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1. Name of Property 
historrc name Old Post Office 
aher nameslsite number 

2. Locatlon 
street & numbes -1 pvlPv;ld U not b r  publicat~on N/A 
cty, town Hot Spr i w s  U n c i n i t y  h'lA 
state Arkansas code k code Al zip code 71901 

3. Classlllcatlon 
Ownership of Property Cstegow of Property 

private 
public-Wl 
public-State 
publie-Federal 

1 bbuildinds) 
district - 

U site - 
U structure 

object 

'dame of related multiple property listlng: 

- 
Number of Assources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

2 buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 

f Tolal 
Number of wntrlbuting resources previously 
listed in the National Register N/S 

4. StatelFderel Agency Certification 
- -. 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation A61 of 1966, as amended. I hereby certify that this 
fl nomination 0 request lor determifiation of eligibili meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the p r d u r a l  and professional requirements set forth in 56 CFR Part g0. 

Stale or Federal amncr and bureau 

I In my opinion, the property mrneetr n d m s  mrt meet the National Register criteria. See sontlnuacian shea. 

Sgnature of mmsnl lng  or other omeial Date I 
Srate or FMeral agency and bureau 

5. National Park Sewlce Certiflcelion 
I. hereby, certify that this property is: 

Qentered in the National Register, 
~ s e  conl~nuation s h ~ .  

mdeterrmined eligible for the National 
Aegrster. h continuation sheet. 

mdetermlned not eligible for the 
National Register, O 

a t e m w e d  from the National Register. 
n o t h e r .  (expla~n:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Actlon 



6. Funetlon or Use 
HvsZoric Functions {enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter calegorles from instructions) 

GC;~,TER~~IE~IPOS~ office ~'ORK IN PROGRESS 

7. Oeacrlptlon 
Arch~lectural Classification Materials (enfer categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions} 

foundatlan Stone/Grani te 
walls S t  one 

Brick 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 
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RK Old POsl k a two story, steel and bricEc public building aesigned in the R a m k m c e  R e v i d  style. 
It is covered with a hipped roof and sum by a raised stom btwmnr 

TW Old mt Omce is of -1 hame wnsln~ction, faced wilh bttff brick and nvo stories in height with a raised 
W e n t .  Its plan is mentially rectangular, with a single story, flat mf historic addition attached to the rear 
of the original tw- b d b g .  A single brick chimney rises horn the roof wward its western end. The hipped 
roof is covered with asphalt shingles and the flat mf on the rear addirbn has a built-up mr mf. The walls are 
faced with brick and stone. and the foundation is dressed in stone. 

The southern or fmnt Eacade is oomposed of four monumental wood windaws qmmeaidy arranged m d  the 
central entrance. The facade is f so divided horizontally into 8 b r i c k - f d  second story and a stone-faced fmt 
story and raised basement. The double-leaF en- features pocket metal security doors to either side and a 
R m  tine window transom above. The m m e  is trimmed with stone voussoirs and a large, decorative keystone. 
The windows which flank the enoance are a h  rrimmed in sandstone and fdled with wood h e .  combination 
~mentJtransoWsi&light windows. The walI space ktween is m e n r e d  with limestone rusticated in s~mple 

-- geomemc and linear patterns, stopping at the springmg fine of the arches, which are then physically and visually 
com~ted by a slightly projecting sandstone lintel. The second story featrrres five evenly-spaced ter:tangular 
windows of idencIcal size and design. Each is trimmed in sandsme with dog-ear mwns  and identical jamb 
moIbngs which descend to a projecting sill and which are each ~nnhao4d beneath by a ~ g u l a  and three 
triangular guue The brick in the wall arwnd the windows and between the hestone below and the wmd 
cornice above is laid in such a fashion as to p d u c e  a diamond-shaped dzaper palm. A thin, rounded band of 
projecting stone mim smunds the building just above the second story windows, and atop the brick wall a tri- 
partite stone frim - consisting of a leaf and tongue course beneath a denlil course which supports an egg and 
dart molding -- is f~shed by a projecacting bracketed w d  cornice with scrollcut rafter ends and an integral 
wppw gutter. The ebvation is d by a Iarge, stone exterior stair with curwed watls a! the s m  level and 
slopxl stoops rising to the entrance. 

