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historic name Mumpheys' Dairy Farm 

other namestsite number GA0858 

2. Location - 

street & number 1675 Shady Grove Rd I I not for publication 

city or town Hot Sphgs  I I vicinity 

state Arkansas code AR county Garland code 51 zip code 71901 

3. StatelFederal Aaencv Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 

I hereby certify that this X nomination - request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards 
for registering properties in !he National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my opinion, the property X meets - does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property 
be considered significant at the following level{s) of significance: 

- national - statewide X local 

Signamre ofcertify~ng ofiaai fltle 
d21(/L 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
State or F-ederal agencylbwreau ar Tribal Gwemment 

In my opinion, HPe property - meets - d m  not meet the National Register criteria. 

Signawe of commenting official Date 

title State or Fedem1 agmcytbureau or TribaE &vwnmerrt 

4. National Park Service Cert'mcation 
I hereby certify that this property fs: 

I - entered in the National Register -determined eligible for the Natiwral Regrster 

t 
1 - determined no[ eligible for the National Register removed from the National Register 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Adon 
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5. Classification 

Ownemhip of Property Cate'gory of Property 
iC*reck as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not ~ n d d e  previousty listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing Noncontributing- 
building(s) 
district 

4 buildings 
public - Local 1 sites 

I I ~ubl ic  - State site structures 

public - Federal objects 
5 Total 

structure 

object 

Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously 
(Enter "NIA" if clroperty IS not par: of a nu!tinle property I~stfng) listed in the National Register 

N'A K! A 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from ~nstnrclions.) 

Current Fundions 
(Enter categorres toom instructions.) 

DOMESTlCJsingle dwelling 

AGR1CULTtrREISUBSISTENCUanimal facility 

AGRlCULTURElSUBSlSTENCEIpracessing 

VACANTINOT IN USE 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter mtegories from instructions.) 

Materials 
(Enter ca:epries from ~nstructiwts.) 

Craftsman 

No Style 

foundation: CONCRETE 

walk: STUCCO, STONE, CONCRETE, METAL, 

WOOD 

roof: ASPHALT. METAL 
v 

other: 
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Narrative Descriation 

Hutnphreys' Daiq  Farm commenced operation in the early 1900's. The f m  was continuowl y operated by the 
Humphreys family for three generations, however farming operafions ceased about six years ago. The farm is 
located about six miles from dountown Hot Spnngs. The setting includes open pasture and rolling hillsides, as 
well as treelines and fencing. The house, dairy barn and dairy plant sit on 14 acres of the original fm. The 
4,200 square foot one and one-half story Craftsman style fanrhouse was built around 1920 with an exterior of 
stucco. It i s  supported by a continuous cast-concrete foundation. Almost all w ~ d o w s  in the house are double- 
hung sashes with single panes of glass, The house still has tm70 original fieldstone chimneys and stone colwnns 
supporting the front porch. The Dutch-Colonial barn was built around the same time and utilized stone fiom the 
original 400-acre farm. The b m  is in disrepair, as one wing has collapsed. The dair?, plant, which produced 
several varieties of milk and dairy products and was constructed c. 1930, is stiIl sound. The property continues 
to retain integrity in order to convey its significance as an agricultural and industrial enterprise in the community 
surrounding Hot Springs. 

Namtive Description 

Setting 
The nominated property is only a portion of the original acreage owned by Harris Humphrey, but it includes all 
of the buildings that were a part of the dairy operation. T'he properly is located about six miles outside Hot 
Springs on Shady Grove Road. The lot is largely open. There is a tree line on the west side of the property, and 
a pond and a lake to the northeast of the house. There are several areas of cropland, all separated by treelines. 
There are a fear lanes that go across the property and all of these aTe either dirt w gravel. 

Farmhouse-Contributing 

FrorrrdSou th west Facade 
J l e  main faqade of the house stands at one and one-half stories and is side-gabled. It is symmetrical in 
appeatance, being f laked by a single wood window with wood casement on either side near the door. There is 
a pair of a d j a m t  wood windows with wood casement to the far left of the first floor, and a set of wood French 
doors with 15 lites to  the fxr sight. 'Fhe first floor faqade is covered in stucco tkroughout. The porch is 
supported by four fieldstone columns. These coIums support a shed roof that slopes at a shallower pitch than 
the roof over the main body of the house, and has exposed rafter tails. There are abutments stepping down f m  
the parch supports to the ground on either side of the stairs. These abutments are constmcted of fieldstone with 
a concrete cap and feature smalI recesses for planters. Both the porch roof and the main roof of the house are 
covered in green asphalt shingles. The second story of the -Front faqade has a large shed roof dormer. This 
dormer begins at the peak of the house gable and terminates above the main fiont wall of the house. It has four 
wood m-indows with wocd casements in mro adjacent pairs located symmetrically in the dormer. It is 
approximately 12 feet wide and is covered in stucco. The domer has exposed rafter taiIs and i s  covered by 
green asphalt shingles. 

