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1. Kame of Propere 

historic name AR 289 Bridge Over English Creek 

other names/site number Bridge kM2728 

2. Locatioa 

street &number AR 289 over English Creek not for publication 

city or t o m  Mammoth Spring vkKt i~ \~  

state Arkansas code AR county Fulton wde 049 zip code 72554 

3. Statemederal Agency Certification 

As the designated auhr i ty  unda the National Historic P m t l n n  . k t ,  as a m d e d ,  I b e b y  c&fv that this nomimion 
request for dcterminafion of cl~gibillty m a  the do~ummtation srandads Iw regzstenng propaties In the Na~ionat Reyster of Historic 
Places and meas the pracedml and professionaI rzqu~mcnts sa for In 36 CFR Pan 60 In my opinion h e  property me& 
does not meet rbe National Reelam cnwna. 1 mommcnd !hat this vro~crtv tw mns~dered sienificant 

Arkansas Historic Fmematioe Pm_pm 
State or F d m l  agency and burtau 

In my opmion. the pmpsty me& dos not meef the National Re~aer criteria. (0 S e t  Continuation sheet For additlon3 
comments.) 

Simtmr orcertifymg oficiaE.Title Date 

State or Federal a g m y  and bureau 

4. Satianal Park Service Certification 
- - 

hwehy certif?, &at the properey is: Signature of the Keqcr Date of Acfion 

mcrd In the Nakiona! Rester. 
See  mn~inuation sheet 

daermined eligrble for the 
National Reelder. - 

See continuation shm 
determined not eligible for the 

Kational ~ e ~ i s r & .  
removd from the National 
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Counv and Smtz 

cSi\nership of Property Category of Property Yurnber of Resources within Property 
1 Uhcck as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box] (Do not lncludc prewously listed resources ~n count.) 

private 

public-local 

building(s) 
distnct 
site 

structure 

object 

Contributing Nonconuibuting 

buildings 

sites 

1 SrnCrnRS 

obiects 

Name of related muZtipIe property listing Number of Contributing resources previously listed 
{Enta +N!A" IF pmpcrty 1s not pmof a rnulriple property listing ) in the National Register 
Historic Bridges of Arkansas 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(htercatqppcs fmm ~~truclions) 

Current Fonc tions 
(Enter categunes fmm instructims) 

7 .  Description 

Architectural Classif~cation Materials 
(Enter ategones h m  instructions) (Entacatgories rrwn im~euons)  

OTHElUE'ratt th-truss foundation CONCRETE 

roof N/A 

other STEEL 

Narrative D m r i p ~ o n  
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or mom continuation she& ) 



AR 289 Bridge Over English Creek 
Same of Pmpeny 

Fulton County, Arkansas 
Coung and State 

r' " Fitaternent of Significance 

, r$plicable National Register Criteria Levels of Significance (local, state, national) 
( M ~ r k  "x" in one or more h r e i  for the cntcna qualifying the propetty Local 
for National Regism l i n g . )  

A Property is associated with events that have made 
a agnificanp contribution to the broad patterns of Areas of Significance (Em aeorits fmm instmcnons) 

our bsto~y. Engneering 

B Property is assmiated rvith the lives of persons 
Transportat ion 

significant in our past. 

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

Period of Significance 
1929-1959 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information irnpoflant in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark'k" in all the baxm that apply.) 

Significant Dates 
1929 

w 7aerry is: 
A owned by a religious institution or used for -. 

religious purposes. 
Significant Person (Complete l f Criterion B is marked) 

B moved fsom its original location. 

1 C. bktkiplace or . ~ E . F  of a bisrorical figure of outstanding 
importance. Cultural Affiliation (Complete if Crirmon D 1s markd) 

Q D acemetmy. 

Q E a recanstnrcted building, object, or structure. 

[7 F a commemorative property 
ArchitectfBnilder 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Virginia Bridge and Iron Co., Builder 
withrn the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Expla~n the significance of the property nn one or more corukation sheets.) 

9. Major BibliographicaI References 

Bibliography 
(C~re the borrkq. artictcs, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuauon sheets.) 

Previous documentatirrn on file (YPS): 
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

previously listed in the Kational Register - Previously determjned eligible by the National 
Reejster 

designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 
# 
recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Primary location of additional data: 
State Historic Preservation Office 

[XI Other State Agency 
Federal Agency 
Local Government 
University 

17 Other 
Name of repository: 
Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department 

Record F 



AR 289 Bridee Over English Creek Fulton Comtv- Arkansas 
Name of Propmy Cnunty and State 

: Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property Less than one. 

UTM References 
(Placc additlorn1 LJM references on a continuation sheet.) 

Zone Easring Northlag 
3 

Zone Easting Konhing 

4 

See continua~ion zhea 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Dcxribe the boundaries of the p r o m  on a continuation shca.) 

