
OMB No. 100?1#18 NPS Form 10-900 
( a t .  1990) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Sewice 

i 
Yational Register of Historic Places 
Legistration Form 

T h i s  form is fw use in nminzting or xqucsltng determinations for individual proptles  and d~smcts. See rnshuclions in How fa C~mpkfe the .Varronnl Register 
ofHistonc Plncer Regtslrn~wn Farm mac~onal Regsta Bulleten 16A) Complcte tach Item by marking '"x" In the appropriate box m bytnttnng thc i n f m t i o n  
rcqumted. Iran item d w  nor appty to [he propmy king dwumntcd, enter "KIA"' tbr 'hot appl~cab!e." For frmctions. archttcctunl classitica'mn. matcnats, and 
areas of sipiticanrx, envronty categonrs and subcatcgotirs from the ins~urlions. Placc additional cnmes and mrranve rrtm on cmunuat~on sheets (YPS F m  
10-%(la), Use a p.mntm. wad prwessor. or computer. to cornplcre all ]terns 

1. Name of Property 

historic name King-Yeimeyer-Mahis House 

other nameslsite number GA0225 

street 8: number 2 145 Malvern Road not for publication 

city or town Hot Springs 
- 

vicinity 

state Arkansas code AR county Garland code 051 zip code 71901 

3. StatelFederal Agency Certification 

AS the  designated aulhonly under the Naaonal H~stons Pmenration Act, as amended. I itereby certify that rhis nornlnation U 
request for detcrmrnation of cllgbility meets the documtnrat:on srandards Tor rcg~steting properties in the National Rcgistcr o:'Hisroric 
PI~CCS and m e &  the proeedunl and profmronal requirrmcnts set for In 36 CFR Part 60. In my opin~on. h e  prop- [El meets 
d m  no? m t  I?IS Natawal Register mlma 6 rcfommcnd that this property be considered s~gificant 

Stgnarm of m~fjiln: 0!5c:al TltTc 

Staa w F d m l  agency and bureau 
< 

In rnyoplnrm, thc p r w  a meets does not meel thc Katronal Registacnttn3 (u Set Connnuatron sheet fwadditronal 
c m m  ts ) 

Signature of ccnifying offic~abT~tle Date 

Smtc or EedcnF agency and burtau 

4. Vationat Park Service Certification 

I hcnby ccn~fy that the pmprny 15: 
S ~ p a t u n :  of the K e e p a  Date of Act~on 

cnkrrd in the Natronal Register 
5cc contlnuatlon shcn 
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m e d  Smm the N3tronal 
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King-Neimeyer-Mathis Hause 
Name of Property 

Garland County, Arkansas 
County and State 

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 
'Check as many boxes ZG apply) (Check only one bax) (Do nor ~nctude prev!ously l~sred resources ~n count.) 

I 

- -- private 

pub1 ic-local 
pubtic-State 

public-Federal 

district 

[3 site 
S I N C ~ L ~ T ~  

17 object 

Contributing Noncontributing 

6 buildings 

sites 

1 structures 
3 objects 

9 1 Total 

Kame of related multiple property listing Number of Contributing resources previously listed 
(EnterbW;h" if property IS not part of a multiple propmy listing.) in the National Register 

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories frm instructions) 

D0MEST1Cisi1yle dwelling 

DOMESTIC/secon&ry structure 

; 
AGRICULTLSREiSUBSISTENCE/agricuItural 
outbuilding 

. ' ,4hiSCAPEisteet furniturelobj ect 

Current Functions 
(Enter faregoris kom ~nskuctions) 

DOMESTICisingle dwelling 

DOhESTTC/secondary structure 

AGRlCULTUWSUBSISTENCEiagricuI~a I outbuilding 

AGRI~LTL;RE/SUBSISTENCEIhomiculcural facility 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification Materiats 
(Enter caugones From ~nsmct~ons) (Enter categonn from instructions) 

Bungalowt'Craftsman Foundation Stone 

WalIs Stucco 

Roof Asphalt 

Other Wood 
Tin 

Narrative Description 
(Descrik the h~storic and current m d i t i o n  or the property on one or more continuation sheeu ) 
SEE CONTINUATEON SHEETS 



