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1. Name of Property 

historic name Onnge Street Presbyterian Church 

other namesisite number First Church of Christ Scienltist 

2. Location 

street & number 4lR Orange Street N/A not for publicarion 

city or  town Hot Springs NIA vicinisy 

state Arkansas code AR county Garland code 051 zipcode 71901 

3. StatelFederal Agency Certification 

As [he dcs~gnntcd nurhoriry under the Y~ l i ima l  Historic Prtscrvnt~on Acl. as ammded. I hcrcby ccn~iy that h i s  norntnatlon 
rpquest tor de~rrlninatlon ofcligibiliry lnccts the docuolenral~on ~fandnrds fur regis:cring propcnics in the Nnlinlrd Rcelsttr of Historic 
Places and lncers tlx pmcdurnl atrd prokssional requiremenls x t  fcr i n  36 CFRPaa 60. lo nr! opinion, the prapcny a meets 
drws not meet the National Rigis1~-r criteria. I rccol~lnwnd !ha1 this propeny be considorcd si~nificant 

tion shtrt for dditron 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
State or Fcduml p s ~ z y  and burcau 

In my opinion. IIIC prupeny metL a Jncs 1101 nxct  1hr Xa1io:ial Rtgiszsr criteria. See Contlnuariun sllcct for add~t~onnl 
urmmcnts 

Sigi~alurc of ccrtifving of'ticEaII C~t[e Dit k 

4. Ystional Park Service Certification 
- 

1 htrrby ccntl) t l l : ~ r  tlrr property is: Signature ot'llie K s e p r  Date of Action 

cntcrcd trt thc Xatinnal Rcpistcr 
kt: wnrinuation sliwt 

dctcrmincd tligiblt. tor thc 
National Rcuislrr. 

National Rtgistrr. 
0 rrrnovrd lint11 tfie Natiolial 



Oranee Street Presbvterinn Church 
Snmr o f  Propzrl! 

Garland County. Arkansas 
Cr$usry and Sintc 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property Category oFProperty 
"'heck nlan! hcxcs as apply) fCl!rck on!! nnl: bvvr 

X private 

Q public-local 

Q public-State 

public-Federal 

X building 

district 
site 

Q structure 

object 

Number of Resources within Property 
(DD not include previously listed resources in covnt.) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

1 0 buildings 

0 0 sires 

D 0 S ~ ~ U C ~ U ~ E S  

IT 0 objects 

1 0 Total 

Kame of related multiple property listing Number of Contributing resources previously listed 
(Enter -KIA.\" ~f property i s  no1 part of a multiple propenv listing.) in the National Register 

6. Fu~ct ion o r  Cse 

His taric Functions 
/I;r~lvr ca~c~_ories licm ~nswc:ion~) 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories tiom in5tructions) 

RELIGION: reli~ious fricilir?; RELIGION: religious facifit); 

I .  Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Entcr Lrtegorrrs from itislruct~ons) 

30'" CENTURY REVIVALS: Classical Revival 

Materials 
(Enrer categories tiom insuucsio~~s) 

Foundation CONCRETE 

walls BRICK 

. .- 

roof ASPHALT 

other 

Narrative Description 
{ U C S C F I ~  1115 Jiistoric and curwnt cnnditbn ofthe property on one or nlorc co~iti~iunrion slrces 1 



Oiange Street Presbyterian Church 
h a m e  D t Prnrcn? 

Garland Countv. Arkansas 

X. Statement o f  Si~nificance 

Applicable hationat Register Criteria Levels of Significance (local, statc, nationall 
( \ . lak "Y" In onc ur more bows ior the criteria qualifiing fhr property Local 

- Knlior~al Registcr listin; ) 

A Propen! is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad parterns of Areas of Significance (Enter catrgorles tinm instruclions) 

Our history. Architecture 

B Property is associated ivith the lives of persons 
significant in aus past. 

