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CORMMORN:

County Line School and Lodge
AMD/OR HISTORIC:

County L:Lne Academy
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County Line Masonic Lodge (John Morris, Secretary) >
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Fulton County Courthouse )
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Salem Arkansas
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BESCRIPTION _ Ead, 5
(Check One)
| [0 Excellemt” [ Good O Foir ] Deteriorgted C] Rwins [ Enexpesed
| CONDITION
(Check One) (Check Ona) )
§c] Aliered [ Uraltersd ] Meoved B Original 5ila /

The County Line School and Lodge is a two-storey frame J
structure built circa 1872. The basic floor plan is i
rectangular and measures approximately 40 feet by 25 feet.
White clapboard walls and a gable roof of shingles enclose
the structure. Though quite steep when originally con-

structed, the ridge line was lowered about four feet when
the roof was rebuilt in 1972.

Pine trees cut from a nearby lot were handplaned to use
in construction of the building. The original schoolroom
furnishings were alsco made from handplaned lumber.

The simple exterior lines of the structure are broken only
by window and door copenings, all of which have overhead
trim suggestive of a pediment. Aluminum storm doors now
cover the double-door entry and the three window openings
along the east and west elevations of the first floor.
Six-light double hung sash windows are located on the
secend floor.

335

A fourteen-inch wide sill cover surrounds the exterior,
resting above the cast stone foundation fill added about
1920. Other alterations of that decade include a concrete

porch at the entry, and a brick flue and chimney added to
! the northwest interior corner.

The simplicity of the exterior is repeated in the interior.
The original flecor on the first storey has been twice
covered by new flooring. but the original hand-planed
flooring on the second storey remains. The first floor
consists of a single open room with no interior walls
dividing the space. Lying across the east wall is a six-
inch high, five~foot wide platform. The original school
benches, with the writing surfaces removed from the bhack
of each, now serve the church congregation which meets
weekly in the building. The only new furnishings are a
speaker's podium and a piano, both used during religious
services.

SNOITLODONY LSNI

An enclosed stairway rises along the west interior wall
to a hallway on the second floor. The main room on this
floor is still used as the meeting place for the County
Line Masonic Lodge. Its purpose is reflected in the
furnishings used in Masonic meetings and ceremonies. A
three-foot wide, six-inch high platform lies across the-
east wall of this floor.
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Description (County Line School and Lndge - Page 2)

The simple features of this late 19th century structure
reflect its utilitarian purpose. The community's reed for
a school and lodge was met in this one bullding. The
County Line Schoel and Lodge remains intact and much the
same today as when first constructed almost 100 years ago.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The County Line School and Lodge was built almost one

hundred years ago to seérve a rural area of the north

Arkansas Ozarks. Built with a tri-fold purpose it represents
one of Arkansas’' earliest community buildings.

The Ccounty Line School and Lodge, built circa 1879, ori-
ginally housed cn its lower floor a one-room school for
students from a two county area. The second fleoor of

the building was designed to serve as & meeting place for
the local Masconic Lodge. Decendants of the early Lodge
members report that the building was also used for.Sunday

worship services by the Ozk Hill Baptist Churcn
congregation..

Construction of the Cocunty Line School and Lodge was
compieted by November, 1879. The two-storey frame structure
was functionally designed, and, except Ffor trim above the
windows and door, was deviod of ornamentation.

It was originally intended that the school and lodge lie
squarely on the Baxter-Fulton County line, thereby serving
both counties. However, a later survey showed that the

structure lies entirely in Fulton County, missing the county
line by a few feet,.

The building was constructed by local citizens, primarily
John Milton Durham and Thomas Benton Caldwell. According
to his son, John Durham arrived in Fulton County about 1867.
A native of North Carclina, Mr. Durham was & skilled car-

penter, and reputedly bulilt a number of structures in the
area.

Thomas Benton Caldwell, also reported to have been one of
the huilders, was born in 1843 in Fulton County, Missouri.
As an artlllery sergeant with the Missouri Confederate
Volunteers, CTaldwell was captured by Unien forrces in the

spring of 1852. Later that vear he was freed as part aof
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a prisoner exchange. Following the Civil War, Caldwell moved
to Fulton County Arkansas, where he made his living by
farming and educated his five children at the County Line
Academy.

Across the front of the first flcocor school room was a
lecture platform raised about six inches off the flcoor.
Hand-made benches served as desks for the students. A board
extended behind the top of sach bench and served as a
writing surface for the student on the bhench behind. Other
than the remcoval of this rear extension, the benches remain
much the same today as when used by 19th century students.

Professor G. W Tomkins, whese neme appears on a school
certificate issued in 1881, was probably the first principal
of the County Line Acaceny. In 1887 James H. Caldwell,

eldest son of Thomas B. Caldwell; became principal of the
school in which he had been a student just a few years before.

The County Line School was operated continually until 1948.
By that time improved roads and methods of transportation
made possible the creation of conscolidated school systems
which replaced one-room neighborhood scheols., The County
Line School is representative of the effects of consolidation
on rural schools.

The fraternal purpose for which the County Line School and
Lodge was built is still being fulfilled. Since it was
chartered on November 28, 1879, Masonic Lodge #3273 has con-
tinually met on the second floor of the County Line School
and Lodge. Jchn M. Durham, who built the structure, was

a charter member and first Master of the County Line Lodge.
Ancther of the sixteen charter members was Thomas Benton
Caldwell.

Though children no longer learn to read and write within its
walls, the old building continues to house its original
Masonic Lodge. and to serve as a Sunday meeting place for a
small Baptist congregation. Other than the loss of its
educaticnal role, very little of its purpose or appearance
has changed in the almost 100 years since the County Line
School and Lodge was first constructed,

\
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8. Significance {(County Line School and Lodge -~ Page 3)

This multi-purpose building which served early settlers in
two counties of the Arkansas Ozarks, is still needed and
used today. Its preservation and upkeep will continue
because of both sentimental attachment and the continuing
need for such a structure.
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1. MAME

COMMDN

County Line School & Lodge

AND/GOR HISTAORIC

County Line Academy

NUMERIC COCE {Aatigned by NPS5)

2. LOCATION 7
STATE COUNTY TOWN
Arkansas Fulton near Gepp

STREET AND NUMBER

on rural road at point Just west of Baxter-Fu]ton county line, and about two
miles south of Arknasas-Missouri state 1ine.

3. PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTOD CREDIT
Robert Dunn

DATE

September, 1974

NESATIVE FILED AT
Arkansas Historic

Preservation Program

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIABE VIEW, DIRECTIGN, ETC,

Facade and north elevation, viewed from northwest
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County Line School & Lodge
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County Line Academy
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Arkansas - Fulton near Gepp

STAEET AND MUMBER

on rural road at point just west of Baxter-Fulton county line, and about two
miles south of Arkansas~Missouri state line

3, PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO CRETYT
Robert Dunn

DATE

September, 1974

MEGATIVE FILED AT
Arkansas Historic
Preservation Program

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIAE YVIEW, CIRECTION, ETC.

Second floor interior

|
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