King-Neimeyer-Ma t his House 
Kame of Pr~perty 

fl 
County and Stsre 

8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
'Mark "x" in me .or morc boxes fcr tk cnrma quallfymg rbt p r m y  

Levels of Significance (lmal, state, national) 

LOCAL 

A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contriburien to the broad patsems o f  Areas of Significance E n t e r  categories from instructioes) 

our history. ARCHITECTLTE 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

[XI C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents tire work of  a master, or possesses 
high artistic d u e s ,  or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack Period or Significance 
individual distincrion. 19 1 S 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yleld, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark V' in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 
0 A ouned by a religious instimrion or used for 

religious purposes. 

._I_] B removed from its original Iocation. 

Significant Dates 

Significant Person (Comptett if Crittrion B i s  marked) 

C. blrthplarx or grave of a historical figure of outstanding 
importance. Cultural AMHation (Complete ifctitcrion D is marked) 

D a cernetq. N/A 

E a reconstructed 'building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative p r o m  
Architect!Builder 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Unknown 
within the past 50 

Sarrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the signiti~mce of the proFf iy  m one w marc continuatlan sheets.) 
SEE COYTlS L * A ~ Q N  S H E E l 3  

-. - - - 

9. Major EibEiolgraphical References 

Bib tiography 
IClre the books, articks. a d  o!hm wurccs used in preparing this f m  on one or morr continuation shttts.) 

Previous documntation on file (?UPS): Primary location of additional data: 
preliminary determination of individual lisnng (36 State Historic Preservation Ofice 
CFR 67) has been requested a Other State Agency 

previously listed m the National Register 0 Federal Plgency 
, 1 Previously determined el~gible by the National Local Govenunent 

--. Register Cniversity U designated a National Hismsic Landmark a Other 
recorded by Historic American Bui [dings Sum-y Name af p o s i t o y  Owners of the property. 
# 

recorded by Historic American Engineering 



Record # 



King-Neime yes-Mathis House 
Xame o f  Pmpertp 
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la. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property Approximately 7.69 acres. 

. T31 References 
: Placc add~uonal U n l  r c f m c c s  on a contlnuatton sheet.) 

1 15 - 497754 38 15009 
Zone Easting N~inhtng 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Dtscnbe t k  boundanes of the pmpeq m a continuafEon sheet ) 

Boundary Justification 
{Explain why the boundanes urn sclstcd on a continuallon shed.) 

3 
Zone Eastrng Korrhlng 

4 

I7 See contlnuauon shcet 

1 1. Form Prepared By 

nameltitlt Ralph S .  Wilcox, National RegisterfSwey Coordnator 
organization Arkansas Historic Presenatron Program date July 17, 2002 

steet  & number 1500 Tower Buifding, 323 Center Smea telephone (50 1) 324-9787 

city or town Cinle Rock state Arkansas zip code 72201 

Additional Documentation 
Sunrn~ t thc fdltor!ng ,Lents w'S. the ~0mpleted form: 

Continuation Sheets 

.,raps 
A CrSGS map (7.5 or 1 5  minute series) indicating the propeny's location 

A Sketch map for historic districts and propetties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the propeny. 

Additional items 
(Check w t h  the SHPO or FPO for any additional ilcrns.) 

Property Owner 
(Complete I ~ I I  rttm at the rcquesl of SHPO or FP0.I 

name Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Ronald Mathis 
m e e t  & number 2 1.15 hlalvern Road telephone 501 623-2985 

cE!y or town Hot Springs state Arkansas zip code 7 190 1 

Paptrwark hr.iu&m Statrmml: This informtion IS being collected Tor appl~cationr ia the h'adomf Rpgisrerof Historic PIaccs to nomktc propaits lor 
[Isling or defcnn~ne tiigihllty iw Ilsung, to I tst  propertres. a d  to amend existtng I lsr:n~.  Rcrponsc 10 thjs request 15 requ~red to obrain a b f i r  In accordance 
with the Na~~onal Hlstonc Resemat~on Ac; a9 amended (1 6 U.S.C. 470 e! Irq.) 

