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DESCRIBE THE PilES ENT AND ORIGINAL [IF KNOWMI PAYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Greene County Courthouse at ParagcuLd is a large, r e c t a n g u l a r  structure wj..C\ . 

Georg ian  Revival e lements  predominating. The o r i g i n a l  r e d  b r i c k  of the court-  
house has been covered with brown. stucco. 

, The low-Sipped roof has gables on t h e  soothesst, northeast, northwest ,  and south- 
west corners. mch gable is pedimented and 3as a semicircular a i r  veat. Above 
the f ront  and rear entrances axe t w o  nore gables.  These gables are larger than 
the  othersand bave brackets outlining t5e  pediment. FanJights are also featured - 
in t h e  center of these two gables, The cornice l i n e  of the roof is classically 

. detailed and bracketed- 

In the ccnter o f  the roof is a-square, frame cupola. Wnen the cotuthouss was 
original ly constrccted, the square cupola v7as the base of a clock tower, The 
toyer ha l  a clock w i t h  double-louvered windows above it and an arched belfry 
t o g p e d  by a dome with ogee rcof and spire- &out 1970 the dome t o w e r  was condemned 
and reno-~ed from t he  courthouse, 

'lire facade (which fzces south) an2 t5e rear elevation are similarly cc;l.st-,ructed. 
Doth bave arched,  wccesszd docrr:.ray.;. The rev-3nl or' 312 d ~ o ~ s z i y s  a r e  ps:?cl:Z. T' .--l 

Zol~r->znel dcuhle  doors have y l a s s  i n  ?he u ? ? ? r - k ~ I E  and Eeaturc acmic i r cuLar  .I 
..j..d 

- 
s t i l ted  f a n l i g h t s .  Above the doornays on tile s l i gh t ly  projecting c c n t e r  bays are 
arched vrindous. Decorations accent the  trensom bars and  nulli ions which form a 
cross in t h e  arched windows. One difference between the facade and thz back 
elevztioa is the en t rance  step?, The t a c a ~ e  has six steps and features handrails 
w i t h  spir~l balusters,_1~4lile the rear steps have only two steps and plain handrails. 

Protruding cenker bays w i t h  arched doo,?uays and arched windo~vs are featurad on the 
side elevations also. The doors do not have fanlights however, - as do t h e  doors on 
t h e  facade and rear  elevations. The center  bays on the side clevafzions form double 
chimneys, reminiscent of Medieval archi tec ture .  

windows are -dduble-hung sash with double-pane transoms above each one. V i d e ,  
decorative l i n t e l s  and slender lugs i l l s  are featured on each windaw- 

n trm-storey addition was attached to t h e  west elevation in 1916- Thn appendage, 
which houses the vaults, has a f l a t  roof 2nd has a stucco wal l  f i n i s h ,  The f irst -  
storey windm:s on t h e  addition, which have i r o n  bars over them are double-hung 
and transoned. The windows of the t op  storey'are double-hung, but t h e y  have no 
transoms nor  i r o n  bars- The east and w e s t  elevations of the acidition have no 
first-Floor o p n i n g s ,  b u t  t h e  u p e r  s t o r e y  has ~~~~~~~is- O n t o  t h i s  appcndag~ has been 
added a s m a l l ,  one-storey frame storaqe b t ~ i l d i n g .  A similar one hns a l s o  been ndr?ed 
to the east elevation, just right  oE t h e  entrance door. 

. . . . .  . . \ 
Tke o r i ~ i n a l  f loo r  plan of t h e  in ter ior  has  Seen a l t e r d  to acconmodate t h e  necbd 
for office space. Riqh ce i l ings ,  plasterafl  walls, and t i l c  f loors  are present. + 

No outstandi.ng architectural features zppear in the i n t e r i o x .  
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STATEMENT OF SIGN1 FICANCE 

T h e  largest nunber  of architecturally s i ~ i f i c a n t  public buildings in Arkansas axe 
I 

the courthouses scattered over the state" seventy-five counties. A s t r u c t u r a l  
syrrbol of American governzent, the county courthouse serves as the  center'of local. 

i 
' ! 

political activity. O f t e n  the largest- and most costly b u i l d i n g  in the cocnty, the 
cour thouse  is almost always a source of pride to the cit izens w h o  financed and 
make use of its facilities, . ? : 

i 
Gseene County was formed in 1833 f r o m  part of Lawrence County and named in honor of i 
General Nathaniel Greens, the Revolutionary War hero. Ths f i r s t  center of county 1 ! 
business was the Crowley Plantat ioa,  home of B e n j m i n  Crovley. This served ~ ~ n + i l  

2 Zizst-, oEiici3l tounky s o a t  !.i-ls S ~ l - 7 c t z d  at P ~ r i s  .ir. I E 2 . 5 .  P n r i s  vrns SPIECT~?~: 
a u s e  it was then  in t h e  cenkir of the county. Tne courthouse, a vacant, h e m -  I 

log house, e ighteen f ee t  square, Serve3 from lG35 to 1848. ! i 
I 

Xn 1848 tkz county seat w a s  mveift3 Gainesville, five miles sotztht~~est of Paris, and . I  
Paris as a c ~ m u n i t y  disappeared. Thp new courthouse b u i l t  at ~ainesville was a ! - 
three-store7 frame building t ~ i t h  the cour~ty off ices occupying the first f l oo r ,  t h e  ! 

courtroam cn t h e  second floor, and a Masonic Hall on the t o p  f loor .  The courthouse 
. . . .- 

was a thir3-feet  square building.  i 
1 

This courthouse bwned in 1874, des t roying many county rkords. ' A  storeroom 
temporarily serve6 as a courthouse, but it also burned in the same year destroying .4 
the remain~ng records. Anothex fire destroyed t h c  four th  courthouse in 1876. 