Side/Sourhemr Fe~ade 
I The southeast fapde of the house is gabled. OnYhe first floor, from the left, there is .a u~md window wjtR wood 

casement. After that is a large gable-end chimney. It is about five feet wide at its base and tapers to two feet at 
the second floor. To the right of the chimney is another single wood window uith wood casement. To the right 
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of the central roof ridge is a pair of adjacent wood windows with wood casements. Finally, there are three 
adjacent wood windows with wood casements. These particular windows are shorter than all of the others. 
There is a reas shed addition visible from this faqade. The slope of the addition matches tbe slope of the house 
roof. The addition is clad in wood and has a door opening with no door and two small stationary window 
openings. The second story has two pairs of adjacent wood windows with wood casements, one on each side of 
the center of the roof ridge, Centered abo\ie these windows i s  a small louvered vent in the gable of the roof. 
There is also a srnaIl stationary window to the far right of the second floor. The southeast faqade features five 
brackets, one in the cenhd gable, and two evenly spaced on either side, 

RenrdVorrheasr Facade 
In the center of the sear fapde is a recessed porch. Under it is a central door with 1 5 Iites, This door is flanked 
on either side by a multi-lite stationary window. The recessed porch is enclosed with wood siding and two large 
single-pane stationary windows. On the right wall of the recessed porch is a door that leads to the second story 
of the house. To the left of the porch is a pair of adjacent wood windows with wood casements. To the left of 
these is the small shed porch, with a single lite door located under the porch entering the lutchen of the house. 
To the right of the recessed porch is a small stationary window, w-ith a single wood window with wood 
casement located even further to the right. The second floor consists of a shed roof dormer that mirrors the 
dormer on the front of the house. The dormer has two pairs of adjacent wood windows with wood casements. 
The rear of the roof is covered with green asphalt shingles, inchding on the small rear shed extension on the left 
side. 

Sidefi'orth wes t Fngade 
Moklng Ieft to right there are four wood windows with woad casements evenly spaced. After these windows 
there is a fieldstone chimney. The chimney is about five feet wide at its base md tapers to two feet at the 
second floor. On the second floor, there is a single wood window with wood casement centered beloup the roof 
ridge. To the left of this central window is a smaller doublehung ~vood window with wood casement as well as 
an even smaller stationarq. m d  window with m700d casement. To the right of the central window there is one 
wood window with wood casement fo1Iowed by the second floor of the chimney. Centered above these 
windows is a small louvered vent in the gable of the roof. The northwest fagade features five brackets, one in 
the central gable: and two evenly spaced on either side. There is also an entrance to a small cellar in the 
foundation of the northwest faqade. It is located just OR-center to the left of the side. The stairs to the cellar are 
made of concrete and it has two corrugated metal doors. 

Interior 
The interior of the heme has the original wood floors, doors, staircase, rock fireplaces and original bathroom 
and kitchen fixtures. Downstairs contains the entry foyer, dining room: parlor, living room, one b&oom, one 
bathroom, and the kitchen. The second floor has been modified. It now contains four efficiency apartments with 
kitchens. There is one bathroom for the four apartments. These apartments were utilized by the workers at the 
daiv. 

Dairy Barn-Contributing 
The c. 1920 dairy barn on Hurnphreys' dairy farm is a large gambrel-roofed building wjth two large wings 
attached on the eaves side. It is orfentedbith the gambrel in a generally east-west direction. AII ?oohng 
materials on the barn are asphalt shingle, and the of the bam are made of mortared stone, with wood 
clapboards filling the gambrel. The gambrel ridge is dotted with several lightning rods. 
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Fronf/Soulh wesr Fa~ade  
In the central gmbreled portion of the barn on the k t  floor is a large door openimg that provided a m  to the 
room where fresh milk would have been stored before being moved to the plant. In the loft of the front fagade 
there is another large door opening, with three wood windo~~rs in u.008 casements around it. One window is 
Iocated on either side of the door opening with one above it. Sevwnl panes are missing, but all of the double- 
hung sashes contained four-over-four. h the rightjsoutheast wing there is a l q e  door opening near the juncture 
with the central section. After this door, there are six sets of 3 adjacent windows with wood window casements 
evenly spaced along the rest of the fapde. Many of these are missing their double-hung four-over-four wood 
window sashes. To the 1eR;northwest of the central section is a minor image of the right:south, although the 
roof of this leftinorth~vest portion has collapsed. The roofs on both wings are gabled and covered with green 
asphalt shingles. 

SideJSoufheast Faqade 
This end is very simple. It i s  the gabled end to the right wing of the barn. It has a mortared stone first floor and 
green wood in the gable end. There is a large door opening in the center of the stone portion and a human-size 
wood-fiamed door o p i n g .  

