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1. Xame af  Pronertv 
- 

historic name Cottage Courts Historic Districr 

other narneslsite number Cottage Motet 

street & number 603 Park Avenue not for publicatia:~ 

city or town Hot Springs vicinity 

state Arkansas code AR county Garland code 051 zip code 7 1 9 O I  

y ~ t a f i ~ e d e r a l  Agency Certification 

-orit!, under rheNationaf Historic Prtrcwation,4cl. as amended. I hertby ccnth. that this nomination 
:quest far determinxion o f  eligibility meets r!te documentation rrandards for registering propenla In the National Register of Hrsioric 
3 x 5  and mccv the p:occdural and profrssional i-cqujrcmcnts set for in 3 6  CFR Part G!3 111 ~ n y  opiniun. ~ h r  propert). mcers 

I does nct mcct the Uatianal Register criteria. E rtco~iimcnd thm this p r o p e q  be considrred significant 

I Arkansas Historic Presenation Program 
State or Fcdrral agency and Surelit 

In my opinion. the proptny mecfs does not met1 the Kntional Reg~ster criteria (m Sce Continuation sheet f i r  additional 
ccrnments ) 

I 

Sigaarurt oCcen14ing oficiabTl~le Dare 11 

Stnte ~t Fcdcral agency wd burtau 

4. Nntionnl Park Service Certification 
1 I~trehy C ~ ~ I N  that the proper,) is. S17na:urz oL' lhc Iiezprr Dntc ofAc:ru~i 

m~crcd in the h'ationd Rcgisra. 
Set  continutlrion ~hcel 

0 detcmrncd eligibk tor [fir 
National Reeisler. 
1 See continualion sheet 

dekmtincd nor cligihle for die 
National Rcgisrcr. 

re~nuved from l?lc h'aiional 
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bli:mt. ;lt' P n p t r v  
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5. Classification 

Ownership of Property Categop or Property Yumber OF Resourres within Property 
(C:icck ns many hoxm w nnpl?) (Check onl* one mx] (Do :lot ~ncludc ptewom'? l~sled resources ~n corrnr j 

private 

public-local 
public-State 

public-Federal 

buildinp!~) 

district 

site 

Cf structure 

object 

Contributing Noncontributing 

2 0 buil d i n y  

0 13 sites 

0 0 structures 

0 0 objects 

2 0 Total 

Wame or relnted multiple property Iisting Y umber of Contributing resources previouslv listed 
( E n t a  "WA" i l p  roperty IF nor par: ot' a ctulriplr prnprm Ilsring.) in the hntiunal Register 

Arkansas Highway and Transponation Era Archirecture, S!.4 
1910 - 1965 

Historic Functions 
(Ilntzr c31q?r1es from ~nstructios~) 

Current Functions 
(Enter carcgorics fiom instrucrionsj 

DOMESTIC: Morel DOMESTIC: Hotel 

7. Description 

Architecfural Classification 
(E111r.r ca!egorlm from ~n~tnrct l@nf)  

Materials 
(Enlcr caregoria from inst:r!cf~ons) 

OTHER: Ranch foundntion CONCRETE 
walls BRICK 

roof ASPHALT 

other 

Narrative Descriptiofi 
( D C C I I ~ L .  ;be I I ~ \ ~ o ~ L C  and ctrrrcnl condition o T l k  proptny ononr or rnnrc continuarion <'ic:ls I 



Cot ta~  Courn Historic District Garland County. Arkansas 
Same of Pmplrt~ County and State 

8. Sratementof Significance 

plica hle National Register Criteria Levek of Significance !la:ol. state, national) 
~k -\" in onror mure buxt; ts: th:: critcrla nua!i%i ip rpe prupny LOCAL 

for Narbd Reelder listinp.) 

A Pmpeq is aswciated with events that have made 
a significant contriburion to the broad patterns of Areas of Significance (Enter ca1egnrits from ins~ructions) 

our history. T U N S  PORTATION 
ARCHITECTURE 

R Properp i s  associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our pasr. 

C Property embodies the distinctive characreristics 
of a type. period. or method of construction or 
represenn the work of a master. or possesses 
high anistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distincrion. 

P Propew has yielded. or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
iXIark I" in nil  rk horrrs tbnt apply ) 

Property is: 
i\ owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

B rernovd h r n  its original ~bcation. 

Period of  Significance 
C. 1950-1954 

Significant Dates 
c. ! 950 

Significant Person (Complete i f  Cilrerion B i a  niarkcd) 

N i A  

C, birthplace w grave of a historical figure of outstanding 
importance. Cultural Arfiliation (Complete if Criter~on D IS  marked] 

D a cemetery. N! A 

E a reconstructed building, o b j e c ~  or structure. 

