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The Good le t tg in i s  significant because it; is t h e  only 
completely stezrn-powered cotton g i n  s t i l l  operable in 
the united Sta tes .  B u i l t  in 1883 by Captain Dave 
Goodle t t ,  this g i n  has been continually owned and 
operated by the Goodlett f ami ly .  

Soon a f t e r  the C i v i l  War Captain Dave Goodlett bought 
1400 acres of land in Hempstead County. After clear ing  
the land he began growing cotton.  F o r  several years 
he used a nearby gin to process his crop,  but in 1883 
he b u i l t  a gin of his own. Using pine cut f r o m  h i s  
own f a r m  Captain Goodle t t  b u i l t  a g i n  b u i l d i n g  and 
scale house.  These S u i l d i n g s  have required only a f e w  
minor repairs dur ing  t h e i r  90 year history. 

For the first 15 years  af its operation t h e  g i n  pro- 
duced an average of two bales of cotton per  day. Seed 
co t ton  w a s  brought  to t h e  gin in baskets a l l  f a l l  and 
winter .  The stands were f e d  by hand and the l i n t  was 
tramped by f o o t .  Mules were used to power the screw 
press, Dur ing  the late 19th cen tu ry  most areas of t h e  
Cotton B e l t  h a d  a gin in every county and at many county 
crossroads. The f a r m e r s  would draw t h e i r  wagons u? in 
a line and w a i t  their turn to have the i r  cotton ginned.  
During t h e  g inn ing  season farmers spent many sociable 
hour s  wai t ing  t h e i r  turn at t h e  g i n ,  The ~ o o d h e t t g i n  
is representative of t h i s  era of American agricultural 
history. 

In 1898 the gin was modernized w i t h  the installation of 
ttm 60-saw s tands ,  a new bo i l e r  and an Atlas steam 
engine .  T h i s  $250.00 steam engine was used to power a 
t ramper ,  a con t i nen t a l  drop-side press, m~ a Thomas 
stesrn ram. 
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A wooderi c o n t i n e n t a l  distributor with l i n t  flue was added 
in 1911, along with a drag type ,  wooden-box conveyer 
d i s t r i b u t o r ,  In the late 19303 t w o  rebui l t  70-saw stands 
and t w o  rebuil t  feeders were i n s t a l l ed ,  and t h e  o r ig ina l  
boiler was replaced w i t h  a new one, 

syrup-making was another service long-performed by the  
Goodlett  gin. Sorghum and r ibbon cane were crushed by 
a steam powe~ed m i l l  and the syrup cooked in a s t e m  
heated pan. A third production of the Goodle"i gin  was 
t h a t  of cornmeal, A stone g r i s t  m i l l  was used for m a n y  
years to g r i n d  corn ,  b u t  has now been replaced by a h a m -  
m e r  m i l l .  In the early days of t h e  m i l l  the neighborhood 
customers o f t e n  brought t h e i r  corn and sorghum to the 
mill on week-ends and enjoyed a socizble gathering while 
t h e i r  meal and cane were being ground. 

The  last  major r epa i r  on t h e  gin plant w a s  made in 1952 
when a n e w  set of p i s ton  rings were made by a machinist 
familiar w i t h  t h e  Goodlett gin .  For three generations 
t h e  Musgrave family of Nashville, Arkansas did a l l  the  
repair work on t h e  engine and h a s  kept it in r u n n i n g  
condi t ion  s ince  its i n s t a l l a t i o n  in 1898. 

. During the l95Urs and 1960's the product ion  of cotton,corn, 
sorghum and r ibbon cane greatly declined in t h e  O z a n  area. 1 

W i t h  no co t ton  ko gin or corn to'grind t h e  gin and 1-11511 
s h u t  down commercial production in 1966. 

Though co t ton  gins are, of course, still Ln operation 
throughout t h e  South, the Goodlett  gin ,is unique in that 
it is steam powered. Although not  in operation at t h i s  
t i m e ,  the unique Goodle t t  gin is s t i l l  fully operable. 
It is a replica of the a g r i c u l t u r a l  and comntericl way of 
l i f e  of the rural South in t he  late 19th and ea r ly  20th 
centuries. 

t 



The old steam powered gin, commonly referred to as the  
Goodlett g i n ,  stands on t h e  Goodlett f a r m  near Ozan, 
Arkansas. A p r i n c i p a l  two-storey wood building and 
t w o  additional wood edifices comprise t h e  b u i l d i n g  corn- 
plex. They are l oca ted  in what w a s  a heavily wooded 
site adjacent to a one-half acre m i l l  pond dug about 

. t h e  t i m e  the o r i g i n a l  bu i ld ing  was constructed in 1883. 
The pond suppl ied  the gin's w a t e r  needs of several 
hundred gallons p e r  day. 

One adjacent wood bui ld ing  served as a shed under which 
wagons were weighed. It was built d u r i n g  the 1890's. 
The other bui ld ing,  of one-storey wood frame construction 
is located beside the pr inc ipa l  s t r u c t u r e  and connected 
to it by a shed roof. It served as a cotton seed house  
f o r  seeds removed from the c o t t o n ,  

The central two-storey structure w i t h  gable roof and 
rec t i l inear  plan is straddled by one-storey shed roof 
extensions on either s i d e  ~f its short ax is ,  The build-  
ings  were constructed from timber cut from the  nearby 
forest,  The timbers w e r e  of varying s i zes  to accommodate 
t h e  d i f f e r e n t  space needs of t h e  g i n .  Most timbers are 
c u t  from "hear t  pine. A s i d i n g  of one (1'9 inch by 
twelve ( 1 2 " )  inches pine sheathes the s t ruc tures .  A 
corrugated, galvanized sheet m e t a l  roof is in good shape, 
as i s  m o s t  of t h e  lumbsr used in the  o r i g i n a l  cons t ruc-  
t i on .  The  ground f loor  is of compacted d i r t  and con ta ins  
the main power source, a 250 horse-power steam engine ,  

I and i t s  a t t e n d a n t  jack sha f t s ,  pulleys and b e l t s ,  The 
upper storey 05 wood frame construction contains t h e  
essential cotton ginning  machinery. The supplementary 
operat ions of the g i n  inc lude  a feed and meal g r inde r  
and a sorghum press located on t h e  ground floor. 

Few alterations to the or ig ina l  structure have been made, 
other  t h a n  minor r epa i r s .  P e r i o d i c a l l y :  n e w  equipment 
was added which increased t h e  eff ic iency of t h e  gin.  

The skate of Arkansas has recently purchased the ~oodlett 
g i n  and plans are underway to reldcate it a-k nearby Old . 
washington State Park. The Goodlett  g i n  w i l l  be put  
bzck into operat ion to illustrate for  park v i s i to r s  the  
cotton g i n n i n g  i n d u s t r y  of the late 19th centmy. 
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A s  the dtsigivtd State Liaism OEIicer for the Na- 

t ional HiatoEc P m e r ~ a t i n n  Act el I966 (Public Law 

89465) ,  I h m b y  nominate this property for inclusIoa 

i n  the Nationst Regis ter  and certiry that i t  has teen 

~ v a f u a t e d  accord* to the r i t e r i a  and pmecbres set 

forth by the Nationil Park Service. The t e c m w d ~  

level of significnnce or :his nomimtion is: 

Nmtioral a State 13 Local 0 

I hereby certify that this proprty is included in the 

Elatlane1 Register. 

DFrettor, OIIIcs of A n h w l o g y  and His:crtc Prsa*nsl iarr  

C.r t e 

ATTEST: 
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