
United States Department of the Interior 
Kational Park Sewice 

> 
.I tional Register of Historic Places 

Registration Form 
This form i s  for me in nominating or requestin! dewminations for individual prownies and dislricts. See instructions in How ro Cornplerc the ~Varional Repxrer 
ojI1'1.rloric Plac~s  Registrotion Fom (National Rgisret PEulIdin 16.4) Complttc ench item by marking 'k" in he  appropriate box or hlr. enterins the information 
coqucstcd If an item d m  not apply to [he property bein! documented. mter "V/A" fot "not applicable." Far functions, architectural clmifrmtinn. matcrials. and 
artas ofsignifiance, enter only cafegoriw and subcafegoria fmm the instn~cfions Place additional enhes and narrative items on contin~~ation sheas WPS F o n  
10-SrOOa). Use a typemiter. word proceswr, or computer, to wmplett all itcms. 

1, Name of Property 

historic name Ozark Courthouse Square Historic District 

other nameskite number - - 

street & number Buildings on W. Commercial, W. Main, 2nd and 3d Streets, Courthouse Sq. not for publication 
- 

cily or town Ork vicinity 

state Arkansas code AR county Franklin code 047 zipcode 72949 

3, SEstelFedeml Agency Certification 

As !hc dcsignatcd authority undcr thc Nai~onal Historic Preservation Act. as amended, I hereby ccnify that thE~ nominalion 
raquert for detcnninailon of  cligihiltty meets the  documentation standards for rcgistcring propcrtles in the h'ational Register of Historic 
Places and meels rhc prtlcrdural and professional requkrnenn set for in 36 CFR Par1 60. In my opinion. the prnpee meets 
d o a  not macl Ihe  h'rt~ond Registm criteria. 1 recommend ha this property be considered s i ~ n i f i ~ n t  

' nationally C ]  ~tnterv~dc locally. (Seecominuat~on shecr for additional comnrcnts,) 

Signature o f  cenif3ing of7icidfTitle Date 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Pmgram 
Stntt or Federal azzncy and bureau 

tn my opinion, the property meets [3 does not meet the National Regisla critw~a (0 See Continuation sheet for additional 
comments ) 

Signature of owrifying o f i c i f i t l e  Dale 

State m Fedrral agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 

1 herel?! cenie that the property is Signature of the Keeper Date oi'hcriun 

entered in the National Rqistcr 
See mnlinuation sheet 

determined slip~ble for lhc 
Nat~onal Rceistcr 

See continuation shan 
determined no1 cligiblc for the 

Nat~onal Regista. 
sernovcd from illc National 

Re_eis tcr. 

other. (explain.) 



Ozark Couflhouse Square 14isloric District - Franklin Countll. Arkansas 
Name of Propxty County and State 

vnership o f  Property Category of Property Number of Resonrces within Property 
xk a< man! h x s  as apply) (Check only one box) {De not include previously listed rmur~es in count.) 

[XI private 
public-local 

public-State 

public-Federal 

district 

site 

structure 

object 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter %'A" if property IS nil1 pan of a multiple p r o m  listing.) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

32 9 buildings 

sites 

szructllres 
objects 

32 9 Total 

Number of Contribu ting resources pseviensly listed 
in the National Register 

NIA 2 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions Current Functions 
(Enter catqona from inmctionsl (Enter ca~egories from instructions) 

C0h4MERCEd%-ade COMMERCEltrade 

GOVERNMENT GOVERNMENT 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification Materials 
(Fntcr catcgorics from insauniom) (Enlcr catceorim from inslructions) 

I t  alianate Foundation Stone, Brick, Concrete 

Late 1 9Ih CentllryirEarly 20' Century Vernacular walls Brick, Stone 
Commercial 

roof Asphah 
other 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historrc and current condition of r k  ppen3. on one or more continuation sheets.) 



O m k  Courthouse Square Historic District 
Name of Prop+ 

Franklin Countv- Arkansas 
County and r 

' ~plicahle Yafional Register Criteria k v e l s  o l  Significance (local. stare,,nalional) 
rk "x" in one or more hose for the criteria qualifying h e  property Local . . 

7 r  Naiional Register listing.) 

A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of Areas of Significance p n ~ e r  ca~eeories fmm insrmctions) 

our history. Architecture 
Commerm 

B Property is associated with h e  lives of persons Community Planning & Development 
significant in our past. 

C Property emhdies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of constnrction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values. or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
mark Y' in all the hoxcr that apply.) 

