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The Harley E. Green House is a two-storey frame structure which uses the Latin 
cross plan, There are shed roofed piles between each leg of the cross. F r o n t  
(east) p i l e s  are porches and rear piles ( w e s t )  are small shed roofed rooms. . 

A narrow shed roofed porch projects from tkte kitchen. The roof is gabled with 
a central chimney and gable pediments have imbricated shingles and are joined 
by carved vergeboards. The half  gables of t h e  sheds have imbricated shingles. 
The structure is finished in weatherboard. Porches are supported by turned 
posts and by jigsaw brackets. Turned balustrades link'the lower postsJand 
t u r n e d  rod and spool work links the upper axea of the posts. Windows on the 
front cross leg are perzjmented as is t he  window on the lower nor th  leg. Dpper 
windows on the north and south elevations and windows on the rear are butt- 
board-with slim cornice mlds. >lullions are asynunetrieallv placed on the front 
(east) leg and on the rear l eg .  There is a s ing le  pedimented dormer w i t h  gabled 
roof on the rear. 

The f ron t  entrance door has a four-light panel; below is a radiating sun design. 
Over the four-lights is a carved broken pediment design- Interior doors and 
some windows have bull" eye corner and plinth blocks. O t h e r  windows are dec- 
orated w i t h  fan design corner blocks and have carved f a  and f loral  design top 

I 
5r 

pieces. An open s t a i r  with a round turn leads upstairs, The stair is paneled 
with curved fan and floral designs. Supporting the stair is a richly carved t.;2 

column. A vine wraps the column shaft. Above the  circular necking is a stylized 
Ionic  capital. In the dining room,is  a carved built-in cabinet, The two glazed 
upper doors are decorated with fan desiqns. D r a w e r s  have saw-tooth-cuts,and 
the top piece is a sc ro l l  like design. I 
On the rear of the property is a gabled roof barn, once used to house the 
family carriage and livestock. 
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STATEMENT 9F- SIGNIFICANCE I 
The Earley E, Green Eouse in western Arkansas is ul historically significant 
structure representiqg a m a 1  town which was greatly a£ fecCed by a nineteenth 
century gold and silver rush. Architectnrally, the Harley E. Green H o u s e  is a 
carpenter's fantasy. The house, constructed in 1885, is richly detailed w i t h  
Eastlake-cut doors, windows, cabinets, and s ta i r s .  The aspmetricdl mullions of 
the windows are unusually designed. Even the plan, a Latin Cross, is an oddity 
in a per id  where most vernacular buildings w e r e  rectangular in plan w i t h  a 
sinqle gmjeetkng bay, The house, w h i l e  not belonging to any particular style 
(although the house does have s o m e  Queen Anna elements in i t s  shingle work, and 
turned and bracketed posts and carvings), is certainly a significant vernacular 
cottage. 

Bear City, Arkansas, is an area rich in his tory ,  both fact and fiction. In t h i s  
section of the s ta te  was one of the Largest qold and silver booms in the history 
or' Arkansas. The 1880 census of Bear C i t y ,  Arkansas, lists a f e w  farmers and 
small businesses. Rumors of gold and silver began a few years later, causing 
the population to s w e l l  as miners and speculators f l d e d  the area. ' Many of the  
farmers in the community did not accept the rumors of gold de-=sits; L l e y  took 
advantage of high land prices, sold out, and mved away f r o m  Bear City. A t  the 
height of the "boorn'"B~er City was larger t h an  the Garland County seat, R a t  Springs, 
The town contained a flourishing business distr ict ,  including twenty-seven hotels, 
and supported three newspapers. 

Hawley E. Green, a local woodcraftsman,was h l i e v e d  to have set t led  in Bear C i t y  
around 3851. Prior to t h e  boom, he had establfshed a small factory which pro- 
duced chairs, violins,and grandfather c l o s k s ,  all del icately designed and c m d  
by Green. With the vast  enlargement of the population of B e a r  C i t y ,  Green formed 
a company with another local craftsman known as  the Bixby and Green Construction 
Company. Green also maintained M f  ownership in a mining interest, and ran a 
drugstore and a grkst mill. addition to these activities, Harley Green housed 
the local telephone exchange in his home an6 served as J u s t i c e  of  the Peace in 
the  earrmtunity. 

With the great demand for new construction and design talents brought about by 
the gold and silver boom, Green's services were often requested, The Bixby 
and Green construction Company was responsible for most of the new construction 
in B e a r  C i t y  brought abaut as a result of the  baa% Although there are no 
exact records td indicate the number of structures Green designed and built, 
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it is believed to be well over f i f t y .  Today there are only four structures left 1 
which represent Harley E. Green's workmanship in Bear C i t y ,  Arkansas. Accepted I 
to be the finest example remaining of Green's t a l e n t s  is the home he constructed 
for himself in 1885. 

The gold and silver b o o m  in Bear C i t y  began to decline in 1895 as rrfiners rea l ized  
it was costing them more to extract t h e  m e t a l  than it was worth. By 1900 hundreds 
of residents had left Bear C i t y ,  leaving over one-hundred mining shafts behind. 
Bear C i t y  continued its decline u n t i l  1933 when t h e  discont inuat ion of l oca l  
postal service officially marked the end of the town" 5rief history- 

Todzy Bear C i t y  is inhabited by a few year-round res idents ,  but it ls,mosEooften 
noted as an area one passes in heading toward Lake Ouachita- This man-made lake 
destroyed another "gold boom" town known as C r y s t a l ,  thus making Bear City the 
last remaining reminder of the gold rush in Garland County. The Harley E. Green 
house, in addition to architectural ~ i p i f i c a n c e ~ p s ~ e s s e s m e r i t  in i t s  represen- 
t a t i o n  of t h e  gold and silver boom in Bear City. 
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