b ~ s i l d i n g  was constructed. I t  is said t o  
have been U S P ~  a s  A rcsidertce and office of a justice of t he  
peace until 1329, bi~cn the Dat1ghter5 o f  the Confederacy 
persuaded the  Legtslature t n  yurt-hase it and restore LC as a 
museum. I t  W ~ S  (~frcrated the Kastirne Capitol Comissian 
u n t i l  1947 ,  when it r;as t ransfer re t1  to t h e  Arkansas 
Commemorative Cammi.ss ion. In the 1970s ownership was trans-  
ferred t o  Fasks  an13 Totrrism. 

I Description --- 
f 

.- 

The courthouse is a two-story braced f came structure with 
low h i p  roof, flanktog exposed brick chimneys, a one-story 

1 porch with t w o  calllmt~r and pediment which i s  Grcek Revival 
in proportion. There is 3 one-story, detached, apparently 
modern frarne bui!rl;rt2 ta the! rear which is used f o r  t o i l e t s  I and storage. 

There is one large space i n s i d e  on the f i t s t  floor with an 
enclosed s t a i r  t o  the second f l o o r .  The second float has 1 several smaller cs,.lma and one l a r g e ,  vherc a fraternal nrder 
meets  on occasiori. The second ? loo r  'is a f i r e  trap klith na 

1 
code conforni,ng exi t s  and 30 a l a r m  spstex. 

I ' No attempt has been made t a  analyze t h e  originality o f  the 
building fabr ic  i n b i d e  or o1:tslde except to note the obvious 



changes f r o m  the school  era photographs t o  the post-1929 
res to ra t ion .  

S i ~ n i f i c a n c e  

Constructed in the interpretive period and on its o r i g i n a l  
s i t e ,  this b u i l d i n g  is of  primary importance. Historically, 
i t s  importance is exceptional. 

The level of architectural i n t e g r i t y  a 6  it now stands i s  
unknown, The restoration of  2929 was done a t  a t ime  when 
accuracy was not considered important. 

Status 

The building i s  under the  Parks Division ownership and is 
being used unfurnished as a muscum gallery. It is in de te r -  
iora t ing condition, 

As a high priori ty ,  prepare an Historic  Structures Report on 
this exceptionally important b u i l d i n g  according t o  the  
format recommended in this report ,  

Uslng the material learned from this xeport,  prepare s 
- restoration program f a r  a thosough reworking of the b u i l d -  

ings. If adequate r a t i o n a l e  can be developed from the  
evidence, retutn t h e  building t o  its 1836-45 configuration 
and interpret it a s  the cou~thouse "which was later  used a s  
the cap i to l ."  In this configurntion, there would be plenty 
of opportunity t o  also interpxet the wartime capitol. 

In the meantime, maintain the  building to s t a b i l i z e  its 
d e t e r i o r a t i o n  and upgrade the  cxh ib i t ry  now in p l a c e ,  

SANDERS HOUSE 

Brief History 

Simon T. Sanders was born in North Carolina in 1796 or 1797.  
He married Zenobia Meredith Sanders of  Madison County, 
Virginia.  They maved to Columbus, Arkansas, in 1834 where 
Sanders worked for his brother-in-law, Eyhraim Hirick, who 
owned e mercantile business. 

In t l ~ t  late 1830's or 1840, Sandera moved t o  Washington, He 
built the hause i n  1 8 4 5 .  In the 1847 t a x  retards h i s  estate 
was itemized as falla~st 



History of the 1836 Hempstead County Courthouse 
by Dan Montgomery 

The Building and Grounds 

By 1835 it was clear to county ofRcials that a new 
c~urthuust was badly nccdcd in Hempstead Counly. For 
ten years the circuit court met in a small building con- 
structed by f i lman t. Palterson. T h t  calling of a grand 
jury neccssitared the rental of a roam from a local 
businessman such as Abraham Block. T h a n  L. Patterson 
supervised thc construcrion of a new two-st~ry, framed 
caurLhousc. which was coo~plcted at a cwr of S1.830. 
However, there tvcre sddirional costs for work on the 
chimneys and the making c~l'shmtttr. William H. Whitwn 
built and installed the shut~ers Tor 5300. During the July 
lcrm of the county court in 1838, Judge Birkett D, 3ett ap- 
pointed Allen M. Oakley, t h e  county clerk, as the p n o n  in 
charge of thc c6urthouse, with t h e  authority lo kerp 
anyone from residing rhert except the county clerk. Lattr 
that year, t h ~  Free Masans of Washington rented an 
upstairs room in ~ h c  courthouse which they used as a 
lud~e.' 