Property is: 
A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 
f' 

4 B removed from its original Imt ion.  

C. birthplace or grave of a histo~cal figure of outstallding 
impmnce. 

D a cemetery. 

Period of Significance 
1890-1930 

Sigaificant Pates 

Sign if iant Person !Comp!ere if Criterion B is marked) 
N f A  

Cultural Atfiliation (Complae if Criterio~ D i s  marked) 

NIA 

E a reconstmcted buildins object, or stnrcture. 

F a comemerative property 
ArchitectlBuilder 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Frank Gibbs, Architect 
within the past 50 years. J. Frieze, Claude Talley, Builders 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the sienificance of the p ~ p e r t y  on om or more continuation sheets.) 

Bibliography 
(Cite h e  hook,  aaicles. and other nourfes u x d  in preparing this form on one or more cantinuation rhcds.) 

Previous documen tation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 
preliminary deremination of individual Iisting (36 State Historic Presenation Ofice 
CFR 671 has ken requested Other State Agency 

previously listed in the National Register Federal Agency 
Previously determined eligible by the National Local Government 
Register University 

designated a National Historic Landmark Other 
=fi recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository: 

# 
21 recorded by Historic American Ensinwing 

Record # 



Ozatk Courthouse Square Historic District 
Nnmc o f  Propeny 

Franklin County, Arkansas 
C~rliity and Statc 

- 

10. Geographical Data 

reage of Property Less than one acre - 

Verbal Boundaty Drrscription 
@escri be the boundarim o f  the p m w  on a ccmtinuakion sheet.) 

Boundary dusfification 
(Fxplaln why the boundaries wen: seIo3ed on a continuation she&) 

3 - 
7nnc Emsling Northing 

[XI Sce continuation sheet 

21. Form Prepared By 

nameltitle Sandra Taylor Smith, Consultant to Main Street Orark 
organizxtion Main Skeet Ozark Date March 30,2002 

street & number P.O. Box 253 telephone (850)667-5337 

city or town Ozark state Arkansas zip mde 72949 

Additional Documentation 
Subrn~t the Fullozrinp i t e m  wirh the completed fum: 

, ntinuation Sheets 
-. 

TiapS 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's tocation 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Represenmtive black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with thc SHPO w FPO for any additional items ) 

Property Owner 
(Compicte t h ~ s  itcni nt the requesl of $1 !PO or FPO ) 

name 

street & number telephone 

city or town state zip code 

Papenvork Reduction Act Strtemrnt: This information is being collected for appl idons  to tk National Re&istwafHistoric Places lo norninmc propenics for 
listing or determine eligibility for listrng, lo list properties, and to amend existing listing. Respom to this r e W 1  i s  requird to oblarn a benefit In ~~Cr i rdan~e  
with the Nationnl I [istnric Prcscrvation Act, as amended ( 16 U.S.C. 470 er wq ) 

Estlm~ted Barden Stntcment: Public reporting burden For this form is estimated to average 18. I hours per response inc'tuding time for reviewing imsln~ctim, 
'Ilcnn~! and maintain~ng drtta. and completing and retiewing the form. Direct comments reparding this burden estimare or any aspect of this farm to the Ch~ef, 

~ n i s ~ n t i v t  Scrvices Division. National Park Service, P 0 Rox j7127. Washington, DC 20013-7 127: and the Rfficc o f  Manapcrnent and Budref, Papenunrl; 
.~~ctions Proicca ( 1024-001 a), Washington, IX 20303. 



Q& Courtl~ouse Square Historic District 
Kame of Property 

Franklin County, Arkansas 
Cnrr~ily nnd Srntc 

United States Department of the Interior 
,. -1ational Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 7 Page 1 

Summary 

The Ozark Courthouse Square Historic District contains a total of forty-three (43) buildings located on and 
around the streets surrounding the Franklin County Courthouse. The buildings found in the district reflect 
the grou.th and commerce of Ozark, Arkansas, during its most affluent period from 1890 to 1930. A11 but 
one of the buildings are fifty years old or older, thirty-four (79%) of which contribute to the sf gni ficance of 
the district and nine that have been significant15 although not irrepambly, altered from their historic 
appearance. Constructed of materiaIs indigenous to the region, these buildings reflect vernacular commercial 
adaptations of architectural styles common, to the district's period of significance. T\w examples of this 
construction approach within the district are individually listed on the National Register- the Franklin County 
Coutthouse (NR 9-22-95) and the Bristow Hotel (NR 2- 1 8-99). 