The -tern and westem elevations are v i n d y  iden-, with the exception of the fact h t  the mtd bay on 
the fmt flm and bQsement of the mrem elevatiun is an en-. while the central bay on the western elevation 
is a window. Otherwise they lmh are three bays trcross, wih bsernent windows capped with decorative pyramidal 
granite linlels, arched windows on the ftrst flwr of the south elevation. and rectangular windows on the wand 
floor identical m thw on the sc~ond floor of .the swrh ele.c.arion. The fieze and cornice dmds seen earlier also 
mntinue around ihese elevations, as they do mud h e  nwthern elevation. 

The nwthetn or mw elevation is identical to the southern t k w h  on the d floor with identical windows 
placed symmtaically across h fercade. The first floor features the Latek 1909 addition, with iu projecting m i c e  
h e a t h  a brick parnpet mf w all of its three sides. It also is five bays moss, feaMing four symmetrically 
placed arched windows of idenrid sash configmalion as b e  arched windows elsewhere on tfw btrildng flanking 
a central arched enmce which now provides access to the building horn the 1- (c. 1950) loading dock The 
e83m and western elevations of the addition are each three bays long and also feahrre the same arched windows 
with the exception of the southemmosl bay on the western elevation, which features an mhed entrance accessed 
by a saised smne step platform. 

The other exterior &taiIs on the building include elabacate scroll kystones over all arched qmhgs, with the 
two entrances on the original building and the western entrance on Ehe addition featuring even larger keyston=. 
The decmltive smne arch moldmgs wer the windows are replaced by stone voussoh over these three enrrances 
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also. 'lk moldings around the kt-floor windows rest u p  kara t i ve  flukd scroll bmkts which frame the 
interstices between these windows snd basement windows k2m. The singlestory addition also features raised 
stone qudns at the c m m .  

The interior zetains the original red Vermont marble in LIE lobby and s-, including a variety of e k h t e l y  
carved pitaster capitals and Mher Wls. The original q~~nemm oak rniIlwwk far the psd windws md gdhs 
is aImosl completely intact, as we such features as combination lock vaults. Tennessee pink marble in the 
bathorns, and a postal inspectors' w h y  with vision gnlles and peepholes for the purpose of checking on 
the wnscientiousness and honesty of pstal employees. The single story mr section retains its original skylight 
with movable w d  baffles. 

The 1909 single story, flat roof rear section is an historic addition and is designed in an idendcaI style. Otherwise, 
h e  building has undergone a few alterations, although mostly of a cosmetic nature. The rd clay tile mf has 
been q k e d  wifi asphalt shhgln, the w d  casements on the second floor have bten replaced with aluminum 
fixed glass, and She skylight in the fm flwr addition has been covered over with a ballasmi rmf. The arch 
windows have had be pries w i h  the mh itself removed, but lthe original Larger mulZlons remain. 
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The Old Post O f f ~ e  is the finest example of a 'Renaissance Revival design in downtown Ha Spriags. Its 
abundance of elaborately caned and highquality stone on b e  interior and exterior, coupled with the exfmordinary 
aafmmship required in the hying of exletiar brick m n r y  and the assembly of the large h l d s  of marble in 
the hrerior lobbies, elevates it to she atam as one of the most expensive and labar-intensive m c w m  in the city. 

The Old bt Offroe, designed by Tmmq Department architect James b o x  Taylor in 1901, is l d y  significant 
as the most outstanding extant example of the early twentieth centusy kna3- V W C h i c a l  Rev~vd thar 
swept over Amwican archteculral tam after the World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago of 1891-93 - in 
which the high style of most of the exhibition buildings proclaimed a grand and unapolo@tic seturn to the 
Classical European architectural eaditions and a w i n g  away from the earlier issue of establishing a unique, 
indigenous American style -- f a d  panic& favm in government commissions, and p s t  offices in particular. 

lames Knm Taylor was Supervising Architect of the Tmmy from 1897 to 1912. At the time, the Treasury 
k p a m e n t  was sesponsible for the design and maion of all public buildings mound the country, and it was the 
Supmising Archiwt's duty to oversee all these commissions. Taylor, a native of Minneapolis, Minnesota, wielded 
a wide influence during thls perid. Though larger government mmissions were frequently designed by p l v a  

4T architects bough the competitive bid process, the g o v m e n t  found it mote expedient and less expensive to 
assign the smaller commissions to the Supervising Architect Such wmmissions almost always included Id post 
offices, and hence Taylor designed postal facilities throughout the nation. 

In 1901 Taylor zinnounosd a mum m the "classic style of architechlte" for government buildings. And though 
the NeocIassical would innuewe virtually every design hzs office produced, the f e d d  governmat had yet to 
establish the policy (which it exmted in 1915) aar standardized all f e d d  consauction and design. Hence, 
Taylor's office tailored each design to its site and volume of activity, resulting in a different design for each 
community. and ultimateIy, a different hterpdm of the Netclassical as well. 

