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There are t w o  main chimneys single stacked units one 
offset left, one offse t  r i g h t ,  inside ended, running bond 
brick construction w i t h  corbeled caps. 

The s i ng l e  entrance d o o ~  w i t h  six raised panels is set  
within an architrave with f l u s h  s ide  l i g h t s  and f lush  t tan-  
sem. 

To quote the Kendren Report, Some Historic Buildfnqs in 
Arkansas, Royston House: 

"The Royston House is one of the f i n e s t  remaining houses 
in t h i s  community. It is of the  Greek Revival period and 
dates back to the 1830's. It has no t  been greatly altered 
and most of the original details are in place, It has fine 
propor t ions ,  large and commodious rooms w i t h  high ce i lhgs  
and the central  h a l l  Ls a real feature of the house, giving 
it elegance and scale. The ownership of t h e  house is in 
sympathetic hands." 
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Built circa 1830 by General Grandison D. Royston, this 
fine o l d  home reflects charackeristics of the  Greek Reviv- 
al style. 

The o r i g i n a l  plan, 5 5 1 - 4 1 1  wide and 5 O r - 1 O P t  deep con- 
sisted of foul: rooms, t w o  on each side of a spacious 
central  h a l l .  Between each pair of siderooms is a back 

I to back double fireplace. A shed roof porchl ike  structure 
was l a t e r  added on the back (south) facade, housing a k i t -  
chen. 

A prominent cons t ruc t ion  feature, 10" x 10" s o l i d ,  hand 
hewn sills rest on brick and s tone  piers and support the 
sawn s tud  walls and f l o o r  joists, Underpiming between peri- 

, meter piers on the n o r t h  facade is wood diamond l a t t i ce  
work, The exterior is f i n i s h e d  with horizonta l  beveled 
siding and corner boards, the architrave and f r i e z e  a re  
flat boards w i t h  cornices boxed. 

The roof is medium hipped, cu r r en t l y  covered w i t h  corn- 
position shingles.  In 1934, an His to r i c  A m e r i c a n  Buildings 
Survey indicated roofing material as corrugated  iron with 
formed metal r idges ,  The gabled roof of the entrance porch 
ends in a Greek Revival pediment supported by f ou r  square, 
tapered columns w i t h  moulded capitzls and square p l in th .  

Double hung window sashes contain 6 x 6 l i g h t s ,  flat 
b a ~ d  side surrounds carrying an entabla tured head piece. 
The windows are shuttered w i t h  louvered blinds. I 
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The Grandison D. Royston house is one of the f i n e s t  
extant examples of Greek Revival Sty le  in Arkansas. T h i s  
style was prevalent in Arkansas f r o m  early 1830's to 
early 1860's. This house may well be among the first 
examples of t h e  Greek rev iva l  period and thereby respon- 
sible for establishing the trend. 

General Grandison D. Royston w a s  a significant f igu re  
in the growth and development of the S t a t e  of Arkansas. 
H i s  p o l i t i c a l  involvement ranged f r o m  the territorial I 

period through more t h a n  four decades as a State, b o t h  
in the Union and the Confederacy. 

Royston was bo rn  in C a r t e r  C o u n t y ,  Tennessee, on Decem- I 

ber 9, 1803. He grew to manhood and was educated in t h a t  
State, He read law, and was admitted to the bar in Decem- 

- ber of 1831. 

On April 1, 1832, he arrived in Fayetteville, Arkansas 
where he attempted to establish a law practice. Apparently 
he was not t o o  successful for he also taught  school in 
order to supplement his income. In December of 1832, he 
moved to Washington, in Hempstead County. 

Washington was located on the Southwest Trail which i 
ran from St. Genevieve, Missour5 to FuLton, Arkansas, I 
crossing the State of Arkansas, diagonally, from north- 

, edst to southwest. This w a s  the route af the emigrants 
f r o m  the  United S t a t e s  who were moving to Texas to take 
up lands under the Republic of Mexico. 

There were opportunities for a young lawyer in the 
frontier community. In 1833 he was appointed Prosecu- I 
king Attorney f o r  t he  Third Judicial D i s t r i c t  of the 
Territory of Arkansas, and held the posLtion till the ! 
fall of 1 8 3 5  when he was chosen as a delegate to the 
Constitutional Convention that framed the Constitution 
under which Arkansas was admitted to the Union, In 1836, 

I 
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8 .  SIGNIFICANCE, Continued 

he was elected Hempstead County Representative to the 
f i rs t  Arkansas Legislature. On December 6 ,  1837, he 
was elected speaker of the House. It is in teres t ing  
to note that he was elected to f i l l  the position left 
vacant by the  death of speaker John Wilson. Wilson had 
been stabbed to death by Representative John J. Anthony 
over a real, or fancied, a f f r o n t  during the course  of 
a debate on Wolf Scalp bounties,  Royston tried to s t o p  

. the struggle, which was fought  with Bowie  knives, by 
shoving a chair between t h e  t w o  antagonis ts ,  but was 
unsuccessful in his efforts. 

Grandison D. Royston spent m o s t  of his l i f e  in pub- 
lic service. Under the administration of President Tyler 
he was appointed United States District Attorney for  
Arkansas. He held this posit ion u n t i l  1842. Royston 
saw no war-time service. His t i t l e  of Brigadier General 
was acquired when he served as Mili t ia  Chief under Gov- 
ernor Thomas S. Drew (1844-1849). In 1858 he w a s  s e n t  
to t h e  Arkansas Senate to represent the counties of 
Hempstead, LaFayette 'and Pike. In t h i s  session he be- 
came t h e  father of the Levee System and t h e  State's 
Flood  Con t ro l  P lans .  

The Civil War brought to Royston the  same problems 
which faced other prominent southerners .  He was actually 
a Unionist and was opposed to i t s  dissolution. When 
secession w a s  an accomplished fact, however, and the 
Confederate S t a t e s  formed, he supported the m o v e  to the 
best of his ability. He was elected to the Confederate 
Congress and s e w e d  at Richmond f o r  t w o  years. 

A f t e r  the w a r  his f inanc ia l  and political p o s i t i o n  
was considerably altered, He resumed the practice of 
law in Washington, but held no political office or 
appointment until 1874 when he was again chosen as a 
delegate to the Constitutional Convention of t h a t  year. 
He served as President of that body. 

Royston died at Washington, Arkansas, on August 14, 
1889, He was in his e i g h t i e t h  year. 
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