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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL liF KNCWN) PHYSICAL APPEAHANCE

The Greene County Courthouse at Paragculd is a large, rectangular structure with
Georgian Revival elements predominating. The original red brick of the court-
house has been covered with brown stucco.

The low-hipped roof has gables on the southeast, northeast, northwest, and south-
west corners. Each gable is pedimented and has a semicircular air vent. BAbove
the front and rear entrances are two more gables. These gables are larger than
the others  and have brackets cutlining the pediment. Fanlights are also featured -
in the center of these two gables. The cornice line of the xoof i5 classzsically
detailed and bracketed.

In the center of the rococf is a-sguare, frame cupola. Wren the courthouse was
originally constructed, the sguare cupeola was the base of a clock tower. The

tower had a clock with double-louvered windows above i% and an arched belfry

topped by a dome with ogee roof and spire. BAbout 1970 the dome tower was condenned
ané removed from the courthouse.

The facade (which faces south) and the rear elevation are similarly constructed.
Both have arched, recessad doarwvavs. The reweal of ths doorywavs ars paneled. T
four-zanel double doors have glass in the uppar-half and feabure semicirculiar i
atilted fanlights. Above the doorways on the slightly projecting center bays are
archad windows. Decorations accent the trznsom bars and mullions which form a

cross in the arched windows. One difference between the facade and tho back

elevation is the entrance steps. The facade has six steps and features handrails

with spiral balusters, while the rear steps have only two steps and plain handrails.

Protruding center bays with arched doorways and arched windows are featurad on the
side elevations also. The dooxs do not have fanlights however,-as do the doors on

the facade and rear elevations. The center bays on the side elevations form double
chimneys, reminiscent of Medieval architecture. ’

Windows are_ddublthung sash with double-pane transoms above each one. wide,
decorativae lintels and slender lugsills are featured on each window.

A two-storey addition was attached to the west elevation in 1916. The appendage,
which houses the waults, has a flat roof and has a stucco wall finich. The first-
storey windows on the addition, which have iron bars ovex them are double-hung

and transomad. The windows of the top storey are double-hung, bui they have no
transoms nor iron bars. The east and west elevations of the addition have no
first-floor openings, but the upper storey has windows. Onto this appendagz has bsen
added a small, one—-storey frame storage building. A similar one has also bren added
to the east elevation, just right of the entrance door.

Tre original floor planof the interior has been altered to accommodate. the need
for office space. High ceilings, plastered walls, and tile floors are prescnt.
Mo outstonding architectural features acpear in the interioxr.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The largest number of architecturally significant public buildings in Arkansas are
the courthouses scattered over the state's seventy-five counties. A structural
symbol of American government, the county courthouse serves as the center of local
political activity. Often the largest and most costly building in the county, the
courthouse is almost always a source cf pride to the citizens who financed and
make use of its facilities.

Graene County was formed in 1833 from part of Lawrence County and named in honor of
General Nathaniel Greene, the Revolutionary Wax hero. The first center of county
business was the Crowley Plantation, home of Benjamin Crowley. This servad nntil

[l Y

= first official county se2at was salagctod at Paris in 1525. Paris was solaccaed
cause i* was then in the centsr of the county. The coarthouse, a vacaﬂL, hewn-
log house, sighteen feet square, served from 1835 to 1848.

In 1848 the county seat was moved to Gainesville, five miles southwast of Paris, and
Paris as a community disappeared. The new courthouse built at Gainesville was a
three-storey frame building with the county offices occupying the first floor, the
courtroom cn the second floor, and a Masonic Hall on the top floor. The courthousa
was a thiriy-feet square building. T

This courthouse burned in 1874, destroying many county records. ~ A storeroom
temporarily served as a courthouse, but it also burned in the same year destroying
the remaining records. Another fire destroyed the fourth courthouse in 1876.

Arson was suspacted in each case of fire, so the new courthouse constructe=d at
Gainesville in 1877 contained a fircproof safe that cost the county $1105.00.

On March 3, 1883, Paragould became incorporated, and a subsequent election in
September, 1884, moved the county seat to the new town. The Ben Wood House on the
west end of Main Street was uscd for a courthouse until 1884, when a temporary
courthouse was built at a cost of $1124.00.

The present courthouse at Paragould was contracted in 1887 at a bid of $14,700.00.
The citizens of the county decided to add a clock, and an additional $700 had to
be szubséribed for it. The original plans drawn by J. E. Shane, which called for a

me, had to be modified for the clock and this raised the cost an extra $300.0C.
-une tower on which the clock was located has since been removed. In April, 18388,
the courthouse was completed and occoupied.
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The original wall surface of the courthouse was-red brick, but the brick has since
been covered by brown stucco. Other alterations include the removal of the clock
tower and the .adaptive alterations made to the interior for office space. A
major addition was added in 1916 to the west elevation to serve as the vault room.
T™wo storage facilities of white frame have also been made to the jail and east

elevation.

The Greene County Courthouse, like many of the other courthouses in the state, is
significant both architecturally and historically. Built just after Paragould
bacame incorporated, it is located in a court sguare in what was the middle of the
new town. Around it sprang up other municipal and government buildings. Though
it no longer remains centered because of the growth of Paragould, the Greene
County Courthouse is still located in the heart of the old city.
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