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1. Name of Property 
_ _ _ I C _ _ C _ - _ - P - - C - - - _ _ C - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - + L - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - b - - -  ----------------------------------------------------------+------------- 

h i s to r i c  name: ~irnbaum House 

o t h e r  nameisite number : Shubetz House; Bill Clinton Boyhood Home (preferred) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------+---- -------------------------------------------------------------------+---- 

2 .  Location 
-----_-_---------------------------------------+------------------------ -----+------------------------------------------------------------------ 

street & number: 1011 Park  Avenue 

n o t  for publication: N/A 

cityJtown: ~ o t  springs vicinity : N J A  

state:  county: Garland code: AR 051 z i p  code: 71913 
- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ .. -------+---------------------------------------------------------------- 

3 .  Classification ........................................................................ 
----------+------------------------------------------------------------- 

Ownership of Property: Private 

Category of Property: Buildinq 

N u m b e r  of Resources within Property: 

Contributing Noncontributing 

0 buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 

0 T o t a l  

Number of contributing resources previously l i s t e d  in the National 
R e g i s t e r :  N/A  

Name of related multiple property listing: MJA 



........................................................................ __------------------------------------------------+---------+----------- 

4 .  State/Federal Agency Certification __-_-------------------------------------------------------------------- ____-___---------------------------------------------------------------- 
AS the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act  
of 1986, as amended, I hereby c e r t i f y  that this X nomination 
xequest f o r  determination of eligibility meets the documentation 
standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places  and meets the procedural and professional requirements 
set forth in 36 CFR P a r t  60. In my opinion, the  property X meets 

does not meet t h e  National Register Criteria. See continuation 

4-17-95 
Date 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Proqram 
S t a t e  o r  Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, t h e  property meets does not meet the National 
Register criteria. - See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other  official D a t e  

S t a t e  or Federal agency and bureau 

........................................................................ -----------------+------------------------------------------------------ 

5. National Park Service Certification ........................................................................ ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
I ,  hereby certify t h a t  this property is: 

- entered in t h e  National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 
determined e l i g i b l e  for the 
National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 
determined not eligible for t h e  
National Register 
removed from t h e  National Register 

other  {explain) : 

Signature of Keeper Date 
of Action 

====--------------==================----------------------===----------- 
6 .  Function or Use 
----------------=============================--------==----------------- 
Historic : MMESTIC Sub: Sinsle dwellins 

Current : DOMESTIC Sub: Sinsle dwellins 



-_-__---__---------------4---------------------------------------------- ______-___-------------------------------------------------------------- 
7. Description _____------------------------------------------------------------------- _____-____--l--f--_------------------------------------d---------------- 

Rrchitectural Classification: 

Tudor Revival 

Other Description: N/A 

Materials: foundation STONE roof ASPHALT 
walls STUCCO o t h e r  WOOD, STONE 

Describe present and h i s t o r i c  physical appearance. See continuation 
sheet. 

--k111111--------------------------------------d-----------+-----------h 
------------------------------------------------------------+----------- 

8 .  Statement of Significance ........................................................................ ........................................................................ 
Certifying official has considered t he  significance of t h i s  property in 
relation to other properties: Locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria: B and C 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions): G 

Weas of Significance: POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 
ARCEITECTURE 

Period(sJ of Significance: 1938-1961 

Significant Dates: I938 

Significant PersonEs) : President Bill Clinton 

Cultural Affiliation: NJA 

~rchitect/~uilder: unknown 

State  aiqnificance of property, and justify c r i t e r i a ,  criteria 
considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 
X See continuation shee t .  - 



_It___LIIII__I__-----------------------------------------h-------------- _________1_1__---+----------------------------+-----------~------------- 

9 .  Major Bibliographical References 

X - See continuation s h e e t .  

Previous documentation on file (NPS)  : 

- preliminary determination of individual listing 136 CFR 67) has been 
requested. 

- previously listed in the  National Register 
- previously determined e l i g ib l e  by the National Register  
- designated a National Historic Landmark 
- recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
- recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data: 

X State h i s t o r i c  preservation off ice  
- Other'state agency 
- Federal agency 
- Local government 
- University 
- Other - -  Specify Repository: 
________-*-d-dI--C------------------------------------------------------ 

_________1111_-----__------------------------------L----------------------- 

10. Geographical D a t a  _______________--------------------------------------------------------- ______________---------------------------------------------------------- 

Acreage of Prope r ty :  Less than one 
I 

UTM References: Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

- See continuation sheet.  

