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............................................................... 
1, Name of Property 
------------------------------------------------*--------------- --------------------------------------*------+---------------------- 

h i s t o r i c  name: Beldins-Gaines Cerneterv 

other name/site number: N/A 

............................................................. 

2 .  -cation 
.............................................................. 
street & number: U. S.  Hishwav 270 

not f o r  publication: N/A 

city/town: Hot S ~ r i n q s  vicinity: x 
state: county: Garland code: AR 051 zip code: 71901 

................................................................. ------------------------------------------------------------------ 

. classification 
__1______1__1__1--------------LI-----*-----------h-------------------- 

Ownership of Property: Private 

Category of Property: S i t e  

Nunber of Resources wi th in  Property: 

Contributing Noncontributing 

buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects  

0 Total 

Number  of contributing resources previously listed in the  National 
Register: N/A 

Name of related mul t ip le  property listing: N/A 



. --- ____--_-------------------------------------------------------- _-I_-___--------I-------------------------------------+ 

4.  State/Federal Agency Certification 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

As t h e  designated authority under the National Historic Preservation A c t  
-f 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this X nomination 
squest for determination of eligibility meets the documentation 

-standards f o r  registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets t h e  procedural and professional requirements 
set  f o r t h  in 36 CFR Part 60. fn my opinion, the property X meets - does n e t  m e e t  the National Register Criteria. See continuation 

Pate 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Proqram 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the  property meets does n o t  meet the  National 
Register cri ter ia .  - See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other o f f i c i a l  Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

................................................................... ..................................................................... '. National Park Service Certification .................................................................... ................................................................... 
2 ,  hereby certify that this property is: 

- entered in the National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 
determined eligible for the 

Nat iona l  Register 
- See continuation sheet. 
determined n o t  eligible f o r  t h e  
National Register 

removed from the National Register 

other explain) : 

Signature of Keeper Date 
of Action 

-------------------------------------------------*--------------- ....................................................................... 
6 .  F'umction or U s e  ................................................................. ................................................................. 
~ i s t o r i c  : FUNERARY Sub: C e m e t e r y  

~rrent : FUNERARY Sub:  Cemetem 



Other Description: 

Materials: foundation N/A roof N/A 
walls N/A other 

Describe present  and historic physical appearance. X See continuation 
sheet. 

-----------------------------------------------+--------- .................................................................. 
8, statement of significance ...................................................... ........................................................................ 
Certifying o f f i c i a l  has considered the significance of this property in 
relation to other properties:  Locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria: B 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions): D 

'--eas of Significance: EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 
COMMUNITY PLANNING AND 

DEVELOPMENT 

Period(s) of Significance: 1828-1833 

Significant Dates: N/A 

Significant Person(s)z Beldins, Ludovicus 
Gaines,  William H. 

Cultural Affiliation: N/A 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria 
considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

X See continuation sheet. - 



_I_f~.l------d-----------------------------------_----I______- 
___LI_--------II---------------------fll-------l---------I------- 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
---------*----------------------------------*-----------*-- 
---------------------------------------------------------------+-- 

L See continuation s h e e t .  

previous documentation on file (NPS): 

- preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 6 7 )  has been 
requested. 

- previously listed in the National Register 
- previously determined eligible by the National Register 
- designated a National Historic Landmark 
- recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
- recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary -cation of Addit ional  Data: 

X State historic preservation office 
- Other state agency 
- Federal agency 
- Local government 
- University 
- O t h e r  -- Specify Repository: 
..................................................................... 
10. Geographical Data 
........................................................................ 

. "Icreage of Property: Aplsroximatelv one 

WJYI References: Zone East ing Northing Zone Easting Northing 

- See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description: - See continuation sheet .  