The streetscape of the Ozark Courthouse Square Historic District and the buildings themselves appear much 
..s they did during the forty-year period of O m k  history most reflective of its development (1 890- 1 93 0). 

Almost all of the buildings are occupied and the area conmined in the district remains a busy center of 
regional commerce and local government. 

Elaboration 

The O7ak Courthouse Square Historic District contains a total of forty-three (43) buildings located on four 
principal streets {West Commercial, Weest Main, Second and Third Streets) that surround the district's 
centerpiece, the Franklin County Courthouse. The courthouse presents a minimal style appearance reflective 
of its reconstlvctien in 1944-45 following a damaging fire. The remaining forty-nvo buildings in the district 
are one, two, and three-story vernacular adaptations ~Fcornmetcial styles common in the county during their 
time of constmcrion. Adjacent to the district is the Arkansas River. one block south, and two "oildings 
individually listed on the Yatienal Register of Historic PIaces, the 1910 Missouri Pacific Railroad Depot and 
the 19 14 Franklin County Sail, both constructed of rusticated native limestone. 

Locally quarried limestone is a dominant building material within rhe district. The light colored stone 
contributes to the district's distinctive character. Although not elaborate, the appearance o f  the buildings in 
the district strongly conveys a sense of time and place as Ozark's commercial and county governmental 
center much as it appeared during its strongest period of growth from 1 890 to 1 930. 

West Commercial Street (U. S. Highway 64) 
r l e  building located at J 09 W. Commercial is a narrow one-story structure constructed c. 1900. The building 

--"atures distinguislled brick-arched windows flanking a center entry. Originally the building at 1 1 0 West 
Commercial faced No& z " ~  Street, but was remodeled in the 1940s with a brick facing and oriented to face 
West Commercial. A cast iron post is visible on the front north end of the 2"d Street elevation of this 
building. 
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The Franklin County Courthouse is Iocated at 2 1 1 West Commercial. Listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places (9-22-951, the three-story courthouse was originally constructed in 1904 and rebuilt in 1944- 
45 after a fire severely damaged the building. Arkansas architect Frank Gibb designed the original 
courthouse building, constructed in 1 904 in the Italian Renaissance style. The reconstructed courthouse 
building was designed by architect T. Ewing Shelton from Fayetteville, Arkansas. The brick building was 
reconstructed with flat roof, shortened comer towers and minimal detail. 

The north side of the 200 block of West Commercial Street contains a row of nine commercial buildings that 
appear much as they did in the late 1920s. Seven of the buildinss in this bIock (200-202,204,208,210,2 12, 
2 14, and 2 16 147est Commercial were constructed at the same time and although separate buildings, are 
.'dentical in height, storefront layout, building materials and design. These one-story- brick buildings, 

riginally constructed in the early twentieth century were re-constructed c. 1927 adding a new brick faqade 
with pIate glass storefronts topped by transom windows. Simple brick cornices feature recessed brick panels, 
denoted by decorative brick banding and brick pilasters denoting the separation between buildings. 

The building Iocated at 218 West CarnrnerciaI is a two-story brick structure that: although the fa~ade  (south 
elevation) was re-bricked foI10~1ing a fire in 1 925, has chmcteristics indicative of its original early twentieth 
century ltalianate style jnnuence exhibited in slightly arched second story windows. The Arkansas Val ley 
Bank Building at 220 West Commercial is a two-story brick structure with main entry and small recessed 
second story balcony set into a beveled comer. Bands of cut stone run above the first and second story 
windows and also below the second story windows. First floor windows feature cut stone sills. A decorative 
frieze features decorative terra cotta decoration. 

300 Block West Commercial 
The Maxey Hardware Store Bui !ding located at 300 West Commercial is a NO-story brick building with 
Italianate style characteristics in its second story round-arched windows and decorative brick banding in 
recessed panels. The two buildings at 302 Wed Commercial are spanned by brick cornices with zigzag 
pattern. Although both buildings feature arched windows topped by hood moldings and small arched vents 
above second story windows, distinctive differences distinguish the character of  each building. 