Verbal ~ o u n d a x y  Description: - See continuation sheet. 

Beginning at a point  on t h e  northern edge of Park Avenue located 
approximately 250 feat e a s t  of i ts intersection w i t h  the eastern edge of Reid 
Street ,  proceed norther ly  along a straight line f o r  approximately 250  feet to 
its intersection w i t h  a perpendicular line running parallel. w i t h  t h e  rear 
elevation of the house; thence proceed easterly along said Line for 
approximately 100 feet to its intersection w i t h  a perpendicular line running 
parallel with the house's eastern elevation; thence proceed southerly along 
said line for approximately 2 5 0  feet to i ts intersection with t h e  northern 
edge of Park Avenue; thence proceed westerly along said line to the point: of 
beginning. 

Boundary Justification: - See continuation sheet .  

This boundary includes all the  property historically associated w i t h  t h i s  
resource. 

+ 



----==========================================-------------------------- 
11. Form Prepared By _----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
__-_-__-____---p--------------------4---------------------------+------- 

~ a r n e / ~ i t l e :  t 
Coordinator 

Organization: Arkansas H i s t o r i c  Preservation Pxosram D a t e :  April 17, 1995 

Street & Number: 1500 Tower Bldq. 323 Center  St. Telephone: (5013 324-9B80 

City or Tam: L i t t l e  Rock S t a t e :  fiR ZIP: 72201 
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Summary 

The boyhood home of President Bill Clinton (historicaP/y known as the Birnbaurn House) is a 
two story wood frame residence redesigned in the Tudor Revival style in 1938 (it bad originally 
been a Queen Anne Reviva1 style residence). The steeply pitched gabled mf surmounts a body 
liberally clad in native fieldstone, stucco, and haIf-timberins. Included in the nomination is the 
entire lot on which the house: sits encompassing an original detached garage, raised stone waIled 
planting beds, a stone retainins waI1 fronting Park Avenue, and several nonxontributing modern 
structures (not counted). Located at 101 1 Park Avenue in the Spa city of Hot Springs, the 
boy hood home of President Bill Clinton (the Birnbaum House) is a good example of the Tudor 
Revival style of architecture. 

Elaboration 

h t e d  at 101 1 Park Avenue, the boyhood home of President Bill Clinton (historically known 
as the Bimbaurn House) was originally constructed between 1896- 1900 as a two story Victorian 
in the Queen Anne style. Over the years the structure underwent numerous changes achieving 
its current incarnation shortly after 1938. Even radically altered from its original appearance, 
the house stilI commands a r ise which terraces gently down to the street, Although a full two 
stories in height the house appears to be only one and a haIf stories calI, an iZIusion created by 
the steeply pitched gabled roof. Designed in the Tudor Revival style the home nevertheless 
exhibits numerous other stylistic anomalies including Victorian massing, craftsman windows, and 
a Swiss chalet style front porch. 

The front, or eastern, facade facing Park Avenue Ss asymmetrical and dominated by two steeply 
pitched gables. Set into this elevation is a recessed front porch, and the exterior wall surfaces 
are dad  in randornIy Iaid native SrQne, stucco, and half-timberins. The first floor has paired 
three-over-one windows centered in the projecting e l .  A solid front door and a small three over 
one stair hall window are set into the back wall of the porch to the right of the ell. The porch 
itseIf is of interesting design, reminiscent of a Swiss chalet. Square wooden columns with 
chamfered edges support the gracefully cuwing roof which intersects with the gabled roof line 
of the projecting ell. Seven stone steps with a stepped stone balustrade lead up to  the concrete 
porch floor. A porch railing of flat wooden panels pierced by inverted triangle cutouts encircles 
this small porch. The second floor has two sets of paired three-over-one windows -- one set 
centered In the gable of the ell and one set in the gable set back above the porch roof. 
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The southern facade is eleven bays long with a continuous random laid stone foundation and 
walls clad with stucco and vertical half-timbering. Two three-over-one windows grace the side 
of the easterly projecting ell. A projecting three sided bay window supports t h e  three-over-one 
windows. West of the bay window are two small three-over-one windows and a set of paired 
three-over-one windows. Further west is a recessed addition that has a single three-over-one 
window. At the very end of the southern facade a modern two-over-two aluminum f ame  
window lights the back wall of the car port. The second floor has a cross gable centered over 
the bay window exhibiting a set of paired three-over-one windows centered in its face. 