Rear;Bbrsheast Fqade  
This fapde largely mimics the front of the barn. The central portion is identical to the front faptde in window 
and door openings. The southeast wing's rear faqade has a window opening near the juncture with the central 
section, followed by a door opening, three more sets of windows, a door opening, and then one more set of 
windows. The door openings allowed the cows to get out into the farmyard. Many windows are missing on this 
side, howmrer they would have been sets of three adjacent wood windows in wood casements with four-over- 
four w d e n  sashes. Again, the northwest wing mirrors the southeast wing except for the fact that tbe roof i s  
collapsed. 

SidemTorthwest Facade 
This side is the same as the southeast side, except for the fact that the roof is collapsed. There is a large door in 
the stone portion of the side. 

In le nbr 
The central portion of the barn continues top retain the m h n g  stations for the dairy. including the glass tubing 
that took the h s h  milk to the milk house, which was locatd within the barn. The ceilings for the barn c o n h u e  
to retain their tongue and groove panels and lighting fixhres. 

Dairy Plant-Contributing 
The dairy plant is a largely rectangular building. It has a steeper front slope, and a shallower rear slope. The 
front is covered with green asphalt shingles, while the rear is covered with standing-seam metal. There is a 
large vent located on the gable ridge in the middle of the structure and it has several lightning rods on the ridge. 

FrondSouth wesf Fa p d e  
Like the house, the dairy plant is side-gabled. The entire wall is made of fieldstone. However, this is not visible 
on the right third of the faqade. There i2t an addition for a loading dock wit11 a shed mf and an 8pening to the 
southeast that obscures the stone face from the front. This u.as added to the plant in the 1 930s. There is a small 
shed roofporch in the middle third of the building. It is supported by three square wooden posts and wvered 
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with a corrugated-metal roof. Under the roof is a concrete pad with mortared stone facing and concrete steps. 
The far left of the front side has a pair of adjacent aluminum windows with wood casements. They are followed 
by a three-part window with double-hung aluminum sashes on either side of a large single-pane stationary 
window. Both of these windows are coveted by cloth awnings. To the risht of these windows and under the 
porch is a horizontally-split two-lite half glass door. Immediately before the beginning of the concrete-block 
loading dock are a pair of adjacent aluminum windows with wood casements and a transom spanning both 
windows. On the west side of the loading dock addition there is a door with a window to the right. The 
window has two lit= and is split horizontally. Ahove both the door and the window? is a large stationary 
aluminum window with mdal casement. On the h n t  faqade of the loading dock extension there are three 
windows spaced evenly. AII of them are aluminum windows with metal casements and have two lites divided 
v&calIy: b e d i a t e l y  below the windows i s  a s i p  with the dairy's name, slogan, and a picture of a cow. 
Inside the loading dock addition the fieldstone fapde is still visible. It has a door with thee windows to the 
right, spaced evenly. The front side of the roof has green asphalt shingles. 

Side/Southeast Facade 
This side of the dairy plant is faced with stucco otter horizontal wood boards. There is also a small recessed 
central portion that has concrete block construction. The loading dock opening is on the far left of the southeast 
faqade, The recessed area is located in the middIe of this side. There is a large door on either side of h s  recess 
neither of which currently has a door. Both openings are partially covered by a large sheet of ply~.vood placed 
horizontalIy across the opening to limit access. There are two Iouvered vents on b s  fapde. One is located 
above the lefi portion of the recess and the other is located further to the left and higher than the first. There is a 
small projecting shed roof olrm the recess. It is covered wit11 a wrmgated-metal roof. There is a smaIl concrete 
step into the recessed area. On the left waIl is a bank of three adjacent windows that batre a Iarget upper pane, 
and a smaller lower pane. They ate stationary metal windows in metal casements. On the right wall is a door 
that eaters the plant made of wood with a small single-pane window in the upper center. Finally asainst the 
conmefe-block wall there is a small access dmi- covered with wood. This is the outer .rvall of the refrigerator. 
The access door provided a way for the milk crates to be sent out of the refslgerator and loaded onto the trucks. 
There is also a ladder on this faqade that allowed for access to the upper portion of the plant. 

Rearfibrrkeas f Facode 
The rear side is covered in stucco over horizontal boards, and has visible rafter tails. The roof of .this side is 
covered with metal. Beginning at the left there is a bank of  likely two windows that is covered by cormgated 
fiberglass. Next to it is a pair of windows over a middle-hinged wooden door. The windows have 4 lites, are 
stationary, and have wood f i m e s  and wood casement. Covering this set window-door combination is a shed 
roof overhang. The overhang is covered with metal roofing. To the right of this are 3 adjacent wood windows 
in wood casements. The windows are double-hung and have 4 lites. Afier these there is a large door opening 
that i s  partially covered by a sheet of horizontd plyood.  There are no other distinguishing features to the 
m e t  of the dairy plant. 

