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Summary 

Located at  8 15 Park Avenue. the circa 1943 Parkway Courts is comprised of t h e  buildings housing - 48 
lodging rooms and an atrachrd officelrnana~er's apztrunent. The buildings are laid out in a "U" shape. 
uith the center being the traditional auto court and common area. The officeimana~er's apartment 
building is located at the end of the ''IT at the corner of Park Avenue and Bowen Street. The wood- 
framed brick veneer lodging units have detailing that alludes to the English Revival and Crafisrnan 
periods. Rebuilt circa 1950 after a major fire at Parkway Courts destroyed h e  original building, the 
office/manager's apartment buildins was constmcted in the TntemsltionaI style and reattached to the 
ptirnary "U"-shaped court. 

Elaboration 

Y e  Iodging units of Parkway Court are laid out in three different floor plans. The majority of the units 
. b-aditional motel-style rooms with a sleeping area and bathroom. The comer units have kitchenettes 

added, and four of the units are suites with a living roclrnkitchenetze and bedroom'bathroom 
arrangement. The ofiie!rnanager's apartment building has a front office and rear manage t' s apartment 
on the gmund floor and four efsciency apattments upstairs accessed by an exterior stainvell. 

Rle entrances to individual rooms have projecting high-pitched gabIe roofs over the front doors. Each 
soom has a pair of double-hung wooden windows with a one-over-one pane configuration. The corner 
units have the same gable over the front door, but the gable is turned at a 45 degree angle so that one 
gable actua1 ly covers the two corner unit doors. The three buildings housing lodging rooms have gabled 
mfs with composition shingles. and a wide fascia board above the windows which is characteristic of 
the Crafisman style, 

The International style ofice/manager's apartment building is brick veneer on the first floor on two sides 
of the structure, and S ~ L ~ C G O  on the third visible faqade. The second floor is all stucco and steps back 
away from the central court area. covering about one half of the first floor. The remainder of the first 
floor roof not covered by the second story serves as a roof deck for the four efficiency apartments wish 
pipe railing around the periphery of the deck. The second floor of the oficehnanager's apartment 
building h a  a flat roof with a clay tile coping on top of the parapet. The parapet steps down about one- 
third of the height toward the rear of the stnlc1uu-e. Facing the street intersection, the corner of this 
building is clipped at a 45-degree angle with a small deck off the second floor. The roofline of the first 
floor has zl wide fascia board which is painted a contrasting color. as is a siniilar horizontal band below 

second floor parapet. At the comers of the parapet on the upper story is a plinrh block t l~a t  projects 
r though the tile coping. w • 
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Continually used as tourist lodging, the interior of Parkway Courts has undergone minimal updates and 
alterations. -4 number of the units still retain the original bathroom tile; however, the floorine - has been 
replaced throughout. The original plaster walls are in fairly good shape. The units u i fh  kitchenettes 
ha\-e had appliances updated, but the original cabinetry remains. The cabinets have been painted 
numerous times, as have the interior door and window trim, a 1" x 6" Craftsman style molding. L 

An open gazebo!picnic area was added to the property in the center of the auto coun in the mid- 1970s. It 
contributes link ta the overall appearance of Pnrktvay Courts and was constnrcred on top of tvhat was 
originally green space that served as the common area for guests. 

The units are currently rented as both motel rooms and apartments under the new name "'Budget Inn.'" 
The buildings are in good condition and are a notable example of the use of severaI different 
architectural styles in the construclion of tourist couns along Park Avenue. 
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Summary 

The P a h a y  Courts Historic District is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places under 
Criterion A with local significance for its role as one ofthe early tourist courts on Park Avenue and for its 
associations with the gro\\-th of highway and transportation-related architecture in Arkansas between the 
years 1910 -1965. It is also being nominated under Criterion C as a good example of the combinztion of 
architectural styles used when constructing tourist courts along Park Avenue in Hot Springs. The district is 
comprised of 3 buildings housing 45 guest rooms and an attached oficelmanager's apaflment building for a 
total of four contributing buildings. Parkway Courts is in use today as both motel moms and apartments fbt 
rent as rhe Br~dget Inn. 

