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1. Name 
histark HOT 'SPRf tlGS CENTRAL AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT 
-- 

r n d w  common 

2, Location 

street a numimr (See ind iv idua l  fonts )  
- 

for ~ublut ian 

stata 
A r k a n s a s  cede 115 eounw Gar1 a n d  

Code 05 1 

Category Ownership Staturn P m m t  Ulr  
A district - public 2- occupkd - agtieufture . m u s e u m  
- buitdlng(s) - private - unoeeupied X eommml.l - park 
- structure X both - work in progress - educatlonsi - private m*Wsnce 
- sate Public AcquisHion Accmssiblm - entflainment - religious 
- object y e s :  restrictad - government - scientlfk - yes: unrestricted - industria! - transportallan 

- no - military - other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name (See i n d i v i d u a l  farms) 

citv. town - vicinltv al state 

5. Location of Legal Description 

eaurthou~m. mgisw of MS. ~ t c .  Gar? and b u n  t v  Courthouse 

street & numbr Ouachi t a  Avenue - 
Hot  Springs stace Arkansas 

6. Rewesentation in Existina Survevs 
Hot  Springs Survey 

I H k  

--- - 

has thls wowrhr k e n  determined ell~iMe? - ws - no 

data 1O77 r - f m 8 l  2- stain - county - 1w.1 
- - 

kpos~0ry for sunray racords Arkansas H i s t o r i c  Pw-inn p . a m  - ---.-- 

c b ,  town L i t t l e  Rock ~ t a m  Ark  ansas 



7. Description 

ConditZolr Check o w  
a, unaltered 

check onr 
snestlmnt - detrrtoratad -k original site 

X g ~ a d  - ruins - altered - moved date -- 
X - lalr - unerporsd 

-- -- 
DmcriW tha prmsmmt and origlnrl (H known] pkyrleal . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r  

f he C e n t r a l  Avenue H j  stori c D i s t r i c t  possesses one of Arkansas ' rf chest col 1 ec- 
t i o n s  of historic comercia1 bui ldfngs. Ranging i n  date from 1886 t o  1930, 
these structures r e f l e c t  the growth of t h i s  town I n t o  the State" smost signffi- 
cant resort comnunity. Located i n  t h l s  district, along H o t  Sprfngrl major 
thoroughfare, i s  a wide v a r i e t y  o f  hotels ,  stores, restaurants and o f f  i c e  
buildings, all constructed to serve t h e  needs o f  the visitors to Bathhouse Row. 
This district illustrates not only the rapid growth o f  Hot Springs, but also the 
e v o l u t i o n  of bullding styles, mater ia ls  and technology t h a t  occur~ed during the 
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, 

ELABORATION 

Described i n  1873 as "the mst wnderful hot  springs i n  the worldn,l the 
numerous spr ings located i n  the valley between the North and West Mountains i n  
H o t  Springs, Arkansas, hare attracted visitors for hundreds for years. Early 
settlement occurred i n  close p r o x i m i t y  to  the springs, consisting a t  first o f  
crude frame shacks. Originally called Valley Street, Central Avenue, located i n  
the valley o f  t h e  Hot Springs Creek, has been the center o f  comnercial activity 
since the c i t y ' s  inception. In 1874 Charles Cutter wrote that  "The town of H o t  
Springs i s  s i tuated i n  the va l l ey  of the same nam; i s  mstly located on one 
street,  which i s  about a mile long, following the Hot Springs  reek."^ 
Though Hot Springs experienced a .bui l d i n g  boom i n  the 1870's as s result of 
increased v i s i t a t i o n  and sett lement,  none of the  structures bui  1 t along Central 
Avenue during this decade remain. Typically one to three stories i n  height ,  the 
buildings were of frame construction, with board and bat ten  a comn siding. 
Comnersial structures mst frequently had gently sloped ar gabled roofs and a 
one story shed-roofed porch fac ing the street.  High parapets and false fronts 
were typical. Residences and hotels, which closely resembled one another i n  a1 1 
features but size, usually had gable roofs and a min imum of one porch. I n  
describing the surge of building a c t i v i t y  in 1874, Cut ter  wrote, "...several of 
t h e  hote l  buildings would honor c i t i e s  w i t h  a population of ten t o  twenty 
thousand; though, on account of the unsettled condition of l a n d  t i t les ,  mst a l l  
the b u i l d i n g s  are put up cheaply, for present wants. Lumber i s  cheap - $15-$20 
per thousand; and houses costing from $100 t o  $1,000 a r e  the order of t he  day, 
f o r  both residences and business houses. It was the demand for larger hotels, 
and more of them, boarding houses, e t c . ,  for the accommodation of v is i to rs  who 
have increased i n  number every par,  t h a t  has caused the improvements t h a t  are 
now found here. Bui 1 dings are paing up in ev ry p a r t  of the pf ace, and e v i  den- 
ces of prosper lty are everywhere to be seen."$ The uncertainty of land 
owners h i p  great 1 y i nf 1 uenced the qua1 i ty of construction t h a t  occurred i n  H o t  
Springs during the 1870's. N o t  only were comnercial buildings and residences 
b u i l t  of the inexpensj,ve and readily a v a i l a b l e  lumber, but so too yere the 
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majority of bathhouses. Cutter explained t h a t  "No one oms a foot  o f  land I n  
the Valley, and no one can tell how long he will be allowed to rcmajn, When 
ful ly  considered, the wonder is, not t h a t  so Ilttle has been done, but t h a t  so 
many comfortable houses have been buf l t  ."4 C u t t e r  defended the qua1 i t y  and 
nature of building a c t i v i t y  during t h i s  decade when he wrote that "Considering 
the unsettled condit ion of l a n d  t i t l e s ,  which prevent the erect ion of substan- 
tial b r i c k  or stone houses, the distance from market, and the mountainous 
country f a r  m i l e s  aro nd the Springs, the  hotels o f  Hot Springs may be con- 
sidered f i r s t  class."! Not only was new construction occurring i n  the boon 
town, but e x i s t i n g  buildings were befng jmproved and enlarged, " H o t e l s  and 
baardfng-houses are b u i l d i n g  additions and preparing for an increased number o f  
guests; and ev rybody who has anything to sell, or business t o  do, seems t o  be 
making money." 6 
The building actlvity of the  1870's continued into the '80's and 4 9 0 1 s  as t h e  
population cf Hot Springs and its number of v i s i t o r s  continued to increase.  
The set t lement  o f  land ownership litigation, as well as the covering of the 
troubl esome Hot Spri ngs Creek, encouraged the construct ion o f  more subs t an t i a1 
bui  Idings and resulted i n  an esca la t i on  of construction a c t i v f  ty. In 1885 
Cutter enthusiastically reported t h a t  "flever i n  i t s  history has the c i t y  shown 
such growth and progress as it does at t he  present t im. A building boom has 
ev ident ly  comnenced i n  earnest b u t  not  any t o o  quick,  f o r  the large hotels now 
i n  course of erection and i n  contemplation have been needed for years. Other 
improvements are contemplated, and pro ably more money w i  11 be spent i n  fine 
b u i l d i n g s  t h i s  year than eves before." 9 
To meet the ever growing demand for accommodatians, new h o t e l s  and boarding- 
houses replaced the smal let and l e s s  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  structures of the previous 
decades, "With a l l  the.irnprovements now being made a t  t h e  different hote ls  and 
boarding houses, and added t o  the l i s t ,  there will soon be accomnodations for 
four o r  f i v e  thousand v i s i t o r s  at one time, and a1 lowing thirty days as an 
average t ime f o r  visitors t o  remain here, there could be entertained at our 
hotels and boarding houses f f f t y  thousand v i s i t o r s  i n  one year.u8 While the 
earliest hotels constructed i n  Hot Springs were frame w i t h  Queen Anne, Greek 
Revival  and Second Empi r e  the predominate sty1 i s t  i c  i n f  1 uences, hotels bui l t 
a f te r  1880 were usually of b r i c k  construction, larger i n  size than t h e i r  frame 
predecessors and more able t o  provide the amenities desired by visitors. M o s t  
offered severa l  la rge  porches, balconies and elevators. The most c o n o n  sty- 
listic in f luences of  t h i s  per iod  were the Italianate and Second Empire. Prior 
to 1880, hote ls  ranged i n  height  from one t o  three s t o r i e s ,  a typical example o f  
which was the H o t  Spr ings Hote l ,  c. 1876, a three story frame Greek Revival 
structure w i t h  a pedimented two story full f r o n t  wrch, capable af accomnodating 
f o r t y  t o  f i f t y  guests.  
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One of the f i t s t  brick hotels t o  be constructed was the first At1 fngton (18751, 
a four story bui lding consisting of two wings wi th  a 190 foot  facade. 
Constructed i n  1882, the five story b r i c k  Avenue Hotel had a projecting center 
f ront isp iece  capped with a balvstraded mansard roof. Paired bracke ts  supported 
a wide overhanging cornice of pressed metal, The oldest surviving hotel i n  the 
present district i s  the four s t o r y  Hotel May CHS-11, a brick I t a l  ianate struc-  
ture with pressed metal deta i l ing .  

