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1. Tame of Property 

historic name Perry PEaza Caurt Historic District 

othernadsitenumber PerrvPIazaMotel.Site#GA0621 

2. Location 

street & number 1007 Park Avenue not for publication 

city or t ow  Hot Sgrines vicinity 

state Arhnsas code . county Garland code 051 zipcode 71901 

3. StateEdera] Agcncy Certificat 

1 ,Zs the ddepated authority under the Nat~uuar n~su~r ic  R-esenvation Act.as ~ m d d .  I hereby certify that this a nom~nat~on 
quest fordetm~narlon of elrgb~l~ty meets the documtation stzndardr tor nrglsrmng propertm in the National Reg~stm of Historic 
P ldca  and meets ihc procedural and professional requirements set for  in 36 CER Pan MJ. Ir! my opinion, the property meets C] 
dws no1 meet the National Register crrteris. I rpcomrnend that this pmpar)"tK considered signiF,cant 

S igatv trof  cert~"y?s ot.icial,Title 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Progam 
Smrr or F d m l  aptncy and bircau 

c or Federal 

In my opinion. the properc). mts [7 does not meet the National Kcgister criteria. (Q See Cmltnuarion s3eel for sdciaonzl 
cmmcnu) 

Sigarurr o r c e r t ~ f q m g  oflicia!Title Date 

- 
Sat  a p c y  and bumu 

4. National Park Ses%-ice Certification 
I hereby cer!~fy ihat the property is- Signature of rhe Kecpx  Date ~i Action 

entered in Ihe Nzt~nnal Rcn~skr. 

I 

- - 
See  conlinuation shuct 

0 de~emtined eliglble To: thc 
Narimal Rceistcr. 

- 

C] Sec cintrnunlion sheet 
& m c d  nut ellpible Tor thc 

Nat~onal  ~c~ist;. 

rtmod from the National 
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: ~nership of Property Category 01 Properq 
. . heck as mxny boxw as apply) (Check only one boy, 

private building(sl. 

[13 public-tocal district 

public-State site 

[7 public-Federal a stmcmre 

object 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(E,nter "N'A" ~f ~ u m  1s nor part of rr muluple prop- lisring.) 

Arkansas Highway and Transportation Era Plrchtecture, 
1910 - 1965 

>umber of Resources nithio Property 
(Do not mcIgde prmcgsl:; 'rstzd rejources n count ) 

Contributing Nencontribu t ins 

1 1 burldings 

0 0 sites 

0 0 sf m tures 

0 1 obiects 

1 2 Total 

Number of Contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions Current Functions 
[Enter catqnnes from instructions) (Enter categories from ~nsrmctions) 

DOMES'I1C.nhoreI DOMESTIC'multfale drvelline 

7. Description 

Architectural Oassi fication 
(Enter categories from instmrr~ons) 

Materials 
Enta categories Fmm instruc!ianr;) 

MODERN MOVEMENT: International Style foundation CONCRETE 

walls BRICK 

other 

Narrative Description 
m n ' x  the hislonc and current condition of the propmy on one or mrc  conilnuatim shms.1 
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8. Statement of Significance - 

,)plicable Katioaal Register Criteria Levels of Significance (local. stale. national) 
L :13k +'r ' In onc or mort boxes hr ihc critena qualiiylng the property LOCAL 
iw National Rcpister listing.) 

A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant conhiburion to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 

..ireas of Significance (Enrercatepnes imm ins.mctlons) 

TRANSPORTATION 
ARCHITECTURE 

signi hcant in our past. 

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or methd of construction or 
represents the work of a master, ar pswsses 
high artistic values, or represtnts a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance 
individual distinction. c. 1947 - 1954 

23 D hoperty h a s  yielded, or is IikeIy to yield, 
information imporcant in prehisrory o;history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Pmperty is: 
/ ' k owned by a religious institution or used for 

scligious purposes. 

B removed h r n  its original location. 

