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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORtGIFlAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Short-Dodson Rouse is a two-and-one-half-storey structure that utilizes 
m u l t i p l e  components, such as pavilions and bays abutted to the central 
nass, a three-storey stone tower attached to the  building" southwest  
corner, irregular roof plan and a varied porch layout, in order to create 
an overall picturesque design. 

The mof is formed i n t o  a canieal cap atop the corner tower# becomes 
hipped over the main block of the house and assumes a gabled shape over 
the adjoining pavilions. The walls are sheathed in stone, brick,and 
vim&. The foundation consists of a type of atone differing from that 
found in t h e  upper walls- Four randomly placed chhneys top the s tmcture ,  

a continuous, undulating porch sweeps around the  south elevation. ~ r t  

octagonal, gazebo-like, pavilion is connected at the southeast  elbow of 
the porch. The porch roofing mirrors t h a t  oE the maim structure in that 
the conical, g&led and hipped forns are repeated over the various sections , 

of t h e  ~ r c h .  Paired, diminutive Doric ealumns placed upon piers sustain 
t he  roofing, and a stone balustrade r a i l s  the parch on either s i d e  of the 
entranc ew a y . 
Perhaps the most eye-catching facet of the structure is t h e  massive, 
kw-storey,'gabled wall dormer which rises above the parch and entrance- 
way. Chateauesque w i n f l o w s  accentuate the exterior facing of the dormer. I 

Large, prominently mullioned windows diviaed by heavy transoms (croissettes) .5 
->:. doninate the lower h a l f  of the  domes, w h i l e  a mall balconette fronts 

the most imposing feature of the  upper section, a vaguely Palladian 
window arrangement - 
Xumercrus other structu;al and deborative details  enhance the exterior 
appearance of the structure- A gabled dormer boldly projects aver a 
rounded bay on the w e s t  elevation. An enscrolled pediment beneath the 
p r c h  gable and an orriamental cornice be lot^ the roofline of t h e  porch are 
t w o  more noticeable decorative devices that are employed. 

The  windows, generally, arc of uniform s ize  and are crowned with stone ' 

l i n t e l s .  The l i n t e l s  capping the t o w e r  windows form a continuous ribbon- 
like band around the t o w e r  wall: The m a i n  doorway, located on the soath 
elevation, i s  double-leaf with g l a s s  over single panels and stands enclosed 
by a double-leaf screen door. 

The interior d e t a i l  compliments the decorative appearance of the exterior 
elevations.  Seven large rooms are ranged in irreqular plan in s ide  the 
house. The parlor and master bedroom a r e  both double-rooms; that is, both 
are divided inco tim eompak'~m&nts separated by large archways. 

An impressive amount and variety of hardwood is used in the stairways, 
mntels, basebards, cornices an3 door and window trim. The walls to the 
foyer anb dining room possess w a l n ~ i t  wainscot paneling. The ceiling in 
t h e  Eoper is paneled j.n maple. 
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- The foyer is dominated by a modified, half-turn-wlth-lanaing, walnut 
, .  stairway. The newel past is a Corinithian column engaged the c e i l i n g  of 

- the room, and t h e  balusters are of the lathed-spindle type. Another, 
though less f a n c i f u l ,  stairway is s e t  in the rear o f  thp hausa, 

I 
I 

A built-in, hardwood bookcase flanks the stairway in t h e  foyer. A bu i l t - i n  1 
1 hutch occupies a corner of the dining room. The parquet, hardc-rood f l oo r ing  
1 is in excellent condition, 

Plaster pargetting resembling mall wreaths is found in rr~st trails of the 
first floor. There is a low-embossed, cast-iron' c e i l i n g  in the  dining 
room. Two, s l i d i n g  double-doors connect t h e  parlor w i t h  the foyer and 
w i t h  the hallway. I 
Alterations to t h e  structure have been f e w  and minor. A small, unoStrusive, 
concrete porch, extending off t h ~  m s t  elevation, replaced a *port@-cochese" 
several years ago. Iron cresting that once adorned the roof has been 
removed. An i n s i g n i f i c a n t  wooden addi t ion ,  not measuring more than seven 
fee t  in depth sounds off the northwest(rear) corner of the house. 

, 

On the inside,  the ki tchen  has h e n  remodeled; and a second-storey room, 
which formerly quartered the servant, has been suS-divided i n t o  an apartment, 
closet and bathroom. me cuxrent owners plan to restore t h i s  r o a m  to i t s  
or ig ina l  size .  

The environmental g e t t i n g  has undergone a much greater d e g r e e  of change S 

than has the house. A small yard art fu l ly  landscaped w i t h  shrubbery 
surrounds the house, as does part of the  or ig inal  iron-rail fence. 
However, the  large lot, w h i c h  appears in a 1913 photoqraph of the house, 

1 
is now partial ly covered with a motel and parking l o t  constructed in the 
l a t e  2 9 4 0 ' s .  