As the h o t e l s  improved, so too did the other comrcfal  bui ld ings  along Central 
Avenue. "The business part o f  the c i t y  i s  o f  a s u b s t a n t i a l  and permanent 
character and shows decided improvement . . , Several 501 i d  bus iness b locks  have 
recently been, and are now being erected, and s t i  11 greater changes may be 
looked f o r  i n  the near fu tu re ,  Stores and shops are we1 1 stocked with 
everything calculated t o  c o n t r i b u t e  to the material well-being and happiness o f  
v i s i  tots and res idents  ."9 Sr ick  rep1 aced wood as the standard bui l d i n g  
material, though the majority of comnercial structures continued to average two 
t o  three stories, with  most possessing flat roofs that sloped from f r o n t  t o  
rear .  L o t s  were narrow and deep, thus a rectangular plan was typical. Most 
buildings had s t r a i g h t  b r i c k  loadbearing party walls, with  loadbearing b r i c k  
rear walls penet ra ted  by windows and a rear entrance. Ornament was concentrated 
on the f r o n t  facade, where a variety o f  material and detaf 1 ing were frequently 
combined. The first floor o f  the  f r o n t  facade was typically devoted to one o r  
two wood and glass store f ronts ,  many of which included an en t rance  t o  s t a i r s  
lead ing  up t o  the  second f loor .  Upper floors consisted o f  long c o r r i d o r s ,  o f f  
o f  which were o f f  ices and furnf shed rooms. Other c o m n  features include high 
parapet walls, double-hung upper s t o r y  windows and canvas awnings, By 1893 pro- 
motional l i t e r a t u r e  was claiming t h a t  "No c i t y  i n  the  land can boast of a retail 
row, that ,  f o r  attractiv ess, variety and oddity,  can compare w i t h  the business 
s i d e  of C e n t r a l  Avenue.!IPa i n  close p r o x i m i t y  to the  bathhouses and the b e s t  
hote ls ,  C e n t r a l  Avenue experienced construction a c t i v i t y  well i n t o  the twentieth 
century, partly in response to the increased demands of the  tourist industry, 
but also because buildings were frequently lost to fire. By the mid-18901s, the 
v i s i t o r  t o  Hot  Springs had a number o f  retail establishments from which to 
choose, as evidenced by the following description of the c i t y ' s  main thorough- 
fare, 'Jewelry stores, book stores, dry goods stores, saloons, drug stores, pool 
rooms, restaurants, fu rn ish ing  goods stores,  grocery stores, mare jewelry 
stores, doctor" o f f i c e s ,  more drug stores, shooting galleries, more saloons and 
so on and so f o r t h  - each with a distinct picturesqueness o f  i t s  own n t  i 1 one - a1 Y 1 almost wearies of the endless,  and, i n  many cases, striking cont ras ts .  

The most typical eomnercial bui l d h g  o f  the  l a t e  1880's and h90's was two 
stories i n  height,  constructed of b r i c k ,  with an elaborate pressed metal cor- 
nice. The Rix-Adamson Building (HS-47), the  Douglas Bui lding (HS-7), and the 
Simon Meyer Building CHS-8) a re  good examples of t h i s  type. Less frequently 
constructed7wre buildings w i t h  stone facades, such as thle Romanesque Revival- 
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inspired Southern C l u b  (HS-21) and the StStt Buildlng (HS-46). Examples of the 
preyelant pressed metal facades include the Midolas Hotel (MS-271, 240 C e n t r a l  
(HS-131, the Gaines B u i l d i n g  (HS-451, the  ~cTagie Building (HS-6) and the 
McLaughlin Building (HS-55 ) .  Though cast  i ron  was frequently incorporated in 
facade designs, little of this material remains, as it was t y p i c a l l y  used a t  the 
street level and has been remved or  covered up by remode l ing .  Storefronts were 
constructed o f  wood mullions, wood panels and g lass ,  w i t h  paneled wood and g l a s s  
doors.  Transoms generally extended the  w i d t h  of the facade, 

Several important  hotels were constructed during the latter part of t h e  nine- 
teenth  century t h a t  attempted to surpass the quality of earlier establishments,  
thus perpetuating continued competition among the  h o t e l s .  The Hotel  Eastman was 
a mammoth five story hip-roofed s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a s i x  story central tower adorned 
with o r i e l  corner project ions.  The L-shaped h o t e l  had three floors of covered 
balconies t h a t  provided 675' of promenade. Other d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  features 
inc luded a 52' x 70' rotunda, clothes closets i n  each of the 506 guest rooms and 
s i x  pub1 i c  rams i n  addition t o  the 70' x 150' dining room. Built i n  1891, the 
f i v e  story Park  Hotel a l so  had an L-shaped p lan  and rotunda. A popular fea ture  
was the open-air loggia atop the tower intersection o f  t h e  twa  wings. Two 
floors of elaborate1 y d e t a i  1 ed covered i r o n  balconies encircled the building, 
prov id ing  1200 fee t  o f  promenade. I n  an effort to equal the competition, a 
second Arlington Hate1 was b u i l t  i n  1891 on the s i t e  of the o r i g i n a l ,  which had 
been torn down, Designed by McClure, Stewart and Mulfgardt of St. Louis, the  
b r i c k  and stone replacement was four s t o r i e s  t a l l  with  two balconied corner  
tewrs and three stories of porches. Perhaps the most significant feature  of 
t h i s  b u i l d i n g  was i t s  use of  the Spanish Renaissance s ty le ,  which undoubtebly 
attracted a t t e n t i o n .  "The style o f  the a ~ c h i t e c t ~ s e  i s  of t h e  Spanish 
Rrd-aissance, which i s  admirably adapted t o  the 1oc ion and i n  striking c o n t r a s t  
w i t h  t h a t  of other h o t e l  structures i n  t h i s  c i t y . "  ?$ 
Comercia1 b u i l d i n g s  dat ing from the f i r s t  decade o f  the twentieth century were 
usually two stories i n  height  and constructed of brick, such as Oscar's Bakery 
(HS-103, the Simon Mendel Building I H S - 4 2 )  and Schneckls Drug Store (HS-54) .  
U n l i k e  those buildings constructed before t he  turn-of-the-century, buildings of 
t h i s  decade frequently possessed terra cotta ornament or were b u i l t  o f  brown or 
b u f f ,  rather than red b r i c k  as was 111-121 Central (HS-571, a tw story brown - b r i c k  'building w i t h  terra c o t t a  c a p i t a l s ,  Two outstanding buf ldings of t h i s  
decade are t he  Dugan-Stewart (HS-22) and Sumpter-Little (HS-51) Bui ld ings which 
are four and f ive  stories,respectively. Constructed of buff brick, these a t y p i -  
cal ly t a l l  o f f  ice  buildings both feature terra co t ta  ornament. The only sur- 
v i v i n g  facades t o  have incorporated pressed metal, a material infrequent  l y  used 
during t h i s  decade, are the Spear 8ui Jding IHS-34) and the Ohio Club (HS-28). 