The two-story buildings located at 308 and 3 1 0 UTest Commercial were refaced in the 1940s. A small, one- 
story brick and stone building at 3 12. West Commercial ifills the space betuwn the two-story 308 and 3 10 

uildings and the large building on the end of the block, 3 18 LV. Commercial. Constructed around 1920 on 
-,he eastern end of the block, the building at 3 1 8 ?Vest Commercial is one-stov of nisticated cut limestone 

construction and features a recessed cut out corner e n v .  Seven buildings located on the south side of the 
300 block of West Commercial are one storq-. of brick and cut stone and constructed between 1 9 1 5 and 1 920, 
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West Main Street 
West Main Street features three buildings, two of which are historic. The buildings at 207 and 2 1 5 West 
Main Street were constructed c.1915, but have been significantly altered from their original appearance with 
changes to portions of their fagades. The building at 22 1 Wrest Main Street was constructed c. 1 980 and 
houses the F d i n  County Assessor's ofices. 

South Second Street 
Four buildings on South 2" Street face the east elevation of the Franklin County Courthouse. The Hunt- 
Siemens Building at 100-1 0 1- 103 South 2nd Street was constructed in 1885 and is a two-story brick structure 
with virtually unaltered storefronts. The I 06 South znd Street building is a small one-story cut stone-faced 
structure with minimal detailing. The Bristow Hotel, located at 1 12 South 2" Street is a two-story rusticated 
stone building constructed in 1 909. The Bristow Hotel was listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
*2-18-99). TWO one-story concrete block buildings on the southern end of the 100 block of South 2" Street 

. lave been altered from their original 1940s appearance with the addition of metal storefront cornice. 

North Second Street 
Three c. 1900 one-story brick buildings are located on the east side of North 2nd Street and remain much as 
they appeared originally. Similarly styled, these building feature simple brick recessed panels below the 
cornice lines. A Coca-Coal advertisement is panted on the upper portion of the building at 106 North zna 
Street. 

South Third Street 
South 3rd Street contains six historic commercial buildings. At the southwest corner of South 3rd and West 
Commercial Streets is a one-story brick building, constructed c. 1885. Originally two-stories, the building 
contained a confectionary and drug store. The storefront is remarkably intact aIthough aluminum panels have 
covered upper portions of the buiIding. Tile E. Mi. Blackburn Drug Store Building at 107 South jrd Street 
was constructed c. 1 908 by local builder Claude Talky, who constructed many of the stone buildings in 
Ozark's commercial district. A pocket park is located in the middle of the 100 bIock of South 3rd Street 
where a former two-story structure stood. Two large, two-story brick buildings at 1 1 1 and 1 13 South 3rd 
Sheet have been remodeIed and do not contribute to the historic significance of the district. 

Integrity 
The Ozark Courthouse Xqwe Historic District possesses a strong sense of place reflective of the period of 
historic significance of the district (1 890- 1930 j. The ma-jorizy of the forty-three (43) buildings appear much 

r -; they did during this era of the city's history, retaining original architectural features and materials used in 
-heir construction and displaying the urorkmanship employed by former local buildings utilizing stone native . 

to the area. The forty-three (43) buildings within the Ozark Courthouse Square Historic District present a 
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significant (md cohesive grouping of structwes defining the city's early propess and forward-looking unity 
through strong preservation activities. 
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Summary 

Including the Franklin County Courthouse and forty-two buildings on the Ifour surrounding streets, the Ozark 
Courthouse Square Historic District is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places with local 
significance, under Criterion A and C. As a collection, the buildings in the Osark Courthouse Square 
Historic District exhibit local craftsmanship in the construction of vernacular commercial architecture as the 
city grew and developed in its most significant historic period, 1890 to 1930. 

Elaboration 

Omrk, Arkansas, is a small t o l l ,  population r o u ~ h l y  4.000, situated between the edge of the Ozark 
fountains and the b<znk o f  the Arkansas Ritw in Franklin CounQ. The terrain ofthe northern part of the 

.--ounty is rolling to mountainous. while the southern part is flat to gently roiling hills. The Arkmws River 
bisects Franklin County near the middle. providing a broad valley of rich alluvia1 soiI. Because the river 
divides the county. residents of the northern one-half primarily transact business in Ozark, the county seat of 
the northern district of the county, while residents of the southern pofiion of the county transact business at 
Charleston, the county seat of the southern area of Franklin County. 

Ozark is located forty miles east of Fort Smith, the nearest large city, and 130 miles \vest of Little Rock, the 
capital city of the State. Ozark is on the main line of the Missouri Pacific Railread: between K m a s  City and 
New Orleans, the main highway US 64 from Little Rock to Fort Smith and the main route north to ,Missouri, 
Arkansas Highway 23. Brochures advertising the city in the 1930s boasted that eight roads lead into the city 
from every part of the county and adjacent towns. 

