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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

014 Bethel Methodist Church and School Building, located at the old Finch
Community, typifies the simple, rural vernacular public building that was built
before or just after the turn of the century in Arkansas. The history of this build-
ing illustrates well the history of the small community of Finch, as well as the
history of most small rural communities in Arkansas. It is significant both archi-
tecturally and historically as the sole visual reminder of a part of Greene County's
history, which is rapidly being forgotten.

The original Bethel Methodist Church was constructed in 1880, a small, one-
story, white frame church. In 1900, a storm destroyed this building ard in 1901 an
almost identical building replaced the original structure. George Russell, a local
rarpenter, built the building using native materials of cypress and pine. It

:asures 20 feet by 40 feet and has a high pitched roof covered by tin. Exterior
“walls are covered with six inch beveled pine siding, while interior walls and ceiling
:re beaded pine wall board. Adjacent to it is a cemetery that dates to 1886.

Primarily a Methodist Church, 0ld Bethel also served duty as a school for the
Finch Conmunity until 1326. Finch once was a thriving farming community, but scon
" after the first World War, Finch met the same fate as many other rural Arkansas

communities. Fzoples left the small communitiss to settle in nearky towns. & con-
solidation of the Finch School District #57 into the Walcott School District ended
the educational ssrvige of Q14 Bethel. However, it had been an illustrious careser,
culminating in the production of five doctors and several other locally prominent
persons,

Near the same time, the Methodist Church ceased having services in the build-
ing also. The building was used irregularly until 1941 when it was permanently
vacated.

The years of emptiness and neglect seriocusly deteriorated 0ld Bethel. 1In 1973,
the building was in poor condition with missing windows, rotted flooring and part of
the west elevation missing.

A concerned group, many of whom had worshipped or attended school in the
building or had family in the adjacent cemetery,began restoration of the structure.
Today, 0ld Bethel locks much as it did at its completion in 1901, It is wused fer
church services when the weather is mild, and has become a source of great community

ride.
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Paragould Daily Press, May, 1974; 6/28/77

"01d Bethel Methodist Church & Country School.” Article on file at the Arkansas
Historic Preservation Program.

1JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 2 acres
UTM REFERENCES
_815'l‘7!‘1|0|‘!§1§'ﬂl 3 7 0 Bllllllliilll,lllltl
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING, . NORTHING __

el J Ll Ly o) el o SO P e O P

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

T

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY ] CODE

FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

Donna Duvall, Historian and Frezil Miller, Architectural Historian

ORGANIZATION DATE

Arkansas Historic Preservaticon Program September, 1977
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHOME

Suite 500, Continental Building, Main at Markham , _ 501-371-2763 . - |
CITY DR TOWM STATE

Littler Rock Arkansas 72201

Q?LESTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE (S:
NATIONAL ___ STATE____ Locar X

As tha designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-655). 1
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it hes been evaluated according to the

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. \? _
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE Q :A 3 er
¥ * </ ~
TITLE _ DATE

i

rOR NP5 USE ONLY
| HER<BY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED N THE NATIONAL REGISTER

DATE

2IRECTOR, OFFICE OF ARCHEQLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION .

8T DATE

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER

GPO 892-451




-

1“-.,:,:"; ¥y 2

. i v 1 \ Tt tl
.%. . - il o ' = - = ) Y
At isaes A ot : e A
g At 3 b 2 i ¥ . ¥ 3 . 2 :»‘m..é ol
a7 * Y : it oy o ! B s T ke f.qr. » 4

74

e W 4 e e R

Vi

.... f L 1 i Ml Y .., : : ; : ! i : i F .ru.s
SR

fi
-
o




—
P ————
" —
————
————————
i)
I ——

1
|

|

|

i
F

IH

!

...‘v AT
.L

A

LT T
LS, vy
q.nl..m..:)m.




Form Mo tQ-201a
[Rew. T 74

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES ~ |f€CEVED

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ATE ENTEQED :

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES --[ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

o |
3.1 NAME
ol
HISTORIC
Bethel Methodist Church & School
AND/OR COMMON
_ E ;:i LOCATION
CITY. TOWN _X vicinty of COUNTY STATE
Finch Greene Arxansas
‘& PEIOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT Bob Dunn DATEOFPHOTO 1977
NEGATIVEFILED AT Arkansas Historic Preservation Program
e
E!g- i IDENTIFICATION
OESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STAEET PHOTO NO.
View of north elevation 1

INT: 208375




;L
b

e

e
(1

.!

0ld Bethel Methodist Church
Greene County, Arkansas
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