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This form is fer use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How ta Complete the National Register
of Historic Places Registration Form (Nztiona) Register Bulletin 16A). Complete cach item by marking “x" in the appropriate box or by entering the information
requested. 1 itern does not apply to the property deing documented, enter “NAA™ for “not applicable.™ For functions. architectural classification, matenals, and
areas of sigrificance, enter only categonies and subcategories from the instruchons. Place adcirional entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form
[9-900a). Usea typewriter, word processar, or campuler, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name Perry Plaza Court Historic District

other names/site number Perry Plaza Motel, Site #GA0621

2. Location ' - )

street & number 1007 Park Avenue [] not for publication
cityortown  Hot Springs [ vicinity
state  Arkansas code AR county Garland code 051  zipcode 71901

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

| As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, [ hereby certiry that this [X] nomination []
request for deterrmunation of eligibility meets the decumentation standards for remstering properties in the National Register of Historic
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set for in 36 CFR Pant 60. In my opinian, the property [ mees [
does not meet the National Register criteriz. I recommend that this property be considered significant

[0 nationally [ statewide (See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
(1 /3e/63
Signature of certisving atiiciali Title Date

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ ] meets [} does not meet the National Register criteria. {{J See Comtinuation sheel for acditional
COTIMENTS.}

Signature of certifying official Title Date

State or Federai agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I hereby certity that the property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

[ entered in the Natienal Register.
O seecontinuation sheet

[ determined eligible for the
National Register.
[ See continuation sheet

O determined not elipible for the
National Register.

O removed from the National
Register

[ other, (explain:)




Perry Plaza Court Historic District Garland County, Arkansas

Narme of Propenty County and State

5. Classification

xnership of Property Caregory of Property Number of Resources within Property
-7 ‘heck as many boxes as apply) {Check only one boxy {Do not melude previcus!y Bisted resources ncount.)
private [ building(s) Contributing Nencontributing
[] public-local K district
] public-State [ site 1 1 buildings
[] public-Federal [ structure 0 0 sites
[ object 0 0 structures
0 1 objects
1 2 B Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of Contributing resources previously listed
{Enter "N/A™ if roperty 1s not part af a multiple property listing.} in the National Register

Arkansas Highway and Transportation Era Architecture,
1910 - 1965

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions

(Enter categonies from instructions) {Enter categories {rom instructions)

DOMESTIChotel DOMESTIC/multinle dwelling
-

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter catcgornies from instructions) (Enter categories frorm instructions)
MODERN MOVEMENT/ International Stvle foundation _CONCRETE
walls _BRICK

roof OTHERTar Build-up

other

Narrative Description
{Descrine the hisloric and current condition of the property on one of moere contmuation sheets.)



Perry Plaza Court Historic District

Name of Property

Garland County, Arkansas

County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Jplicable National Register Criteria
csfark ¢ im one of mare boxes tor the criteria qualifying the property
for Nationa! Register listing.}

A Propertv is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

O B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

B C Property embudies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

] D Property has yielded, or is likely to vield,
mformaticn important in prehistery or history.

Criteria Considerations
iMark “x” in all the boxes that apaly.)

Property is:
" A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

[] B removed from its original location.

O C. birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding

importance.
(] D acemetery.

[] E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

[J F acommemorative property

[ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Levels of Significance clocal, state, national)
LOCAL

Areas of Significance  (Enter categones trom instructions)
TRANSPORTATION

ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
c. 1947 - 1954

Significant Dates
¢, 1947

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is rarked)
IA

Cultural Affiliation (Complete it Criterion D is marked)
/A

Architect/Builder
McDaniel, Irven D., Architect

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on ong or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography

tCite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or mere continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
[ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
“1 previously listed in the National Register
~, Previously determined ¢ligible by the National
"~ Register
[] designated a National Historic Landmark
] recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#
{7 recorded by Historic American Engineering

Primary location of additional data:
B State Historic Preservation Office
X Orther State Agency

[ Federal Agency

X Local Government

[_] University

X] Other

Name of repository:

Garland County Historical Society




Record #




Perry Plaza Court Historic District Garland County, Arkansas

Name ol Property Courty and State

10. Geographical Data

__ creage of Property less than one
U'TM References
{Mace additioral UTM references on a continuation sheet.)
115 495837 3820805 3
Zone Easting Narthing Zone Easting Northing
2 4

3 See continuation sheel

¥erbal Boundary Description

S28 T28 R19W, Block 1, Lot 4A, Rozenas HFR.