SideNoufh west Fa~ade 
The northwest fapde has mortared stone on the fstst floor with wood dnpbmds above it. In the center of the 
northwest faqade is a door that enters the dairy plant offices. It is a wood panel4 door that is half glass, with 
two lit= divided horizontally. Above the door is a small gabled overhang, covered with metal roofing. To the 
left of the door is n bank of b e  adjacent aluminum windows with wood casements. %eq' are double-hung two- 
lite sashes divided horizontally. The middle ~v.llindow of the five was removed and covered o v a  with wood 
when the interior ofice was divided and a wall erected. The windows are covered by cloth awnings. To the 
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J right of the door is a three-part ~i~indow. It has a large stationary pane flanked by double-hung aluminum 
windows with wood casements. The windows have hvo li tes and are dividd horizontally. To the right of the 
thee-part window is a two-part window. It has a large stationary window with a double-hung alumiaum 
window with woo$ casement to its right. The window has hvo li tes and is divided horizontally. Located below 
the center of the gable is a large wooden louvered vent. To the far left there is notch back to meet the rear wall. 
On the northwest face of this notch is a small double-hung wood window in  rood casement. This waII i s  
covered in stucco. 

Interior 
The interior of the dairq. plant i s  largely empty. The machinery wzs removed in 2005 when the fann was closed. 
Howam, a few features remain. The large refigerator is still intact, as are the brick floors of the plant. In the 
offices, original frosted glass with a starburst. pattern is still present. Also, original tongue and goow ceilings 
are present, though currently covered. 

Other Outbuildings 
Garage/Machinery Shed-Contributing 
This building is centered just northeast of the house and northwest of the dairy plant. It is constructed of 
concrete block in the garage portion? and wood and metal tube in the rear machinery shed section. The garage 
has a gabled rnetaI roof with a very shallow pitch, while the rear extension has a gabled roof with green asphalt 
shingles. The front of the garage has three openings. A central door flanked by garage dm= with trvelve glass 
panes, The left side has a metal door with a set of metal casement windows to its left. On the right side are tw-o 
sets of metal casement windows. The rear machinery shed provided storage for miIk trucks, totaling five b q s .  

Shed-Confributing 
A shed is located to the northeast of the dairy b m .  It has a concrete foundation, is of metal tube construction 
and has vertical wood panel and cormgated metal walls. The southeast side has two door openings, one on 
either end. Tbe northeast side has one Earge opening with a sIiding door awering it. On the northwest side 
there is a wood human door with one 111-length lite. However, the glass from this door is missing. Thc 
southwest side bas not fenestration of nore. 

Integrity 
The integrity of Hwnphreys' Dairy Farm remains good. The farm retains its integrity of location, design, 
sethng, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. The house has had an altered roof line due to a house 
fire in the second floor in about 1940; however this was done within the period of sigmficance and maintains 
nearly the same pitch and design. The shed dormer was also recreated afier the fire, keeping the house's 
appearance neatly the same as it had been at its construction. The barn does have one collapsed wing, though 
the roof line is still visible and much of the rock h r n  the walls is present. Building siting remains intact, and 
materials and mftsmanship are still visible. Interiors on marry of the buildings are still intact. 'Fhe house 
contmues to exhibit the original downstairs floor plan, and the upstairs has the floor plan that was designed to 
house workers who needed a place to stay. The dairy barn continues to visibIy depict the milking process that 
happened there, and the d a i ~  plant still retains interior features that show its use such as the brick plant floor 
and the large industrial refigerator. The many uses of m o s t a d  stone around the property show the importance 
of local mftwork, while the craftsman design elements on the house display the effects of a hired local architect 
for its design. Humphrey' Farm continues to retain its integrity and should be fisted on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance - 
(Ma-k'< In one or more boxes for h e  criteria qualifying the propert- (Eqtcr categories fromi ins!ructions.) 
for Nat~onal Register 11stlng.l 

A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patferns of our Aqriccllture 
I-~itory. Commerce 

0 Property is associated ivfth ffie lives of persons 
sign~ficant in our past. 

C, Property ernhdies the disZinet~ve characteristics 
of a tvpe, period, or method of constmctlon or .. . 
represents the iork  of a master, or possesses high 
adstic values, or represents a significant 

Period of Significance 

and distinguishable ent~ty whose-c~m~onents lack 1911-1962 
individua! distinction. 

1 F~ l~pe@ hhas yielded. or is likely to yield, inf~mation - important in prehistory or history. 
Significant Dates 

NIA 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious NIA 

purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

C a birthplace or grave. 

D a cemetery. 

E a reconstnrcted building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property. 

