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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Old Bethel Methodist Church and School Building,  located at the  old Finch 
Community, t ~ i f i e s  t h e  simple, rural vernacular public building that was b u i l t  
&=ore or j u s t  af ter  t h e  t u r n  of the  cen tu ry  i n  Arkansas. The history of this build- 
i n g  i l lus trates  well t he  history of the small community of Finch, as we1l.a~ the 
history of most small rural communities in Arrkansas. It is significant both archi- 
tecturally and h i s to r i ca l ly  as  the sole visual reminder of a part 05 Greene County's 
h i s t o r y ,  which is rapidly being forgotten. 

The or ig ina l  Bethel Methodist Church was constructed in 1880, a small, one- 
story, white frame church. In 1900, a storm destroyed t h i s  building and in 1901 an 
a lmos t  ident ical  building replaced the original structure. George Russell, a local 
carpenter ,  built the bui ld ing  us ing  native materials of cypress and pine. It 

2asures 20 feet by 4 0  feet and has a high pitched roof covered by tin. Exterior 
31a l l s  are covered w i t h  s i x  i nch  beveled pine siding, while i n t e r i o r  walls and ceiling 
:re beaded p i n e  w a l l  board. Adjacent to it is a cemetery that dates to 1886. 

Primarily a Methodist Church, O l d  Bethel also served duty as a school for t he  
F inch  Conx,unity zntil 1326. Finch once was a .t>rfving £crxi::i. comuni . ty ,  b ~ t  533:: 

' aEter the first World I-, Finch met the same fate a s  many other rural Arkansas 
communities. Fzoplz left the small caxn*mitles ta settle in  oarb by to-mas. P. corn-- 
solidation of t he  Finch School District #57 i n t o  t h e  Walcott School District ended 
the educational s z m i z e  of Old B e t h e l .  However* it had been an illustrious career, 
culminating in the production of f i ve  doctors and several other locally prominent 
per sons. 

Near t he  same time, the  Methodist Church ceased having services in t h e  build- 
ing also. The building was used irregularly until 1943 when it was permanently 
vacated. 

The years of emptiness and neglect seriously deteriorated Old Bethel .  In 1973, 
the building was in poor condition w i t h  missing windows, ro t ted  f loor ing  and part of 
the w e s t  elevation missing. 

A concerned group, many of whom had worshipped o x  attended school i n  t he  
building or had family in the adjacent cemetery,began restorat ion of t h e  structure. 
Today, Old Bethel looks mch as it did at its completion in 1901; It is used fcr 
church services when the weather is mild, and has becone a source of great community 
ride. 

-, 
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