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CHECK ONE 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL fIF KNO'SJN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Garland County Courthouse is a brick Renaissance inspired classic structure 
possesing architectural significance. It is a five-bay four-storey building 
that is built over a f u l l  basement. The plan of t h e  building is rectangular 
with projecting central bays on both  the north Centrancel and south elevations. 
The original symmetry of the courthouse has been altered by the attachment of 
unobtrusive rectangular two-stoxey additions to both t h e  south and west elevations.  
A domed-cupola (1913) susta ined by paired Ionic columns centers the rmf. The 
courthouse rests on a large tree covered tract which is partially enclosed by a 
wrought-iron fence. Parking lots are located off the south and west  elevations. 

Balustrades are located on the roof line of t he  east and west.elevations. The 
cornice is composed of a f u l l  entablature w i t h  each corner of the building ar- 
t i c u l a t d  by pediments which are supported by two-storey Ionic pilasters. 

Windows are three over three /3/3) and are covered w i t h  striped awnings. Third 
storey windows are capped w i t h  arched h o d  nmlds which have keystones. A concrete 
belt course forms the impost from which t he  arches of the hood molds spring- Sec- 
ond floor windows are pedimented and feature  ancons as supports. A second con- 
crete belt-eowse is situated at the storey l i n e  betwaen the second and third 1 

floors. Another belt course separates the  first and second floors. I 
1 

The brick of t he  first floor is laid in a pattern t h a t  produces a rusticated effect .  1 
. ... 

Three centered single doors serve as the entrances tp the'  b;ilding' on the . north . 
elevation, 

Fairly.suceessful.atte;npts.rJere made to tie each of the additions to the original  
body of the courthouse. Themwst .addi t ion (1977) on the w e s t  elevation is brick, 
features pilasters at the corners,and has awnings over the rvindows. Otherwise, 
there is l i t t l e  detail-work,and it is topped by a Mansard roof which i s  n o t  in 
keeping with the original d e s i g n  of the couwthouse. The jail-addition en the . 
south elevation (1930) mirrors the original portion of the building with a rust- 
icated brick first floor. N e i t h e r  oE t h e  two addi t ions  arc large in comparison 
with the main section of the courthouse. 

The interior  walls are masonry and plaster,and floors are ceramic t i l e .  Some 

floors have been carpeted. Much of the original woodwork remains including that  
found in t he  predomillantly wood-tr i m s d  courtroocrs . 
In 1913 the courthouse was severly damaged by Eire and much of the simple inter- 
i o r  detail-work dates after th i s  period- This work is said to be less intricate 
t h a n  that of the original construction.  -+The exterior w a s  almost.completely re- 
stared to i ts 'original appearance-after t h e  1913 fire. A t  the  tine of the fire 
the three original domes were damaqedj they have never been replaced, L 

I 

I n  1978 minor alterations were made to the interior of the courthouse as a part y 
of a general courthouse improvement plan. A t  t h e  same the some of the interior 
w a l l s  and other interior fcayxes vcxc xcstorcd. 
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In size and a22earance the Garland County Courthouse is one of the finest and 
is the largest Renaissance Revival structure in Hot Springs, Arkansas,which is ! 
a resort c i t y  of 35,000 located in t h e  Ouachita Mountains of south-central  1 I 

Arkansas. The building is one of the largest and oldest of Arkansas' county 
courthouses. 
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10. Roscoe Grugg, Associate Architect, September 27, 1978. 
11. Mr. B i l l  Edgeway, Garland County Clerk, September 5 ,  1978. 



a SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD ,- 
-PAEHISTOnlC 

-1400-1 499 

-! 500-7599 

-1 600- I 699 

-1 700-1 799 

-1800-1 899 

t 900- 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHETK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
4nCHEULUGY*PREHISTORlC ,COMMUNITY PLb%NlMCi ,LAxlQSUPE ARCHITECTURE 

4RCHEOLOGY+HISTOAFC ,CONSERVATION ~ W W  

JGRICULTUZE ,ECONOMICS ,LITERATURE 

XARCHITECTU RE -EDUCATION - M I L I T  4RY 

A R T  -ENGINEERING - M U S I C  

-CO't?MERCE -EXPLORATIDNISf TTCEMENT -PHILOSOPHY 

-CO'.ZMUNICATIONS J N D U S T  R Y  ~POL~TICSIGOVEIIN~ENT 

-INVENTION - . I  

-TMEATER 

,TAANSPORYATION 

-OTHER (SPECIFY) 

S PEClFlC DATES 1905/1913 BU I LDERiARCH ITECY Unknown 

STATEMENT OF StENlFlCANCE 

The Garland munty Courthouse is a brick, Renaissance-inspired structure t h a t  is 
both architecturally and historically significant. The courthouse is four stories 
tall and five bays in w i d t h  and is one of the largest and finest N e o - C l a s s i c a l  
Revival structures in Eot Springs, Arkansas. H o t  Springs is the county seat of 
Garland County; and, at t he  tirrte of the eom?letion of the courthouse in 1905, the 
c i t y  was one of t h e  natsoa's premier health resorts. Xn 1976 t he  Arkansas State  Re- 
view Comaittee reviewed survey information which was prepared by the  s t a f f  of the 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program on a l l  of the surviving county courthouses 
in the state. A f t e r  reviewing t h e  survey infomation,  the State Review Cornittee 
rated the architectural significance of each courthouse; and they rated the Garland 
County Courthouse as being m n g  the most siqnifica-i-t of Arkansas'ceaurthouses. 