A number o f  hotels were constructed durfng t h e  first decade of the twentieth 
century, an i m i o r t a n t  example being the M a j e s t i c  (HS-2), wh'ich was b u i l t  i n  1902 
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on She s i t e  of the  Avenue H o t e l .  O r i g i n a l l y  t h i s  f i v e  story br ick  s t r u c t u r e  
Featured a one story c lass ica l l y -de ta i l ed  balustraded f ront  porch. Other 
dist inguishing features include the Pall adi an- inspired doors which original l y  
opened onto balconies and the  p r o j e c t i n g  rounded corners of the b u i l d i n g .  
Smaller i n  scale and simpler in design i s  the Savoy Hotel (HS-31), a two story 
structure with a commercial storef ront  on the f i r s t  f loor ,  A 1910 list of 
hotels reveals t h a t  f o u r  hote ls  e x i s t e d  wi th  a guest capacity i n  excess of 500, 
nine could acornnodate 100-200, twenty establishments had rooms for 50-100 and 
s i x t e e n  could acornda te  50 or less. This llst d i d  not include the  numerous 
boarding houses and furnished rooms a l s o  a v a i  1 able t o  the visitors . I 3  

While the construction o f  the standard two story brfck comnercial bu i ld ing  con- 
tinued, as evidenced by the Kress Bui lding CHS-531, the  Albert Mendel B u i l d i n g  
(HS-161 and the Rector Bui 1 ding (HS-173, several i n n o v a t i v e  bui  1 dings were 
constructed between 1911 and 1920. Dating c. 1915, the  DeSoto Mineral Springs 
B u i l d i n g  (HS-11) i s  cine of the district's earliest and f i n e s t  c lass ica l l y -  
inspired facades.  Originally only two stories in height, this bui ld ing  was 
constructed by one of the many water companies established t o  market bottled 
spring water. Shortly a f t e r  the b u i l d i n g  I s completion the DeSoto Mineral  
Springs went bankrupt, forcing the sale of the bui ld ing  t o  Mountain V a l l e y  
Springs, which leased Tt t o  the o p e r a t o r  of a fashionable dance h a l l  proprietor 
who added the t h i r d  f loor.  Also i n d i c a t i v e  of the p o p u l a r i t y  o f  the Classical 
R e v i v a l  i s  the Thompson Bui lding (HS-291, a f i v e  story of f ice  bui ld ing  designed 
by George Mann. The white glazed terra  cot ta  facade features fluted columns and 
pilasters w i t h  Corinthian capi ta l s ,  an o r n a t e  cornice,  a bal ustradd parapet and 
metal pane ls  with decorative re1 l e f .  

The cont inued  b u i l d i n g  a c t i v i t y  between 1910 and 1930 can be a t t r ibu ted  i n  part 
to the destruction caused by three fires t h a t  occurred during t h i s  twenty -year 
period. Between 1920 and 1930 two outstanding comnercial buildings were 
constructed on Central Avenue: the Wade Cl i n i c  designed by Charles C. Thompson 
(NR 1 is ted 12-22-78) and the  Medical A r t s  B u i l d i n g  des igned by Almand and Stuck 
(NR 1 i sted 12-1-78 1. Constructed on the s i t e  of the burned 1 ) .  S, Hotel were 
three ye1 low br ick  b u i  1 dings, the Hol ly Apartmnts (HS-36 1, t h e  Mat i o n a l  Luggage 
Shop (HS-37)  and the U. C. Woodcock B u i l d i n g  (HS-38). Also erected dur ing  t h i s  
decade were the Howe Motel (HS-591, designed by Sanders and Ginocchio, and the 
Park (NR listed 12-22-82) and t h e  M a j e s t i c  Hotels IHS-3) ,  designed by Thompson, 
Sanders and Cinocchio. Designed by George Mann and Eugene John Stern and 
constructed i n  1925, the th i rd  Arl ington Hote l  (HS-60) i s  one of Hot Spr ings '  
mast imposing and picturesque structures. S i ted on a p i v o t a l  corner l o t ,  the 
des ign  of this h a t e l  was clearly inf luenced by the Spanish Renaissance hotel  
tha t  preceded it. Designed by two of Arkansas ' most g i f t e d  architects, the 
A r l  ington is the largest hotel in Hot Springs today, Built i n  1926, the  Howe 
and Majestic are both constructed o f  red brick and feature terra c o t t a  detai 1 i ? g .  
* %- 
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The Majest ic  mas b u i l t  on the s i t e  of the Hiram Whittfngton House and i s  con- 
nected t o  the  1902 M a j e t t i c .  

The Central Avenue H i s t o r i c  District clearly illustrates the evolut ion o f  the  
comnercial core of Hot Sptings, possessing representative examples of a v a r j  e t y  
of building periods, types and styles t h a t  reflect the .ever-changing needs and 
tastes  of this spa comnunity between 1880 and 193Q. The majority of storefronts 
have been "face lifted" or "modernized" over the years, w i t h  alurnlnum and glass  
being the most comnanly used replacement m a t e r i a l s ,  though several feature 
structurat glass o r  t i l e .  Most transoms have been covered, the doors replaced 
and the awnings removed. A modern wood, steel and fiberglass canopy covers the 
sidewalk i n  f r o n t  of each building, significantly d e t r a c t i n g  from the district's 
appearance. The majority of f irst  floor interi~rs have been altered i n  an 
e f f o r t  t o  create a modern retai l  atmosphere appealing to tourists, whereas the 
upper floors have retained a high  degree of  integrity. The facades of several  
h i s t o r i c  buildings have been carered w i t h  contemporary materials,  such as corru- 
gatmk.; m e t a l  and cast s tone panels.  

Survey Methodoloqy 

A reconnaisance survey o f  Central Avenue was first undertaken i n  March and April 
o f  1977 by Inez Cline and Sharon S l a g l e .  A second reconnaisance surrey o f  the 
area was performed by t h e  AH?? s ta f f  in February 1984. Eva luat ion  of collected 
d a t a  determined t h e  h i g h e s t  degree of s i g n i f i c a n t  historical and architectural 
f a b r i c  was located between 205 Park and 702 Central ,  T h a t  area composes t he  
basis  of the nomination, w i t h  the exclusion of 8athhouse Row which was 1 i s t e d  on 
the  National Register i n  November 1974. 
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Co., 19123. 
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DATES OF CONSTRUCT ION 

1. HS-47: Rix-Adamson Bui ld fng  118863 
2. HS-1 : Hotel Hay (c. 1887) 
3.  HS-13: 210 Central (1889) 
4 .  HS-27: Nicholas Hotel Ic. 1890) 

HS- 45 : 
HS-23: 
HS-24: 
HS-6 : 
HS-7 : 
HS-8 : 
HS-9 : 
HS-21 t 
HS-46: 
HS-55 r 
HS-56: 

Gaines Ruilding 618901 
304 Central  (c. 1890) 
308 Central (c.  1890) 
McTague Building Cc. 1891) 
Douglas Building (c .  18913 
Simon Meyer Building Cc. 1891) 
OtBryan Building ( c .  18913 
Southern C 1 vb C 1893 ) 
Stitt Buflding (1895) 
McLaughlEn Building ( c .  1895) 
702 C e n t r a l  (c ,  1895) 

HS-14: 212-218 Central ( c .  1900) 
HS-57: 111-121 Central Ic .  1900) 
HS-2 : M a j e s t i c  Hotel  (1902) 
HS-22: Dugan-Stuart Bui lding (1904) 
HS-51: Surnptcr-Litt le B u i l d i n g  (1904) 
H5-10: O s c a r ' s  Bakery (c. 1905 1 
HS-28: Ohio Club (c. 1905) 
HS-34: Spear Building tc. 1905) 
HS-41: Kempner's Building ( c .  1905) 
HS-30: The Chicago F l a t s  (c .  19951 
HS-31: Savory Hotel (c. 1910) 
HS-33: Hale Block (c. 1910) 
HS-42: Simon Mendel Building (c .  19103 
HS-34: Schneck" Drug Store I c .  1910) 
HS-29: &Thompson Bui l d i n g  (1913 
HS-53: Kress B u i l d i n g  ( c .  1915) 
HS-16: Albert Mendel Building (c. 1915) 
HS-17:  Rector Buildfng (c .  19153 
HS-II: Qesoto Mineral Springs 8ui ld ing (c .  1915 1 

-. 
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HOP SPRINGS CENTRAL AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT 

C O D E / D E T E K M I N A T  PPUPPETY / DATE CONSTRUCTED ADDRESS 

HS-I{C) Hotel Hay (c .  1887) 205 Park 
HS-2{C)  M a j e s t i c  Motel (1902) ParkZarrQ & Central 
HS-3CC) M a j e s t i c  Hatel (1926 1 Park & Central 
HS-4 (C) ,  110-112 Central Cc193S ) 110-112 Central 
HS-S(NC) Medic Drugs ( ~ 1 9 4 0 )  114 Central 
HS-6( C E McTague 0 1 dg . (1891 1 I20 Central 
H S - 7 ( C )  Doug1 as 8 I dg , (~1891) 122-124 Central 
HS-8(NC)  Simon Meyer Bldg. (el8911 126 Central 
HS-91 NC3 0 "ryan B 1 dg , ~18911 128 Central 
HS-lo(  Cl Oscar" Bakery ( ~ 1 9 0 5 )  130-142 C e n t r a l  
HS-11(C) OeSoto Minera l  Spr ings ( ~ 1 9 1 5 )  150 Centra l  
H S - l Z ( ' N C )  Parking Lo t  ----------- 
HS-13 (C 1 210 Central 11889) 210 Central 
H S - I Q I C )  212-218 Central Ec1900) 212-218 Central 
HS-15 (YCl  A l l  S t a t e  Liquor & News 220 Central 

