
~p~iom10-900  l j j e ~ , ~ ~ - o  t q ~ t j q 3  
(Rev. 8 -86 )  

Dnited States Deparbment of the Interior 
National Park Service 

HATIONAL REGfS!?ZR OF EE€STORIC PIACES 
REGISTRATfON FORM 

OMB No. 1024-0018 

1. M a m e  of Property 
. . 

historic name: Charlton S~illwav/Dam 

other namelsite number: GA 0 0 0 2  

2. Incation - - - --- - - ---- -- -- --- ---- 
street & number: North of U.S. R o u t e  270  

not for  publication 

vicinity: _X 

state: county: Garland code: AR 051 z i p  code: 71938 

3. Classification 
C_----------d-___---------------II____- ------------------- 
Ownership of Property: Public-Federal 

Category Property : 

N u m b e r  of Resources within Property: 

Contributing Noncontributing 

buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 

0 Total  

Number of contributing resources previously l i s t e d  in the National 
Register : N/A 

Name of related multiple property listing: Facilities Constructed bv the CCC 
in Arkansas. 1933-42 



4. State/Federal Agency Certification 
- - - -- - - -- 

' 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation A c t  
of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this nomination - request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation 
standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements 
set  forth in 36 CFR Part 6 0 .  In my opinion, the property meets - does no t  meet the  National Register Criteria. See continuation 
sheet.  

Signature of certifying off ic ial  D a t e  

State or Federal agency and bureau 

Inmycpinion,thepxope*y X meets doesnotmeettheNat iona1 
Register criteria, - See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Promam 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

-- -- ------- --=-==-- 
5 .  National Park Service Certification -- --------- ----, ...................... - ---- -- --- 
I, hereby certify t h a t  this property is: 

- entered in the National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 
determined el ig ible  for the 
National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 

- determined no t  eligible for the 
National  Register 
removed from the National Register 

other (explain): 

Signature of Keeper Date 
of Action 

= = - = = = = = = - A * - = = = = -  --- --A 

6 .  Function or Use 
. -- 

Historic: Recreation and Culture Sub: Outdoor Recreation 

Zwren t  : Recreation and Culture Sub: Outdoor Recreation 



Archirecwral Classification: 

=her: WPA  ust tic Architecture 

Other Description 

Materials: foundation Stone roof N/A 
walls Stone other 

D e s c r i b e  present and historic physical appearance. See continuation 
sheet. 

P---'-- =-a--- ----- --------- 
8. Statement of Significance 

Certifying of f ic ia l  has considered the significance of this property in 
relation to other properties: locallv 

Applicable National Register Criteria: A,  C 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) : N/A 

Areas of Significance: social. Historv 
Entertainment/Recreation 
Architecture 

PeriodCs) of Significance: m 3 8  

s igni f icant  Dates : N/A 

Significant Person(s): N/A 

Cultural A f f  ilkation: NJA 

Civilian Conservation C o r p s  

S t a t e  significance of property, and just i fy  criteria, criteria 
considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

See continuation sheet ,  



.. . . 

9. Major ~ibliographical References 

qee WFacilities Constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps in Arkansas, 
.933-1942," section H. 

- See continuation sheet. 

Previous documentation on fils (NPS): 

- prefidnary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 6 7 )  has been 
requested, 

- previously listed in the National Register - previously determined el ig ible  by the National Register 
- designated a National Historic Landmark - recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
- recorded by ~istoric American Engineering Record # 

F s i m a r y  lacation of Additional Data: 

- State historic preservation office 
- Other state agency 
- Federal  agency 
- meal government 
- University 
- O t h e r  -- specify Repsitory: 

--- - - - - - - 

,om Geographical Data 
-- -+ 

----- ------ - - I_'---- - -------- 
Acreage ef Property: Jess than one 

UTH References: Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

- see continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description: - See continuation sheet. 
Beginning at a point on the western edge of the eastern loop of the 
associated dirt access road located 1,500 f ee tnor th  of i t s  intersection with 
U.S. Route 2 7 0 ,  proceed westerly along a l i n e  running parallel with the d m f  s 
northern elevation for a distance of 200 feet: thence proceed southerly along 
a line running perpendicular to the dam's principal elevation for a distance 
of 200 feet; thence proceed easterly along a line running parallel with the 
dam's southern elevation for a distance of 200 feet to its intersection w i t h  
the western edge of the associated dirt access road; thence proceed northerly 
alang said edge for a distance of 200 feet to the point of beginning. 

Boundary Justification: - See continuation sheet. 
This boundary includes a l l  the property historically associated with this 
Tesource, including the dam itself, the stone steps and retaining walls 
constructed as part of the dam, and the land immediately surrounding the dam 
that forms its historic setting. 



N a m e / T i t l e :  Todd Fermson, Ristorian/Patrick Zollner, Historian. 

9rganization:prkansas Historic Presexvation Prosram Date:8/28/91 

Street & Numbert225 E. Markham. Suite 300 Telephone:I5011 324-9346 

City ox Town: Little Rock State:& ZIP:- 



- Unlted States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page 

Description: 

The Chw1ton SpiUwayDam is located in the Charlton Recreation Area along U.S. Hwy. 270 east 
of ML Ida, Arkansas. The spillwayfdam is built a m s  WaInut Creek just nmh of .the p i n t  
where Murphey Creek runs into Walnut Creek This dam conmls the level &the swimming 
area of the Charlton Recreation Area, The dam is situated to the nwth end of the pool with the 
spillway facing northward, The d m  is majse of stone and is roughly 75 to 100 ft in length. The 
crest of the dam has ten outlets inset along the wnrer of the dam. These ourlets provide the 
overflow over the spillway from the pool. The water level is conmUed by a drain set in the dam 
with the drain pipe exiting the dam to the eastern side of the dam The spillway itself is a gentle 
slope of about a 50% decline. On either side of tbe dam shere are impressive sets of stone steps. 
The steps cover the footings of the dam on either bank. The steps on the eastem edge of the 
darn lead to a small amphitheater and the steps on the western end are part uf a pathway around 
the swimming ma. The dam was designed with the lrop portion relatively flat so that it may be 
used as a footbridge. The water outIea are spaced in a manner so that they are easy to step 
across. 



- Unlted States Department of the lnterlor 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Seetion number Page 1 

Tht C M m  SpillwayDam was constructed c h  1938 by m e m b  of tbe 74Est Company of the Arkansas CClC 
District sdoned at the C m  Springs Camp rhat w.as located close nearby. It was msmcted as part of a snail, 
public M m a I  complex within the Ouachita National r"orest (OW) as pan of the CCC's emphasis n p  
~lecreationd consuuction that bgan in m e s t  citca 1935. +The. extant historic smctms widLin this complex include 
onIy this spillwayEdam and a baahouse (nominated se-Ey), both of which allowed the area to function purely 
as a swimming and picnicking facility, as it, continues u, do today. As such, the Charlmn SpillwayJDam remains 
significant thFough its m i a t i o n s  with the contributions to American social histmy made by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps, its msclciations with the e m p k  upon outdwr h o n  that guided such c m m - d o n ,  and 
its status as an excellent example of CCC recreational architecture in a rernarhb1e state of preswvation. 