X C Propmy embodies the distinctive characteristics 
o f  a type, period. or metliod of construclion or 
represents the work of a master. ar possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a sigi f icant and 
distinguishable enr iry whose components lack Period of Signilicance 
individual distinction. 3913 

D Property has yielded. or i s  likely to yield, 
information ilnportant in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Consider:ltions 
(Marl; *x" i n  all :IIC boucS Illat ttppty 

Properrl, is: 
X x owned by a religious institution or used for 

relizfous purposes. 

.J R removed from its original location. 

Significant Dates 
lor; 
1949 

Signifitan t Person (Curnplcte if Critsrion B is marked) 

NIA 

C. birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding 
importance. CtIltural AFfiliation (Complcre i f  Crilerion O 1s marked) 

Q D a cemetery. N;A 

E a reconstructed buildins. object, or structure. 

E a commemorative property 
ArchitectlBuilder 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved siytificance Unknown 

within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Stntement of Significance 
(Explain rhe sipniticnncc of the prrrpcny on  orrc or n~orc.continua!ion shte?s 1 

9. Major Bibiiographical Refcrcnccs 

Bibliography 
qC~tc !he bonks. artivlc.;. and nthrr sources used in prepari~i; [his firm OII onc or nlorc cantinuatinn sl~ccts ) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Prima y location ~Tadditional data: 
preliminary deternrioarion of indibidual listing (>6 X Stare Historic Presenlation Office 
CFR 67) has been scques~ed a Other State Agency 

prebiously listcd in the National Register Cj Federal Agency 
9 Previously determined eligible by h e  National X Local Government 

/ 
Register klniversi ty 

-* designated a National Historic Landmark Other 
recorded by Historic American Buiidings Survey Name of  repository: 

C 
recorded by I-listoric American Engineerins 



Record 



Orange Street Presbrvterlan Church 
K a m ~  ut koprrty 

Garland County. Arkansas 
Vrltrn~! .?nd Stare 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage o f  Property Less than one 

iM References 
r I'lace additional UTJ1 rcftrences on a continuatinn sl1cct.l 

I 15  494852 381 SO26 
Lane tas~in; Norllring 

7 

Verbat Boundary Description 
(Describe the hjundarics UF the propcrty on a conrinuation shcet ) 

Pan of Lots 6 arid 7 of Block 105 of Hot Springs Reservation Survey. 
Boundary Justification 
(Taplain why the bn~tnd;~rics \rere sclcrtrd an a co~itinuation s l ~ c e t )  
The boundary incIudes all land associated with the building. 

4 

Src conrigu~tion s h e t  

1 1 .  Form Prepared By 
- - 

name!title Jennn Mullen edited by: Zac Cothren 

organization First Church of Christ Scientist dare 7/23:100 1 

street & number 204 Joetla Drive telephone 50 1-525-2246 

city or town Pearcy stare Arkansas zip code 71964 

Additions l Documentation 
SII htt:~ t IIIF tu l l ! l \ v~~ i~  ~ 1 ~ 1 ~ 1 5  I% i ~ h  tlir cumplured torn?: 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 1 5 minute series) indicating the property's location 

A Skctcl~ map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representaribe black and white photvgraphs of the property. 

Additional itcms 
{C'bcck rrri!h the SI 1PO o r  I T 0  for any alrdit~onal rlc.18:c.l 

name First Church of Christ Scientist - Pat Seidle, Clerk 

street & number 428 Omn~e Street te tephone 50 1-7673 1 54 

ciry or tow11 Hot Spriny state Arkansas zip code 7 190 1 

Papcmork Rrduclinn ,\rr Statrnwnt: nlii infortnnlfan is hcing mltertrd for applical~ons to tllc National Rcnistcr of Historic Places to nominate propenis for 
l is~lng nr dcttnnlnc c.lieih~li~\. <or Ilstin:. tr l is t  pmvnin .  and tn amend c ~ i s t i n ~  lis~ing Rcspansc [o Ihls request is reqtl~rcd to obtain a benefit in accordance 
wilh tht S:~liurial 3li-torlc l'rcgcrvafion A i l .  ; ~ s  arntiidcd ( 16 11 5 C. 410 t l  ~rq.1 