Boundary Jzlstification 
(Fxplsin why thc boundants were selected on a cornindon sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

nameltitle Katie Worrell, Intern, and Ralph S. WiIcox, National Regislter & Survey Coordinator 

organization A r U  Historic Preservation Program date July 3 1,2008 

street & number 1500 Tower Building, 323 Center Street telephone (501) 324-9387 

city or town Little Rock state AR zip code ?220 1 

I ditional Documentation 
-- 7s.i: +hr. i~.1041ng ~i:ni\ IWII!I thc cornpletd form. 

Continnation Sheets 

Maps 
-4 USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resou~es. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Checkwrth the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.) 

Property Owner 
(Cutnplctc thls :tm at the r q u H  of SHPO or FPO.) 

name 
street & number telephone 

city or town state zip code 

P a p m r k  Rrdurtion Act Statement: Tnls information is being collected lor applications to the NrmtionaI Register of Historic Places to nominate propenis for 
':c!~np or determ~ne eligibility for I~siing, to list propeniu, and to ammd existing lisling. Response to rhls request is r e q u i d  to obtain a bmefir in acwrdance 

I theNalional Histonc Presenmon Ad, as amended (16 U S C 470 er seq.) - 
Lstimated Burden Statement: Pllblic repxting bUrdAI for this form LS estimated to m g e  18 1 hours pcr mponse including t h e  for miming ~astmctiom, 
gathering aed maintain~ng data, and compIetlng and reviewing the form Rrrct comments regarding tlvs burden estimate or my q t  ofzhk form to the Chief, 
Adm~n~strat~ve Senices Divzsion. National Park Service, P 0. Box 37127. Wahington, DG 20013-7127; and the OFlire of M m g m t  a d  Budget, Pqework 
Reductions Prnjpcts ( 1024-09 l SI, Washmaan. IX 20303. 
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SUMMARY 
The AR 289 Bridge over English Creek, as its name implies, is located on Highway 289 over English Creek 
south of the town oEMammoth Spring. Comprised of one span measuring 122 feet long, this pin-connected 
steel Pratt thm-truss has a total Iength of 153.8 feet. 

ELABORATION 
The steel, Pratt thru-truss bridge is accessed from both the north and south. The Pratt truss was first 
developed by Thomas and Caleb Pratt in 1 844, and contains diagonaIs in tension and verticals in 
compression. Since it is a h - t r u s s ,  the bridge carries its traffic load level with the bottom chords. 

The AR 289 Bridge Over English Creek consists of a single pin-connected Pratt t h - m s s  span measuring 
( ?2 feet, with a total structure length of 153.8 feet. T h e  travel surface and overall width of the bridge is 20 

-wet. The deck surface is concrete over a steel truss. The abutments are cast concrete. Resting on top of tbe 
decking n pair o f  side-by-side Pratt trusses mn the entire length of the bridge on the east and west sides. 

IWEGRITY 
No structural alterations have been made to the bridge to compromise its inte-sity. Its Iocation remains rural, 
and its setting remains pristine. The bridge still illustrates its original design and materials. In addition, the 
bridge is still in use for vehicular travel. 
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SUMEURY 
Constructed in 1929, the AR 289 Bridge over English Creek is being nominated to the National Register of 
Historic Places with local significance under Criterion A for its associations with the development of 
vehicular bmsportation in Fulton County. The AR 289 Bridge over English Creek is also being nominated 
Criterion C as an excellent example of an early twentieth-century Pratt thru-truss bridge. This nomination is 
being submitted under the multiple property listing '"Historic Bridges of Arkansas" and under associated 
historic context "Early Transportation Erz" 

ELABORATION 
Ful ton County was established in December of 1842 and by P 848 it had established its own post office.' It 

( -as fonned from a portion of the already established bard County, just to the south. Its namesake was 
+.ii?illiam Savin FuIton, who had been the last governor of the Arkansas ~etr i tory.~ 

Located on the border of Missouri, the region that is noiff Mammoth Spring upas first settled in the 1830s. 
The original inhabitants were farmers who gave it its first name, Wead of the River," so termed for its close 
proximity to the start of the Spring River. The population of the area remained fairly sparse until 1850 when 
David Dale Owen, the fitst geologist to officially survey the area, discovered that the source of the Spring 
River was actually an enormous underground spring which began in Missouri and formed the pool that fed 
into the Spring 

The spring, he found, consistently produced about 200,000,000 gallons of water per day at the rate of about 
9,000 barrels per minute. In fact, so consistent was the spring that its flow never seem& to be affected by the 
seasons or even by drought, The temperature of the water remained a cool sixty degrees Fahrenheit and was 
crystal clear year round."ecause it was thought to be one of the largest springs in the world, it was aptly 
named "Mmmoth Spring," a name which was later given the town. 