Edinrttrd B u d e n  Statement: Public rqmrting bu?dm f6f this fm i s  cstimttd to average 18.1 hours psr response lncltiding timc for reviewing insbctims. 
-1thmag and mlntlrnrng data, and complctbng and m v l m i n g ~ h e  form. D r r m c o m n t s  remrng this burden tsl:mte or any aspect orrh~s farm ro the Chief. 

i nrnistntivt Scrvlces Ui\islm. Nat~onnl Park SCWICC. P. 0. BOX 37127, N'ashrngton. DC 20013-7 127, and the Oflice oTManagemmt and Rudget, P v q r k  
.ductions Prnjerts {I025401 8). lt'ashingron, DC 20503. 
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SUMMARY 
The King-Neirneyer-Mathis House is located in a predominant Iy residential neighborhood on approximately 
7.69 acres south of downtown Hot Springs. Besides the main house, the property includes a srnalI servants" 
quarters, a pump house (now also used as a kennel), a chicken house (now used as a greenhouse), a small 
storage shed, and two barns used to house animals. A11 of the buildings are of \\rood frame construction, with 
the exception of one barn, which is built of brick. In addition, the grounds of the property contain stone 
retaining walls, decorative stone pillars that flank the driveway entrance, and a driveway constmcted of 
decorative stone. The grounds contain many mature trees along with many azalea bushes. Malvern Road i s  
one of the main thoroughfares into town, and ends in the heart of the Hot Springs Central Avenue Historic 
District, which was listed on the National Register of Historic Places on June 25, 1985. Additionally, 
Bathhouse Row, which was listed on the KationaI Register on Kovernber 13, 1974, and designated a NationaI 
Historic Landmark on May 28, 1987, is located within the Hot Sprinss Central Avenue Historic District, 

I 
ELABORATION 
The King-Nelmeyer-Mathis House is  located in a predominanZIy residential neighborhood on the south side 
of Hot Springs on approximately 7.69 acres, The northern, eastern, and southern boundaries are bordered by 
other residences, whereas the western boundary is  bordered by Malvern Road, one ofthe main thoroughfares 
into town. The Hot Springs Golf and Country Club, established in 1908, is located just across the street. 

The principal era of construction for the house i s  19 18. The house is a prime example of the 
CraftsmanJBungalorv style of architecture. The walls of the home are stucco with a fieldstone foundation. 
The roof of the house, which was cypress shingles originally, is now composition shingles. A skylight is in 
the center of the gable peak. There are aIso three fieldstone chimneys on the main house and a stucco 
chimney on the new addition. 

\\.en it was built, it was considered a country home, although new i t  is within the city limits due to the 
growth of Hot Springs. On the property, there are five ancillary structures that also contribute to the historic 
sigificance of the property. They include a small servants' quarters, a pump house, and a chicken house 
built at the same time as the house, and two barns, a brick barn built circa 1940, and a wood frame barn built 
circa 1935. Another small storage shed, which is used by the Hot Springs Kennel Club and moved to the 
pmperty at least ten years ago, also exists on the property. However, due to its recent date of construction, it 
is  considered ta be a non-contributing resource. In addition to the contributing buildings on the property, 
there are three contributing objects. They are the stone wall and entrance pillars at the front of the property - and a stone retaining walI at rhe garage at the rear of the house, which are contemporary with the construction 

I 
_ ~f the house, and the decorative stone driveway and associated gutters, which were installed circa 1940. 
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House: SouthwestTront Elevation 
The southwest elevation is the main faqade of the house. In the center of the facade on the first floor is the 
main entrance, which has a set of wood French doors with twelve panes of beveled glass in each door. The 
entrance is flanked by wood sidelights each having six panes of beveled glass. On each side of the entrance 
is one double-hung wood eighteen-over-seven window. The top sash has eighteen square panes while the 
bottom sash has a large center pane flanked on each side by three small square panes. In the center of the 
gable peak is a-row of three casement urindows, and each sash has twelve small square panes. A dark wood 
board crosses the gabIe just above the windows. The roof eave is supported by five knee brackets, one in the 
gabIe peak and two on each slope. 