t'arkway Courts, circa 1 943, was built just before the peak of visitation to Hot Springs on Park Avenue as the 
conversion from Iarge residential homes to commercial businesses aimed at automobile travelers began in the 
mid to late-1930s and continued into the 1950s. Beginning with the completion of the paved Little Rock-Hot 
Springs highway (Hishway 70) in 1925, with Park Avenue being the final stretch into "the Spa City," 
residents of Hot Springs and Park Avenue saw an opportuni ry 20 "make a buck'' off the growing automobile 
traff~c the highway guaranteed. In addition 10 being a convenient overnight stay en route to Dallas. Texas. 
Hot Springs rhrived 3s a tourist destination. Known primarily for the healing powers of the them-la1 waters 
that flowed from its hillsides. Hot Springs also boasted alligator and ostricll farnls, a horse-racing track. 
several theaters. and two amusement parks during its visitation peak. With the growth of automobile traffic. 
and the expansion of the city of Hot Springs in the 1930s-JOs. mvelers began looking for convenient and 
accessible overnieht u lodging near highnxy-s. The high-class dotx-ntofin hotels could not offer on-site parking 
for t h e  most part, and carried additional expenses such as porter's fees for baggage handling and charges for 
clubs and social offerings. 

As a result. traveIer services, including tourist courts and sewice stations. began appearing along Pflrk 
Avenue because of its proximity to Hot Springs' major attractions and entertainment venues. The rourist 
courts along Park Avenue are generally a conglomeration of ~idsly-citculated tourist c0ul.t "plan books" and 
populat architectural styles of the period, with a little of the individual owner's/builder's personality tllrown 
i n  for g o d  measure. 

rkway Courts is made up of an outer "U" shaped building with an inner "U" shaped building !lousing the 

0 ~ e s t  rooms. The inner "U9'has a break in fie horizontal leg to allow access to the outer "C"' frm the 
central auto COUIT and common areas. TFle lodging buildings have h t h  Craftsman and E ~ ~ g l i s h  Revival 
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details and design elements. This was common among tourist courts of the era as most were not 
architecturally designed. but were instead a combination of several popular styles. After 3 fire in the early 
1950s destroyed she original ot'tice building. a new structure was added in the International style. Thr ncu 
of ice  building also had apartments for lease and a manger's apartment. It tvas reattached ro the interior "Lr" 
building. thereby adding yet another architectural style to the mixture that was Parkway Courts. The fair 
condition o f t h e  buildings and the use of several architectural styles for the one tourist court make it eligible 
under Criterion C for nomination to the National Register, 

Parkway Courts first appears in the 1944 City Directory under the ownership of Mrs. Franklin Nervefl. By 
1946, Mrs. Newell was listed by her first name. Florence F. Newell. before she sold the property to Otto E. 
Baker in 3950. By the early-I950s, medical advancements made drugs more readily available for aiImsnts 
previously treated with thermal baths. The rise in popularity of several recreational lakes south of Hot 
Springs also led tourists to abandon rhe courts of Park Avenue. According to the 1950 Sanborn Insurar 
Coinpany Maps, Parkway Courts became Parkway Apartments under the possession of Mr. Baker, but was 
returned to tourist lodging within the next tw-o y e m  as it is today under the new name. Budget Inn. 

Because Hot Springs moved south and west roward the lakes and because of the availability of land open to 
development surrounding t he  city, many of the tourist courts along Park Avenue have remained virtuaIly 
unaltered. In their current state, neglect bas been their biggest enemy, although the majority remaining are 
used in some capacity, several still hosting travelers as motels. 

Statement of Significance 

Park\va>* Courts Historic District is being nominated under Criterion A with 30ci1l significance because of 
its role as one of the early tourist co~urts on Park Avenue serving automobile travelers along the Little Rock - 
Hot Springs .., Highutay as the city changed with the demand for convenient, accessible. and stylish overnight 
lodging for visitors to Hot Springs. It is also being nominated under Criterion C as a very good exampIe of 
Cmftsrnan. En~lis11 Revival, and International styles shared by one tourist court. The nomination is being 
submitted under the multiple property listing "Arkansas Highway and Transportation Era Architecture, 
1910-1965" in conjunction with the historic context ' lrkansas Highway History and .4whitecture, 1910- 
1965." 
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