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1. Name 

historle 1. C. Frwm Eioure 
3 

andm common Brown &ins f OR 

2, Location 
strsa 8 number 2330 Central Avenue A- not b r  publicatton 

Arkansas code 71901 county Gar1 and code 051 

3. Classification 1' 
Catqory Ownership Status w t  Use 
- dlstrlet public occupied - agriculture - mussurn 
X building(*) private - unoccupied - comrnembl - park 
- rtructure - both - work in progtess - educational X private rss- 
- site Public Acquisltlon Access l bls - entertainment - religious 
- object In process - yes: restrleted - government - sclentYlc 

- k i n g  considered - yes: unrcstrltted - industrial - transportrtlm 
2 no - mllltary - other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name M r .  and Mrs .  W.C. Bmm 

street a n u m b  2330 Central Avenue 

CI*. tawn Mot S~r inqs  U h c i n i t v  of ,we Arkansas 

5, Location of Lesal Description 

courtbuse. rwistrr of dtsds. ate. Gar? and County Courthouse 

s~ a -@, Ouac h i t a  P.venue 

,w,,,, Hot Springs sme Arkansas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title !Ilk has this property been determined Jlglbb? - yes - no 

m f e d e r a l  s t m t a  - muntv - local 

w m  lor s w e y  m d s  

c*. rn rt.ts 



Condltlan Check one Tclr qna 
L excellen? - deterlorated , unaltered -_ original site 
- goad r u i n s  - altered - moved date - - fair - unexposed 

-rib. tha prsmsnt and orfgiwml (if known) physkal appearance 

SUMMARY 

Originally b u i l t  i n  the Queen Anne style and remodeled in 1919 by the prominent 
architectural f i r m  o f  W i  tt, Siebert, and Hal sey o f  Texarkana, the W.C. Brown House 
is a grand example of the Neoclassic s ty le .  Located on Hot Spring" busiest  
throughfare, t h i s  twenty-one room, two-story frame residence features a two-story 
full-height entry portico which i s  incorporated w i t h  a full one-story porch. 
Separated f r om  Central Avenue by a low stone wall , the impressive structure i s  
located on a four-and-a-ha1 f acre l o t  and i s  surrounded by tiered gardens, a 1 i l y  
pond, and a garage w i  th - '  set'vants quarters and ' a ' gwenhouse. 

ELABORATION 

The Brown House i s  s i tua ted  on a wooded l o t  and i s  separated fmm Central Avenue 
by a low, .regul-arr ashlar .wa1 l: and a t a l l  chain-1 ink  fence t h a t  completes the 
per imeter .  The exterjor of  the two-story structure i s  rich i n  detail and is 
dominated by the powerful por t ico,  which i s  r i c h l y  detai led w i t h  f luted Ionic 
col umns with exaggerated entas i  s .and an el aborate cornice. The 1 ow-h ipped cl ay 
t i l e  roof extends over  the balustraded fu l l -he ight  entry port ico.  Consisting 
primarily of a square plan w i t h  minor corner pro jec t ions,  the.  house has one-story 
additions extending f rom t h e  nor th  and south side elevations t h a t  date from the 1919 
remodeling. The facade 4 s  symmetrical except for  a second f loor  side projection 
and a p o r t e  cochere supported by colvmnr on t he  north side elevation. 

The sloped two-story north projecti~n and the southwestern and northwestern roof 
slopes of the main mass and the ridge of the southwestern project ion are pierced 
w i t h  chimneys-c T h e  exterio~.of.the'entire structure i s  d a d  with narrow-lap sid ing.  
The front portfeo and porch are  supported a t  the corners by a t r i o  o f  f l u t e d  Tonic 
col vmns w i t h  obvious entasls: . The bot tom o f  the cornice i s  h j g h l  ightedL.wi t h  egg 
and dart moulding, dent i l s  and leaf and tongue detailing, while the f i r s t  floor 
cornice i s  mow-simply embellished. A simple wood railing consisting of square 
r a i  1 s and i n t e m d i a t e  pedestl es surrounds the top of the porch and continues 
around the t op  of the end wings. Pilasters f l a n k  the windows located i n  the wing 
additions. 

The f i r s t - s to ry  porch i s  accessible.by s i x  tiled steps,  the width o f  which 
graduates wi th  their ascension. The perimeterof t h e  porch i s  surrounded w i t h  the 
same simple railings as the second story. Paired one-story Ion ic  columns are placed 
i n  front of the railing and t r ip l e  columns embell ish the corners, compl imenting the 
f u l l - h e i g h t  t r i p l e  columns. 