Significant Dates 
c. I947 

Significant Person (Cmp!erc if Criterion B is mrkel) 

N! A 

C, birthpIaw or grave of a historicaI figure of outstanding 
importance. Cultural AMtiation fcomplpre ifcriterion D 15 marked) 

D a cemetery. N/A 

E a reconstructed building, object, or sn-ucture. 

F a commemorative propero, 
Architect/Builder 

G less than 50 years of age ar achieved sipnificance McDaniet, Irven D., Architect 
within the past SO years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the sign~fi~ancr: orthe property on one or more connnuatm sheets.) 

9. Major  Bibliagraphical References 

Bibliography 
(Clx the b k s ,  articIes, and a h  sources used in preparing rh~s form m one or mwe continuation sheeb.1 

Ren'oas documentation on file (NPS): 
preliminary dererm~nation of mdividuai listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

. 1 previously listed in thc National Register ' 

- . - , Previously determined cligtble by the National 
Register 

designated a National Historic Landmark 
Q recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Primary location of additional data: 
State Hisroric Preservat~on Ofice 
Other State Agency 
Federal .4pncy 
X I 1  Government 
University 
Other 

Kame of zepositorl;: 
Garland ~ & n t y  Historical Society 
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Perry Plaza Court Historic Dlsrrict 
Nam o t' Propi-ty 

Garland County, Arkansas 
Courry and State 

10. Geographical Data 

' _ creage of Property less than one 

I T M  References 
p!acc a d d ~ ! m a F  UTM references an a contrnuatim sheet ) 

1 15 495837 3820805 -- 
Zone Lasling Nonh~n: 

5 

Zone Ezsting Nonhing 

4 - 
Sce continuation sheel 

Verbal Boundar?; Description 
S28 T2S R19W, Block 1, Lot 4A, Rozenas HPR. 
Roundrr~ Justification 
The nominared propeny includes the entire parcel historically associated with Perry Plaza Courts. 

nam:dtle Ralph S. U'ilcox, National Register & S w e y  Coordinator / Bill 'Il7iedonfer, Heiple &: Wiedonrer. Architects 

organir~tion Arkansas Historic Presewatlon Program date September 19,2003 

street & number I500 Tower Buildlng: 323 Center Street telephone (50 1 ) 324-9787 

city or town LiHle Rock state Arkansas zip code 72201 

Additional Documen b t i o n  
S ~ b r n ! ~  the follorvrr i 'cnu i r  rFI !ktcoonpIcttd form 

~ntinuation Sheets 

3Iaps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location 

.4 Sketch map for historic districls and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Chcck with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.) 

Prope* Owner 
(Cur;rlrtt. :hs 1:t.m 31 thc rcquest of SHPO or FPO.) 

name John and Gaile Rudaitis 

street & number 1007 Park Avenue telephone (501) 32 1-9643 

city or town Hot Springs state Arkansas zip code 7 1901 

P a p r m r k  Rductlon Act Statement: This infomrlon i s  being colle~ted for applications 20 the Yalional Re_eister of Historic Places to nominate propert!er for 
tisting or d e m r n e  ~ l l ~ i ~ i i y  for !isttnp. to Its1 pr-tes, and to amend exislinp Irstlng. Rcsponsc tork.is request i s  requrred la obta~n a knelit In accordance 
wlrh rhc Nauonal Historic Pfismatlun Act. as amended /I6 U.S.C. 470 el seq b 

Erlimatrd Burden Sbttmrnt: Public reporting burdm lor this Form i s  estimaled lo a ~ r r a g c  18 1 hwrs per response including lime Tor mviewmg jnshuctlols, 
'hering and malntainin_e data, and corrrplcking and reviewing the form Direct corrurcnts reparding thls burden ertlrnale w any w t  of this form lo tthe Ch~ef. 
.m~mismf;vt Serv~ocs Division, Kafional Park Scwicc. P. 0 Box 37127. Washington. DC 2001 3-71 27: and the Oifice o f  Managemnt and Bvdgtt. Paperwork 