The residents of the Mammoth Spring area began to promote it as a tourist attraction. This, combined with 
the construction of railroad lines by the Kansas City, Fort Scott & Memphis Railroad in 1886, led to 
expansion and commercial success for Mammoth Spring. In the Eate 1 &80s, a dam was built which allowed 
the water from the spring to generate power for a mill and for the Missouri-Arkansas Power Company. 

l' 
Tn the nineteenth century, roads in the Fulton County area radiated from Salem, mainly to the south, east, and 

' * a t  However, by 1854. one road did lead to the Missouri border to the northeast in the present day vicinity -- 
' Baker, RusseIl Pierce. From Memdag to .h'orsk: A Historical Directory ofArkansav Post Ofices 1832-1 9 71. Hot Springs, AR: 
Arkansas GenealogicaI Society, 198 8.  
2 ht~p;~,llocal.arkansas .gov,flocal.php?agencyFulton%2OCouny 
"eded Writers' Project. Rrkarrsas: A Gude to the Sfale. Kew York: Hastings House Publishers, 1941: p. 289-290. 
4 http:i4ocal. arkansas. gov4ocal .uh~?aaencv=Mamoth?/o2OS~~ng 
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of Mammoth Spring. However, once Mammoth Spring was established after the completion of the railroad, 
more roads would have been developed in the vicinity.' 

Although it is not known when the route of AR 289 was built, it was apparently already in place by 19 16, 
suggesting that the current bridge was at least the second one over English   reek.^ However, as automobiles 
and trucks got larger and heavier during the first decades of the twentieth centuy, it was likely necessary to 
upgrade the bridge at the English Creek crossing to accomodate the heavier loads. 

The Virginia Bridge and lron Company of Roanoke, Virginia, was hired in 1929 to build the AR 289 Bridge 
over English Creek. The company was organized in 1895 as a part of the American Bridge and lron 

( 'ompmy,foundedin1889byI.E.Hunter,C.L.MichaelandP.K.Wen~orth.Inthefirstyearsofits 
- aperation, the company primarily produced light highway bridges and structural steel however, it quickly 
experienced massive growth. By 1904, it produced over 12,000 tons of steel per year and was considered to 
be the largest steel fabricating company in the South. During the first year of its operation, the Virginia 
Bridge and Iron Company earned a capita1 of fifty thousand dollars, and by 19 1 1, it was earning upwards of 
one million dollars annually. Further expanding, the Virginia Bridge and Iron Company built a plant in 
Memphis, Tennessee in 1908 and one in Birmingham, Alabama in 1 922.7 Although the Wrought Iron Bridge 
Company was tremendously successful, it merged in 1952 with the American Bridge Company, which is still 
in existence today. 

The AR 289 Bridge over English Creek was built as a single-span Pratt thru-truss. The Pratt truss was 
invented in 1844 by Thornas and Caleb Pratt, and was a prevalent bridge type from the 1840s until the early 
1900s.~ The earliest Pratt trusses were constructed of wood and steel and by 1885 they were made solely of 
steel or iron due to requirements for greater strength and better knowledge of materials. The Pratt thru truss 
was a popular choice for bridges on Arkansas roads and highways throughout the early twentieth century. 

Since the bridge opened to traffic in 1929, it has remained in continuous use, and today remains a vital 
transportation link in this rural part of Fulton County. It is also an excellent example of a Pratt tbru-truss 
produced by the Virginia Bridge and Iron Co . 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Constructed in 1929, the AR 289 Bridge over English Creek is being nominated to the National Register of 

istoric Places with local significance under Criterion A for its associations with the development of 
-. 

Colton S railroad & township map ofArkanras. Map. New York, D. F. Shall, 1854. 
Arkansas State Highway Commission. Road ,Map of Arkansas. 19 1 6. 
' Jack, George S. and Jacobs. Edward Boyle, History of Roanoke County. Roanoke: Stone Publishers, 19 12, p. 112. 

Spero, Paula A. C. Metal T w s  Bridges in Virginia: 1856-1932. Charlottesville: Published by the Virma Highway and 
Transportation Research Council, 1980. p. 8. 
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Fulton County. Arkansas 
County and State 

vehicular transportation in Futton County. The AR 289 Bridge over English Creek is also being nominated 
Criterion C as an exceIlent example of an early twentieth-century Pratt th-mss bridge. This nomination, is 
being submitted under the multiple property listing "Historic Bridges of Arkansas" and under associated 
historic context "'Early Transportation Era." 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
From a p i n t  ten feet west of the west side of AR 289 20 feet south of the southwest comer of the AR 289 
Bridge, proceed northerly parallel to the truss of the bridge fat 200 feet, then proceed easterly perpendicular 
to the truss of the bridge for 40 feet, then proceed southerly parallel to the tmss of the bridge for 200 fmt, 
then proceed westerly parallel to the truss of the bridge for 40 feet to the point of beginning. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 
This boundary indudes the 289 Bridge over English Creek and its immediate setting. 