F a commemorative propemy 
ArchilectiBuilder 

G Eess than 50 years of age or achieved siyificance N/ A 
with~n the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement olSignificance 
{Erplain the s~~nrficancr a l  the pmptrty on om or more continuation  sheet^.) 

9. Major Eibliographical References 

ni bliograph y 
(C'ltt ILK bods. anidcs, and other sutlrws ~lsrd In p~paring this form on one 01 murr rominuation skers.) 

Previous documentation an file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 
prelinrinaty deter~ni~~ation of individual listice (36 State Historic Preservation Office 
CFR 67) has been requested Other State Azenc): 

(3 previously listed in tlte National Register Federal Agency 
Previcusly determined eligible by the National Local Government 
Register University 

t] designated a Nationa! Historic Landmark Other v 

10 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository: 
# Garland County Historical Society 
recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record ft 



Cottage Coum Historic Dimicr 
Name of Pr~pen;; Coul~ty and %tte 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property less than one 

UTM References 
il'lncc addklond LTM references on a coarinuarron sheet ) 

3 
Zonc Eat ing  Nlinhins 

4 

Se ~on~inuz! ios sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

S?8 T2S R19W, Block 138, Lot 1 .  pan of Lot 2. Ha Springs Resermtion. 
Boundary Justification 
1 

11. Form Prepared By 

name!title Bill Wiedowes 

organbrion AHPP date September 19, 3003 

street 5: number 1500 Tower Building. 323 Center Street telephone 50 1!374-9880 

city or town Li'ttle Rock stale Arkansas zip code 7220 1 

Additional Documentation 
Subr~lr ~l;: 'ollrsulng 11c1t1c rvlrli t,lr camplclsJ form 

Continuat ion Sheets 

\laps 
PI USCS map (7.5 o r  15 minute series) indicating the property's location 

4 Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Representative black ant1 white photographs of the properry. 

Additional items 
[C[ie:k with the SHPSI @r P O  far any additland itmrs.1 

Property Owner 
(C'o,riplete t315 .ten1 11 t h e  requsr  or'SHPI) or mO.) 

name Efran Cznlas 

meet  & nu~nber 609 Park Avenue telephone 50 1!623-5482 

city or tarin Hot Springs s h t e  Arkansas zip code ? 190 3 

I*aCpmurfiRedurriun .Act Statcrnent: TIIIS lnfnrination i s  btinp collzc?ed fur app!lcarlons to ikNaticn?.l Rcgi5tcr or Historic Places to tiomlnnte proptrtucs !br 
lictCllp or drrem~iqe el~gib~l.t!, for list~np, to list propcnb. and lo amend euntng hstrnp Rrspo~lsr to rhrs m u z s t  IS requircd In ohram 3 k r l c t i t  In ,:ccprdancc 
M 9th the Nnvionnl I4 lsrnr~c Presezntion 4cl. ;ls snlendcd ( 1  6 U C J:0 el srq ) 

Eslim[rd Bklrdrn Sratcment: Puhltc r~porling burdm Ibr this I'crm is cszinintrd to amaze 18 I hours pcr response i l lcludin~ tilnc I'gr r c b i z ~ i ~ i g  instruc;ia~ls, 
g n r h e ~ : r i n ~  aqd rna i l~ r l~~~ in_p  data. and como!ering and wviewi~ig h e  form Dirrci commmlq rreardqne this burden esllnlale or any aspcct or ;this fom tu the C l l ~ d :  
Admlnisln'ive Scn~lces Division. h'm~anal Park Sepict P 0 Bou 371 27. tkasliingron. DC 2331 ;-7127: and the Oflicr o i  Mmagmir.nt and Budget. Pn~cnrmrk 

Reduction< Praiecrs ('ii'l-00 18). Wzhinq!on. DC 20303 
a v 
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Summary 

The Cottage Motel. originally known as Cottage Courts. was built at 603 Park Avenue circa 1950: near 
rhe end of the f l u y  of tourist court construction along Park Avenue. It has little in common with the 
majority of the tourist court type buildings. Instead, i t  is one of the first "motel" type buildinss in Hot 
Springs. Cottage Courts has continuat ly served as tourist lodging since its cons~rucrion. 

Elahorntion 

Cottage Courts consis~s of two buildings. The Iarser of the two buiIdinp contains twelve guest rooms, Tl~e 
smaller building contains three guest rooms and the o~.ner's:rnanager's apartment. The extssior of each 
building is brick, with a single door and large steel casement window per each guest unit. The entrances are 
sheltered by a continuous porch that runs the entire length of each building. The porches are forrned by the 
buildlnc's - overhanging hipped roof. The porches are supported by wrought iron "vine'"posrs. The porch 
suppoxts ase probably not original, but there is no indicatiqn of what they might have replaced. 