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Period of Significance Justification 

Cultural Affiliation 

NIA 

ArchjtedBuilder 

J. C. Copeman, Architect 

The property was an operating dairy farm, worked by the same family over three generations. It began in 191.1, 
and continued home-delivev of milk until its closure in 2005. The period of significance is being cut off in 
3 962 in order to m p i y  nlth NPS guidance. 
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Sbtcment of Significance Summary 

The HumphreysTairy Farm was a true success stw of a family fanning operation. It started small with two 
cows and a small number of acres in 191 1. iSs the farm and family grew, so did the importance of the dairy 
farm to Hot Springs and the surrounding teams. Ultimately, a large borne was erected for the family. A barn 
was completed for the cows and milking operations and a modem dairy plant was built to bottle milk and make 
other dairy products. While many dairy operations were begun in the area, many were lost to competition with 
larger dairies. Only Humpheys' Dairy stayed in business longer as a family-run business. Humphrqs' Dairy 
also led in imovations that transformed the dairy industv. As an early adopter of homogenization and 
pasteurization, Hmphrqps' Dairy was able to evolve with the wider industry whiIe maintaining their family 
connections, and multi-town delivery routes. The Humphreys' Daiq Farm is a good example of an early 
twentieth century family dairy farm that grew to be an important supplier of local products in Garland County: 
Arkansas. 

Harris Humphreys was the founder of Humphreysls" D a q  in 191 1. He was born near Hot Springs in 
Arkadelphia, Arkansas in 1 878 and eventually went to ~uachi ta  college.' He attempted to run a lumber 
wmpany in Arkadelpbia, but meeting with litt1e success, he decided to try Ius hand elsewhere.' After moving to 
Hot Springs in 1 909, he decided to begin farming. He began by buying some land and clearing it. To do this he 
set up a saumill, so that he could use the wood from the land to build a house: as well as to sell the timber.' He 
used the lumber from the property, as well as locaIIy quarried stone to build a barn. +!his b m  would be 
replaced in later years to accommodate the growing number of cows being milked on the farm4 The fmt house 
on the farm was a dog-trot plan two-rwm log house. Th;s house initially served as a dwellhg, and later as a 
recreational building for the family.' The current farmhouse was built in about 1920 and was designed by Hot 
Springs architect J. C. ~ o ~ m a n . ~  There ate same similarities between the fmt and second houses, with the 
second house being divided by a large central ball and dining room, similar to the breezeway in the dogtrot 
house. It is unknown when the first house was removed from the property. Examples of the fmstead  from 
1 9 14 and c. 1925 can be seen in Figures 1 and 2, as well as blueprints of the current farmhouse in Figure 3. 

In the early years, Harris Hurnphseys' farm was a diversified operation. He and his wife lived about six miles 
fiom Hot Springs. This meant trips to town to sell goods happened twice a week. Mr. Mumphreys brought milk 
to town, of course, but he also brought things such as chickens, eggs, sausage from hogs he raised and other 

W. J.  Zemke d., "The Arkansas Fami1 y Historian," Vol. 1 No.4 (April 1 963), 9. 
2 "Humphrey' Dairy of Hot Springs, Ark., Grows from Two Cow Farm to Modem Plant," Southem Dairy 

Produc~ Journal (September 1947),64. 
Garland County, Arkansm: Our Histon, and OUP. Heritage, Garland County Historical Society: USA, 2009, 
222. 
Gc~rland Counp, 222, 
Mary Hudgins? "A Family Affair,'?n G a r W  County Record (Hot Springs: Garland County Historical 
Society, 1974): 87. % 

Humphreys FamiIy Records, 3.C. Copeman Blueprints, Sheet V, June 5 ,  1 920. 
9 
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produce.7 He also sold produce for other farmers in the area Frank Hurnphreys t d d  ofhis father's early 
enterprise: 

Some ef our neighbors asked him to take things in for them too, and sell them. He 
would receive twenty--five center [sic] on the dolIar for all he sold. AAer that his cart 
was loaded down with eggs, h i t ,  butter and chickens. Dad dressed the chickens 
hmself." 

The entire family was involved in the business From the beginning, as they would be for about 50 years. 
Humphreys' wife Merry would make cakes for some of the hotels in Hot Springs. Merry was also undoubtedly 
an important contributor to the production of vegetables that would be sold by her husband, and would have run 
the farm on the days that Harris Hurnphreys went to town. Thwe runs to tom were always accomplished with 
the use of a single horse and wagon (the wagon can be seen in Figure 11.~ 

