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DESCRIPTION 
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COI*IDlTIQ;U C H E C K O N E  ,, CHECK ONE 

YEXCELLENT ,DETERICRATED AUXALTCTEREO , I M R I G I X A L  SITE ' 

,GOOD ,RUINS A L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE 
\1 

4.- .- 
,FAIR _UNEXPOSED c _- .. 

* <  
-. 

DESCRl9Ef HE PRESENT AND OZIS !NAt  (IF KNOWN) PHYSlCAt APPEARANCE . . 
r _  

;-. 
: .'? 

K i l d w m d  is consfdared to be the f i n e s t  example of eclectic Victorian 5.- s ,, . , 
architecture constructed in Hot. Springs. Designed by Phillip Van Pat ten  . I .; . -. 
a.rd built for h i s  brother-in-law, Dr. Harvey Prosper Ellsworth, in 1884,  ?A. ..>, r -.% 
the  house is a bulky collectior, of towers and pavilions, which enclose :.-. - . z :. 
an extraordinary hardwood i n t e r i o r  and an equally fantastic array of ? -'.F 

5 
antique S~nishings. C -5 

;:-4 
T 
*, :+q .--.-z 

Ths style of the building is wedged somewhere between Stick Style and <,.- -. .,+ 
;. 4 

Shingle Sty l e ,  or it can be fit into that commn pool of eclectic, wooden k 3 . A 

arehikecture known as Queen Anne. The two-and-one-half-storey house features - - - .? 
;. 2 

multiple-form, high-pitched r o o f i n g ,  a variety of exterior colors znd textures,  L 'j 
irregularity of plan and massing, a rounded corner turret, gabled dom.ers, * . . G  . ", 
porch and roof gahles of severe angle, and a second-flwr overhang or jetty : J 

on t h e  southeast elevation. 5 5 * .T --4 
1,- 3 

A wealth of exotic detail graces t h e  exterior of ~.lildw&od- l'he ridge-line : .. 
on t h e  roof is sha?ed to resemble a long sucetssion of shark fins, R large -I. .-r 

5. -: 
wooden placque, which bears the inscription fJildwood, 1854, survives on 

? i 
. . . the gztble ahon  the f roa t  porch. Highly a r t i cu l a t ed  c h i n ~ e y  s t ~ k s  are . . .d . -- ... 

5 x ~ E  at 0 2 6  ' r ~ ~ z t J 3 r . s  on thz s tructerz. Tzrtisi l  'aad itorizor.?,-.al S x r d i n g ,  '2: 

-r'"".Y,, >- - as well as irrbricated shingl ing,  Corn the w a l l .  surfaces, - Latticework fills 
- -. , - - - ---- -. . .. +L 

.. , .;: -.:- a - km1lL porch gable on the east  ele ta t ioh ,  The . fom2atidn is 'compcrs&a df ' - --  -- - > .  
A - .  native noxncdi te  or whetstone, a very hard native stone. . & _  - 
2 ^ 

The l i s t  of specific d s ~ r a t i ~ e  deta i l s  could be nearly endless. - .  + . . 

O r n a t e  features in the i n t e r i o r  of FJildwood are no less abundant  than those 
found on the exterior, the most notable of the features being the use of 
hardwood in every conceivabli rcmner. A large variety of wooden muldings 
and 'paneling covers the i n t e r i o r  r b * a l ; s .  The ceiling iri &he 'entrance hall 
is composed of maple veneer and cherry beans. Four elaborate hardwood 

w i t h  tile-work amuqd the openings are located in the- major first- 
f loor  roams, . - Czbinets  and convenience f urnishhgs , such as the shelving 
and a mirrored sideboard found in t h e  din ing  room, are built i n t o  the walls. 
A. magnificent cherry staircase, boasting huge newel posts cawed f r o m  the 
s o l i d  trunks of c3erry trees, is the m o s t  outstanding individual  compnent 
in the house. The upper sections of the stairwell are screened w i t h  a 
spindle lattice. The exercise in wooden detailing is carried to such an 
extreme that a d i f f e r ing  hardrmod was used in each room of the groulld floor, 
thus pro-idinq the house w i t h  i t s  name of Wildwood. 

Ccrrently, Wiliiwood contains  a f i n e  co l l ek t i on  of antique furnishings ard 
dishware, most of which are h3irloo;ns of t h e  E l l s v ~ c c t h  family. The bui ld ing  
is operzted cis a museum by BY. and bays;  Torn E l l s w o r t i ~ ,  and every effor t  has 
&en mzee to rc tein tho authentic character of the building and its contents 
Elo recent, alterations have been undertaken,and those alterations xhici! have 
m02if ied  the or ig ina l  1884 structure are of in teres t  in thenselves. For 
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example, ttia electr ical  system installed in the early twen t ie th  c e n t ~ y  
i l lustrates an interesting facet of the state's technological his to ry .  