A need h r  additional -room resulted in the county 
deciding to construct a clerk's office where all the county 
rccords would be kept. DanFel E. Alexander receivtd the 
contr~cl  and built the office on thc corner of the public 
square, facing Franklin and Hamilton streets, at a cost of 
91,000, John Kirby put the finishing touches on the 
building by palnling it for 5125.' 

In January 1840 the grand Jury reported the decnying 
sLatt of the cotlnty jail and retommended the erection of a 
ncw one. Judge Jett agreed and appolnltd Daniel T, Wit- 
ter, Henry Cheathem, and Grandison D, Rayston to serve 
ap commissioners or public buildings wlth the task of corl- 
tracting for the bullding of a new jail. The court ordered 
that  the new Factli~y be crected of brick and lo be a size 
dttermined by ~ h t  commissioners. I t  was to be conszmcttd 
on the public square at a maximum cost of 54,000, III April 
Judge Jett withdrew rhe appointrncnts and sclec~cd Danlcl 

-- T. Wi  ttcr and Grandison D. Royston as comrnissio~ers to 
contract for the rcpair of the present jail at n cost o l  
11,200 or ?t$s. Judgc Jett ovetturntd these appointments 
at the next tcm of court, making Henry Cheatham the 
eommis~ioncr of public brlildings with the authority to 
construct a jail somewhere near the cast corner of the 

awarded the corltrsct In H.J. Kimble, Price Roach, and 
John JusCus for SE,833.33, They eornpltttd the jail in 
January 1843.' 

Other projects an the courthouse square included work 
on fcflces and the tstablishment of a public welt. Roberl t. 
Phillips worked on having a well dug btrwtcn the court- 
house and the clcrkls office after his sppointment in 
January 1846. The c o w l  ordered that the well "be walled 
with brick, with a windlass snd bucket, and a good shclttr 
to be placed over it." A year later Phillips reported that he 
was unable to have the well dug, so the order wa9 SEL 

aside.' 
As the comn~issioner of public buildings, Henry 

Cheatham supervised the cansLructiart and rrpeir or the 
courthouse fences. Thc court ordered him in October 1840 
EQ rcpair the fence on the norlheasl and southeast sides as 
tvell as have a fence built an the other sides,wIth ap- 
propriate gates to the courthouse end clerk's office. Work 
on the new fence began almost irnrncdiatdy, which allowtd 
Cheatham to report in January [hat he contracttd to havc 
s pailing fence pul around the square on the narthwest and 
southwest sides to be six feet high, made with good while 
oak posts, and to be well nailed on the top and center, with 
two gates with good hinges and latchets included. John 
Shepptrson fulfilled the contract bor $175. Henry 
Chcatham conlplered his responsibilities as cornmissiorlec.* 

Judgc Blrkctz D. Je~t appointed Charlts K. Witter as 
commissioner of public buildings in July 1843, Unlike his 
predecessor, COmrnissioncr Wjttet had few projects to 
fulfill. His first concern was the repair o f  the judge's; stand 
in the aour2roorn. Attorneys John Field and Grandison D. 
Roysmn provided the plan far the work la be done. 
Another prajta consisted of procuring e dozen chairs for 
the courthouse. Comrnirsioner Wllritttr's most important 
project was the cernpltrion of a well an the public square. 
Since the court had no rurther comments on the subject he 
was apparently succcsslul.' 