The single-pane entrance door i s  surrounded by a transom, and side1 ights,  and 
larger single panes a t  the top. Fgur sets o f  double paired casement windows w i t h  
transoms 'are' evenly placed' on e i  therVside o f  the entryway and echo the detailing 
o f  the door. The second f loor  doorway i s  the same as  the f i r s t  story, but the 
surroundi ng four wi ndws are regul arly-spaced, doub? e-hung one-aver-one . The 
remai n i  ng fi rst-floor windows are one-over-one panes and the second-f l  oor windows 
are eight-over-eight panes wi th  an eight-p'ane transom crowning the  top. A double- 
hung dormer window penetrates the center back roof .  



United States Department of the Interiot 
National Park Servlce 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation heet Item number 7 

The i n t e r i o r  of the house unfolds from a spacious central  ha1 1 . The door opposite 
the entryway leads d i r e c t l y  t o  back service stairs a t  the l e f t  and t o  the kitchen 
area ,  which i n c l u d e s  a large walk-in pantry, to  t h e  right. The one-story screened- 
i n  porch i s  si tuated between these two wings, except for a one-story pro ject ion 
on the west side o f  the  kitchen.  

A doorway adjacent t o  the staircase opens t o  the l i v i n g  room, which runs the d e p t h  
of the structure . The cei 1 i ng S s emphasized with crossing oak beams and heavy 
cornice molding; the walls are f in ished i n  stained oak r a i s e d - p a n e l  w a l l s .  The 
southern wing ends i n  a glass-enclosed, one-story sun pa r l o r .  

The north wing begins with two evenly-placed doorways i n  t h e  central hall .  The 
f ron t  door leads t o  a small music room and the second opens t o  a sumptuous d in ing 
room. French block p r i n t  wallpaper adorning the walls, combined w i t h  heavy cornice 
moldings and dentils, give the room great impact. The mantle i s  detailed with 
pilasters a t  the corners topped w i t h  circular f l u t e d  rad ia t ing  lines. An oval 
design echoing t h e  p i  laster d b t a i l  i ng i s  centered i n  the entablature. The north 
wing ends in an enclosed sun porch and t h e  porte cochere. 

The second story a1 so has a large central ha1 1 way and i s  flanked by bedrooms on 
both sides.  All doorways are classical i n  nature with a prominent entablature, 
square pediments, and square f luted casing. A1 though the house was or ig inal  ly i n  
the Queen Anne style, both the exterior and i n t e r f  or were substantial  7y remodeled 
i n  1919 i n  the Neoclassical style and only a few traces of the Queen Anne style 
remain. 

A curved drive leads f r o m  Central Avenue to the north s i d e  of the house, through 
the porte cochere and, s t r a i g h t  t o  a four-car garage which i s  topped with servant' s 
quarters. This structure i s  clad i n  narrow l a p  siding and has three one-over-one 
double-hung windows evenly spaced on t h e  f ron t .  The roof is covered in t i l e  and 
has s ide-gable construction. North o f  the garage i s  a gen t ly  sloping garden t h a t  
cu lm ina tes  i n  a rock-lined oval l i l y  pond and fountain. A stone walkway, l ined 
wi th  terraced flower b e d s ,  winds f rom the garage area t o  the pond. A gazebo stands 
away from the southwest corner o f  the house,, and what wa's originally a stable  b u t  
which now serves as a tool shed l i e s  a t  a distance directly behind the garage. The 
shed i s  a front-facing gable f-shaped plan wi th  a greenhouse composing the south 
wing. Its second s tory i s  covered i n  narrow 1 ap s i d i n g  and the first s tory i s  
br ick  construction. A small six-paned window i s  c e n t e r e d  i n  each gable, triple-and 
double-hung six-over-six windows are set i n t o  the brick on the first-floor walls. 
A small garage fo r  yard machinery i s  nestled into the northeast corner of t h e  
bui 1 ding. A wooden p icket  fence separates the rectangular rose garden, which 1 i e s  
a t  the end of the  greenhouse, from the rest of the grounds. 