$mated Rurden St;~trtnrnt: Puhlis rcpnniny hrrrdc~a r'ur tllts lbrrri is cstin~atcd tn avcngc 18.1 hours pcr rcsponsa including. time for reviewing instructions. 
rcring and rnatnlaloxlrg L'ata. and ul~n~plciirl; and rtbirwtnr the ibmt Dirtct commcnts trgardilig this hurdcti cstimnrt: or any aspcct of this form ra thr Chit!: 

I.lrntn~srntivz Ssmiccs Uiua~inn. Narion:ll I';rrL Strvrcc. P. O. I3ax 3? 127, \\.'nrlli~~gton, DC 20013-7 127, nlld lllc Oftice o f  Mal~agenwnt and Budget. Papenuork 
4tduciions Pmjcc~s ( 1 U11-01118). \V:~hin?tnn. DC 2n.701 
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SthVhlARY 
Orange Street Presbyterian Church. presently know as First Church of Christ Scientist, located at 428 
Oranee - Street in Hot Springs, Arkansas. is a single story brick masonry church buiIding designed in the 
Classical Revival Style. The temple inspired structure rests on a continuous concrete foundation and is 
sheltered by a gently sloped hipped-roof that contains a skylight. A massive classical portico supported by 
four Ionic columns dominates the faqade of the church. The front half of the building was constructed in 
1 9 f 3 and is more elaborate than the simplified flat-roof rear addition that was added to the building in 1949. 

EL.4BORATION 
Orange Street Presbyterian Church in Hot Springs. Arkansas is a single story brick masonry church building 
designed in the Classical Revival Style. The rectangular shaped building rests on a continuous concrete 
foundation and is sheltered by a gentty sloped hipped-roof that is sheathed in green composition shingles. A 
massive classical portico supported by four Ionic columns dominates the faqade of the church. The front half 

, 3f the buiIding was constnrcted in F 9 12 and is fenestrated with large stained glass windows. In E 949 a large 
rear addition was added to the church doubling the building's size. This portion of the building is covered 
with a flat roof and is void of any of the decorative features found en the original sanctuary. Although the 
addition comprises roughly f i f ~  percent of the building, the change occurred within the historic period and 
therefore does not preclude a h'ational Register listing. 

South Elevation- (Faqade) 
The sanctuary fronts south toward Orange Street and is dominated by the large centrally located classical 
portico. Four Ionic coIumns support a wide pediment that is covered by a shal1ot.r.-pitched gable roof. 'She 
pediment is filled with stucco and has a centrally placed ocztlus vent. The pediment is outlined with a cornice 
and rests upon a wide frieze and archi tram band with the twrds "FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCIENTIST" painted on the frieze. 

Access to the church is gained through a set of six-panel double doors and features an lintel that is 
ornamented with a keystone. The original tvood doors are centrally located under the pediment and are 
crowned wit11 a single-light stnitled-glass transom window. The facade is fenestrated by four single-pane 
stationary windows. two on each side of tlre entryway. Each of rlrese windows are stained glass and crowned 
with stained glass transoms. Decorative brickwork is located above each window and adds to the 
ornamentation of the building. 

East Elevation 
The soutl~ end of the east elevatior~ displays a single stained glass window topped with a transom light. Next, 
located centrally on zhe original church is a ribbon of four stained glass windows flanked by side-by-side 
stained g!nss wi~ldo~vs- all cro~vned with transoms. A small window and infilled door mark the end of the 
original sanctuary. 
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The back part of the elevation is comprised of the 1949 addition. The addition lacks in the ornamentation and 
stained glass tbund on the original building. All windows on the addition are one-over-one deubIe-hung 
windows. TIlree one-over-one windows followed by two pairs of one-over-one windows fenestrate the 
elevation. 