Thc.electFon of a new county judge called for a new 
eomrnissiorrer Of public buildings. On October 7, 1845 
Judge Daniel T. Wltter appolntcd George W. Green as 
commir<iontr, with instructions to havc the cast chimney 



I0 HCHS JOURNAL 

An old snapshot sllows the 1836 Courlhouse with the 
clerk's ailice st itir slde, probably A. L. Wnrner's 
Photography Shop behlnd, and [ha blnck Methodlsr 

ycar G+n issued a report: 

Your rcporter would respectfully RplCSEn€ to your hunmsblc body 
that nn or about the fl rst day of  July 1845 he conlrrertd ~ i t h  Gcor~c  
W. U'nodr for repalrlntl !he yard tcnee on tkt norrheast rid: of raid 
gnid,  ulsa Ior nrling lour new pasu to sald yrrd fcntt, making steps 
10 gsce in lront o l  Clerkh$ Office, for thc sum of $13, ubhlch ~ a l d  
work w a s  done and comp!trcd by said Gcorgc W. Wood In a 
rubfanllel ~ n d  wbtkmrdikt manner by zht 31st July. 1M6. . .your 
reporrrr *auld. . . lunhcr report. . . that he contracted with l a h n  
Jusms for retzine 23 panes o t  slat+ ln the window z e l  rhe Court 
Hosst. . , lor the cum rli 53. , . . 

i In January 1847 John D. Trimble bccarnc the county 
. . judge, resulting in the removal of George W. Grttn as 

commissioner of publlc buildings," 
Apparently, judge John D. Trimble believed in the 

adage [hat i f  you want anything done right, do it yourself. 
On July 6, 1847 he appointed himself commjssioner of 
public buildines with orders to paint the ceutrhousc; have 
a chimney built for i t  as well as one for the clerk's ofiirc: 
and have the public square enclosed with a proper fence, 
His f rst project consisted of removing an iron safe from 
the defunct Real Estate Bank branch in Washington, and 
placing it in the clerk's office. During July 1848 he had the 
chimneys repaired ar a cost of $40 lo the county. As a suc- 
(;CSS~UI merchant, Judge TrjrnbIe saw rncrit In a suggestion 
ptcsented in April 1850 when John field, Grandison D. 
Royston, John W. Willierns and other citizens proposed 
that the public interest would be promoted by the selling of 
a portion of the public square. The land in qucstian began 
at tht sauthwut cornet of the square, running north with 
Hamilton street one hundred feet and cxzending into the 
square seventy-five feec, Judge Trimble had the ground 
surveyed into lots measuring twenty-Srvc leet fronting 
Hamilton and extending back seventy-live feet, which he 
sold to the highest bidder at a public auction. A court 
order prolcctcd the cour thousc, stating: 

. . .It CS lurlhrr ardtrrd that no lcbulldlng whlch may bc ercetrd on 
any of mid lot# o l  #round rhall ever be used or mupied  a1 
t r w r i t t ,  drmm shaps, gaming houses, bhckrmieh shop, or road 

I shop8 ol my kind ar l a  a dwelllng ~ h c e  or any family. or as a aab!c 
Tor the kctplng of stock OF any k i d :  and i t  further ordcrcd md rx- 

Church dorvn the road. The Southwest Trall passes by I F  
iron# of the buildings, 

preaiy stlpulatcb ~ h v  whrntvar eny of sdd bbuildFn8s whlch may t 
erected or used or orcupled etthtt by thc owner or any othtr pcrsbr 
contrary to the proririanr mnd tncrption~ ol thlr order, then. . , rh 
owntr. . . shalI rorlcit and lwt LIL inberef! In an 'erlate in m y  ruc! 
building br building! (pgt~hcr with a lot ol ground. . . 

At1 of thc parcels sotd, and the edge of the public squar- 
was soon tavcrcd with busifless establishmcntn including : 
tailor's shop, a law olfice, and a photographer's studio.' 

By f 8SJ the courthouse and clerk's office n ~ d t d  nci 
roofs. Commis~i~ner Trimble established a canrract tr  

have slringle roofs for both structures. Whilt the work or 
the T O O ~ S  proiceeded, members or Mount Hortb Lodge No 
4 of Ancient York Masons and Oran Lodge No, 10 of th. 
lndtpcndcnt Qrdcr of Odd Fellows petitioned for thf 
privilege of adding a tllird story to the courthouse whicl 
the sockties would use as a meeting place. Daniel E 
Williams, Danicl M. Foslcr, A. T. Btllcr, Charles White 
Henry P. Johnson, and Robert C. Stuart, representing tha 
ladgcs as a Joint fomrnirree, agreed to pay the entiie ex 
pcnst of erectlng the third story except the cost or fur 
nighing and nailing on the shingles or the tool. Judgt 
Trimble approved [he proposal with the candftlon that rhr 
windows, walls, and roof WQUM correspond wlth thost o' 
the existing building. Also, he wanted i t  understood tha 
the societies would not have any littc to the building, anr 
that the third story would revert to Hcrnpsrcad County i 
abandoned by the socie!ln. Unfortunately, the prbposa 
felt through, so the courthouse recelvcd only a new shinglf 
roof.' 