County government, headquartered in the comty  courthouse, forms the  basis of rep- 
resentat ive democracy in Arkansas. The Garland County Courthouse has served as rhe 
seat for county government in G a r l a n d  County for the last three-quarters of a 
century; the building is a s i p i f i e m t  visual renrlnder of the p o l i t i c a l  history of 
thc county. 

The Garland County Courthouse is a rectangular structure with central bays projecting 
from both its n o r t h  (entrance) and south elevations. fl~o relatively small and c o m -  
pat ible  additions, that date from 1930 and 1977, join the c o ~ h o u s e  on its south 
and west elevations, The building was severely damaged 5 y  a fire in 1913- Both its 
roof and interior w e r e  reconstructed after t he  Eire. The courthouse retains the 
integrity  of its 1905 and 1913 construction periods because few alterations have been 
perfamed on the building since the fire. 

Amang the noteworthy features of the courthouse is a domed lantern which centers the 
roof and which is sustained by paired Xenic columns. Balustrades are located at t he  
eastern and western extremities of the  roof. The cornice is a f u l l  entablature, 
Each comer of the building is articulated by pediments that are supprted by two- 
s torcy Ionic  pilasters. 

The windows of the third storey are teed r d 3  arched hood molds, which are broken by 
keystones. The second storey windows are pedimented and feature ancons. The brick 
of the first floor is l a i d  in a pattern that produces a rusticated effect. 

,!- 
The in ter ior  walls are plaster and the floors are ceramic tile. Some 05 the floors x 

have been carpeted. The c o u r t r m s  are trimed in wood. 

I 
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Darcy D. Dobsan, who is a member of the Gar land  C o u ~ t y  Judge's s ta f f ,  has prepared : 
a history of the courthouse which deta i l s  significant events r e l a t i n g  to t he  build- ! 

: 
ing. The following is Mr.  Dobsonts history of the bui ld ing .  . , 

3- FIRE OF ,1905 

A. In 1905 the old Garland County Courthouse was a victim of a disas-  
trous fire which destroyed rare than twenty blocks of the City of 
Hat Springs. Later in the same year a new Courthouse was canstruc- 
ted at t he  corner of Hawthorne and Ouachita. The corner stone was 
l a i d  August 15, 1905, by the Grand Lodge IAS&Ai.!), Free and Accepted 
Masons of Arkansas. The building was completed in 1906 at a cost 
of $155,000. Fire proof vaul t s  were installed so that  records and 
deeds would be safe. Many records were destroyed in the 1905 fire. 
(Inez E. C l i n e ,  archivist  , Garland County Histor ical  Society , Inter-  
view - SeptemSer 6 ,  1978; James J. Dowds, CPA, i n t e r v i e w  - Septemberl9, 
1978). 

B. In 1906, permission was given to a woman's organization, Fort-Nightly, 
for  use of a large r o o m  at the east end of t he  fourth floor. This 
became a regular meeting place for that women's organization. (Mary 
Hudgens, writer, h i s t o r i a n ,  researcher, interview - September 2 3 ,  1978) . 

C. In August, 1910, Jacob "Jake" Houpt was shot during a gun f i g h t  
battle while serving as Sheriff of Garland County. The bat t le  
started in the Sheriff's office which l e d  to a chase, r e su l t i ng  in 
the injury of Sheri f f  Boupt. Sheriff Houpt died August 20, 191q 
in a local hospital. (References same as I-A, Sentinel-Record, 
August  21, 1910.) 

If. FIRF: OF 1413 

A. On September 5,  1913, the Courthouse was again sevexly damaged by 
anolfher calamitous fire, which not only gut ted the newly constructed 
Courthouse, but also swept through f i f t y  blocks of the C i t y  of Hat 
Springs. In spite of the fire the masonry-concrete frame was able 
to still remain standing. (Inez E. Cline, archivist, Garland County 
Historical Society, interview - September 6, 1978; Geraldine T. 
Edwards, assistant archivist, Garland County Histor ical  Society, 
interview - September 6, 1978; James 5. Dowds, CPA, interview - 
September 19, 1978). 