North Etevation- (Rear) 
The back of the building is made up solely of the addition. It is fenesrtated by a pair of doubIe-hung 
windows. Four mote double-hung windows follouf these. There is no ornamentation on this elevation. 

Wcst Elevation 
The west elevation is largely hidden from view by the neighboring building. Only a narrow alleyway 
separates the two structures. A pair ofdouble-hung windows fenestrate the addition followed by two 
different sinsle door entrances she1 tered by shed roofed awnings. The doors are fol towed with two more 
?airs of wi~zdows and another door. 

The original part of the church is fenestrated by two single-pane stationary windows with one-light transoms. 
A11 windows on this pafi ofthe eIevation are stained glass. The building is then fenestrated by two sets of 
paired casement windottrs within the same opening each crowned with transoms making the frames form the 
shape of three crosses. This group of tvindows i s  very similar to the grouping on the east elevation. The last 
fenestration is a single-pane stationary window with a one-light transom. 

In terinr 
Inside the original church auditoririn~ there is a stained glass: semi-transparent sky light that sends rays of 
colorful light down to the auditorium floor from the ceiling above. The auditorium has a seating capacity of 
approximately two hundred people and is floored with wide oak hardwood flooring. The inrerior of the 
addition is utilized as a Sunday Scl~ool. 

I n tegrity 
The Orange Street Presbyterian Church maintains a strong sense of integrity. Although half of the building is 
comprised of an addition, the work was done in 1949 and is a historic alteration. It is located in a 
neighborhood of surrounding historic structures, where it has served as a church since 19 13. The surrounding 
neighborhood adds to the historic feeling of the building. It  also has retained its hissoric materials and shows 
the wonderf111 craftsmanship and attention to detail ?hat was employed by the builders of the period. 
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Summary 
The Orange Street Presbyterian Church is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places under 
Criterion C with Iac.?I significance as the besr example of Ciassical Revival architecture in its area of Hot 
Springs. Arkansas. a town rich with high style architecture. It is also being nominated under Criteria 
Consideration A. religious properties that achieve significance through their design and not for religious 
merit. 

Elaboration 
The decades between 1880 and I920 were the heyday of Hot Springs as a spa resort city. In the late 19th 
century, the city was connected by rail roads to Malvern. Little Rock and Texarkana, and the new mode of 
transportation by automobile became an option in the early decades of the 2@h century. Visitors came to 
Hot Sprinss for the therapeutic baths, but also for recreation. Many visitors settled in the area 
permanently. Census figures record about 10,000 people living in Hot Springs in 1900, with about 14,000 

, people by 1910. 

Hot Springs suffered devastcltin~ fires in 1578, 1905 and 191 3. Each of which destroyed large sections af the 
city. but the residents rebuilt. The rebuilding after the 1913 fire marks the beginning of the modern city of 
Hot Springs. Many new hotels. bathhouses, churches. and businesses were built after the I9 13 fire. The fire 
began on Church Street on September 5 th, and spread along MaIvern Avenue to Central Avenue to Ouachita 
and Quapaw Avenues as far as Hazel Street before coming under control. Reinforcements of firefighters 
from Little Rock came in by train. In all, about 50-53 city blocks or an area of 200 acres were burned. Major 
city resources desrroyed during the 19 2 3 fire included the Park Hotel. Ozark Sani tariurn, A1 hambra 
Bathhouse. Garland County Courthouse. Ilot Springs High School, Iron blountain railroad depot, the city's 
electric power plant. the offices of rhe public utilities, the Southwestern Telephone Company offices and 
numerous other buildings. A b u t  1000 buildings were Iost and nearly 2500 people were left homeless after 
the fire. Because of the loss of the electric power plant. the streetcars were not running and the lights had to 
be replaced with candles. Aithough the fire caused a major financial loss (The Arkansas Gazette estimated 
propcray losses at S6.000.000j. fortunately no deaths were recorded. 