A porch extends across the entire front f a~ade  of the property, and wraps around both sides. The gable of the 
second floor is supported by four battered piers constmcted of fieldstone, and wood beams cross the porch on 

r op of the piers. On top of the two middle piers are small wood extensions with gIass and metal porch lights. 
Concrete steps ascend to the porch in the center bay. The sight bay of the parch is now enclosed with glass 
panels. 

House: NarthwestlSide Elevation 
The northwest fwade towards the front of the house is dominated by the wrap around porch that ends at a 
porte-cochere. On the side of Itlie house, looking out onto the porch, is another wood, double-hung, eighteen- 
over-seven window like those on the front faqade. The porte-cochere has a shed roof supported by two 
battered fieldstone piers. Concrete steps Iead horn the driveway under the parte-cochere to the side entrance, 
which has a wood door with panels in the bottom half, and ten panes of gIass in the top half. 

As one proceeds towards the rear of the house, there is a tripartite window under a small gable. The window 
is wood h m e  with an eight-over-one center section flanked by a twelve-pane casement window on each 
side. To the left of the tripartite window are hvo, wood f m e ,  double hung windows set high in the wall. 
Each window has a nine-over-one pane arrangement. Proceeding to the rear of the house there are two more 
nine-over-one, wood frame double hung windows that are larger and set lower in the waI1. FinaIly, at the rear 
of the house is a grouped pair of modem, false nine-over-one, windows. 

House: Northeas tlRear Elevation 
On the right of the basement level of the rear of the house is a two-car garage. The basement level is 
recessed, and square wood posts support the upper stories. Each garage bay has the two original garage 

, 'OOFS, which are made or wood and hinged at the outer edges. Each door features diagonal wood paneling in - rhe bottom half and nine rectangular window panes in the top half. To the Iefi of the garage door is a wood 
door that enlers into the basement space. Original stone retaining ~val;ls border the parking area outside the 
garage, and a set of steps leads to the first floor from the parking area 
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On the first floor of the main faqade, on the right side, are three grouped pairs of modem, false nine-over- 
one, windows. To the left of the grouped pairs of windows is a set of French doors, each with fifteen panes 
of glass. The French doors are flanked by a single modern, false nine-over-one window. To the lefl of his is 
a single grouped pair of modem, false nine-over-one windows. 

The second floor of the rear faqade, like the front faqade, has three casement windows in a row in the center. 
Each sash of the casement windows has twelve panes. T h e  eave above the rear fagade is supported by four 
knee brackets, two on each slope. Unlike the front faqade, a knee bracket is not present in the gable peak. 

House: Addition 
At the northeast comer of the house is the location ofthe 1952 addition, which comprises approximately 
1,000 square feet. On the northwest side of the addition i s  an eightaver-one window. On the northeast 
fa~ade of the addition are hvo eight-over-one windows located towards each end of the fa~ade. In addition, 
two knee brackets, one on each slope of nhe ~abIe, are found under the eaves. On the southeast faqade of the 
addition are two eight-over-one windows, one towards the center of the wall, and one towards the 
southwestern end. On the southwest fagade, towards the east end, is a set of French doors, Each door has 
fifteen panes of glass. To the Ieft of the French doors is an eight-over-one window. In the gable peak is a 
vent, and two knee brackets support the eaves. In addition, a dark wood beam runs across the bottom of the 
gable, mimicking the dark beam on the front faqade of the main house. 

House: Sou tbeasmide Elevation 
To the left of where [the new addition connects to the original house, there is a small covered porch with a 
shed roof supported by a square fieldstone column. A set o F French doors, each with 15 panes of gIass, opens 
onto the side patio. To the left of the covered porch is a bay projection under a small gable roof. The 
northeast side of the bay has a set of French doors, each with 2 1 panes of glass. The southeast side of the bay 
has three large glass picture windows, while the southwest side of the bay has a twelve-over-one window. 
To the left of the bay projection is the enclosed portion of the wrap-around porch. 