h d o d  , 
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Areas of Signif ieance--Cheek and justify below 
--- archeology-prehistoric + + community planning . -- Iandscnpe a rch i tec ture .  religton 
-- arch~logy-historic -- conservatEon -. , law - science 

agriculture - -- economies --- literature -- seu lp tu~  
-& architecture education -, military 1C social) 
-- art . - - enginering - musk humanitarian 
.A commerce -- explorationAettIement ,- philosophy - theater 
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invention - other (specity) 

SpwSfio data. C m  1890 Bu9lder/Arehitsct or j  qi rial -UnbOWn 
S t m t m n t  of tignlflcmce (in one paragraph) Remodeling- N j  tt, Siebert & Halsey 

SUMMARY 

Remodeled by the successful Arkansas architectural: f inn o f  W i  tt , Si ebert and Hal sey 
of Texarkana, t he  W .  C. Brown House i s  an outstanding example o f  Neeclassical residence, 
Transformed through a substantial  remodel ing from a t y p i c a l  Queen Anne structure, the 
house features elaborate d e t a i l i n g  and i s  surrounded by sumptuous.gardens and a ,v'ar'iety 
o f  outbu i ld ings .  This  impressive structure has been the home o f  two generations o f  
the Brown family, who through a v a r i e t y  o f  Philanthropic Act iv i t ies ,  have contributed 
to  the growth and development o f  t h e i r  cornunity and s ta te .  

The W.C. Brown House, originally s fine example of a Nineteenth Century Queen Anne 
residence , was remodeled i n  1900 to i ts present Neocl ass! cal appearance. The f i  rrn 
of W i t t ,  S iebert ,  and Halsey remodeled the- B m n  residence t o  elegantly display 
the features of this popular style. The low-hipped roof covered i n  clay t i l e  and 
the el  abora te  Ioni c col umns are exernpl ary early Neoclassical features. 

The house i s  one o f  dfstinction due to the efforts 'of  the arch i tec ts .  Mrs. Mil 1 iam 
E. Bann, daughter of Mr.. S'je'uert, once said "the f i r m 4 s . m e  desire w 3 s  to. g i v e  charm 
and i nd iv idua l  i t y  t o  each home t h a t  was b u i l t .  " To g ive the Brown house individual i ty, 
the  f im incorporated two  very rare features i n t o  t h e ,  design of-.th? f ron t  porch. 
Three columns support  each o f  i t s  corners, and the very s i z e  of the porch i t s e l f - -  
two story,  full-width--is a powerful addi t ion to a prev ious ly  typical Quesn Anne 
residence. An elaborate cornice, including egg-and-dart, dent i ls ,  and leaf-and- 
tongue, are addi t ions  t h a t  further ernbelllsh t h e  facade. 

The remodeling f r o m  Queen Anne to Meoc'Fassical style was completed in 1919 and W.C. 
Brown, Sr. roved h i s  f a m i l y  t o  Hot Springs f r o m  Stamps, Arkansas, where he was vice- 
president of Bodcaw Lumber Company. Frequent outbreaks o f  malaria in the Stamps 
community had necessitated the move. Mr. Brown had remained i n  Stamps to work but 
made frequent t r i p s  t o  Hot Springs  to check on h i s  family, which included h i s  wife 
Mary, t h e i r  four children (Josephine Emily, Jean, Allan, and Wi l l iam, J r . ) ,  and two 
aunts. M r .  Brown, along ni t h  W i  11 iam Buchanan o f  Stamps, had founded Bodcaw Lumber 
Company a t  Stamps, and i t  provided the b a s i s  of the family fortune. Today there are 
on ly  320 shareholders i n  the company, but  i t  was reported i n  July of 1979 i n  the 
New York Times that International Paper and bleyerhaueser; along w i t h  Hobi'l, were 
making b ids  up i n t o  the six-hundred m i  17 ions  for prefer red stock i n  Bodcaw. Shrewd 
investments coupled w i t h  Bodcaw made M r .  Brown qu i te  weal thy.  