An ahmive m y  of historic p s t  ofice building in Ahmas has not been completed, and so an accurate 
cant of the nmber of post off~es designed by TayIw's office is nor a v W 1 e .  However, the two extant post 
offices lolorn to have k e n  wnmted during rhis period. though s i m h  In style and ovetall effcc~ we not 
comparable in exmt, of elatmale materials and detail. The Old Hot Springs Post Office stands as one of the most 
detailed and elahrate h the mte. This difference may h attributabIe to the starus which Hot Springs enjoyed 
in the early twentieth century as a national park, 8 popular Amencan M t h  resort, and playground for the 
wealthy. 

Such amment and expme, especially in the choice of such a quantity and variety oC stem, inside md w5 is 
also typical of this perid in the W r y  of American architecture (approximately 189c)-19103, when the a c d  
of Large pemnal formnes comblned with h lack of a f&rd income tax to produce the means and the demand 
for large, expensive commissions, even in the public realm. Many state capitols commctd during perid 
are of Ihe finest materials md most grandime design of anything in the history of American architecm, and not 
coincidentally, most are designed in the same Classical Revivd s o n  (e.g. Minnesota, M e  Island. Arkansas, 
and Mississippi; a total of f o m n  were either consmted anew or substantially redesigned during rhis perid). 
The labor-intensive crafmanship evidenced in the detailing of the exzeriot masonry and the ex~nsive minwork 
and vast fields of marble on the interior clearly distinguish the Old Post Office as the finest extant public 
representative of zhis mend in Hot Springs. 



UntM SWea Department of the Interlor 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Mi  number Page 

H i t c M ,  HemyRussell and WiUiam Seale, Templa of Dtnmnw, The S u t ~  Wimh of the U.S.A., (New 
YO& 1976), p ~ .  215-219. 

United States Postal Service, History of hst Ofkc Conmtim. 1900-1940, (Washington, D.C., 1982). 
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Verbal Boundant Dcscri~tion 

A pan of Lot 16, Block 78 of the Hot Springs Reservation as surveyed, mapped and planed 
by the United States Hot Springs Commissioners and being more particularly described as 
follows: Commencing at the southwest comer of the City Park in Block 78 of Ithe 'Hot Springs 
Reservation and formerly known as Cemetery Lot; running thence easterly along the north line 
of Convention Boulevard (nee Benton Street) 150 feet; thence northerly 235 feet to a point 
on the nonh line of the said Park 150 feet easterly of the northwest corner thereof; thence to 
the said northwest m e r ;  hence dong the west boundary line of said Park 262.7 feet to the 
point of beginning. 



8. Statement of Slgnlflcance 
Cen~fy~ng official has consbdered the significance of this property in relation to other prqnfes:  

netionally stetewide locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria A 0 C D 

Crfteria Considerations (Exceptions) A US DD OF DG 

Areas d Significance (enter mtegories from Instructkns) Period of SlgnMicanoe Slgnifieant Dates 
A r c h i t w e  w'h 

Significant Person 
N/ A 

State significance of props%. and justify criteria, criteria considefatbns, and areas and prlods of signmcance noted a m .  



9. Major Blbllgraphical References 

See continuation sheet 
Prsviws dmumentstian on tile (NPS): 
C] preliminary determination of Endividual tisting (36 CFR 67) 

has bsen reauested 
previously listed in the National Rqister 
pmviously determined sligible by the NaSbnaI Register 
designsled a National Hlstoric Landmark 
recorded by Misloric American Buildings 
Survsy # 

recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Primary location of additional data: 
State historic preservation office 
Other State agency 
Federal agency 
Local government 

Ij University 
mhea 

Spacify reposilory: 
Record C 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property ~ S S  than One 

UTM References 
A 141915141 8101 13r8Il i8121315 1 

tone Eashng Northing 
B l L l  u u 

Zone Easting Northing 

See continuation sheet 

Verbal Bwndary Descriplion 

sea continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

This bound- includes a l l  the property historically associated with this resource. 

see continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
narndtitle B r m e  t h S t  o m .  Architectural fis toria 
organization .Arkansas H i s  W c  Prestrvation Program date 13. 1990 b 

~ r m  & number 225 E. k k h m  S t .  , Suite 200 telephone ( 501 3 371-2 763 
crty or t o m  L i t t l e J i o ~ k  stale Arkansas zip d e  72201 




















































