Cc. 1965) 
HS-16CC) Albert Mendel Bldg.  (~1918)  224 Central 
HS-17CNC1 Rector B l d g .  1 ~ 1 9 1 5 )  226 Central 
HS-18(NC I Parking Lot  ---------- 
HS-I9(C 1 Medical Arts  Bldg. (19291 236 Central 
HS-20( NC 1 Ar is tocrat  Motor Inn l el965 238-248 Central 
HS-211C.l Southern Club 11893) 250 Central 
HS-221C 1 Dugan-Stuart 01 dg* (1904 1 256-264 Central 
HS-23 (C  1 304 Central (~1890) 304 Central 
HS-24ICl 308 Centra l  ( ~ 1 8 9 0 )  338 C e n t r a l  
HS-25 (hC) Park ing Lot  
HS-26 (NC)  328-330 Central (~1920) 328-330 Central 
HS-27 (C)  Nichlas Hotel Ec1890) 332-334 Central  
HS-28IC) Ohio Club (~1905)  335 Central 
HS-29C C )  Thompson 01 dg* Ic1913 1 340-346 Central 
dS-30C C 1 Chicago F l a t s  (~1905) 348 Central 
H S - 3 1 ( C l  Savoy H o t e l  ( ~ 1 9 1 0 )  350 Central 
HS-32(NC 1 Mini-Park ---------- 
HS-33(C) Hale 8lock (~1910) 360-366 Central 
HS-34(C) Spear 81dg. (~1905) 368 Central  
HS-35 ( NC 1 Blake Jewelry Store ( ~ 1 9 3 0 )  402 Central 
HS-361 C 1 Holly Apartmntr ( ~ 1 9 3 0 )  404 Central 
HS-37(C) N a t i o n a l  L ~ g g a g e S h o p ( c l 9 3 0 )  438Centsal = 

NS-38CC) U. C. Noadcock Bldg. (~1929) 413 Central 
HS*39(CE Pal ace Apartments C ~ 1 9 3 0 )  414 Central 
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Hot Springs Souvenir and Rock 
Company 1 c1965 1 

Kempner 83 dg. C cl905 1 
Simon Mndel Bldg. (~19101 
Parking Lot 
Frankie's Restaurant ( ~ 1 9 6 5 )  
Gaines Bldg.  (1890) 
S t i t t  Bldg. (1895) 
R ix-Adamson B l  dg . (1886 ) 
Walgreen' s 81dg. (~1920) 
F i r s t  Nat ional  Bank (1977) 
Security National Bank (1923) 
Sumpter-Little 81dg 11904) 
Paramount Theater ( ~ 1 9 4 0 )  
Kress Bldg. ( ~ 1 9 1 5 )  
Schneck's Drug Store ( ~ 1 9 1 5 )  
McLavghlin Bldg. IcI.895) 
702 Central (~1895)  
111-121 Central (~1900) 
Oowntowner Motor Inn ( 1963 1 
H o w  Hotel (1926) 
Sheer Cadi 1 lac Bldg, EcI.9251 
Parking L o t  
Wade C l i n i c  (1927) 
Arl ington Hotel 11925 ) 

418 Central  

420-422 Central 
424 Central ---------- 
$10 Central 
514 Central 
516 Central 
518-520 Central 
524 Central 
530 Central 
606 Central  
610-614 Centr a1 
616-618 Central 
620 Central 
624 Central 
700 Central 
702 Central  
111-121 Central 
135 Central 
201 Central 
209 Central 
---am----- 

231 Central 
Fountain and Central 

*C = Contributing Structures 
NC= Noncontr ibut ing Structures 
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HS-13 

HS- 14 

Parking Let 

210 Central 

212-218 Central 

Aristocrat Manor, LTD 
C/O Federal Nat ' 1 Mortgage Assoc 
TOO1 Bryan Tower, Sui t e  3 200 
Dallas, TX.  75201 

Peter & Mildred N i c k s i c  
2805 Ma 1 vern Avenue 
H o t  Springs , AR 7 1901 

Harris-Ellis Realty, Inc.  
c/o Arkansas Bank B Trust  
d0T Center, Center & Market 
Hot Springs , A R .  71 901 

A1 1 State Liquor and News Margurei t e  Jackson 
220 Central 120 F l i n t  Street 

H o t  Springs, AR. 71902 

A1 bert Mendel Bui 1 ding Rector Estate 
224 Central P. 0. Box 509 

H o t  Springs, AR. 71902 

Rector Bui 1 ding 
226 Central 

Parking L o t  

Rector Estate  
Address Above 

Rector Es t a  t e  
Address Above 

Medical Arts Building Medical A r t s  Partners 
236 Central Central Towers Building 

236 Central Avenue 
Hot Springs, AR. 71901 

Aristocrat Motor Tnn A r f  r tocra t  Manor, LTD 
238-248 Central c/o Federal Nat  V . Yortcage 

Assoc, 
2001 Bryan Tower, Sui t e  1200 
Dal las ,  TX. 75201 

Southern C't ub 
250 Central 

Joseph! ne Tussaud 
Wax Museum 
250 Central 
Hot Springs, AR. 71901 

Dugan- Stuart Bwi-1 d l  ng H i 7 1  Wheatley - 
256-264 Central 135 Central Avenue 

Hat S p r h g s ,  AR. 71901 
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304 Central H i  l 1 Hhea tley 
Address Above 

303 Central Hi 11 Wheatley 
Address Above 

Parking Lo t  City o f  H a t  Springs 
c Jo Hon. J i  rn Randal 1 
P .  0. Box 700 
H o t  Springs,  AR. 71901 

328-330 Centra 1 Hi 17 Wheat1 ey 
Address Above 

Ni chol as Hotel 
332-334 Central 

H i  7 1 Wheat? ey 
Address Above 

Ohio Club 
336 Central 

tiill Wheatley 
Address Above 

Thompson Bui 1 ding 
340-346 Central 

Hill klhcatley 
Address Above 

The Chicago Flats 
348 Central 

Chasl es Francf s Carrol l 
I511 Winslow 
L i  t t t e  Rock, A R .  72207 

Savoy Hotel 
350 Central 

Hi1 1 Wheatley 
135 Central Avenue 
Hot Springs, AR.  71901 

City o f  Hot Sprf ngs 
c/o Hon Jim Randal 1 
P. 0. Box 700 
Hot Springs, AR.  71901 

Stoneci phess 
P a l m  Reader 
P a r s i  an Bazaar 

Hale Block 
360-366 Central 
H o t  Sprfngs, AR. 71907 

Spear Bui 1 ding 
368 Central 

Selim E. G.  Nattor 
c/o A B f  T rust  D i v i s i o n  
ABT Center 
Hot Springs, AR. 71901 

B 1 ake Jewel ~y Store 
402 Central 

Ofamnd K. Realty Ce. 
(Lauray's Jewelers) 
402 Central Avenue 
Hot Springs, A R .  71901 
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Holly Aparbnents 
404-406 Central 

Bernice f .  Mende? 
640 Puapaw 
Hot S p r i  ngs , AR 71 90 1 

N a t i  ana I Luggage Shop 
408 Central 

C7 aude Stoneci pher 
362 Central Avenue 
Hot Springs, AR. 77901 

& 
H i  11 Wheatley 
Address Above 

W .  C. Woodcock Building 
410 Central 

Claude Stoneci pher 
Address Above 

Palace Apartments 
414 Central 

H i  11 Wheatley 
Address Above 

Hot Spr i  ngs Soureni r 
& Rock Company 
428 Central 

Lester Hsvs ton 
P.  0. Box 284 
Hot Springs, AR. 71902 

Kmpner Bui 1 d i  ng 
420-422 Central 

Hill Wheatley 
Addl-ess Above 

Simon Mendel Bui 7 ding F i r s t  National Bank 
(Val n u t  Associates)  
Central & Court 
Hot Spr i  rigs, AR 7 1901 

Parking Lots H i 1  1 Wheatley 
Address Above 

Frankie's Restaurant 
510 Central 

E. M. Thrash, Inc. 
628 8roadway 
Hot Springs, AR 71901 

Gal nes &ui 1 di ng 
514 Central 

E. M. Thrash, Inc .  
Address Above 

S t i t t  Bui lding 
516 Central 

E. M, Thrash, Inc. 
Address Above 

R i  x-Adamson Bui 1 ding 
518-520 Central 

E.M. Thrash, Inc. 
Address Above - 

Ma7 green' s Bui I d i  ng 
524 Central 

Ulmn ,&ger,Cohen ,SchorS & 
Klen'n 
210 East  15th, Apartment 7-1) 
Nen York, NY 10003 
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F i r s t  National Bank 
530 Central 

F i r s t  National Bank 
(Hal nut Associates) 
Central and Court 
Hot Springs, AR. 71901 

Secvri ty National Bank 
606 Central 

First National Bank 
Address Above 

Sumpter-Li ttl e Bui l d i  ng 
610-614 Central 

Leo d Sam Gortenberg 
208 Burchwood 
Hot Springs ,  AR 77901 

Paramount Theater 
616-618 Central 

A. 0 .  Gainer Estate 
c/o F i ~ t  Nati ona1 Bank 
Address above 

Kress Buf l d ing  
620 Central 

Helena Goff 
2 300 Beechwood 
L i t t l e  Rock, AR 72207 

Schneck's Drug Store 
624-26 Central 

Angel a ,Peter, & John Papas 
323 6th Street 
H o t  S p r l  ngs , AR .71913 

MctaughlS n B u i  l d i  ng 
700 Central .  