Mr, Brown and h i s  wife raised their children as Presbyterians and they remained 
devoutly so a l l  their l i v e s .  T h e i r  wealth, combined w i t h  g r e a t  kindness, made them 
a71 i n i t i a t o r s  o f  community projects and act ive ph i lan th rop is ts .  Josephine and Jean 
were ve ry  interested i n  the Y .W,C.A. and Mr. Brown, 3r. was involved with the 
Y.M.C.A and he lped  t o  found the  f i r s t  Boy Scout troop i n  Arkansas. 
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It was certainly true t h a t  he1 ping ch i  1 dren and providing an education t o  
those who could n o t  a f f o r d  one were f i r s t  on the list o f  the Brown's priorities. 
They contributed substanti a1 amounts t o  Arkansas Chi 1 dren's Hospi ta l  , E l  i zabeth 
M i  tchell Chi 1 dren'  s Center, St. Joseph Hospital in Memphis, the Boys Club, and 
made several donations t o  coll  eges , i nel udi  ng a request by Jean t o  Arkansas 
Cal 1eae . a small ~ r i  vate Presbvteri an school . for  14.3 m i  1 l i o n  do1 1 ars . It was 
noteddi the ~rkahsas  ~emocrat" after  the death of Jean Brown i n  1982 t h a t  she 
had given nearly one-hundred million dollars i n  her lifetime. 



9 '  Major Bibliographical References 

SEE CONTII4UATION SHEET 

10. Geomranhical Data 
Acreage of nomlnated property 4.51 

Quadrangle name HOt..Sp17 nffS 

UT M References 

* 
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Zone Eastlng Northing 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 24000 

Zone Easting . . Northing 
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Yarb.1 kundmry desoriptlon m d  Justification 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET 

List  all st8t.s and countlss fmr proparties overlapping state or county bwndaries 

state N/A code c w n ~  e d e  
- 

code 

1 1. Form Pre~ared BY 

mmenlth Jimie Lou Simpson, Accountant / Edi ted  by AHPP S t a f f  

~rganhatlon Meyers, Shelton & Harvey, ?.A. date September 27, 1985 

numkr 534 Quachita - Sui te 4 telephone (501). 623-3121 

Hot Springs state .pr ka ris a s . .. clty Bt town 

12. State Historic Preservation. Officer Certif icatian 
The evaluated slgnlficanes af this property wlthln the state is: 

- natlonsl X ,- state - local 

As the designated State Hlstortc Preservation Mlieer lorthe National Histarlc Prewation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8 s  
665), 1 hereby nominate thk property for lncluslon In the National Register and certity that It has been wsluated 
aecmding to the crtteria and procedures set forth by the Natlonal Park Senkm. -. 
State . 

- HLstorlc Prwarratlon Mfker signature 

titk S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  Preservation Officer date 

F o r m u a s d y  
t bmby mlfy thrt thla propbrty Is Included In the Nmtlonrl Rclglster 
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"Hat Springs Arkansas and Hot Spr4ngs National  Park"  
by Or. Francis J . Scu7 ly - Pioneer Press, 1. R. , AR. 

Arkansas Democrat, Sunday, October 17, 1982. 

Mr. Bob Reinheimr, Texarkana, AR - 05-15-85. 
Mrs. Fred Hal seley, Texarkana, AR - 05-15-85. 

Mrs. W i  11 iam E. Bann, Texarkana, AR - 05-15-85. 
Mrs. Inex Cl ine,  Hot  Springs, AR - 05-16-85. 

Mrs. Carl Manier, H o t  Springs, A r  - 05-16-85. 
Mr. W i l l i a m  C .  B m ,  Jr.  - 05-16-85 - 09-26-85. 

Mrs. William C. Brown, Jr. - 05-16-85 - 09-26-85. 
The 21st Edition o f  the Record, 1980, Gar1 and Co. 
H i s t o r i c a l  Society - Vol . X X I  

LA Forestry A s s t . ,  Ms. Melanie Blanchard - 09-30-85. 
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Beginning a t  the Northwest comer o f  hot 6 ,  Block 3 ,  COOK" ADDITION t o  the City 
o f  Hot Springs,  Arkansas; thence South 82 degrees 32'  16" East  a distance o f  
346.42 feet;  thence North 06 degrees 16' 13" East a distance o f  38.0 feet; thence 
South 81 degrees 00' 24" East a d istance of 290.0 f e e t  to a po in t  located 40 f e e t  
from the center1 ine of Central Avenue; thence South 08 degrees 30' 37" West along 
the West r ight-of -way 1 ine o f  Central avenue a distance i f  289.47 feet; thence 
North 88 degrees 3 2 3 7 "  West a distance of 282.73 feet ;  thence South 89 degrees 
16' 36" West a distance o f  348.30 f e e t  t o  the  E a s t  right-of-way l i n e  of Leach Street; 
thence North 06 degrees 4 4 '  04" East a distance o f  338.38 f e e t  to the po in t  o f  
beginning, containing 4.51 acres, more a r  less .  
