The western, rear facade consists of an open carport and utility room covered by a flat roof. 
A three-over-one window is at the extreme southern end of the west side. Further north i s  a 
back door followed by a set of paired two-over-two aluminum frame modem windows. The 
second floor consists of a flat roofed addition set back from the carport and utility room. Four 
three-over-one windows light this wall. SWCCQ and half-timbering clad the western face of the 
house. 

The northern facade has nine bays. a stone foundation, and stucco and hdf-timbering on the 
walls. At the western end are two small two-over-two aluminum frame modern windows. 
Following is a set of paired three-over-one windows and a small window of the same design. 
A t h e  sided bay window then projects from this side with three three-over-one windows. At 
the end of the northern facade is a small three-over-one stair hall window. The second floor has 
a cross gable centered over the bay window and contains a set of paired three-over-one windows 
at its center. 

The home site contains several site features original to the post 1938 remodeling: a detached 
garage, stone walled planting beds, sculpted terraces, and a stone retaining wall. The single- 
storey, gable roof garage is cIad in stucco with five car bays and three-over-one windows. The 
stone walled flower beds are terraced on the northern side of the lot and still contain original 
plantings. Sculpted terraces on the front Iawn stair-step down to the stone retaining wall which 
fronts Pack Avenue. 

The interior of the house exhibits Ihe post 1938 remodeling with muXti pane french doors, 
simplified mouIdings, and a small room under the stairs, which during the Clinton occupancy 
was Roger Clinton's "office". The current owners, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Shubetz, have 
maintained the house and its interiors in their configuration and detailing from the time of the 
Clinton occupancy. 
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Summary Criteria B and C, national significance 

The boyhood home of President Bill Clinton (historically known as the Birnbaurn House) is 
king nominated under Criterion B and C with national significance. Under Criterion C, this 
dwelling is significant as this neighborhood's finest example of the Tudor Revival style of 
arxhitecmre, popular in Arkansas from the middle teens until the early 1940's. The house is 
significant under Criterion B by virtue of its role as the boyhood home of the forty-second 
President of the United States, William Jefferson Clinton. Though this period of significance 
(195441, the years Bill Clinton lived in this house) is less than fifty years distant, the Bill 
Clinton Boyhood Home is of extraordinary significance through both its direct associations with 
the current President of the United States and its status as the single extant property most 
directIy associated with his adolescence, the period during which he first identified a desire to 

b 
pursue a career in politics. 

Elaboration 

The boy hood home of President Bill Clinton (historically known as the Birnbaum House) was 
built circa 1896-1900 in the Victorian Queen Anne style by a Mr. Birnbaurn. Descendants of 
the Birnbaurn family resided there until 1938 when they sold the house. Sometime shortly after 
that year a major remodeling transformed the aging Queen Anne home into its present 
incarnation as a Tudor RevivaI style house. Of particular note are the expanses of wall surface 
covered with elaborate curved half-timbering set in stucco; the bartered stone corners; the t h e -  
over-one wood sash windows; the curved roof over the porch; and the jig-sawn porch balustrade. 
All of these elements combine to elevate this design to h e  status of being the best example of 
this particular style in this neighborhood, located at the northern end of Hot Springs. 

Tn addition to being a fine example of the Tudor Revival style of architecture, the Birnbaurn 
House is significant for its association as the boy hood home (1954-1961) of the forty-second 
President of the United States, William Jefferson Clinton. Bill Clinton was born in Hope, 
Arkansas on August 19, 1946. He remained there with his widowed mother until 1954, when 
she left Hope to remarry and relocate to Hot Springs, Arkansas, where her son would spend the 
remainder of his childhood and adolescence, graduating from Hot Springs High School in 1964. 
In 1961 the CIinton family moved from this residence to another at 213 Scully in Hot Springs, 

i but certain seminal events in Clinton's adolescence occurred while he was living at 101 1 Park 
Avenue. 
