Boundary Justification

The nominated property includes the entire parcel historically associated with Perry Plaza Courts.

11. Form Prepared By

name/title  Raiph S. Wilcox, National Register & Survey Coordinator / Bill Wiedower, Heiple & Wiedower. Architects

organization  Arkansas Historic Preservation Program date September 19, 2003
street & number 1500 Tower Building, 323 Center Street telephone (501) 324-9787
city or town Litile Rock ) state Arkansas zipcode 72201

Additional Decumentation

Submit the following 1tems weth the completad form

antinuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources,
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additionsal itemns
{Chezk with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)

Property Owner

(Corzplete this 1nem al the request of SHPO or FPOL)

name  John and Gaile Rudaitis
street & number 1007 Park Avenue telephone (5013 321-9643
cityor town _ Hot Springs state _ Arkansas zipcode  7150!

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications 1o the National Repister of Historic Places to nominate properties for
listing or determine eligihility for listing, 10 list propertics, and to amend existing histing. Response to this request is required 1o obtain a henefit in accordance
with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.5.C. 470 et seq.)

Eslimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated lo average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing instructions,

‘hering and mantaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief.
. iministrative Services Division, National Park Service, P. O, Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Orfice of Management and Budget, Paperwork
Heduetions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20303
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Summary

Located at 1007 Park Avenue in Hot Springs, Perry Plaza Court was built in 1947-48, Tt is composed of
19 one-bedroom lodging units and an office. The office was added circa 1956, along with a swimming
pool on the grounds. However, because of their age, they are considered to be non-contributing to the
nomination. {Although the nomination contains one contributing and two non-contributing resources,
the original Perry Plaza Court building, which contributes, is much larger and much more prominent
than the non-contributing office and swimming pool.) The Perry Plaza Court is one of the best examples
of the International style in Hot Springs. It is a two-story building, laid out in a one unit wide rectangle
receding north away from Park Avenue. It has undergone minor interior and extertor alterations, but
retains its historic integrity. The masonry, steel and concrete building is currently rented as apartments.

Elaboration

“The earliest advertisements for Perry Plaza Court touted it as the “newest and most modern fireproof

motel.” The exterior of the building features alternating horizontal bands of buff-colored brick and a
larger buff-colored structural clay tile. The steel casement windows are also horizontally set within the
brick bands. The entrances to the units are set back in a breezeway, which also contain the stairs to the
second floor unmits. Within each breezeway is the entrance to four units, two downstairs and two
upstairs. The second floor breezeway/balcony is a concrete slab with steel pipe handrails and balustrade.
The concrete roof structure overhangs the breezeway/balcony, and the living room area of the units. The
bedrooms project out from the living areas and each features a comner steel casement window. The units
open on to a driveway/parking area to the east, which 1s bordered by a green space to the property line.
The swimming pool is adjacent to the office, separated by the driveway, with both facing Park Avenue.
The property slopes down toward Park Avenue, so that the office is below the first floor units by
approximately eight to nine feet, and is at street level. The swimming pool is level with the first floor
units and has a retaining wall at street level. The west facade of the living units is a flat plane, broken
only by the breezeway between the units. It also has steel casement windows, one 16-light casement
window with an air conditioner in the dining area and a smaller 6-light casement window in the
bathroom.

The floor plan of all units is the same. The entry opens into a living/dining/kitchenette area which ells
around the bedroom/bathroom. The walls are clay tile, and the floors are concrete with the original vinyl
asbestos tile covered by carpet in some of the units, and still exposed in others. The ceiling is plaster

splied to lath attached to the steel bar joists, on both the second floor and the roof. The kitchenettes
~iso have the vinyl asbestos tile. The baths still have the original ceramic tile floors, tile wainscoting,
cast iron tubs and porcelain sinks.
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The units originally featured central heating in each unit, and the window air conditioners were added at
a later date. The electrical service has been updated to accept the air conditioners, but the rest of the

utilities are original.

