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3. Classification 
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- structure - both w o r k  In progntss - ed ucalionmrwl xplvatm rcnM- 
- silts Public ~cqulsition Accssaibh - entertainment - retiglous 
- object - in process 2 yes: rastrkted - government - sefentlilc 

- being con~idefbd - yes: unrmrictsd - Industrial - trans- 
- no - military - other: 

4. Owner of Property 

Sheri d a , ~  a i c h t l y  d a b k  Arkansas elty, town 

Legal Description 

courthouse, rwistry oi M a ,  ate. Grant County Courthouse 

street & n u m b  Ccn ter S trw t 

Shcri dan sws Arkansas 

6. Rewesentation in Existins Surveys 

tRk N/A has thls property h n  determined e!lglb!e? - yes - no 

dab k k a l  - atate c o u n t y  l o c a l  - 



B u  f /or 

7. Description 

Candith Cheek me Check one 
- axcellsrrt - dsterforated - unaltered original alte 

9- - wins 1 altered - moved asre - talr - unexposud 

O m ~ r t k  thr prrwnt and odglnal (If known) physical -armnce 

Built by one o f  Sherfdan's f i r s t  physicians and prominent ci t fzens,  the Butler House 
stands as an early intact reminder o f  the town k early development and prosperity as  
a south Arkansas lmber center, As one o f  the f i n e s t  examples of Colonial Revival 
architecture i n  the area, the  Butler House gracefully displays the modest d e t a i l s  
associated ni t h  t h i  s style. The one-story frame resf dence maintains i t s  ori g j  nal 
floor plan and possesses di st i  nct i  we leaded glass tranrms and an C-shdped porch 
supported by Dor ic  columns w i t h  brick p ie r  bases. 

The Butler House i s  s4 tuated on a corner l o t ,  separated frm Oak Street by an original  
wrought iron fence. The exterior of the one-story structure i s  clad i n  narrow neather- 
board s iding and possesses the simple yet elegant details of a Col a n i a l  Revival cottage, 

Certaf nly one of the ff nest residentjal structures i n  Sheridan, the bui 1 ding rests on 
a high brick foundation and i s  covered by a c m p e s i t i  on shingled hlpped r o o f  w i  t h  
transverse gables. E i  gh t-pane casement w i  n d m  are centered i n each pediment. The 
rear west  side i s  dominated by a sleeping porch wrapped w i t h  two-over-two double-hung 
windows and topped by a three-sided hipped roof. The facade i s  asymnetrical with  a 
s i  zeable projection on the southeast front. A gable roof extends. to cover the projection 
with a horizontally placed oval leaded glass  window flanked an each side w i t h  a keystone 
and centered i n  the pediment. The main mass of the structure i s  pierced by three br ick  
chimneys placed on the east  end o f  the north roof slope and the east and west  end of 
the south roof slope. 

The focal window on the f r o n t  gabled projection i s  topped w i t h  leaded glass and 
flanked by one-over-one double-hung windows half  the  width of the f o c a l  sash. A porch, 
supported by simple Doric columns on b r i c k  piers and embell ished w i t h  square brick 
columns a t  the three comers, wraps from the front projection t o  the north gable. The 
north s i d e  i s  enhanced by a modest project ion under t h e  gable fronr which three 
nine-over-nine double-hung windms fur ther  pro ject  supported by brackets. Excluding 
the sleeping porch, gable and focal windows, a l l  are six-over-six double-hung windows. 

The front entry Ts a s f n g t e  walnut paneled door wi th  a glass upper sash. A broad leaded 
glass transom and walnut and glass single-pane sidel ights surround the door. 

