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Built circa 1830 by General Grandison D. Royston, this
fine old home reflects characiaristics of the Greek Reviv-
al style.

The original plan, 55'-4" wide and 50'-10" deep con-
sisted of four rooms, two on each side of a spacious
central hall. Between each pair of siderooms is a back
to back double fireplace. A shed roof porchlike structure
was later added on the back (south) facade, housing a kit-
chen.

A prominent construction feature, 10" x 10" solid, hand
hewn sills rest on brick and stone piers and support the
sawn stud walls and floor joists. Underpinning between peri-
rmeter piers on the north facade is wood diamond lattice

‘work. The exterior is finished with horizontal beveled

siding and corner boards, the architrave and frieze are
flat boards with cornices boxed.

The roof is medium hipped, currently covered with com-
position shingles. In 1934, an Historic American Buildings
Survey indicated roofing material as corrugated iron with
formed metal ridges. The gabled roof of the entrance porch
ends in a Greek Revival pediment supported by four square,
tapered columns with moulded capitals and square plinth.

Double hung window sashes contain 6 x 6 lights, flat
board side surrounds carrying an entablatured head piece. \
The windows are shuttered with louvered blinds.

There are two main chimneys single stacked units one
offset left, one offset right, inside ended, running bond
brick construction with corbeled caps.

The single entrance door with six raised panels is set
within an architrave with flush side lights and flush tran-
som.

To quote the Kendrew Report, Some Historic Buildings in
Arkansas, Royston House:

"The Royston House is one of the finest remaining houses
in this community. It is of the Greek Revival period and
dates back to the 1830's. It has not been greatly altered
and most of the original details are in place. It has fine
proportions, large and commodious rooms with high ceilings
and the central hall is a real feature of the house, giving
it elegance and scale. The ownership of the house is in
sympathetic hands.”
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Grandison D. Royston house is one of the finest
extant examples of Greek Revival Style in Arkansas. This
style was prevalent in Arkansas from early 1830's to
early 1860's. This house may well be amcong the first
examples of the Greek revival period and thereby respon-
sible for establishing the trend.

General Grandison D. Reoyston was a significant figure
in the growth and development of the State of Arkansas.
His political involvement ranged from the territorial
periocd through more than four decades as a State, both
in the Union and the Confederacy.

Royston was born in Carter County, Tennessee, on Decem-
ber 9, 180%. He grew to manhood and was educated in that
State. He read law, and was admitted to the bar in Decem-

- ber of 1831.

On April 1, 1832, he arrived in Fayetteville, Arkansas
where he attempted to establish a law practice. Apparently
he was not toc successful for he alsc taught school in
order to supplement his income. In December of 1832, he
moved to Washingten, in Hempstead County.

Washingten was located on the Southwest Trail which
ran from St. Genevieve, Missouri to Fulton, Arkansas,
crossing the State of Arkansas, diagonally, from north-
east to southwest. This was the route of the emigrants
from the United States who were moving to Texas to take
up lands under the Republic of Mexico.

There were opportunities for a young lawyer in the
frontier community. In 1833 he was appointed Prosecu-
ting Attorney for the Third Judicial District of the
Territory of Arkansas, and held the position till the
fall of 1835 when he was chosen as a delegate to the
Constitutional Convention that framed the Constitution
under which Arkansas was admitted to the Union. In 1836,

{ continued -
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8. SIGNIFICANCE, Continued

he was elected Hempstead Ccunty Representative to the
first Arkansas Legislature. On December 6, 1837, he
was elected speaker of the House. It is interesting

to note that he was elected to fill the peosition left
vacant by the death of speaker John Wilson. Wilson had
been stabbed to death by Representative Jochn J. Anthony
over a real, or fancied, affront during the course of

a debate on Wolf Scalp bounties. Royston tried to stop
the struggle, which was fought with Bowie knives, by
shoving a chair between the two antagonists, but was
unsuccessful in his efforts.

Grandison D. Royston spent most of his life in pub-
lic service. Under the administration of President Tyler
he was appointed United States District Attorney for [
Arkansas. He held this position until 1842. Royston
saw no war-time service. His title of Brigadier General
was acquired when he served as Militia Chief under Gov-
ernor Thomas S. Drew (1844-184%). In 1858 he was sent
1, to the Arkansas Senate to represent the counties of

Hempstead, LaFayette and Pike. 1In this session he be-
came the father of the Levee System and the State's
Flood Control Plans.

The Civil War brought to Royston the same problems
which faced other prominent southerners. He was actually
a Unionist and was opposed to its dissclution. When
secession was an accomplished fact, however, and the
Confederate States formed, he supported the move to the
best ¢f his ability. He was elected to the Confederate
Congress and served at Richmond for two years.

After the war his financial and political position
was considerably altered. He resumed the practice of
law in Washington, but held no political office or
appointment until 1874 when he was again chosen as a
delegate to the Constitutional Convention of that year.
He served as President of that body.

Royston died at Washington, Arkansas, on August 14,
1889. He was in his eightieth year.
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