Harris Humphreys' dairy business grew quite quickly. Ths was in past due to Mr. Humphreys' forward-looking 
management. In the 1920s rural electrification was not widespread. However, it was during this time that 
Harris Humphreys decided to bring electricity to his operation. He contracted with Colonel Ralph Boaz to 
install a generating plant at his lot for the Schmelzel Electric Shop in Hot Springs. He also got phone s e n i c e  in 
order to better comuRfcate with his clients." Mr. Humphreys was progressive in his approach toward 
dairying. He was a strong supporter of cleanliness for his plant and h s  employees. His son Frank believes that 
his father may have been one of the earliest proponents of what would become modern standards.' ' 
Humphrqs' Dairy lost its original namesake in January of 1 938, but due to the involvement of its many family 
members, the company continued just as strong as ever.'' Plant operations continued to grow through the 
1940s. Jt was during this tune that Humphreys' Dairy was at its peak. In about 1940, there was a ,mall fire at 
the farmhouse. An emptoyee left clothing to dry near an open stove, and soon a fire was started. The roof of the 
house was damaged, but using the plans from the house's construction, it rvas restored. While the roofwas 
slightly lowered dormers were put back on in the same places as the osi@oaIs had been. .At this time the family 
business was w i n g  eleven trucks on daily runs to four towns. The breakdown was two trucks to Arkadelpha, 
one to Jones Mill, two to Malvem, and the remaining six to Hot Springs. The H~mph~eyS* Plant vndawent a 
major modernization campaign during the 1940s, even being profiled in the Southern Dar'qv P~oducis ~o~~rnai.'~ 
T h i s  prosperity for the Humphrey family continued for many years, but it began to decline as large national 
dairy producers cut into their markets. By 1972, Humphreys' had reduced the truck fleet to nine, but was still 
maintaining deliveries. The famiIy continued to be invested in the business and wanted to see it prosper, but 
times became more dificult. The last home delivery of milk by Humphreqs' Dairy Farm was in 2005, and the 
plant closed in the same yeaa. During the long history of this family-run daiv they attempted to live up to the 

. - -  

7 Garland County, 222. 
"uoted in Wudgins, A Family Affair. 87. 

Garland, 222. 
'' Hudgms, A Family Affair, 88. 
I 1  Hudgms, A Family Affair, 87. 
l 2  h R e ,  ed., "The Arkansas Fmily Historian," 9. 1 

l 3  'SHumphTeys' Dai~, ' '  64. 
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motto of their father and grandfather's slogan, "Humphreys' Dairy: 'Where the best milk grows' on the Shady 
Grove ~ o a d . " ' ~  

Statement of Significance 

Humphreys' Dairy Farm is significant in local histoy because of iss impofiance in both agriculture and 
commerce. It was both an aficultural enterprise and a model of a well-run family business, 'This business 
changed wlth the times, and undewent modernization as was common in the daqing industry in the mid- 
twentieth century. Humphreys' Dairy is si-piffcant because it worked hard to adapt to a changing business 
market, outlasted many of its competing famity farms, as wdl as maintained its famiIy connections throughout 
all of its years of operation. 

Agncultuse in GarIand County, like most counties in Arkansas, was the primary industry in the nineteenth 
century. However, in Garland County not all of the Iand was truly cultivable, About half of the county could be 
farmed, while the other half is quite mountainous.' While cattle have always been important to the agricultural 
mix in Garland County, they gained prominence in the twentieth cenlurq.. For instance, in the 1 880 agricultural 
census of Arkansas, there were only 4,672 cattle recorded in the entire county.16 By 1950 that number had 
increased about threefold to 12,844 cattle. Of these cattle in 1950,4,696 of them were milk cows.17 The dairy 
business in Garland County, like most of Arkansas began with local delivery of excess fatm milk ro touns. In 
Hot Springs, Harris Humphreys rook his surpIus milk, and sold it both to local families as well as to hotels and 
other businesses, 

While the dairying business had humble agricultural beginnings, it quickly grew into a much larger industry. 
Due to this growth, and the burgeoning awareness of public health concerns, by 191 5 the industry was under 
more regulation horn the stare and Iocal governments. A bulletin from the Reg. Board of Health in 191: titled 
"Milk and Milk Products-Production, Care, and Sale of' details many of the ways that milk production was 
regulated. It beyins with "1 78. Any person owning or managing a d a b  or dairy farm: the products of which are 
sold, shall conform to each and e v q  rule herein set forth for maintaining and handling all such products in a 
cleanly and sanitary ~nndition." '~ The bulletin goes on to offer a list of rules for farmers to follow. A few of 
them are provisions for the amount of light and space that shodd be provided for each COW, a5 well as minimum 
requirements for milk rooms and cleanliness of  tables.^ This did, of course, elicit a backlash from many dairy 
fanners. For example, in 19 17, farmers were writing in to the Liitle Rock Gazette to complain about the strict 
standards to which r h q  were being held. They complained that they could not meet the standards being 
expected by the local Board of Health without raising the mst of milk.?' 

Harris Humphreys stands as an exception to the backlash that was voiced by IocaI farmers. He believed strongly 
in the necessity of maintaining high health and safety standards as part of his operation. For instance, 

14 Advertisement. 
' 5  Godspeed, 525. 
16 Goodspeed, 525. 
17 1950 Agicultutal Census. 
18 Public Health Reports, 2508. 
" Public Health Reports, 2508. 
" History Commission, 4.585, Gazette, 1 1/211917. 
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When the Health Department of Hot Springs began aperation, the Hurnphreys Dairy 
passed irnmediateIy, and with flying colors. A7 necessary health precautions had 
already been taken. Frank wiIl tell you that his father was the first man in Garland 
County to have his con7s tested for tuberculosis. He was the first to require health . 

certificates of evmybody who worked at the plant. His was the first p m i r  to be issued 
by the Health ~epartment.'' 