Arson w a s  suspected in each case of fire, so the new courthouse constructed at 
Gainesville in 1877 contained a fireproof safe that cost t h e  county $1105.00. 

On March 3 ,  1883, Paragauld becane incor?orated, and a su5sequant election in 
September, 2804, moved the  county seat to the new town. The Ben Wood House on t h e  
w e s t  end of Main Street was uscd for a courthouse until 1884, when a temporary 
e o u r t h ~ u s e  was built at a cos t  of $1154.00. 

Thc present cour thouse  at ParagortLd rias contracted in 1887 at a bid of $74,700.00. 
Thc c i t i z e n s  of t he  county decided t a  add a clock, a n d  an additional. $700 had 'to 
be suhscr.i'ocd for i t -  Thc oriqinal p l a n s  draw11 by J. E. Shane, which cal led for a 

n!?, had to be m o d i f i c c l  for thc  clock and this raised khe cost an ext ra  $300, OC. 
- t i c  tower on which the clock was located has sLnce becn removed. In P.pxi1, 10EiB, 
the cot~rthause was compl.ctec1 and otcupied . 
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The original wall surface of the courthousle was-red'brick, but the brick has since 
been covered by brown stucco. O t h e r  alterations include the removal o f  the clock 
tower and the.adaptive alterat ions made to the i n t e r i o r  f o r  office space. A 
major addition was added in 1916 to the west elevation to serve as t h e  vault: room. 
?do storage fac i l i t ies  of white frame have also been made to the j a i l  and e a s t  
elevakion. 

The Greene County  ourt tho use, like many of the other courthouses in the s hate, i s  
significant h t h  architecturally and historically, B u i l t  j u s t  after Paragould 
bzeame incorporated, it is located in a court square in what tvas  the middle of the 
ncv tom- Around it sprang up other municipal and government b u i l d i n g s .  Though 
i t  RO longer remains centered because o f  the  growth oE Paragould, the Grcene , 

County Courthouse i s  still located in t h e  h e a r t  of the old c i k y .  
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.- - crafton, Betty (Greene County CizrL.1, interviewed by phone, February 17, 3976. 

HansSrough, Vivian, History of Greene Coxnty Courthouse, ( L i t t l e  Rock: D-rnacrat 
p r i n t i n g  and Li thography  Co. ,  1946.) - 

5 P h i l l i p s ,  Gerald EGreene County Judge), personal interview, Jancary 21, 1976 at t h e  
'I Courthouse, Paragould, Arkansas. 

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY X ~ S S  than 1 3- 
UTM REFEXENCES 

. b d  - .  

4W IL-hdUuLI I 
Q S W ~ ' I ~ , , [ I I  1 1  - 

lZyi'4i i A f T r j  , , , , , , NORTHING ZONE EASTrNG NORTHING 

V E R S q l  BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
. . 

1 

j:: 1: 
!!. 1: 
i l  

i' I 

i 
i 
5 
S 
C 
6 

* .. . . .  I 
i 

. , .  . I 
ft 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PFIOPERTIES OVEaWPPlNG STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDAFI1ES 1 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 8 

W 
6 

STAT: CODE COUNTY CODE 1 

- 
- L--. ~JFORNI ?F,EPAsED BY 3 

KAME I TITLE $ r: 
Donna DuVall, H i s t o r i a n  :I !r 

QRGAN'f/,TIC.:I DATE h- 
3/9/76 .?ckansas H i s t o r i c  Preservation Proqsarn -* 
TELEPHONE 

:I 
STREET& NUMSEFr 3 

300 West Markham 371-1639 c .-- . -  - 
STATE CITY OR TOU'F: 

rl 

L i t t l e  Rock Arkansas  

 STATE HISTORIC DXXSE3VATIOM OFF1 CEIi CEXTIFICATION 
D 

i ' 

THE EVALUATED SIGNlFlCAKCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE 1s: 
;k 
r 

L O C A L L  NATIONAL- ' STATE - 
As the  dcsigna~ed Stare His~oric Pressrvalion Oficer foc the Flationa! Il~stonc Prcservation Act of 1958 (?u blic Law S9-6G5).  1 5 

'I 
h~reby  nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that ! t"t laJ baen evaluated according to the - F 

,I, .*/ 
%- 

criteria and procedures set forth by the Nationat Park Service. -17~; dd:,&.: =Y-.- i" f 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SlGNATUaE Annc B a r t l e y  ;, .&'2:/ '-. 2 L  
5 

I V L - -  ./ 
TITLE . . DATE -- g' 

Sta tc  Historic Prese rva t ion  Officer _ ..- - __.- - 3-9-76 
F 3 i :  MF S 'JSZ ENLY F I E ~ E E Y  CERTlFITilAi TkliS PROPERTY, I S  IsCLUDED 1N T;~E REGISTER i 

. . . p DATE -- - - 
DIRECTOR. OFFlCE OP h4CtlEOFOG'( AND HISTO3-1IC PRESERVATION 

1 ~ ~ 1 5 5 ~ .  DATE 