House: Interior 
The interior of the house still retains many of its original features. The house retains its original pine floors 
in many of the rooms and the living and dining rooms have original box beam ceilings. she living room also 
has a large fieldstone fireplace. The dining roam has a large built-in buffet and cabinet with beveled glass 
doors that match the other woodwork and beveled glass in the house. Most of the rooms retain their original 
doors, and almost all of the original hardware remains. The main hall in the center of the house also features 

, ,kylights thar allow lizht from the rooftop skylight to filter into the central spaces of the house. 
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Pump House 
Just to the northeast of the main house stands the pump house, which is aIso used today as a kennel. The 
building is a simple rectangular utood frame building on a fieldstone foundation. The building is crowned by 
a metal front gable roof. The entrance is on the southwest f a~ade  of the building and consists of a wood door 
with two horizontal panels in the bottom half and four windowpanes in the top half. It is surmounted by a 
four-pane transom window. On the southeast side of the building are two nine-pane windows, one in the 
center of the faqade and one to the left. A window unit air-conditioner is to the right of the windows. The 
northeast and northwest facades each have a twehe-pane window in the center. Dog runs are present on the 
southeast side of the building, and also connecting the building to the main house to the southwest. 

Servan tswuarters 
To the northeast of the main house and pump house is the servants' quarters. The building is a one-story 

r vood frame building with a fieldstone foundation and a standing seam metal roof with a side gable. The 
stone on the foundation, however, was added after the building's construction. The front porch of the 
building was enclosed in E 969, and one now enters through a sIiding glass door in the center of the southwest 
faqade. The door is flanked on each side by large glass picture windows. The northwest favade has a two- 
over-two wood frame double hung window in the center and a picture window in the side of the original 
porch. The rear or northeast faqade has a central entrance with a wood panel door with a window in the top 
ha1 F and a modem metal screen door. A brick chimney is present in the middle of the rear roof slope. To the 
left of the entrance is a wood frame, double hung nine-over-one window at the corner. The southeast faqade 
has a wood frame, double hung nine-over-one window at the right corner. A No-over-No, double hung 
wood frame window is Iocated in the center of the fa~ade, and a picture window is in the end of the original 
open porch. 

Chicken FFouselGreenhouse 
To the east of the servants' quarters is the original chicken house, which was converted to a preenhouse circa 
1985. The building i s  one story tal I with board-and-batten siding and two cormgated fiberglass shed roofs, 
one sloping to the southeast and one sloping to the northwest. The building rests on a continuous cast 
concrete foundation. The southrvest faqade has five large four-over-one windows equally spaced along the 
faqade that were installed circa 1985. The northwest favade has two stationary, four-pane windows set 
somewhat high in the wall. The northeast faqade has the entrance door. The southeast faqade has three large 
fouraver-one windows equally spaced along the faqade in the lower wall plane. These windows were also 
installed circa 1985. The upper walI plane has two stationary, four-pane windows. A Parge rectangular 
:atden plot with a wood picket fence is at the northern comer of the building. 
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Brick Barn 
To the north of the greenhouse is the brick b m ,  which was built circa 1 940, and used to house two cows and 
a horse. The barn is one story tall and constructed out of large red bricks. The building has a metal shallow- 
pitched gable roof. The roof extends out on the longer northwest and southeast faqades of the building to 
form porches running the length of the barn. Each porch roof is supported by four wood posts. Both the 
northwest and southeast fa~ades of the building have two wood Dutch doors !towards each end of the 
building. Ln the center of the faqades is a wood frame rectangular opening. The southeast facade also has a 
wood Dutch door slightly lefl of the center. 