I 

The Short-Dudson House possesses s ty l i s t ic  elements that are unusual in 
Arkansas. While the overriding style is Queen Anne, w i t h  its emphasis 
on piet~resque~eclectic design, a l a r g e  number of features may be classified 
as Chateauesque; a rare style 2n central Arkansas. Among these Chateauelsque 
details  are the stone and brick wall construction, the large w a l l  darner, 
the "'eroissette" windows in the dormer, the second floor balcony beneath 
the gable and the masonry corner tower with conical roof. 
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Impressive, picturesqpe architecture is the mst s igni f icant  attribute of '. ' i 
the Short-Dodson House. Built in the fashionable Park Avenue d i s t r i c t  I 

of H o t  Springs shortly after the turn-of-the-century, the ho-~se exhibits 1 
I 

Chateauesque tendencies aver a Queen Anne superstructure.  Furthermore. 
the numerous occupants af the Short-Dodson House have pursued careers I !I 
(doctor, realtor an3 motel owner) that ref lect  the history of ArkansasT . I 1 
nos-t: farnus resort. 

I - - *  1 . .  . 
Architect ~ o s e i h  G. Born deki&ed what was to be perhaps his f i n e s t  hause 
(he placed a drawing of t he  house on the  masthead of h i s  professional . ! i  
stationery) fox Dr. Omar Short e a r l y  in the twent ie th  century. No e x a c t  ! I date for t h e  canstruction of the Short-Dodson House can be ascertained, 1 

1 
but l iving testimony, the  warranty deed for the property, and a survey OE 

-+ ! 
the city directories for the first decade of the twentieth century place .. .- 

' the date of construction somewhere b e t w e e n  1901 and 1903. 

The Short-Dadson House was one of many houses in the Park Avenue-district. 
t 

. . . which were built for doctors, However, this should be m great surprise 
since Hot Springs was a thriving tourist resort, where most of the "tourists" 
w e r e  health-seekers, who flocked to the themal springs in search of 

i 
I 

"miracle cures"..and relief from pain, Dr. Short's tenure.  in tFe house . .. . .  . 1 
was brief,  and Thomas Dodsan became the new owner in 1907. He in turn  w a s  3 
succeeded in ownership by h i s  son,charles Dodson, a realtor, whose activity ! 
in civic: affairs led h i m  to t w o  terns 11926-1930) as a State ~e~resentakive. 1 
A daughter ofCharlesDodson, Mrs. Anne Krone, lived in the house u n t i l  1947.  
I n  Chat year t h e  house was bought by t h e  Reebecks, a couple who constructed 
a motel on the western ha l f  of t h e  1st. Once again the occupants of the 
Short-Dodsan House were engaged in a profession characteristic of Hot Springs -- 
m t e l  operators- In the past two decades a flurry of owners have come and 
gone. Today the house is owned by Mr. and Mrs.  Robert Watson, who operate 
the Tower E o t e l ,  adjacent to the house. 

Architecturally, the Short-Dodson Rouse . . . <". i s  a . two-and-one-half-storey . structure 
that utilizes multiple components, such as pavilions and bays abutted to the 
c e n t r a l  mass, a three-storey tower attached to the h u i l d i n g k  sovtkwest - 

corner, irregular roof plan, and a varied parch layout, in crdcr to create 
a ~jieturcsque design. A locally rare use of Chateauesque detailing enlivens 
this exterior. W n g  the Chateauesque features are w a l l  oonztruction of A 

stone and brick masonry, a large wall dormer rising over the entranceway,  
"croFssettcm wind~ws j.n the wall dormer, a second-floor balcony benea th  
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the gable of the w a l l  dormer, and a three-storey, masonry corner tower 
with conical roof. More traditional (Queen. Anne features are the  
extensive use of porches, an enscrolled pediment beneath the low center 
gable of the porch roof, and careful avoidace of Gothic d e t a i l  (Gothic 
detail is usually found on true Chateauesque structures). 

The liberal use of hardwocd for decorative t r i m ,  skairways, paneling and 
built-in features,  such as a bookcase and hutch, is the m o s t  impressive 
feature of the irregular-plan interior. Unusual items, 15ke wreath- 
shaped, pargetting on some walls and a low,  embossed, cast-iron c e i l i n g  
in the dining r o o m ,  add quaint  touches to t h e  interior- 

The h i s t o r i c a l  integrity of the house is little damaged by alterations,  
the only significant one being the removal of a "prte-cochere" on t h e  
west elevation. The environmental s e t t i n g ,  however, has suffered because 
the western half of the original  l o t  n o w  contains a m o t e l  and parking l o t .  
The remaining lawn is artfully landscaped with trees and shrubs. 

'. -. 
The Short-Dodson House is a rare and important architectural survival. 
The nqgnificent blend of Queen Anne and Chateauesque styling of the house 
is one of H o t  Springs1 most impressive res ident ia l  s ights .  
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In paragraph 12, sen-nce 2 Bdstbn Massachusetts is listed 
as the home of artist Herbert S t i t t .  In actuality H e r b e r t  S t i t t  
lived i n  Baltimore, Maryland. 
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