7::tlucbms Rojects (1021-MIS). Washington. DC 20303 
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Summary 

Located at 1 007 Park Avenue in Hot Springs, Perry Plaza Court was buiIt in 1 917-48, It is composed of 
19 one-bedroom lodging units and an office. The office was added circa 1956. along with a swimming 
pool on the grounds. However, because o f  their age, they are considered to be non-contribu~ing to the 
nomination. (Although the nomination contains one contributing and two non-contributing resources, 
the original Perry Piaza Court buildins which contributes, is much larser and much more prominent 
than the non-contributing office and swimming pool.) The Perry Plaza Court i s  one of the best examples 
of the Interna~ional style in Hot Springs. It is a two-story building, laid out in a one unit wide rectangle 
receding north away from Park Avenue. It has undergone minor interior and ex~erior alterations, but 
retains i ts historic integrity. The masonry, steel and concrete building is currently rented as apartments, 

Elaboration 

'*me earliest advertisements for Pemy Plaza Court touted it as the "newest and most modern fireproof 
motel." The exterior of the building features alternating horizontal bands of buff-colored brick and a 
larger buff-coloxd structural clay tile. The steel casement windows are also horizontally set within the 
brick bands. The entrances to the units are set back in a breezeway, which also contain the stairs to the 
second floor units. Within each breezeway is the entrance to four units, two downstairs and two 
upstairs. The second floor breezewayhalcony is a concrete slab with steel pipe handrails and balustrade. 
The concrete roof structure overhangs the breezewaylbalcony, and the living room area of the units. The , 

bedrooms project out from the living areas and each features a corner steel casement window. The units 
open on to a driveway!parking area to the east, which is bordered by a p e n  space to the property line. 
The swimming pool is adjacent to the office, separated by the driveway? with both facing Park Avenue. 
The property slopes down toward Park Avenue, so that the office is below the first floor units by 
approximately eight to nine feet, and is at street level. The swimming pool i s  level with the first floor 
units and has a retaining wall at street leve1. The west facade of the Iiving units is a flat plane, broken 
only by the breezeway between the units. It also has steel casement windows, one 16-light casement 
window with an air conditioner in the dining area and a smaller 6-light casenlent window in the 
batborn. 

The floor plan of all units is the same. The entry opens into a lizrinddinin-hitchenette area which ells 
around the bedroornlbathr~om. The walls are clay tile, and the floors are concrete with the original vinyl 
asbestos tile covered by carpet in some of the units, and still exposed in others. The ceiling is plaster 

r ->plied to lath attached to the steel bar joists, on both the second floor and the roof. The kitchenettes 
,,[so have the vinyl asbestos tile. The baths still have the original ceramic tile floors, tile wainscoting, 
cast iron tubs and porcelain sinks. 
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The units originally featured central heating in each unit, and the window air conditioners were added at 
a later date. The electrical service has been updated to accept the air conditioners, but the rest of the 
uzili ties are original. 

Currently rented as apamnenls, Perry Plaza Court is in p o d  condition overall, both inside and out, and 
is a very fine example of an Tnternarional style tourist court. 
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Summary 

The Perry Plaza Court Historic District is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places under 
Criterion C with local significance as the finest extant examples of an International-style tourist court on 
Park Avenue in Hot Springs, Arkansas. The district consists of the office and 19 guest rooms located in one 
building for a total of two contributing structures, Jt is also being nominated under Criterion A for its 
associations with the development of  tourist facilities along Park Avenue to cater to visitors to Hot Springs in 
the first half of the twentieth-century Perry Plaza Court- has undergone no major alterations on either the 
exterior or interior of the building. 

Elaboration 
(. 