Frame Earn 
The frame barn stands to the northeast of the brick b m ,  and was constructed circa 1945. The barn i s  of 
wood frame construction with vertical board siding. The building rests on concrete piers, and is capped by a 

: :omposition shingle side gable roof. The southrvest faqade of the building has a wood h e  grouped pair of 
openings in the center of the fqade. In addition, a vertical wood board door is present on the left side of the 
faqade towards the rear of the building. The northwest faqade, which is the rear of the building, has two 
grouped pair of wood frame openings, one in each of the southwestern two bays. The northeast faqade of the 
building bas no openings. The southeast Faqade is open with three stalls for housing animals. The bays are 
divided by wood posts with knee braces on top on the exterior and by horizontal boards on the interior. 

Storage Shed 
The storage shed stands in betwen the brick and frame barns, and is used by the Hot Springs Kennel Club 
for equipment storage. It is square in plan with vertical board siding and a metal roof. The shed rests on 
concrete block and brick piers. The only opening is the doorway on the southeast faqade, which hrts a metal 
door. The shed is less than fifty years old, and was moved to the property circa 1990. It is considered to be 
non-contributing to the property. 

Landscape Features 
In addition to the buildings on the property, there ate three landscape objects that also contribute to the 
property. Along the front of the property and Malvem Road is a low stone wall. It is constructed out of 
fieldstone, and matches the stonework of the main house. 

The stone wall terminates in decorative stone pillars at the entrance to the driveway. They are battered in 
form and built out of fieldstone to match the front columns of the main house. Near the top of each pillar, 

, qrched openings exist on all four sides of the pillars forming a p i n e d  vault-li ke cavity in the pillars. Both 
pillars are topped with shallow fieldstone pyramidal caps. Although metal hardware for mounting imn gates 
exists on the pilIars, any gates that were present were removed within twenty years aAer the house was built. 
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The current driveway that leads from the street to the house and to the garage at the rear of the house also 
contributes to the landscape of the property. Originally, the driveway was dirt or gravel. However, the 
current driveway is built out of cobblestones set in concrete, and was installed circa 1940. On each side of 
the driveway, there are semicircular gutters built out of sma!l fieldstones set in concrete, 

The last contributing landscape features are the stone retaining walls found at the rear of the house. The 
parking area at the garage is surrounded by retaining walls given the fact that the garage is in the basement 
level of the house. Like the other stonework found on the property, the retaining walls are constructed out of 
fieIdstone. 

Integrity 
The King-Neimeyer-Mathis House still retains excellen1 integrity, and is able to convey the Craftsman styIe 

' larchitecture very well. The materials and worhanship  used for the construction of the house in 191 8 are 
stit 1 readily apparent. The modifications to the main house have mainly been cosmetic in nature. Although a 
new addition was constructed in 1952, it is located towards the rear of the home, and is sensitively d e s i p d ,  
unobtrusive, and blends in with the character of the original house. In addition, the outbuildings and 
landscape features on the property retain most of their integity, and help to contribute to the setting of the 
property. The amount of land with the property has also alIowed it to maintain the setting of a county house 
wen though other residences are close by. Overall, given the integrity of the house, outbuildings, and 
landscape features. as well as the amount of acreage, the property is still a good example of a Craftsman style 
country home. 
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SUMMARY 
The King-k'eimeyw-Mathis House is being nominated to the h'ational Register of Historic Places with local 
significance under Criterion C for its Cmftsman style BungaIow architecture. The house is one of the best 
examples of a Craflsman Bungalow in Hot Springs, and is also an unusually large example of the style in the 
area. The house is located on the south side of Hot Springs. Although the area around the home was, mral 
originally, as Hot Springs has gown the area has become residential. However, the house, with its 
associated outbuildings and site features, still represents an intact early twentieth-century country house. 

ELABORATION 
The history of the property dates back to the early I 890'5, as is recorded in items found in the attic of the 
house. Before the Rouse was built, the properPy was owned by railroad companies and several individuals. 
En 19 17, S. Cooper and L. Cooper sold the property to Jack V i l a  of Hot Springs and D. D. Kang of the 

' Jhicago, Illinois, area. Vilas and King were good f ~ e n d s  and desired to have country homes near each other. 
Jack ViIas was a well-known resident of Hot Springs, and has been written about in the Garland County 
Historical Society publication, The Record. The location of the King-Meimeyer-Mathis House was a very 
appealing location for a country house, due to the fact that the Hot Springs Golf and Country Club was 
located right across the road. Shortly after Vilas and King bought the property, Jack Vilas sold part of the 
property outright to King. King began construction of the house in the 19 17- 191 8 time frame, shortly after 
purchasing the property. In addition to the main house, three outbuildings were constructed at the same time. 
A small house, which was used for sewants' quartets, a pump house, and a chicken house were a11 built 
behind the main house. A stone wall and pillars flanking the driveway along with retaining walls around the 
parking area at the rear of the house were also built. 