Harris Wumghreys was the first farmer in the mid-south to pasteurize his milk according to a letter between 
Humphreys and a colleague." Harris Humphreys' clear commitment made him a model fama in the 
communi~. He was striving to provide the best quality product to his nei&bors, and did so from the start. It 
was likeIqr in no small part because of his leading in the d a b  industry, that when the Hot Springs Rotary was 
organj zed, Mr. Humphrey was the one chosen to represent the dairy industry." Hani s Humphreys was also 
involved with other progressive farming organizations. He was both a member of the county farm bureau, as 
well as the vice president of the Fume Farmers of .4merica ~ s s o c i a t i o n . ~ ~  

Mr. Humphrey believed that the role of the dairyman in the early twentieth century was not just to provide milk 
to families, but to provide a place of education. To t h i s  effect. by the 1 920s school groups were invited to visit 
the f m .  "Youngsters usually m-h-ed about ten in the morning, and a couple of hours roamed all over the plant. 
,4t noon, they were served a picnic, topped off with home-made ice cream."25 This undoubtedly made Mr. 
Humphrey quite popular with the students. 

The most important part of the modernization of Humphreys' Daby farm was the building of a new, modern 
plant. 7 3 s  plant was built around 1920, and had eveiyhng that could be asked for at the time. It was this new, 
modem dairy that allowed Humphreys to expand production and reach the level of success he did by 1 947, with 
his eleven trucks and 38 employees, 

Humphteys W i g  was able to outlast many of its competitors in the dairykg industry. Thk was for several 
reasons, Probably the most important reason was Humphseys' ability to see where the f i twe of milk production 
was headed. He adopted health standards earIy, and built a modernized plant. He also installed a generator to 
produce electricity, and personally paid for miles of phone lines to coanect his f m  with his customers in Hot 
Springs. For comparison, there is the dairy ofJ. H. Rowe and Son. Like Humphreys, J. H. Rowe's dairy began 
as a diverse business. He raised and slaughtered hogs. From them he sold the meat, as well as made soap from 
the fat.26 3. H. Rowe also began srnalI, delivering milk by horse and wagon. But, after several expansions and 
wpgades, the dairy 07entually reached its peak with 50-70 cows. After upgrading in t 935, and again in I94 1, J. 
H. Rowe and Son still could not compete with the larger national dairies, and went out of business in 1944.'~ 

2 " ~ d ~ n s ,  A Family Affair, 87. 
'"uthor interview with Paul Humpkeys, 2/6/20 12. 
23 Hudgjns, A Family Affair, 86. 
" Garland, 222- 
25 Hudgins, A Family Affair, 89. 
26 Garland, 223. 
27 Garland, 223. 
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M i l e  HumphreysTairq. faced all of the same challenges, within the same market, it was able to last much 
longer than many of the other small family dairies, still producing I8:000 gdlons of milk per month in 1 9 9 0 . ~ ~  

Finally, despite the growth that Humphreys' Daiq  experienced it always remained a famil y-con troll ed and 
familpmn business. As larger dairies were becoming milk factories, the Humpheys chose to work together to 
maintain heir father's, or in some cases, grandfather's business. ''Frank became plant superintendent; Paul 
sales manager. Sally took over the job of secretary. Davidson, now deceased, &-as production manager and 
Gene was a sdes Th i s  demonstrates the level of commitment that Humphreys' family had to the 
enterprise. Even after Harris' death in 1938, his family continued the work that he started. 

The Humphrey' Dairy F m  is a significant part of Hot Springs' history in both agriculture and indussry. It 
grew from a ma11 family-run business to one that processed thousands of galIons of milk each day. While it 
underwent this expansion, it never lost what made it important to the cornmunit)., which were its family tics. It 
flourished because of the high sanitation standards of its founder: who was a leader in the dairying community 
in the early twentieth century. For these reasons, HumphreqsWairy Farm, '%%ere the best milk grows," is 
being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A with Inca1 significance. 

28 Garland, 222. * 
29 Hudgins, A Family Affair, 88. 
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L-se either the L'TPYI sqstem or latituddongitude coordinates 

LatituddLongitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84: 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
1. Latitude: 34.452959 Longitude: -93.002 I 21 

2. Latitude: 34.453997 Longitude: -93.00 1278 

3. Latitude: 34.453955 Longitude: -92.99925 1 

4. Latitude: 34.45 1267 Longitude: -92.999372 

Garland, Arkansas 
Gunry and State _ 

Verbal Boundary Description (Desuibe the boundaries of the property.) 