H i l l  Wheatley 
135 Central Avenue 
H o t  Springs,  AR.  71901 

702 Central Hf 11 Wheatley 
(Address Above) 

111-121 Central H i  1 l Wheatley 
(Address Above) 

Oawntawner Hotel 
135 Central 

Hill Wheatley 
{Address Above) 

Howe Hotel 
201 Central 

Jenq Shyong Chen 
201 Central Avenue 
Hot Spri ngs , AR 71 90 1 

Scheer Cadi 11 ac Bui 1 d i  ng Arlington Hotel , I nc ,  
209 Central Central 8 Fountain 

- Hot Springs , AR 71 90J 
Attention: Horst F i  scher 

Parking L o t  A r l  f ngton Hotel , I RC. 
(Address Above) 
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Wade Clinic 
237 Central 

Arl f ngton Hotel , 1 nc . 
(Address Above) 

Arlington Hotel Arl-lngton Hotel, Inc. 
Faun t a i  n and Central (Address Above ) 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 

See contlnuatf  on sheets. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acnq.o(nomln.1 .dpmp~ a P P -  2 2  s q .  acreas  
Owmdrangh rum W t h ,  Ark.  
'UT M Rdermcr, 

A 141 941 82 101 I 
T o m  Emsting Northing 

' IY l~ 81911 16 1 B 1 1 ft11(14i6) 
Lone Easting Nart'hrng 

V m h d  bourcdary dmmcdption mnd jostrficrrlo~ 
The district begins a t  205 Park and runs south along the west side o f  Central Avenue t o  
702. On the east side of Central Ave. the district runs frm 111 Central to t he  Arlington 
Hotel a t  Fountain and Central. ( I  raal d p q c r i o w  far p ~ h m n g  on . . .  

C I I P ~  eY 
~1.t ail mtatmr m n ~  cumtias for prapmrtiac ovmrtapping strtm mr cwnty bau~dmviaa form. 1 
shtm N/A code county e d c  

1 1 Farm Prepared By 
.-~k Julfe Vosmfk and J e f f  tewellen 

' AHPP orwniutlon date June 8, 1984 

st- & n u m b  Svi  t e  200, 225 Markham 

city ortown L-i ttle Rock atme Arkansas 

12, State W istoric Preservation Officer Certification 
Rn wmlu.tsd dgnWlc8nce of this property wlthln the state is: 

Al th.  dHlgnrtad State Histork Prcsswbtlon OWle8r tor the National Histode Preservrtlon Act 01 7 9 8 8  (Public Lsw 89. 
665). I hsrmby nornlnmta this proprty far incfwsion Jn ths National RqCter and certtty that it has been evaluated 
sccordfng to tho criteria and procedures set fort 

SUM Mstorie Pmmation UWhr sigrutun 

Fur HPS uw only 
I r n ~  thrl. mlm Im lneludad In t h .  Natlorul Rogistu 



HOT SPRINGS CENTRAL AVENUE 
HISTORIC DISTRICT 

ARKAflSAS HISTOR EC PRESERVATION PROGRAM 

Survey Number HS- I  Owner M a j e s t i c  Hote l  

Property Name Hotel Hay 

- Location Hot  Springs, AR 

Address Park  & Central 

Signif icant  DateJs c. 1887 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The oldest h o t e l  i n  the  district, the  Hotel Hay, i s  a four story brick b u i l d i n g  
w i t h  an 82-foot wide facade embellished w i t h  a tall, elaborately-detailed car- 
n i c e ,  p i l a s t e r s  and quoins  of pressed metal. Windom are one-over-one double-  
hung wi th  the except ion o f  those of t h e  first f loor  which have been replaced. 
An in te res t ing  f e a t u r e  o f  the  b u i l d i n g  i s  i t s  irregular arrangement o f  fenestra- 
t ion ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  three p a i r s  of windows, flanked to the left by two single  
windows and t o  the  r i g h t  by four single windows. Though no longer i n  exir tance,  
ornate hood mouldings originally adorned the windows located on the upper floors 
between the p i  1 asters. The o r i g i n a l  store f ron t  consisted o f  two bay windows a t  
the l e f t ,  two doors, and three windows, A 1910 photograph reveals t h a t  the bay 
windows had been removed by t h a t  date. Considered one of the  C i ty 's  f i n e s t  
hote ls  when constructed, the H o t e l  Hay was built in f ron t  of and was connected 
to the Hay House, a small frame hotel i t  was intended t a  supplement. The 40 
room h o t e l  boas ted  wide airy hallways and rooms en suite, with an o f f i ce ,  p a r l o r  
and r e a d i n g  room on the  f i r s t  f loor .  Sometime before 1915, t h e  Hay Hause was 
demo 1 i s  hed. 

Alterations to the building include the addition of the e x i s t i n g  canopy, the 
addit ion and removal of a tw story front porch, the stuccoing o f  the  first 
floor and the pa int ing  o f  the brick. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This ir  the oldest remaining hotel i n  t h e  Central Avenue D i s t r i c t .  I t  was b u i l t  
i n  f r o n t  o f  the  1870's Hay House around 1887. They were incorpora ted  and jo ined  
together as t h e  Hotel Hay and later the St. Charles Hotel until t h e  rear sect ion  
containing t h e  Hay House was destroyed around 1910. The 1887 addit ton remained 
to  exper ience several  remodel ings over the  years, b u t  the basic 18809 st ructure  
remains. The Hotel Hay was built circa 1887 and was among the f i r s t  major 
hotels i n  Hot Spr ings  t o  change from frame t o  b r i c k  construction. The four- 
story building a t  Division and Park contained water-closets on every f l oo r ,  and 
claimed to be the  only hotel i n  Hot Spr ings heated by steam. I t  was altered and 
changed around t h e  turn of the century and renamed the  S t .  Charles Hotel. I t  
was remodeled again i n  t h e  1920's with H. Oougherty as owner and manager. I t  i s  
now called the  Tavern and has been owned by the  Majest ic  Hotel since 1967. 









HOT SPRINGS CENTRAL AVENUE 
H ISTORIC  D ISTRICT 

Survey Number HS-2 

ARKANSAS HISTORIC PRZSERVATf ON PROGRAM 

Owner Majest ic Hotel 

Property Name Ma jest i c Hotel Address Park & Central 

Locat ion Hot Springs, AR Hot Sprinqs, AR 71901 

Significant Date/s 1902 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

Though nowhere near the s i z e  of the  Eastman, Park or Arlington, the Majest ic was 
a large hate7 for i t s  day. Constructed on the formr s f t e  of the Avenue Hotel 
i n  1902, t h i s  symmetrical f i v e  story br ick  structure o r i g i n a l l y  had a 
classically-detailed one story balustraded porch in front of the central 
entrance. Several features distinguish t h i s  bui lding from a l l  others i n  the  
d i s t r i c t ,  the most notable being t h e  rounded projecting corners, the f i f t h  f l o o r  
bulls-eye windows, the  Palladian-inspired windom and doors with dentilled 
deta i l ing  t h a t  o r i g i n a l l y  opened onto balconies, and the two bay projections. 
With the  exception o f  those already mentioned, windows are one-over-one double- 
hung with  stone l i n t e l s  and sills. The entrance and storefronts have been 
a l t e r e d  and the brick painted. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The original 1902 M a j e s t i c  i s  one of the oldest of the large resort hotels i n  
the Central Avenue D is t r ic t .  I t  remains one of the most successful and distinct 
hotels i n  H o t  Springs. The or ig ina l  1902 Majest ic  Hote l  a t  Whi t t ington  and Park 
stands on t h e  s i t e  of the Avenue Hotel which was built i n  the early 1880's. The 
four story brick structure also contained a bathhouse under the same r o o f ,  I n  
1902, the M a j e s t i c  was owed by Harry Jones. I t  was purchased by Southwest Motel  
Company i n  1929. 