The Kings built the dwelling in the Craftsman style, which was one of the most popular architectural styles 
durins the first decades of the twentieth-century. According to Virginia and Let McAEe~tet in A FieEd Guide 
to American Hotrses, the height of popularity for the Crafisman style was from 1905 until 1930. The style 
was mainly inspired by the brothers Charles Sumner Greene and Hemy ,Mather Greene who practiced 
architecture together in Pasadena, Cal ifomia. from 1893 until 19 14. It was a style that emphasized the 
craftsmanship and materials that went into a building's constmcltion. The King-Neirneyer-Mathis House, 
with its abundance of stonework comprised of stones that supposedly originated from the property itself, 
along with its wealth of beveled glass and woodwork, exhibits the emphasis on craftsmanship and materia2s 
that is a key characteristic of the CtaEtsman style. 

J 'n 192 1, the home was sold to Jack Vilas. after D. D. King repaid a loan h m  his family. In 1926, Jack Vilas 
- -sold the property to R. Lee LVilson of Wilson, Arkansas. The home was occupied by Helen May Vaughn 

until Lee Wilson's death A will for Wilson had been filed in 1933, which left the home plus all the 
household effects to Mrs. Vaughn. In addition, Mrs. Vau~hn was lefi property, which incIuded 45 acres and 



King-Neimeyer-Hathis House 
Ynmc of Pri rxr ty  

Garland County. Arkansas 
Co~nt). aad Stare 

United States Department of the Interior 
Vational Park Sewice 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 8 Page 2 

a monthly income to maintain the property. However, the will was contested by Mrs, Wilson and their two 
children. The final result was that Helen May Vaughn, after being deemed the owner, gave the property back 
to the Wilson estate. An adjusted will was filed in 1937. Shortly thereafter, the property and house were 
bought by Byron Lamott Neimeyer and his wife, Agnes Young Neheyer. 

Under the ownership of the Neimeyers, two more outbuildin~s were constructed on the property. A brick 
barn used to house two cows and a horse was built circa 1 940, and a wood frame barn with three animal 
stalls was built circa 1945. Also circa 1940, the current stone and concrete driveway was installed. h 
addition, they enclosed the porch on the servants quarters in 1969. 

The Neirneyers also completed some work on the main house. The south side of the wrap-around porch was 
~ n c l o s d  in 1 950, crea~ins additional interior living space. Approximately ten years later, the porte-cochere 
,n the north side of the house was repaired as a result of tornado damage. 

The home was occupied by the Neimeyers until Byron's death in 1977. Agnes Young Neirneyer continued to 
Iive in the home after husband's death, In 1952, her daughter, Agnes Xeimeyer Mathis, and her son-in-law, 
Thomas Ronald Mathis, returned to live in the family home after his career in the United States Navy. The 
house was purchased by Ages and Ron, with Mrs. Neirneys having forever rights to live there. Agnes 
Young Neirnqer continued to reside in the house until her death in 1996. 

Agnes Neirneyer Mathis and Thomas Ronald Mathis continue to live in the home today, and have done 
extensive work to maintain the original integrity OF the property, house, and surrounding structures. In order 
to increase the size of the house, the hlathises added a wing at the northeast corner of the house in 1982. 
However, the addition is sensitively designed, and blends with the aschitec tuse of the original house. In 
1995, the original cypress shingle roof was replaced with composition shingles. 