Beginning at a point on the  northern edge of U. S. Highway 270 formed by its 
intersection with a perpendicular line running along the western edge 05 t h e  
cemetery ( loca ted  approximately 5 , 2 8 0  feet (1 mile) east  of Bench Mark 3711, 
proceed northerly along said line for a distance of approximately 200 feet to 
its intersection w i t h  a perpendicular line running paral le l  with the northern 
edge of U. S .  Highway 270; thence proceed easterly along said Line f o r  a 
distance of approximately 200 feet to its intersection w i t h  a perpendicular 
line running along the eastern edge of the cemetery; thence proceed southerly 
along s a i d  line f o r  a distance of approximately 200 feet to its intersection 
with the n o r t h e r n  edge of U, S .  Highway 270; thence proceed westerly along 
said line for a distance af approximately 200 feet to the point of beginning. 

Boundary Justification: - See continuation sheet. 

This boundary includes all of the known original plot set aside by the 
; l l d i n g  and Gaines families as a family cemetery that retains its integrity, 



................................................................... 
1 .  ~ o r m  Prepared By 
__1_______111-------h1-1-1-------------_-------------I--- _____-_____-----------*-+-------------------------------------------- 

"meJTitle: Kenneth Story, Architectural Historian , 

~rganisation: Arkansas Historic Preservation Prosram Date: 01/20/_93 

street & Number: 323 Center Street. Suite 1500 Telephone: 1 5 0 1 )  324-9880 

City or 'Sown: Little Rock S t a t e :  Zip: 72201 
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Located on the north side of Highway 270 between the communities of H o t  Springs and 
Malvern, the Belding-Gaines Cemetery contains a total of twenty marked burials frum the 
nineteenth centusy, severd of which mark the resting place of the area's earliest recorded 
settlers of European ancestry. The gravestones, relatively common and not artistically- 
exceptional, are placed in three distinct groups, the central of which is surrounded by a 
square stone wall. A1 are enclosed within a plot of land historically set aside as a cemezeq 
by the Gaines family. 

Elaboration 

The Beldiag-Gaines Cemetery is Iocated in a wooded area on the nortbern side of U. S. 
Highway 270 approximately 5.3 milts southeast of downtown Hot Springs. The cemetery 
contains a total of twenty marked burials (though local informants maintain that many more 
unmarked burials are also located within these boundaries), all of which feature death dazes 
of between 3833 and 1900, The marked burids are separated into three distinct groups: five 
burials located in the western section of the cemeterv, containing members of the Bassett 
family; nine burials within the stone wall, containing primarily members of the Belding a n d  
Gaines families; and six burials in the northern section, reputed to be former slave burials, 
most of which feature the name of the Simpson family. 

The headstones within the stone wall are relatively elaborate in design, though even they 
tend to by more simple and unadorned. Of particular note is the marker for Ludovicus 
Belding (thougb originally placed vert idy ,  deterioration and vandalism required the 
resetting of the stone horizontally in concrete). Elaborate decorative relief cawing adorns 
the top of the stone, below which is the inscription tahlet that js capped with an incised 
trifoil. Those headstones outside the wall are all of the vertical slab type, and in some cases 
feature decorative carving near the top of the stone, with the inscription below. However, 
most of these grave markers are relatively unomamented. 

By all accounts, the Belding-Gaines Cemetery has always been a family cemetery directly 
associated with the Bassett, Belding and Gaines families that maintained connections with 
the f a d a n d  surrounding the original farm of Jonathan Bassctt; furthermore, it is known 
from deed records that David Bassett, the son of Jonathan Bassen, specifically set this plot 
aside to serve as a cemetery and only as such relatively soon after his father's death. Tbus 
it is appropriate to include the entire known extent of the cemetery, a total of approximately 
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one acre. 
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Criterion B, local significance 
(Criteria Consideration D) 

?'he Belding-Gaines Cemetery is locally significant under Criterion B through its status as 
the size most directly-associated with two of the earliest recorded settlers in and developers 
of what would come to be known as the Hot Springs area: Ludovicus Belding and Major 
William H. Gaines (it also contains the grave of the only horn Revolutionq War veteran 
to be buried in Garland County, Jonathan Bassett, wbo was also one of the earliest settlers 
in the area of European descent; however, due to the fact that little else is known about his 
contributions to the settlement, growth and development of the Hot Springs coxnmunity, the 
cemetery cannot aIso be considered significant for him). No other h o w  sites survive with 
stronger associations with either of these two individuals, and h i s  property has been set 
aside as a family burial plot shce the Bassett family came to this area in the second quarter 
of the nineteenth century. 