With very 1 i t t le  modification, the house's origf nal floor plan remains i n t a c t .  The front 
entry opens t o  a large foyer wfth a fireplace on the center back w a l l .  On the immediate 
l e f t  i s  the room formerly used by Dr. But ler  as an o f f i c e  and presently used as a 
f a m i  ly room. A doornay t o  the l e f t  of the fSrepTace opens t o  a long hallway of f  of  which 
are located the bedrooms, bathrooms and one o f  two entrances t o  the ki tchen, The ha7 1 
u l t imate ly  ends i n  the  rear sleep$ ng porch. From the foyer, the door to  t h e  r i g h t  of 
the simple brick f ireplace leads t e  the  dining room. the second entrance t o  the kitchen 
i s  from the dln ing  room. A b u t l e r "  pantry with a pass-through window t o  a walk-in 
pantry and o r i g i na l  cab1 nets are notable features of the kitchen. - 
A1 1 i n t e r i  or entries possess wal n u t  pocket doors w i  t h  wal n u t  surrounds and glass transoms. 
Walnut floors are found throughout most o f  the  house. 



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistork 
- 1400-1491 
- 150&1595 
- 160G1699 
- 1 700-1 799 
- 180b1899 

1900- 

Areas ef Significance--Cheek and justify belaw 
frcheology-prehistoric - ., community planning - - - landscape architecture.  religion 
~rcheology-historic -- conservation law Sclence 
~grlculture -- economics literature - sculpturn 

2 architecture -- education - military - social1 
-- art . - . engineering - rnusle humanitarian 
. .- commerce ewploratton~settfemanl - philosophy - theater 
- communicaHons Industry -- politicwgovernrnent - WanspMatlon 

invention 1 other (specify) 

Smciflc dmtes 1914 BuildwlArthitect unknown 

Statement of Significance [in ons paragraph) 

SUMMARY 

The Butler House, located two blocks north o f  the courtsquare i n  Sheri dan, Arkansas, 
i s  a noteworthy example of the e a r l i e s t  popular archi tectural  style t ha t  can be found 
i n  the Grant county seat. Bui 1 t by one o f  t he  town' s f i r s t  physicians i n  1914, this 
property e x h i b i t s ,  i n  modest proportions, the  f ine attention t o  d e t a i l s  so often found 
i n  a Colonial Revival cottage. In addit ion to i t s  stylish.facade, the Butler House 
continues t o  serve as a symbol asd remindor of the devel crpr.~er;t of Shzr i  rlan acd G m t  
County, through i t s  assocation w i t h  the  Butler and Sims fami l ies .  

ELABORATION - 
. 

For the  most part ,  nineteenth century- settf ement and deve'i opmknt bypasses what i s  
now G r a n t  County. Although there i s  e ~ i d e ~ c e  of ear ly  Indian occupation around Sheridan, 
the f i r s t  s i gn i f i can t  white settlement did not occur u n t i  1 a f t e r  the  C i v i  1 War. In fac t ,  
the tuwu 3f Sheridan, named surprisingly ..enough i n  honor o f  the Union C i  v i  1 War hero 
Genera 1 rhi 1 i p S he r i  dan , was not i ncorporated-unti 1 1887. I t  was not unti 1 ra i  l road 
t r anspor ta t i on  was brought t o  Grant  County i n  the 1880's t h a t  the timber industry 
began t o  d e w 1  op- an i n d u s t r y  t h a t  would susta in  and bolster tile Gr3r.t Caunty economy 
t o  the present time. . -- . - - -  

Dr. John L. Butler was practicing medicine i n  Sheridan as early as 1891 and provided 
medical care to the, thousands o f  workers a t  Grant County logging camps around the 
tu rn  o f  the  century. He was act ive in many c i v i c  2.ffai rs , serving as a member of the 
School Beard and Grant Cflunty Bank Board of D i  rec-icllas, dnd was considered one of 
Sheridan's most inf luent ial  and prominent c i t i z e n s .  I t  was only natural  t h a t  Dr. Butler 
was especi a1 ly conscious o f  t he  1 o c a t i  on and syl e o f  h i s  new home. Oak Street, extending 
north form the courtsquare, was the f i rs t  street t o  be graveled i n  Sheridan, a mark in 
1905 of i t s  importance t o  residents o f  the city. Dr. Butler was j u s t  one o f  three 
physicians who chose to  occupy corner lots a t  the i nte rsec t i an  o f  Oak and High St ree ts .  
H i  s neighbors i n c l  uded the county judge, s h e r i f f ,  school princi pal  , mayor, and prosperous 
7 ocal merchants. 
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10. Geographical Data 
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