The original estate  surrounding wildwood has been s l igh t ly  rezucsd, but 
t he  trees, the surviving carriage drive, and the home ' s comnan&ng position 
atop a steep rise all help to recapture the  world which witnessed T'iildwood's 
construction. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE I 

. . 
In 1878 Dr. Harvey Prosper Ellsworth purchased an undeveloped esta te  on 

I 
the northern slope of Ncr- Ho~rltain,  then located beyond the city limits 

i 
1 
I 

of Hot Springs. H i s  intention was La build a new hone on the s i t e  and - 

thereby escape the fire hazard that continually threatened his present ! 
hone in the crampea l i t t l e  city of Fot Springs. Ironically, the great 1 
f i r e  of 1878 destroyed Dr. Ellst~arth' s Hot Springs hops long before con- 1 
struckion w a s  scheduled ta begin on his N o r t h  t b u n t a i n  h o m e .  A f t e r  a ' ! 
stay of several years in a carriage house renovated for h m  habitation, 1 
the Ellsworths moved into t h e i r  neu North ,Fbuntain hops which they cal led 
F7ilZtwod. This 1884 house has since becoae one OF Arkansas ' most rq'idelg - .  

I -- . -- -. . --- . . < 

cloeuieil-Led Victorian l ~ o i ~ o s ,  note? for 50th i t s  + f i s h ,  in~2nt i=-?  gzt.2: 1 ' - 
far it; first t!20 C I C Z U ~ ~ ~ S  r:isr~2-ey an2 Sara?! Ellsxcr th, 

1C--.-..-. - . .. - -. . . .- - . -  " , . . - -  .-.A,.-.- . - -  -. ----. . .. - .-.. - - . .*.--., . - .  C_. I .. . . >- , -  - 
- .  . .  . . 

c 
Dr. Harvey ~ ' m s ~ e k  Ellsworth was born  in West Hatley , Province of Quebec, 
Canada in 1830. S h o r t l y  beEore the C i v i l  War, he graduated f r o m  the Bush 

i 
i 

College of 1,:edicine in Exeter ,  I l l i n o i s ,  and during the war he served as a i 

regimental surgeon for the Union Amy. He se t t l ed  in Arkansas after t h e  . 1 -  
C i v i l  Far, moving ta H o t  Springs after a short stay in P i n e  Bluff. A t  the i I 
time he was the city's only practicing stlrgeon, He becam wilely known.. 1 
for his effods to establish standard educational requirements for the 
practice of +medicine in Arkansas and for h i s  promtian of the Arkansas .. .,. I 

Madical Society. H i s  stand on medical education as w e l l  as inc idents  ! 
from h i s  l i f e  w e r e  featured on the CBS radio program "Dcctors Then and 
Mow" in 1947, Jn 1873 Dr. Ellsvorth ~ a m e d  a woman no l e s s  a c t i v e  and 

i 
! 

civic-minded than himself, S a r a h  Van F a t t e n  031 Isworth 1 - i 
! 

An accomplished a r t i s t  and hostess, Sarah Ellmmrt;? received state-wide I 
a t t e n t i o n  Eorher work with the Arkansas Federation 05 Women's C l u S s .  As I 

I 
president of the Federation from 1908-10, she led a campaign to p, 
the proposed destruction of the Old State House after t he  completion a2 

1 
the new S t a t e  Capitol. Anoffs3ootlof themcampaign was the creation of I 
t h e  Arkansas State F l a g ,  which was designed f o r  use at praservation rallics.me ! 

fact t h a t  the Old Sta te  ITouse is today a N a t i o n a l  R ~ g i s t e r  str~cturs atte:;ts i 
to t h e  success of her carqaign. ! 

I 
L 

Circumst;ances greatly f a=-orzd the construct ion of tho Ell~. .*.osth '  s homz of 
Wildwood. The high quality hardwood tirr3er a n 3  the hakd novacu l i t e  stone 
( O X  r ~ k e t s t a n e )  used in consEruction were taken ciirectly from t h e i r  E!arth 

t. 
Mountain estate. The work carriea o u t  dur ing  e o n s t s v s t i o n  v~as perforzed 
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I 
I by highly s k i l l e d  Irish masons and Pullman Company carpenters, a l l  of whom 

w e r e  in Hot Springs for work on other  special projects. And the a rch i t ec t  
for the house, Phillip Van Paatten of Baltimore, was the brother of 

Today, Wildwood is operated as a museum by the heirs to the e s t a t e ,  
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Ellsworth, and every ef for t  has h e n  made to retain. . 1 rn 

thz authentic character of the bui lding a n d  i t s  heirloom mntents .  

The style of t h e  building is wazged somewhere between Stick Style and 
Shingle Style, or it can be fib into t h a t  caman pool h o r n  as Queen 
Anne. The two-and-one-hnlf-storey house features multiple-form, high- 
pLtched roofing, a variety of exterior colors and textures,irregularity 

' of plan  and mssing, a rounded corner t u r r e t ,  gablzb darners, p x c h  and 
rc3E g&las of szvzrs anglz ,  zzd a secanz-flgor oV%<~hai-Ig o r  ja tky on 

-.- the south elevation. - .  . . . - .  . . - . . - I _  - - . - . - . . . . .--. .-:'I- _ '  . 'r .-- - - ... . . . 

A ~ r c f u s i o n  o f  hardwood t r i m  of every canceivahle type best Sescribes 
1 

t h e  interior. hoden m u l d i n g s ,  mantels, ce i l ings ,  doors, paneling, I 

stairways, Lattice-work and bui l t - in  fixtures, all contribute to t h e  
ornate appearance of the in te r io r .  I 

i 

The original es ta te  surrounding Wildwood has been slightly reduced, 
' 

i 
but the homevs commanding position atop a steep rise all help to recipture 
the world which w i t n e s s e d  Wildwood's construction- 
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