From Point 1 (34.452959, -93.002 12 1) proceed northeast F 39 meters to Point 2 (34.453997, -93.001 278). Then 
proceed east 186 meters to Point 3 (34.453955, -92.999251). From this p i n t  proceed 298 meters to Point 4 
(34.45 1267, -92.999372). Finally* return 3 1 5 meters along Shady Grove Road to Point 4 .  

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundales were selected.) 

This is the portion of land that i s  currently under one owner, and that contains the house, dairy plant, barn, and 
outbuildings. It is a small portion of the original propem, but does include some o f  the pasture and cropland 
around the dairy buildings. 

11. Fom Prepared By 

nameltitle Benjamin HarveyJNational Register Historian 

organization iV-PP date 217 31201 2 

street & nurn ber 1 500 Tower Building, 323 Centre Street telephone 50 1-324-9789 

cjv or town Little Rock state AR zip code ?2201 

Additional Documentation 
Subrntt the following terns with the completed form: 

Map - ArcGIs Explorer Topographic maps attached 
r Sketch Map - Photos are keyed ts this map 
a Figures - Historic Photographs listed below 
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Photographs: 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) 
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map. 

Name of Property: Humphreys' D a b  Farm 
Vicinity: Hot Springs 
County: Garland S t a w  .kkansas 
Photographer: Ralph MTilcox 
Date Photagraphed: February 6,2012 

Photo I of E 7: OverJiew of farm buildings, facing northeast 
Photo 2 of 1 7:  House and Dairy Plant, facing north 
Photo 3 of 17: House, southwest fapde, facing nofieast 
Photo 4 of 17: House, southeast facade, facing northwest 
Photo 5 of I. 7: House, northeast fapde, facing southwest 
Photo 6 of 17: House, northwest favade, facing southeast 
Photo 7 of 17: Dahy Plant, southwest fagade, facing northeast 
Photo 8 of 17: Dairy Plant, southeast faqade, facing northwest 
Photo 9 of 17: Dairq. Plant, northeast faqde, facing southwest 
f hot0 10 of 17: Dairy Plant, northwest facade, facing southeast 
Photo 1 1 of 1 7 :  Barn, northwest faqade, facing southeast 
Phota 12 of 17: Barn, southwest faqade, facing northeast 
Photo 13 of 17: Barn, southeast fapde, facing northwest 
Photo E 4 of 17: Bam, southeast fapde, facing west 
Photo I 5 of 1 7: Shed, southeast and northeast facades, facing west 
Photo 16 of 1 7 : Garage,?Ipachinery Shed, southwest fafa~ade, facing northeast 
Photo 17 of 17: GarageMachinmy Shed, northeast view, facing southwest 

Figures: 

Figute 1 : Humphreys' Dairy Farm in 191 4. 
Figure 2: Humphrey' Dairy F m  c. I 925.  
Figure 3: Blueprint for second farmhouse at Hurnphqs '  Dairy F m .  

Property Owner: 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name Luther & Dana k w i s  LLC -- 

street & number 1943 r n p p m i l l  telephone 870-866-7556 

city or town Pocah~~~tas  state -4.R zip code 72455 
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Points (in decimal degrees) 

A: 34.452959, -93.OCE2121 
B: 34.453997, -93.001278 
C: 34.453955, -92.999251 
D: 34.451267, -92.999372 



Points (in decimal degrees) 
A: 34.452959, -93.002121 
B: 34.453997, -93.001 278 - 
C :  34.453955, -92.999251 
D: 34.451 267, -92.999372 

WumphteysDaq  Farm FlD - Hot Springs vic, Carland County 

-- 

.- .. ,..? .- k.7~- 
. I 3  , i . .  - . - -  - .--8 - . . - - 

.-... -.--.--cv :-L- .L7<.+ 
. +., 

. - .. *-. 1- , ,!,& " .:-. -" YZ*"  ? ...* :+*. % -  m..Lqh - 5: -. ,!L-!-. L ---.3:s> . ,-,.-- .. J-L : . .,L* d-*:i .?<w -- 

I I 



NPS Farm 1 MOO-a {Rev. 82002) OMB No. '1 024-001 8 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Fiqures Page I 

Name of Prop@@ 

County and Sbte 

Name of multiple listing (rf applicable) 



NPS Form 70-9004 (Rev. 812002) OMB No. 1024-0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Sewice 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Fiqures Page 2 

(Expires 5-31-2012) 

Name of Pmperty 

- -.+"*..-- 

Counly and State 

Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

Frgirt. 2 - 1lurtl;rhrcq.s' L la l n  I-'drnl c .  lL)15. :Is can hc sccn in r h s  p3nc?:,i1nic 05 the Yam, i n juw trr: 1 u;irh :Ilc 
farm had changed great1 y. A new home and barn were bullt, and the outbuilding tllat was wnnected to the earllcr barn 
had become a stand-alone dairy processing facility. 
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