Elaboration 

Native Americans from throughout the surrounding region had been visiting the valley 
between North and West Mountains for many years prior to the arrival of settlers of 
European descent. Like those later settlers, the Native Americans visited the valley for the 
natural springs that emanated from both hillsides, and particularly the hot springs that were 
to give the later community its name. T h e  Native Americans were the f i s t  to believe that 
the hot springs in particular -- heated through a natural process the actual physics of which 
remain unknown until this day -- possessed medicinal and restorative properties (though, 
according to legend, the abundance of distinct springs in the valley led them to  believe in 
the almost mystical nature of the e n h e  valley), a belief shared by the first trappers and 
hunters of European descent that passed through the valley. These early white travelers took 
stories of the hot springs back with them to cidkation, and awareness of the springs began 
to spread widely thereafter. 

The first actual white settlement took place by the second decade of the nineteenth century, 
though by all accounts it was sparse and of limited tenure. These earliest settlers, typically 
sufferers of various, poorly-understood maladies, wodd relocate individually to the vicinity 
of the springs and erect a small, temporary shelter that wodd serve them for the duration 
of their stay, and which they would then abandon when they felt that they had benefitted 
all that they could from the waters. mere is documentation of one known early settler 

I 

-1, 

attempting to establish a commercial enterprise near the springs for the ac~omodat ion of 
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visitors, but even these efforts were short-lived, and the structures erected were crude and 
insubstantial. 

The first recorded successful attempt to exploit and develop the "Yalley of the vapors" was 
conducted by Ludovims k l d i n g ,  a settler from central Massachusetts who immigrated to 
the area with his father-in-law and mother-in-law, Jonathan and Temperance Bassett, and 
his wife, Lydia Bassett Belding, along with various other family members and children. 
Arriving to the area via what was then the prindpaI route to the springs area from the 
territorial capital at Little Rack, the road that has since become the roadbed for modern 
U. S. Highway 270 (also known as the Hot Springs - Malvem Highway), it is thus nor 
surprising that they settled near the first springs they encountered along ihe route, located 
approximately five miles southeast of the present site of downtowm Hot Springs. This area, 
which became known as Lawrence Station, was mentioned by the Arkansas h i s t o h  Fay 
Hempstead in 191 1 as containing "...springs of potash-sdphur, which likewise draw crowds 
of visitors to receive their benefits...". The extended Bassett/Belding family settled near 
these springs, and established their fm near the banks of Gulpha Creek. 

Jonathan Bassen was born May 24, 1764 in Sandwich, Massachusetts, and his wife 
Temperance Crocker, was born on January 2, 1763 in Basestable, Massachusetts (both 
communities being located on Cape Cod). They were married on December 2% 1789, and 
proceeded to have thee  children before they left Massachusetts: David, Lydia and 
Nathaniel. Jonathan Basett served as a Colonial soldier in the Revolutionary War (it sbould 
be noted that with a birthdate of 1764, he would have been but twelve years old at the 
signing of the Declaration of Independence, and only seventeen yeax of age at the cessation 
of hostilities signalled by Cornwallis' surrender at Y o r k t m ;  family genealogical research 
maintains. that he was indeed seventeen years of age when he fought), during which it is 
surmised that he was wounded, as he came with his family in 1828 to the springs for 
treatment of his wounds. He served as a private in Colonel Freeman's regiment from 
Massachusetts, and though it is not known exactly where he fought, it lcan be assumed that 
he served during the final battles of the war. He and his family passed through Kentucky 
and Indiana on the way to Arkansas; once in Arkansas he remained upon the farm he 
established here near Gulpha Creek until his death in 1833 at the age of sipnine.  

Almost immediately afier their arrival, Ludovicus kId ing  (1792-1833), Jonathan Bassett's 
son-in-law, initiated the permanent development af the area m n d  the springs, first with 
the repair and improvement of several of the abandoned earlier structures, and then with 
the establishment of the first mercantile store nearby. He soon followed these efforts with 

/' the anstruction of the area's Erst hotel, and for a time this budding community became 
a, 


