W N ITEU STATES DEPtI, RTMENT OF TkIE I KTEK IOK I 
NA~IONAL PARK SERVICE I 

. I 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PIACES 
TNWPJTORY -- MOMINATION FORM 

CONTI NUATION SHEET . ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 2 

B. The last: legal hanging took place in G a r l a n d  County on June 2, 1913, 
at t h e  west  end of the Courthouse. A boxed-isl scaffold was con- 
structed to conceal the execution from the publie, A t  this ti= 
the jai l  was located at the west  entrance. (Inez E. cline, arch- 
i v i s t ,  Garland County Historical Society, i n t e r v i e w  - September 6, 
1978 ; Mary Audgens, writer, historian, researcher, interview - 
SeptemSer 23, 1978; Sentinel-Record, June 2, 1933). 

C. In 1930 a new j a i l  was bui l t  in the  southeast partion of t h e  
Courthouse where it still remains today- (Inez E. C l i n e ,  arch- 
i v i s t ,  Garland County Historical Society, interview - September 6, 
19785 . 

111. N E W  aDDITTON 

A. I n  1974 an addition to the west wing of the  Courthouse added more 
county business offices and an entrance to facilitate the handi- 
capped. The cost of the new addition was in the vicini ty  of 
$282,000 to $287,000. The new a d d i t i o n  was completed in DecemSer 
of 1975. The general contractor was FLoyd Sut tun Corp.  The arch- 
i tectural  f i r m  rms t he  Associate Architectural Engineers and 
Planners of L i t t l e  Rock. The electrical engineering firm was 
Kaufman Electric. {Roscoe Grubb, associate architect,  interview- 
September 2 3 ,  1978). 

8. Xn March of 1978 renovation of the  building began under the admin- 
istration ef County Judge N, J. '*Bill1' McCuen and included such 
improvements as the replacement of the concrete floors in the 
restrooms with new concrete Elmrs and the addition of grab bars 
to each handicappd toilet stall. Electrical panels on the f irst  
Slmr were reworked and the f irst  f loor  walls were refinished. 
A new suspended c e i l i n g  and lights were added to a portion of the 
second f loor  corridor. Other improvements to the building and its 
grounds included the planting of gxass, painting,and the canstruc- 
t i o n  of a drive leading to an entrance on the  east  side of the jail. r 

i' 
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111. NEW ADDITION [CONT'D) 
1 

C. The County Courtroom, the County Clerk's Office, and the Revenue I 
Office were also altered in 1978. The a l t e r a t i o n s  to these roams I 

i 
consisted of i n s t a l l i n g  suspended ceilings, refinishing walls, re- i 
working electrical panels by adding cent ra l  heat and air condition- I 

! 
ing, and laying carpet. The total cost of the 1978 renovation of the i 
Garland County Courthouse amounted to $113,118.00, The general con- t 

tractar was Hillard Cox Incorporated. The architect has Donald R. : 
Loyd of B & F Engineering. (mtewiew w i t h  Donald R. Ijoyd of 
I3 & F Engineering on September 23, 19783 . 

I 

One final element which establishes the siqnificance of the Garland County Court -  I 
house is the se t t ing  of the building. The Courthouse rests on a larqe, tree- I I 

-. 

covered tract, which is partially enclosed by a wrought-iron fence. Buildings c 

on t he  streets bordering the Courthouse appear to have a construction date con- I 
t e m p r a r y  with the 1913 reworking of tkc courthouse. The two l a x g e  parking lots,  i 

! 
located off the south and west  elevatiollsof the courthouse, i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  a proper 
visual appreciation of the structure from the  south acd west. I 

I 
I 
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Gar1 and County Courthouse 
Hot S p r i n g s  
Garland C o u n t y ,  Arkansas 

Verbal Boundary Descr i p t i  on 

A 2 1  of lo ts  3 and 10, block 94, H o t  Springs Reservation, 
excluding the 1933 addition o f f  the south elevation o f  the 
ori g i nal -structure and the 1977 add i t i  on off the west el  evat i or; 
o f  the ori cinal  structure. The a d d i t i o n s  are exc7 udec! because 
they do not  con t r ibu te  t o  the historical or v i s u a l  s ignif icance 
o f  the Garlznd County Courthouse. 
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Garland  count^ Courthouse Ibundary Increase) 
IIot Spr inqs 
Garland County, Arkansas 

Verbal bundarv Description (Amended1 

A l l  of Lots 9 and 10, Dlock 94, ]lot Springs Resen-ation. 

Doundar~ Justification 

_ . The original boundary was dram around the walls of the original 1909 courthouse 
and therefore through t h e  connecting sections of the two later additions (the 
1930 southern or rear j a i l  and the 1974 vestern office wing, bath of ~ h i c h  are 
aentioned in the ~ r i g i n a l  Section 9 and therein described as compatible and 
inobstrusive), thereby excluding them. Given t ha t  standing structures are 
tgpieal ly  determined eligible or ineligible as a whole, including any historic 
or non-historic additions, and that the original Section 7 described both of 
these additions as inobtrusive, i t  must be concluded that the exclusion of these 
additions in t h e  original verbal boundar5: description w a s  the result of a 
professional error. The amended ~ e r b a l  boundary description eliminates these 
exclusions and thus include6 the entire present otructure, 

Arkansas ~li&oric ~teservatign Program 