J.W. Parker originally purchased the land where the Orange Street Presbyterian Church is located in June 
1890. The title for the land sends ,as roEEows. "Match 3, 1877. December 16. 1878 and June 1890, there has 
been deposited in the gei~sml land office of the United States a certificate of the register of the land office at 
Little Rock, Arkansas where by it appears that full payment has been received by Jacob 'IV. Parker for lots 6 ,  
7.8. 9. 10, 1 1 and 13 in the Hot Springs Reservation in .kkansas. The general land office commissioned 
under the Acts of Congress. There is there for granted by the United States of America unto the said Jacob 
W. Parker the lots or trac ts of land described above." h~resident R.R. Hayes certified the land grant with a 
specific clause that excluded the owner or future owners from boring a hole in the land to extract hot water. 
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The Orange Street Presbyterian ChutcI~ was founded in 1903, and had a building on the corner of Orange 
Street and Otiachita Avenue in Hot Springs. The 1905 fire destroyed this building. The congregation rebuilt 
only to have their new cl~urch destroyed by another fire in 19 13. Deeply in debt the congregation sold several 
Iots of prime land that i t  owned atzd was able to finance the building of a new sanctuary. They purchased a 
less valuable parcel of l a i d  for 11-le amount of $4000 from Mr. and Mrs. J. 1%'. Parker and constmction began 
on a new building at 425 Orange Street. The Presbyterians occupied the church until 1961 when they moved 
into a new building. The First CI-lurch of Christ Scientist purchased the building at that time. 

The Christian Science movement first came to Hot Springs in the early twentieth centup-. The group 
originally met in homes. but as the group grew they rented halls and then a church building. u The church was 
oficially organized in 1915. They erected a building at 1348 Central Avenue. and on June 17, 1917 it was 
dedicated. In 1955. 3 building site was purchased on Prospect Avenue and plans were made for building a 
new edifice. but a buj ]ding permit could not be obtained, and so the property was sold. As a result of the sale 
of the Prospect and Central Avenue properties. the group was able to purchase the sanctuary that had housed 
.he Oranse Street Presbyterian Church. The sale was finalized on April 13, 186 t . Today the building 
continues to serve the members of the First Church of Christ Scientist. 

Statenlent of Significance 
The Orange Street Presbyterian Church i s  being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places 
under Criterion C with local significance as the best example of Classical Revival architecture in its area 
of Hot Sprinss, Arkansas. a town rich with high sryIe architecture. It is also being nominated under 
Criteria Consideration A. 
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Bibliograpl~y: Book 8 1 - p. 553. Fe~al description at the courthouse. Quit CIaim Deed, Vol. 496 - p. 359 
Courthouse. Pages 1 and 4 in the 75th Anniversary History of Westminster Presbyterian Church: formerly 
the Orange Street Presbyterian Church. Hot Springs Title Company. 

Arkansas Gazette. September 7. 19 T 3 

Brown. Dee (1982) The American Spa: Mot Springs. Arkansas. Rose Publishing Co., Little Rock. 

Hemdon, Dallas T. (1 922) Centennial History of Arkansas. S.J. Clarke PubI. Co.. Chicago, Illinois. 

Scully. Francis J. (1 9G6) Hot Springs, Arkansas and Hot Springs Kational Park: The Stoty of a City and the 
Nation's Wealth Resort. Hanson Co.. Little Rock. 

A Field Guide To American House. pg. 313-353. 

Abstract of Title of Property No. 12. 530. 

The Mary Baker Eddy Library for the Betterment of Humanity plus :! 14 on organize application, Dr. Mary 
Beth Trubitf. Archeological Dept.. Henderson University, Hot Springs in 191 3. 
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