Currently rented as apartments, Perry Plaza Court is in good condition overall, both inside and out, and
is a very fine example of an International stvle tourist court.
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Summary

The Perry Plaza Court Historic District is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places under
Criterion C with local significance as the finest extant examples of an International-style tourist court on
Park Avenue in Hot Springs, Arkansas. The district consists of the office and 19 guest rooms located in one
building for a total of two contributing structures, It is also being nominated under Criterion A for its
associations with the development of tourist facilities along Park Avenue to cater to visitors to Hot Springs in
the first half of the twentieth-century Perry Plaza Court has undergone no major alterations on either the
exterior or interior of the building.

Elaboration

" Perry Plaza Court was one of the first examples of Intemational style architecture in the form of a tourist
court built on Park Avenue as the conversion from large residential homes to commercial businesses aimed
at automobile travelers began in the mid to late-1930s. Beginning with the completion of the paved Little
Rock-Hot Springs highway (Highway 70) in 1925, with Park Avenue being the final stretch into “the Spa
City,” residents of Hot Springs and Park Avenue saw an opportunity to “make a buck” off the growing
automobile traffic the highway guaranteed. In addition to being a convenient overnight stay en route to
Dallas, Texas, Hot Springs thrived as a tourist destination. Known primarily for the healing powers of the
thermal waters that flowed from its hillsides, Hot Springs also boasted alligator and ostrich farms, a horse-
racing track, several theaters, and two amusement parks during its visitation peak. With the growth of
automobile traffic, and the expansion of the city of Hot Springs in the 1930s40s, travelers began looking for
convenient and accessible overnight lodging near highways. The high-class downtown hotels could not offer
on-site parking for the most part, and carried additional expenses such as porter’s fees for baggage handling
and charges for clubs and social offerings.

As a result, traveler services, including tourist courts and service stations, began appearing along Park
Avenue because of its proximity to Hot Springs’ major attractions and entertainment venues. The tourist
courts along Park Avenue are generally a conglomeration of widely-circulated tourist court “plan books™ and
popular architectural styles of the period, with a little of the individual owner’s/builder’s personality thrown
in for good measure.

Yerry Plaza Court, built circa 1947, is one building containing 19 lodging units, and an office added later to
the front of the building facing Park Avenue. Both the original building and the later office addition are in
the International stvle. The Intemmational style utilized horizontal design elements and minimal adomment.
The masonry, concrete, and steel building features comner casement windows, a staple in International

i
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construction. The outstanding condition of the building, early Intemnational style, and virtually unaltered state
make it eligible for nomination to the National Register under Criterion C.

Early records of Perry Plaza Court, including the original blueprints, show that it was built between 1947-48
by Hot Springs businessman William R. Perry and designed by Irven D. McDaniel. The building first
appears as a tourist court on the 1948 Sanborn Insurance Company Map, with steel joist construction, fire
walls, a concrete floor and roof, and metal lath and plaster ceilings. Hot Springs City Directories list William
Perry as the owner from 1948 through 1955. Mr. Perry owned Perry Plaza and passed it on to his son until it
was sold out of the family around 1972. The building was converted to apartments in the early 1970s and
remains such today. Because Perry Plaza has been fortunate enough to have consistent long-term owners, the
condition of the building has not changed dramatically since its construction.

" By the early-1950s, medical advancements made drugs more readily available for ailments previously treated
with thermal baths. The rise in populanty of several recreational lakes south of Hot Springs, also led tourists
to abandon the courts of Park Avenue. Because Hot Springs moved south and west toward the lakes and
because of the availability of land open to development surrounding the city, many of the tourist courts along
Park Avenue have remained virtually unaltered. In their current state, neglect has been their biggest enemy,
although the majority remaining are used in some capacity, several still hosting travelers as motels.

It is important to note that although Perry Plaza Court was built shortly after the peak of tourism in Hot
Springs, it successfully survived as a tourist court/motel well after the decline of tourism in “the Spa City,”
perhaps due in part because of its terrific design in the International style.

Statement of Significance

Perry Plaza Court Historic District is being nominated under Criterion A with local significance because of
its role as one of the early tourist courts on Park Avenue serving automobile travelers along the Little Rock —
Hot Springs Highway as the city changed with the demand for convenient, accessible, and styvlish overnight
lodging for visitors to Hot Springs. It is also being nominated under Criterion C as an excellent example of
an International style tourist court. The nomination is being submitted under the multiple property listing
"Arkansas Highway and Transportation Era Architecture, 1910-1965" in conjunction with the histeric
context "Arkansas Highway History and Architecture, 1910-1965."
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