Judge Danlcl f. Witrer rcturnd to office as count: 
judge in 1855 and appoin~td Shcrifr John 8, Sandtlur a 
the person in charge of the courthouse, responsible fa 
making all repairs needed to windows, doors, and shutter 
as necessary. Sherlff Sartderur also scrvtd as commissIoac 
ro have the Hcmpsttad County ~ a l t  repaired. A grand jur. 
in April reported chat the jail waa "inept for the prow 
reception and relention of prilroners comrnirtcd to  its kter 
ing. . ." The Wo~hlngram Telegraph had harsher wards fv 
the poor conditirln of lh6 jail in a satirical editorlP 



1836 COURTHOUSE 

I 

published hlareh 5 ,  1851: 

TO LET 
T w o  roomr on rhc around [loor or the County Holel (Couary JrIl) 
on the public square in this place (Weshimgtdn). h~v ing  been vacated 
by the oKupuall One night Imgt wmk, arc egain tcrdy lor (LC reccp. 
lion 0t bo~rdcrs A! rhe crpcnv ot the county, T h e  lwo whirt 
gcatlcmen and ~ h c  ncgro bay Charlei. who rcccntly accupEcd them, 
beefing thcir anxious friend. mighr bccomc uneasy at thcir pro- 
trarted abscncc. IcR *cry unccremoniou3 y,  and have not since betn 
heard of. Pcrsnnt wha may be compdlcd by clrcumnanfn to l a k t  
up kmparaly Idginas at rhis cslablf~hmen~. will doubtless find t h t  
I ~ i t  P S  p o d  IS at a ry  similar ntablishrnen~ in the  State, with f h t ~  
diffrrencl in thcir [avor, that they t a n  have %aft and speed$ cpres~ 
ahenever m a y  kmmc dlssaritritd with lhc accornmadatien~. 

The repairs on the jail silenced both the grand Jury and t h t  
newspaper. l *  

Milton T, Holt b c e m c  the county judge in 1859, with 
the courthouse, jail, and clerk's olficc in fair condition. 
Yet, many ciriztns urged   he conrtruction of new 
buildings, so h d g t  Hot1 appointed Robert b. Gibson, 
John A.  Ely, and R. W. Pricc Cornmissioners to inqui r t  irt- 
to the feasibility OF erecting s new c~urlhoust, clerk's of- 
fice, end jail. The comnilzsioners delivered their first 
report in July 1860 noting rhat rhc present buildings, par- 
tlcularly the jail and clerk's office were wholly insufficient 
ttl meet the needs and protect the various inrcrtsts of the 
citizens of Weinpstcad County. They staled that while the 
courthou~ was yt t  acceptable, it was "a reproach to Lhe 
intcIligcnte, public spirit, and wealth of the county." They 
supgcrted thet new public building3 of tbe mosr durable 
material, of such dimcnsion5 and style of architeclure 
should be built as soon as possible in order to stand as 

' monuments ra the enlightened l a t e  and liberal public 
spirit of rhc honorable old cclurily of Herapslead for years 
to come, Since Lht county had no oul's'tanding debts, the 
court could levy a special county tax for the purpose of 
constructing rht bui!dings. AIE three commissioners k l i ev -  
cd Lhc county owned an appropriate block i n  Washiaptan 
known as block 59, situated in the most prosperous and 
growing part nF town." 