HOT SPRINGS CEYTRAL AVENUE 
HISTORIC DISTRICT 

ARKANSAS HISTORIC PRESERY AT ION PROGRAM 

Survey Number HS-3 Owner Majest ic  Hotel 

Property Mame Ha jes t i c Ho te  1 Address Park  & Central 

Location Hot Springs, AR Hot Sprinqs, AR 71901 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

Constructed on the s i t e  of the  Whittington House i n  1926, the second Majestic 
H o t e l  i s  an e ight  story brfck structure connected to t h e  first Majest ic  Hotel on 
the r i g h t  and the Lanai  Suites (1958) an the l e f t .  Designed by Sanders and 
Ginocchio, the b u i l d i n g  has a one story entrance and lobby project ion,  t h e  para- 
p e t  o f  which i s  adorned with urns, tha t  faces the s t ree t .  Uindows are  six-over- 
one double-hung wi th  the  exception of the one story section tha t  has multi-paned 
casement windows wi th  f ixed side1 i g h t s  and transom. Four pairs of windows on 
the  seventh f l o o r  have wrought i r o n  balconies. One of the mst d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  
features o f  t h i s  hotel i s  the  rich classical ly- inspired cast ornament tha t  
embellishes the two top and bottom f loors,  such as the i n s e t  panels, the rinceau 
and running Greek banding , corner quoins and cornice project ion have recent l y 
been added. I n  1934 t h e  firm of Thompson, Sanders and Ginnochio was responsible 
f o r  some alterations, the nature of which i s  n o t  known, 

STATEMENT OF S IGN If TCANCE 

The 1926 Majest ic  Hotel represents the growth and importance o f  the M a j e s t i c  
Hotel Company as one o f  the mst successful and important  r e s o ~ t  H o t e l s  i n  Hot 
Springs. I t  shares i n  i t s  architectural d i s t i n c t i o n  w i t h  the 1926 Howe Hotel 
(HS-593 which was also built i n  1926 by the same architects as t h e  M a j e s t i c .  
The 1926 Majestic Hotel stands next t o  t h e  1902 M a j e s t i c  on the s i t e  o f  the 
1830's house o f  H i r a m  Uhi t t i n g t o n ,  The architects on the 1926 Majest ic were 
Jheo Sanders and Frank Ginocchio, Sanders and Ginocchio a lso  b u i l t  t h e  Howe 
H o t e l  (HS-59) i n  1926 on Central Avenue and the Leo N. Levi H o s p i t a l  on 
Whittington Avenue i n  1911. Sanders and Ginocchlo then formed a par tnersh ip  
w i t h  Charles Thompson and designed the Wade Clinic (HS-62) i n  1926, and t he  Park 
Hotel a t  220 Fountain and the R i v i e r a  H o t e l  at  729 Central both i n  1930, A l l  
three of these buildings were included i n  the N a t i o n a l  Register  i n  1982 for  the 
Charles Thompson thematic nomination. Both M a j e s t i c  Hotels were purchased by 
Southwest Hotel Company i n  1929, and H. Grady Manning was manager, 
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HOT SPRINGS CEflTRAt AVENUE 
H ISTORIC  DISTRICT 

ARKANSAS H ISTOR I C PRESERVAT ION PROGRAW 

Survey Number HS-4 Owner E. M. Thrash, Inc. 

Property Name 110 & 112 Central Avenue Address 628 8roadnay 

Location Hot Springs, AR Hot Springs, AR 71901 

Sign i f icant  Date/s c. 1935 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

A three story red brick bui  ?ding  possessing two storefronts, 110 6 112 Central was 
constructed c. 1935. This three bay comnercial structure has one-over-one double- 
hung windows. Typical of the majority of comnercial buildings on Central, t h e  
p l a n  i s  rectangular and t h e  roof i s  f l a t .  

STATEMENT OF SIGHPFICANCE 

This three story b r i c k  building was b u i l t  i n  the late 1930's and housed various 
grocery stores and shops. The Sherman Apartments were on t h e  second and t h i r d  
f l o o r s  in 1946. I t  i s  now Clinton Ant iques and a l iquor Store. Th is  building 
represents the less ornate and more practical c o m r c i  a1 bui ldings t h a t  appeared 
an Central avenue during the  1930's and 1940's. 
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HOT SPRINGS CENTRAL AVENUE 
HISTOREC DISTRICT 

ARKANSAS HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM 

Survey Number HS-5 Owner A l v i n a  Ryozinski 

Property Name Medic Druss Address 616 North Olive 

- Locatt on Hot Springs, AR South Bend, I N  

S i g n i f i c a n t  Date/s c. 1940 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

Constructed c. 1940, t h i s  two s t o r y  buff br ick  structure has a s i n g l e  s toref ront  
embell ished w f  t h  black s t ructura l  glass, The asmetrical fenestrat ion accom- 
modates stairs a t  the r i g h t  that  lead f rom the street t o  the second f loor .  The 
four double-hung windows o f  the second floor are in groups of two, w i th  f o u r  ver- 
t i c a l  1 ights-over-one. The p l a n  and roof are typical  o f  the comercia1 b u i l d i n g s  
i n  t h e  district. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

T h I s  building was b u i l t  i n  the 1940's a t  114 Central and has remained a drug 
store. It i s  an example o f  the plainer, more practical comnercial buildings 
appearing on Central Avenue i n  the 1940". 
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HOT SPRINGS CENTRAL AVENUE 
HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Survey 

ARKANSAS HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAN 

Owner Oonald C. Harbour and Rex L, Nortan 

Property Name Ym. J .  HcTaque Buildfng Address P. 0. Box 1328 

Location Hot Springs, M 1 
Significant Date15 1891 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

T h i s  three story b r i c k  structure has one of the d i s t r i c t ' s  f inest  examples o f  a 
pressed metal facade. Each of the two upper floors are penetrated by eleven 
one-over-one double-hung windows separated by pilasters. Panels above each win- 
dow fea tu re  f o l i a t e d  relief. The mst distinguishing features o f  t h i s  
Italianate-influenced b u l l d i n g  i s  the massive pro ject ing  cornice detailed with  
medallions, paired brackets, squat f i n i a l s  at each corner, the name o f  the ori-  
g i n a l  owner and the date of construct ion.  A door a t  the far right o f  the  
storefront, though now covered, originally provided access ta  t h e  street leading 
t o  the  second f loor .  None o f  the original stovefront remains. 

STATEMENT OF S I G H  IFICANCE 

The McTague Building i s  important Tn both i t s  architectural style and i t s  asso- 
c i a t i o n  with  i t s  builder. The style i s  typical of 1890's comnercial buildings 
i n  H o t  Springs, but the uniqueness is the role it p lays  in the grouping o f  
1890's buildings adjacent to it i n  the 100 Block o f  Central. The four buildings 
(HS-6, HS-7, HS-8, and HS-9) consti tute the largest grouping of early 1890's 
buildings on Central Avenue. The McTague i s  the  l a r g e s t  of the four buildings, 
and remains the dominant structure i n  the 100 Block. William McTague had t h i s  
building bui  1 t i n  1891, Mcf ague had been involved i n  local garnbl ing since the 
1870's. McTague survived the gambling feuds o f  the 18803 betwen Frank Flynn 
and Major S. A.  bran.  I n  1884, the townspeople and c i ty  officials expelled 
bath Flynn and b r a n  from t h e  town for crooked gambling prac t ices ,  but  McTague 
managed t o  stay on i n  the gambling business f o r  many years. The building was a 
saloon run by Thomas Hanely i n  1914, and later was the Piggley Wiggley Grocery 
Store w i t h  the G. W. P i t t s  Furnished Rooms on the  t o p  floor i n  the 1920's. I t  
was then Lowery's Food Palace until  the 1970's w i t h  the Southern Hotel on the  
upper floors. It was then bought by Eugene and Mary Francis Stonecipher f o r  the 
Personal Touch G i f t  Shop. HcTague's f i r s t  w n  ( b u i l t  i n  18763 was on the l o t  
o f  the  Southern Club (HS-21) which rep1 aced i t  p n  1893. 