Due to the work of the Mathises, the House m a i n s  one of the finest examples of its architmtuml style in the 
community of Hot Springs. The property, home, and surrounding structures have remained remarkably intact 
though the years. Both generations of Neimeyers and Mathises have been actively involved in the 
preservation of the property, as well as being a part of the history of the Hot Springs area through their 
involvement with the Fordyce Bathhouse and through many civic endeavors. 

SIGNIFICANCE ' he King-Neimeyer-Mathis House is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places with local 
-significance under Criterion C for its Craftsman style Bungalow architecture. The King-Neirneyr-Mathis 

House is one of the best examples of a Craftsman Bungalow in Hot Springs, and is also an unusualIy 
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large example of the style in the area. Additionally, the house, with its associated outbuildings and site 
fea~ures, still represents an intact early twentieth-century country house. 
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Dalby, Masti. Meeting with Thomas Ronald and Ages Neimeyer Mathis. Unknown date, 2002. 

Last 14'iIZ and Testmenr of R. Lee Wilson of Wilson, Arkansas, in the possession of the Mathises. 

McAlesEer, Virginia. and Lee McAlester. A Field Guide to American Houses. (New Y ark: Alfred A Knopf, 
1 9943 

Mathis, Agnes Neimeyer. Childhood and current resident and property owner. 

Mathis, Ages Neirneyer, Telephone conversation with the author. May 8,2002. 
I 

Official records of Ehe property dating back to the early 1890's, found in the attic of the house. 

Old correspondence, abstracts, pictures and memories of family stories. 
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Verbal Boundary Description 
Commencing at a point on the East line of the MaIvern Road 16.5 feet North of the South line of the said 
Nmheast Quarter Northeast Quarter (NE % XE %) and 107 feet East of the Southwest Corner of the said 
Northeast Quarter Northeast Quartet (NE '/3 YE !4), said point being on the North line of a Public Road; 
thence Northwesterly along the Easterly side of the Malvern Road (U.S. Highway 270) for a distance of 
306.7 feet to the Northwesterly comer of Lot 1 of Bafanridge Subdivision; thence 94 Degrees and 30 Minutes 
to the right for 140.9 feet to the Northeast Comer of the said Lot 1 ; thence 74 Degrees and 40 Minutes to the 
IeR and along an existing chain link fence for 1 93.7 feet to a fence corner and the Northwest comer of Lot 2 
of Bafanridge Subdivision; thence 74 Degrees and 30 Minutes to the right and along an existing fence line 
for 100 feet to the Xortheast Corner of Lot 2 and the PQPNT OF BEGINNING for the tract of Iand herein 
described; zhence h r t h  8 Degrees and 1 0 Minutes West and alons an existing fence line for a distance of 
100 feet to a face  comer; thence South 80 Degrees West along a fence line for a distance of 101.2 feet; 

: thence South 85 Degrees and 05 Minutes West for 323 Feet to the East side of the Malvem Road; thence 
Forth 35 Degrees and 30 hfinutes West along the Easterly side of the Malvern Road for 299.5 feet to the 
center of a stone pier; thence North 55 Degrees East for 222 feet; thence Nonh 73 Degrees East 278 feet; 
thence South 2 D e p s  and 50 Minutes East for 2 1 feet; thence North 87 Degrees and 10 Minutes East dong 
an extended fence line and along the fence line for 297 feet to a fence corner; thence South 7 Degrees and 55 
Minutes East and along a fence line for 387.5 feet to a fence corner; thence East along an existing fence line 
and extension of said line for 769 feet; thence South for 1 4 feet to a point on the North line of Lot 2 I of 
Bafanwood Subdivision that is 80 feet West of the Northeast corner of the said Lot 21; thence West along the 
North line of Lots 21,20, and 19 for 366 feet; thence South 16 Degrees East for 55 feet to the Northeast 
comer of Lot 8 of 13afanridge Subdivision; thence South 86 Degrees West along the North line of Lots 8,7, 
6,5,4, and 3 of Bafanridge for 6 E 8 feet to the Point of Beginning. Containing 7.69 Acres, more or less. 

Boundary Justification 
The boundary contains all of the remaininp Iand and buildings historically associated with the property. 
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