They presented a plan for a courthouse which con- 
templated a structure 72  fect long by 54 feet wide, with a 
hnll runfling through rhe center each way 14 feet wide, giv- 
ing Four r a m s  an the first floor, each 20 lect by 29 feel 
square, which they bclicvtd to be amply sufficient to meet 
the needs of thc county offices 4Lfor sll time to comc," The 
upper slory war designed fcr a Iargt and airy courtroom, 
and two conveliitnc and spacious jury rooms. The htighl 
of the wall from the ground to the square was lo  be 34 feet. 
Tlieir final recammendation Far the caurrhause was that ic 
bc erected of the brsr qua1 Ity of brick, and covered with 
slate or rin, and as far as possible to be made [ircprool. 
They estimated the cost at about $16,000. As for the jail. 
the comnlissior~crs safd that "the rotten and utterly worth- 
le5s old prison now En ux, rvIll impress the Immediate im- 
portance of thlr work, . ," They inbrmed lhe court that a 
citizen olftrtd to donate a lot adjaccnr to the proposed 
courthouse block For the use sf the 

whilt the storm clolrds ~athercd in both thc North and 
Sfi~th, Hempstcad County contsrned i tse l f  with cbnstruct- 
ing new public huitdingrt. The  firs^ snag in the plans was a 

report prncnted by John R. Eskin, William D. Green, an. 
William H. Etltr, trusltcs of Washingron. With regard I( 
block 59, they said that at a public salt of lots in 1836 th, 
block was purchased by J. Harrison far 589,50. However. 
no deed of conveyance was ever made, nor waS there an) 
evidtrice that the money was wet paid. T h e  black went in 
to t  he posscsslon o l  a man named CaCllns, who conveyed it 
to Dr. Benjamin P, Jctt, who had bccn in posscaston and 
occupancy for more than twenty years. The trustees were 
of the aplnion that updm the payment o l  the purchase prier 
with interest, it  would be best to give up the block w i t h ~ u l  
conlesl. This ended the ellforls to build a caurthoust ior 
the present." 

On January 10, 1861 ahe county court discussed the 
need for a fire proof cterk's office, placed on the site of the 
present office on the public square. AEI agreed that the 
building be constructed of rvell burnt brick and fronting 
sixty fttt on Franklin and lorry feet on Hamilton street. 
The atchittctural details included: 

. . .that i t  shall h dlvidrd into ~hrec r o o m  or npartmtnts. ~ h t  
southvrrl room to be known as rht $leaping roam and to  bc tuvniy 
Icct square. ~ h c  west room robe known as the tlerk's rQam a n d  to bc 
twenty Tect square. The northtast mom to be known u the record 
room and fo be forty fcrt long $y Iwcrlty feet ~ l d c ,  f hc wsllr to he 
lwtnty feel h;sh from the h ~ l r f n c t  or the enrIh. 'to hare u good $ton< 
foundatton to be Idid on thcclsy: lo have agailtty Orportirg ( 0  each 
Irant ol suitable width and construclion rot the rrmslndcr OI rhe 
b u i 2 d i n g .  

Other details included the number of windows and doors, 
the thickness of the walls, and other descriptions. The 
court concluded that work should proceed and appointed 
John D. Trirnble as commissioner to have i t  bnilt." 

The court also appoinied William 13. Urctn as commis. 
$loner for cons~ruetirtg a jail. On May 6 ,  1861 Arkansas 
seceded from the Union. TWO days prior to that even!. the 
Hempsttad Rifles left Washingmn for t h e  war, and 
Baldwin & Knox rcceivtd S139.36 fur palilting the court- 
house. 1n July Jail Commissioner Green reported that 
plans for building a jail be deferred until a more auspicious 
time. Commissioner Trirnble presented drawings at the 
ground plan and front ~Ievation tor [he clerk's office, but 
il was destined never to be built." 

Work on public buildirlgs was forgotten as the p o p l e  
s t rug~ l td  to survive thc horrors of  he Ciril War. Yet, 
Judge James R. Page took time to appoint Shcrilf Milton 
TI HOP! as commissioner of public buildings in Januav 
S 863. The only other war-time eorlsidcsation of the court- 
house followtd the capture of Little Rock, when County 
Clerk Simon f .Sanders presented a petition au!horising 
him to remove all the county records in m c  the Federal 
Army took possession of the town of Washington, which 
the court ardcrcd, saying, "He act upon his judgement 0s 

to  what shall be removed, the time when, and the place 
where they shall be ttrn~vcd.''~" 

After the Civil War county business returned to normal 
under Judge Alfred H. Carrigan.. In January I866 rht 
court reconfirmed Milton T. Holt ss commissioner of 
public buildings, ordering him to have the catrtlhoura and 
clcrk3 office put in suitable repair, and that h e  take the 
necessary steps to collect from [he United Statn 
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