HOT SPRIf iGS CENTRAL AVENUE 
HISTORIC D I S T R I C T  

ARKANSAS HISTORIC PRESERVAT [ON PROGRAM 

Survey Number HS-7 Owner Hill Wheatley 

Property Name Oouq 1 as Bu i 1 d i  nq Address 135 Central Avenue 

Location Hot Springs,  AR Hot Springs, AR 71901 

S i g n i f i c a n t  Date/s c. 1891 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRlPTIOH 

Constructed i n  1891, the same year as i t s  two contiguous neighbors, t h e  Douglas 
B u i l d i n g  i s  a two story three bay structure, w i t h  a massive bracketed and pedi- 
rnented pressed metal corn ice  tha t  bears t h e  original owner" same. 8 r i ck  
pilasters f l a n k  each o f  t h e  three second f loor  arched fenestrat ions which are  
composed o f  th ree  one-over-one double- hung ni ndows wi th  transoms. Though 
substantially altered, the storefront still re ta ins  four cast i r o n  pilasters and 
the transom above t h e  c e n t r a l  s t a i r  door. 

STATEMENT OF 5 IGN IF ICANCE 

The Doug1 as Bui  ? d i n g  a t  122-124 Central  was b u i  ? t  circa 1891. By 1892, 122 was 
a meat market and 124 was the Lyrie Grocery Store.  124 remained a grocery s t o r e  
u n t i l  1915 when i t  became a r e s t a u r a n t .  122 was a drug store from 1908 t o  the 
mid-1920%* and the  upper floor contained t he  Utah Rooms. En the 19401s, it 
contained the Apple Apartments and the D i x i e  Coffee Shop. Et was recently the 
Magnolia C o t t a g e  Gift Shop a t  124, and the  N i g h t  T r a i n  Nightclub a t  122. The 
upper f l o o r  then conta ined the Lansing Apartments. The Douglas B u i l d i n g  i s  i n  
the  midd le  o f  the group of l a t e  nineteenth century b u i l d i n g s  on the  100 Block of 
Centra l  Avenue. They share simflar architectural styles and similar backgrounds 
i n  t h e i r  uses over the  years. Together, they are t h e  largest grouping of 1890's 
buildings adjacent t o  each other i n  the Cent ra l  Avenue D i s t r i c t .  the Douglas 
B u i l d i n g  i s  an example o f  the  1890's s tores  invo lved  w i t h  groceries and dry 
goods. 
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HOT SPRINGS CENTRAL AVENUE 
H ISTOR IC D I S T R I C T  

ARKANSAS HISTORIC PRESERVAT [OR PROGRAM 

Survey Number HS-8 Owner E. M. Thrash, Inc. 

Property Name Simon Meyer Bu i 1 ding Address 628 Broadway 

Locat ion  Hot Sprfnqs, AR Hot Springs, AR 71961 

Signi f icant  Oate/s c. 1891 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTlON 

Two stor ies  i n  height with a pressed metal cornice, the Simon Meyep Building i s  
o f  b r i c k  construct ion w i t h  four  double-hung wlndows on the second f loor .  The 
a l t e r e d  single storef ront  has been changed from the  original, though the place- 
ment of the door lead ing  t o  the s t a i r s  has been retained. Alterations include 
the a d d i t i o n  o f  a second floor wought i ron  balcony, t h e  covering o f  the second 
f l o o r  windows with louvered shutters and the stuccoing of the facade below t h e  
balcony reof f o l l o w i n g  the removal o f  the o r i g i n a l  pressed metal  f r o n t .  

STATEMENT OF S I G N  IFICANCE 

The Simon Meyer Bui ld ing  i s  p a r t  of the grouping of njneteenth century buildings 
on the 100 Block tha t  stand as the la rges t  grouping of 1890's bui ld ings  adjacent 
t o  each other i n  the Central Avenue Pirtrict. The Simon Meyer Building also 
represents one of the f i r s t  businesses run by Mr. #eyer who was one of the  most 
successful merchants i n  1890's Hot Springs. Simon Meyer had t h i s  bu i ld ing  
constructed a t  126 Central for h i s  clothing store i n  the early 1890's. I n  1923, 
i t  was a dry goods store owned by, Mrs. Rosa Meyer, I t  later became the 
Walkowitz General Store and more recently the  Oyster Bar Res tauran t .  the 
b u i  l d i n g  was altered i n  1956 along w i t h  128 Central by Qerrel l S i m s .  





HOT SPRINGS CENTRAL AVENUE 
H ISTORIC DISTRICT 

ARKANSAS H I  STOR IC PRESERVATIOH PROGRAM 

Survey Number 6 - 9  Owner Andres Derrell Sims 

Property Name 0' Bryan Bui l d i  nq Address Black Orchid Lounge 

Location Hot Sprinqs, AR 128 Central Avenue 

S igni f fcant  Qatc/s c. 1891 Hot Springs, AR 71901 

ARCH ITECTVRAL DESCRIPTION 

Though reta in ing an ornate cornfce, t h e  m a j o r i t y  of the facade o f  t h i s  building 
was altered during a mid-1950's remodeling. Removed a t  t h e  t i m e  was most o f  the 
o r i g i n a l  pressed metal f r o m  the second floor, a f t e r  which t h e  brick was stuccoed 
t o  match the  Simon Meyer B u i l d i n g  next  door. Other a l terat ions include the 
covering o f  the three p a i r s  of double-hung second f l o o r  windows and the addition 
o f  the wrought i r o n  balcony. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The O'Bryan Building i s  an excellent example of the  l a t e  n ine teenth  century 
buildfngs constructed along Central Avenue as a saloon or private club. I t  i s  a 
v i t a l  element i n  the group of early 1890's buildings tha t  are  adjacent t o  each 
other on the 100 Block of Central. Few groupjngs of 1890's buildings such as 
t h i s  remain i n  Hot Springs. The 01t3ryan B u i l d i n g  at 128 Central was constructed 
for M. C. OIBryan as a saloon in the early 1890's. The saloon was run by J ,  S. 
Wilk ins  i n  1914, and has remained a saloon t o  this day. I t  was bought and remo- 
deled by Derrell S i m s  i n  1956 when i t  became the & l a c k  Orchid B a r  and Nightclub.  
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HOT SPRINGS CENTRAL AVENUE 
H ISTOREC DISTRICT 

ARKANSAS HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM 

Survey Number HS- 10 Owner H i l l  Wheatley 

Property Name Oscar ' s Bakery Address 135 Central Avenue 

Locat ion Hot Springs, AR 

S i g n i f i c a n t  Date/s c .  1905 

Hot Springs, AR 71901 

ARCHITECTURAL OESCR IPTION 

Though s imply detailed, Oscar's Bakery is typical o f  the comnerci a1 structures 
constructed along Central Avenue a t  the turn-of-the-century.  An unusual feature 
o f  this building i s  the l e n g t h  of i t s  facade. Second floor one-over-one dauble- 
hung windows are paired w i t h i n  arched openings and four regularly spaced round 
vents  penet ra te  t h e  facade above the first floor. Three pairs o f  closely spaced 
p i l a s t e r s  ind icate  the  o r i g i n a l  placement of three doors w i t h i n  the storefront. 
Though i n d i v i d u a l  storefronts have been a1 tered  over the years, the o r i g i n a l  
configuration has been retained, as have been the  pilaster. Though transoms 
remain, they have been cavered. 

STATEMENT OF S I G N  ZFECANCE 

The b u i l d i n g  a t  130-142 Cent ra l  stands as an example of an ear ly  1900's b u i l d i n g  
t h a t  housed a variety o f  di f ferent  comnercial stores and operations. The tw- 
story b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  at  130-142 Cent ra l  was originally Oscar 's  Bakery in t h e  
early 1900's. This was the  s i t e  of the Cent ra l  8athhouse i n  the 1880's which 
was destroyed a t  the turn o f  the century. In 1915, it became the  W i l l i a m  Wilson 
Bakery, In the 1920's i t  was the Sanitary Bakery. In 1923, W. 0, Graham 
operated a restaurant here as well. I n  the mid-1970's i t  contained the Terminal 
Hotel,  a flower shop, and two n i g h t  c lubs owned by Bob Blanque. 





HOT SPRINGS CENTRAL AVENUE 
HISTORIC DISTRICT 

+ - 

ARKANSAS H TSTOR I C PRESERVATION PROGRAM 

Survey Number HS- I1  Owner Mountafn Valley Sprfngs Co. 