' Perry Plaza Court was one of the first exampks of International style architecture in the farm of a tourist 
court built an Park Avenue as the conversion fmm large residential homes to commercf a1 businesses aimed 
at automobile travelers began in Ithe mid to late-1930s. Beginning with the completion of the paved Little 
Rock-Hot Springs highway (Highway 70) in 1925, with Park Avenue being the final stretch into "the Spa 
City," residents of Hot Springs and Park Avenue saw an opportunity to "make a buck" off the growing 
automobile trafic the hi~hway waranted.  In addition to being a convenient overnight stay en route to 
Dallas, Texas, Hot Springs thrived as a tourist datination. Known primarily for the healing powers of the 
thermal waters that flowed from its hillsides, Hot Springs also boasted alligator and ostrich farms, a horse- 
racing track, several theaters, and two amusement parks during its visitation peak. With the growth of  
automobile trafic, and the expansion of the  city of Hot Springs in the 1930dQs, travelers began looking for 
convenient and accessible overnight lodging near highways. The high-class downtow hotels could not offer 
on-site patking for the most part, and carried additional expenses such as porter's fees for baggage handling 
and charges for clubs and social offerings. 

As a result, traveler services. including tourist courts and service stations, besan appearing a l o n  Park 
Avecue because of its proximity to Hot Springs' major attractions and entertainment venues. The tourist 
courts along Park Avenue are generally a conglomeration of  widely-circulated tourist coun "plan books" and 
popular architectural styles of the period, with a little of the individual ower's/builder's personality thrown 
in for sood measure. 

' e m y  Plaza Court, built circa 1947, is one building containing 19 lodging units, and an office added later to 
- h e  front of the building facing Park Avenue. Both the original building and the later offtce addition arc in 
the International style. The lnten~at iorral style utilized horizontal desi y elements and minimal adornment. 
The masonry, concrete, and steel building features comer casement windows, a staple in International 
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construction. The outstanding condition of the building, early International style, and virtuaIly unaltered state 
make it eligibIe for nomination to the National Register under Criterion C. 

Early records of P e w  Plaza Court, including the original blueprints, show that it was built between 1 947-318 
by Hot Springs businessman William R, Perry and designed by h e n  D. McDanieE. The building first 
appears as a tourist court on the 1948 Sanborn Insurance Company Map, with steel joist construction, fire 
walls, a concrete floor and roof, and metal lath and plaster ceilings. Hot Springs City Directories list 'lVi2liam 
Perry as the owner from 1948 though 1955. Mr. P ~ T  owned P e p t  Plaza and passed it on to his son until i t  
was sold out of the family around 1972. The building was converted to apartments in the early 1970s and 
remains such today. Because Perry Plaza has been fortunate enough to have consistent long-term owners, the 
condition of the building has not changed dramatically since its cons~mction. 

i 

' By the early-1950s, medical advancements made drugs more readily avaiIable for ailments previously treated 
with thermal baths. The rise in popularity of several recreational lakes south of Hot Springs, also led tourists 
to abandon, the courts of Park Avenue. Because Hot Springs moved south and west toward the lakes and 
because of the availabiIity of land open to development surrounding the city. many of the tourist courts along 
Park Avenue have remained virtually unaltered. In their current state, neglect has been their biggest enemy, 
although the majority remaining are used in some capaci ts several stiII hosting traveIers as motels. 

It is important to note that although Perry Plaza Court was built shortly after the peak of tourism in Hot 
Springs, it  successfully survived as a tourist coudmotel well after the decline of tourism in "the Spa City," 
perhaps due in part because of its terrific design in the International style. 

Statement of Significance 

Peny Plaza Court Historic District is  being nominated under Criterion A with local significance because of 
its role as one of the early tourist courts on Park Avenue serving automobile travelers along the Little Rock - 
Hot Springs Highway as the city changed with the demand for convenient, accessible, and stylish overnight 
lodging for visitors to Hot Springs. It is also being nominated under Criterion C as an excellent example of 
an International style tourist court. The nomination is being submitted under the multiple property listing 
"Arkansas Highway and Transportation Era Architecture, 1910-1965" in conjunction with the historic 
context "Arkansas Highway Ristoq and Architecture, 191 0-1 965." 

I 
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