The buildings are fairly nondescript, with all of the guest rooms being laid out in the same plan. The fronts 
of the rooms are all facing the same direction in each building, with each room being the mirror image of its 
adjacent room. The guss; roonls are laid out like modern day motel mon~s. with a bedroom at the front and n 
bathroom at the rear. The batlmorns still have the tile wainscoting and flooring and the tile cub surround. 
The bathroom bas a small steel casement window looking out to the rear of the building 

Other than the addition of window air conditioners inserted into the steel casement vrindou-s, Cottage Motel 
appears almost exactly as it did when is  was built as Cottage Court. 



Cotraee Courts Historic District 
Kame cl'hoprry 

Garland County, Arkansas 
County and S131e 

'nited States Department of the Interior 
, d o n a 1  Park Sewice 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 8 Page f 

Summary 

The Cottage Courts Historic District is being nominated to the Nationat Register under Criterion A with 
local significance for its association with automobile travel, in Arkansas between the years 1 91 0-1 965. 
Cottage Courts is an ezan~pIe of the earliest "motel" type lodging facilities on Park Avenue in Hot Springs, 
Arkansas. The district consists of the owner's residence:office brriIding containing thee guesi rooms and a 
second bzrilding housing twelve guest rooms, for a total of two contributing buildings, Cot ta~e Courts has not 
icndergone major a1 terations and remains virtually intact on both the interior and exterior of the buildings. 
Therefore. it is also being nonlinated under Criterion C as an excellent example of a Ranch style motor 
court. 

Cottage Courts was one of the later structures built along Park Avenue during the conversion fiom large 
residential homes to commercial businesses aimed at automobile travelers. Beginning wjth the completion of 
the paved Little Rock-Hot Springs highway (Highway 70) in 1 925. Park Avenue being the final stretch into 
"the Spa City," residents of Hot Springs and Park Avenue saw an  opportunity to "make a buck" off the 
growing automobile traffic the highway guaranteed. In addition to being a convenient overnight slay en route 
to Dallas. Texas. Hot Springs thrived as a tourist destination. Knoun primarily for the healing powers of the 
thermal waters that flowed from its hillsides, Hot Springs aPso boasted alligator and ostrich farms. a horse- 
racing track, several theaters, and two amusement parks during its t~isitation peak. With the growth of 
automobile trafic. and the expansion of the city of Hot Springs in the 1930s4Os, traveIers began looking for 
convenient and accessible overnight lodging near highways. The high-class dotvntown l~otels could not offer 
on-site parking for the most part, and carried additional expenses such as poster's fees for baggage handling 
and charges for clubs and social offerings. 

As a result, traveler services, including tourist courts and service stations, began appearing along Park 
Avenue because of its proximity to Hot Springs' major attractions and entertainment venues. The tourist 
courts along Park Avenue are generally a conglomeration of widely-circulated tourist court "plan hooks" and 
papttlar trrcl~itectural styles of the period. with a li ttFe of the iildividual orvner'dbuilder's personality throtvn 
in for good measure. 

'ottage Courts. built circa 1950, has no real distinguishing architectural features. The two buildings are 
signed in the Ranch style of architecture. The design lacks the quaintness and stylistic elements of earlier 

tourist courts. The eounShows an important transition from detached single uniis to the more modern 
attached motel layout, The red brick one-story buildings are closer in resemblance to early mote 1s. but 
mail~tain the common area in the center of the two buildings that is characteristic of tourist courts. 
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Built by Cecil C. Foster and James D. McLain, Cottage Courts first appears in the 195 1 City Directory of Hot 
Springs. Foster and McLain. who built and owned several other tourist courfs on Park Avenue during the 
period, retained c?u~ership of Cottage Courts throughout the decade, By the early-1 950s. medical 
advancements n ~ a d s  dnqs more send ily avai IabEe for ailments previouslq rreated with thermal baths. 
Cotnbine this with the rise in popularity of several recreational lakes sou:h of Hot Springs, and tourists began 
to abandon the courts of Park Avenue. Cottage Courts, however, was able to sunlive the decli~~e and l-ras 
continued to serve as tourist lodging for visitors to Hot Springs, perhaps due to its more modern motel-like 
design. It has retained its original integrity despite the years of use, and serves as an example of the shift 
away from tourist courts and towards motels as travelers began looking for more amenities in their lodging 
options. 

Statement of Significance 
The virtually unaltered condition of Cottage Courts and the transitional design betyreen tourist court and 
motel make the district eligible for National Register nomination under Criterion C as a11 excellent exalnple 
of a Ranch style motor court. It is also being nominated under Criterion A k ~ i a h  local significance for its 
association with automobile travel in Hot Springs. The nomination is being submitted under the multiple 
property listing "Arkansas Highway and Transportation Era Architecture, 1920-1965" in conjunction 
with the historic context "Arkansas Highway History and Architecture, 1910-1965.'" 
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