Property Name DeSoto Mineral Springs Address 150 Central Avenue 

Location Hot Springs, AR Hot  Springs, AR. 71901 

S i g n i f f c a n t  Date/s c.1915 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

Constrwcted c .  1915, the DeSoto Minera l  Springs b u i l d i n g  occupies a corner l o t  
on Cent ra l  and i s  one o f  the  district's f inest  i l  l u s t r a t f o n r  o f  the C l a s s i c a l  
Revival .  Always pa in ted  white,  t h i s  f i v e  bay br ick  building was o r i g i n a l l y  two 
stories i n  height .  Sometime between 1915 and 1925 a t h i r d  story was added t o  
accomnodate plans f a r  a dance h a l l ,  As w i t h  a l l  Centra l  Avenue s t ructures ,  the 
architectural ornament i s  concentrated on the front  facade. The two square b r i c k  
corner columns o f  the  facade have moulded c a p i t a l s  d e t a i l e d  wi th  bands o f  bead 
and rell, r inceav  and egg and dart moulding. Identical bands of detail adorn the  
Sour fluted Ionic columns. The elaborate cornice has two rows of egg and d a r t  
moulding surmounted by a row o f  h i g h  relief cast  acroteria w i t h  a cartouche a t  
each corner. The t h f r d  story addition has an overhangfng metal cornice, a 
standing seam double h i p  roo f  and fenestration t h a t  repeats that of the first 
two s t o r f e s .  A1 tera t ions  t o  the b u i  ld ing have been minimal, making i t one o f  the 
most in tact  s t ruc tures  i n  the distr ic t .  A t  an unknown date a canopy was removed 
f r o m  above the central entrance and s i x  1 i g h t  posts  were removed from the f ront  
parapet when the t h i r d  f l o o r  was added. 

STATEMENT OF S IGN IFICANCE 

This building i s  unique because of i t s  archi tectura l  beauty and i t s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  
to  the c o m e t c i a 1  development o f  Central Avenue. It i s  t h e  only bui ld ing  
remaining on Central Avenue that  was built specifically t o  serve as a mineral 
water depot. In addi t ion ,  i t  represents the growth o f  luxury dance h a l l s  on 
Cent ra l  Avenue dur ing the 1920's. It i s  also associated w i t h  the  most success- 
f u l  and famous mineral water company t a  be formed o u t  of Hot Springs as i t  has 
served as the Mounta in  V a l l e y  Water Company's headquarters since the mid-1930's. 
This was o r i g i n a l l y  the Desoto Mineral  Springs B u i l d i n g  when i t  Mas b u i l t  circa 
1910. I t o r i g i n a l l y h a d o n l y t w o  s t o r i e s .  Thespr ing  and b o t t l i n g  p l a n t  were 
d i r e c t l y  behind the b u i l d i n g  on West Mountain. The th i rd  f l o o r  was added c i r c a  
1920 and a luxur ious dance h a l l  was opened. It remained the DeSoto Spr ing  Water 
Depot and DeSoto Dance Hall until 1936 when Mountain Valley Water moved i n to  the 
building. 

Mountain Val ley Water Company was one o f  the earl i est and most successful 
mineral water companies formed around Hot Springs, The springs are located near 
Blakely Mountain about 12 miles north of Hot Springs. Peter E .  Green bought 
the land i n  1872 and constructed a hotel there .  The Mountain Val ley Water 
Company was fornred i n  1883 with  G. G. L a t t a ,  Samuel Fordyce and Samuel S t i t t  as 
1  arge i7nvestors. Zeb lard, director and lessee of €he Arknsas State  
Penitentiary System and a l a r g e  contractor and developer out of L i t t l e  Rock, was 
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Contfnwd (Page 2) 

Survey Nlmbtt HS-11 

Pmpcrty Name DeSoto M I  neral Springs 

STATEKEN1 OF 51 GN I F 1 CANCE ( con t ) 

early 1900's the August Schlaf ley family out  of S t .  Laufs purchased the Mountain 
Val ley Company. Schl af ley 1 ater purchased the OeSoto Sprf ngs Water Company i n  
1924, and merged t h e  two enterprises i n  1936 when he m v e d  the Mountaf n V a l  ley 
o f f i c e  from a storefront on Central t o  the DeSoto Building. 



HS-11 OtSoto Mineral Sprlngs 150 Central 
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HOT SPRINGS CENTRAL AVENUE 
HISTORIC D I S T R I C T  

Survey Number HS-12 

Property H a m  

ARKANSAS HISTOR IC PRESERVAT ION PROGRAM 

Owner Arf s tocrat Manor, LTD. 
c/o Federal Mat i o n a l  Mortgage 

Address Associates 

Location Hot Springs, AR Dallas,  TX 75201 

Signi f icant  Date/s 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

Park ing Lot. 
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HOT SPRINGS CENTRAL AVENUE 
HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Survey Number HS-13 

ARKANSAS HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM 

Owner Peter & Mildred N i c k s i c  

Property Name 210 Central Address 2805 Malvern Avenue 

Location Hot Springs, AR Hot Sprfngs, AR 71901 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

One of the  d i s t r i c t s  most significant examples of a p ~ e s s e d  mtal facade, 200 
Cent ra l  i s  a t h ree  bay three  story structure w i t h  an elaborate cornice supported 
by paired brackets. A metal sunburst ellipse extends above the top o f  the cor- 
nice line and bears the date of construction. Three p a i r s  of one-over-one 
double-hung windows are located between fluted and r ibbed  pressed metal 
pilasters. Third f loor  windows are capped by arched labe l  moulds. Though the 
def in i t ion  of the three bays has been re ta ined  on the f i r s t  f l o o r ,  the 
storefront has been substanti a1 ly a1 tered. 

STATEMENT Of SIGN IF ICAHCE 

The building a t  210 Central j s  the oldest bui Fding i n  the Central Avenue area 
o r i g i n a l l y  devoted to the saloon and hotel industry, I t  i s  a lso unique because of " 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  it lends to the 200 Block. The bui tding at 210 
Central  was bui I t  i n  1889. I t  was originally a saloon w i t h  furnished rooms on 
the t o p  two floors, I n  t h e  early 1900's i t  was known as the Weir Hotel.  I n  the 
1920's i t  was the  Central H o t e l .  I n  the l a t e  1930's i t  became the  I1 l i n o i s  
HoteT and B a r  and remained that through the 1940's. I t  was late Doug's 
Restaurant, and by t he  mid-1970% was named the Cajun Bog, a restaurant  and club 
owned by M i  ldred and Peter N i c k s i c .  





HOT SPR I NGS CENTRAL AVENUE 
HISTORIC  OISTRICT 

ARKANSAS H I S T O R I C  PRESERVAT ION PROGRAM 

Survey Number MS-14 Owner Harr is-El 1 i s  Realty, Inc .  

Property Name 216/218 Central Address c/o Arkansas Bank & T r u s t  

Location Hat Springs, AR A8T Center, Center & Market 

S i g n i f i c a n t  Dateis e ,  1900 Hot Springs, AR 71901 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

216JZ18 Cent ra l  i s  a one s t o r y  br ick  structure, the facade o f  which was covered 
w f t h  w h i t e  sheet metal panels approximately thirty years a f t e r  construction. The 
uppermost row o f  metal panels have green stripes j u s t  below the parapet coping. 
Though altered, t h j s  building i s  an important resource i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t ,  as i t  
i s  one of the few comerial structures t o  have re ta ined i t s  o r i g i n a l  
storefronts,which are wood and glass n i th  continuous transoms. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The b u i l d i n g  a t  212-218 Central 3s a good example of an early twentieth century 
building conta in ing  several different stores i n  the same structure. I t  housed 
some o f  the more successful early drug stores and pharmacies in H o t  Springs. 
Th is  one story building was constructed circa 1900. I t  has contained a variety 
o f  shops and small stores through t h e  years. I n  1905, 218 was Jackson's 
Pharmacy. T h i s  la ter  became Angles Drug Store. In the 19203, i t  contained 
Anderson's Cleaners,  Reed Restaurant, and Mooter Photo Shop. En 1928, i t  con- 
t a i n e d  D r .  0. C, Lee's o f f i c e  and the laboratory  o f  C l i n i c a l  Medicine. By 1930 
i t  remained doctor's of f i ces ,  and f n  1935 i t  returned to being a cleaners, a 
res taurant ,  and the Too Cute Photo Shop. By the  1940's i t  was a liquor Store, a 
news stand,  and Honeycutt furnished rooms. More recently i t  housed t h e  La P e t i t  
Galleries, t h e  Pancake Shop, and t h e  I1 1 i no is  Bar. 






























































































































































































