Early in the 1 830s two hunters, Judge David Walker and Archibald Yell wandered upon a view of the 
Arkansas River fmm the northwestern heights and decided that it would be a good site for a town. As 
shrewd lazyen and astute businessmen, they had in mind a possible location for the seat of justice of  
Franklin County that was then in the making. They approadled William Hail, a businessman who had 
purchased a la rg  portion of the land, which mvould become Ozark. In 1836, the three men proceeded to lay 
out the town A year later when Franklin County cms created, Ozark became the county sent. Ozark (from 
the French name for the area. Am Arc, the most accepted translation of which means hig bend. in reference 
to the sharp, nineteen-mile bend that the Arkansas River makes at this point) was an important area for river 
commerce, both northwest to Fort Smith and southeast to Little Rock. A landing place for boats on the 

~ b s a s  River was secured and the construction of business buildings was begun. The newt town was 
71dvertised in newspapers as far away as New Orleans announcing that lots would be sold at a big barbeque. 
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The town of Ozark experienced a steady growth in the period from 1840 to 1860. Many brick buildings were 
constructed in this era, in particular a two-story brick courthouse in the center of the town site. Settlers in 
northern part of the county obtained most of their supplies through the steamboat landing at Ozark. This u7as 
possible in large part to an early road from Ozark to Huntsville that was "good enough for wagon travel." 
The many customers of the Ozark merchants weTe scattered up and down the Arkansas River and over miles 
of the Ozark Mountains. 

Ozark was severely affected by the Civil U7ar; nearly the entire town was burned. The brick courthouse was 
used as a Federal magazine, and portholes were dug in its wails. Although devastated by the Civil War, 
Ozark recuperated rapidly following the end of the war. Businesses rebuilt beginning in the courthouse 
square area. The arrival of the Little Rock and Fort Smith Railroad in Ozark in January 1876 heralded a 

, ~ignificant period of growth in the city. The downtown commercial district grew, reflecting the two major 
Jurces of transportation and its status as the center of government in the southern region of Franklin County. 

In 1885, stone sidewalks were canstmeted around the town square, although most of the buildings were of 
frame or brick construction. 

A devastating fire in 1904 destroyed many commercial structures in the downtown area. Following this fire 
several buildings were constructed from the locally quarried native limestone. Local builders, 5. Frieze and 
Claude Talley were responsible for the construction of several of the stone buildings built in Ozark in the 
first decades of the twentieth century. 

In the earIy years of the hventieth century, Ozark becme the center of several coal-mining operations. The 
minerals found in FranW in County include coal, clay, iron and shale. The United States Geological Survey 
tested the coal deposits and proclaimed it the best quality of coal west of West Virginia The Philpot Valley 
Coal Field, located six miles northeast of Ozark produced many tons of coal. Franklin County, Arkansas was 
advertised for its varied resources with agriculture, mining operations, and river and rail traffic. Discovery 
and production of natural gas also helped to contribute to the growth of the community. 

Agricultural enterprises abounded in the area; good soil and climatic conditions provided excellent growing 
opportunities. Nearby a group of German settlers established vineyards and successful winery. A brochure 
published by the Ozark Chamber of Commerce in the early 1930s enticed that the area " . . .will furnish you as 
many different ways of earning a livelihood, or making an investment, as any county in the state. We can 
satisfj you, with either, Agriculture, Horticulture, Dairying, Poultry, Live Stock, Fruit, Truck, Mining, 
" umbering, opportunities for Business Investments, Sports and Fishing, Hunting and Vacationing." In the 

,~rst decades of the twentieth century? Franklin County was extensively advertised as "The Land of a Million 
Smiles", and " The PIayground of America." Tourists flocked to tbe area in the summer, to take advantage 
of the "Loveliest Scenic Spot in Arkansas." 
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Significance 

The Ozark Courthouse Square Historic District is a collection of commercial buildings surrounding a 
traditional courthouse square. All but one of the buifdings is over fifty years of age and 34 (79%) of the 
buildings contribute to the historic significance of the district. The buildings in the district best reflect the 
growth and development of Ozark from the period 1 890 to 1 930 and have changed 1ittIe since their date of 
consmction. Native Iimestone, quarried nearby, is commonly used in the construction of many of the 
buildings in the district. Although simple .r~ernacular versions of popular American commercial architecture, 
they display focal crnfismanship and a small town's entrepreneurial spirit. 
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UTM References 

Verbal Boundaw Description 
/ 

' ,. ieginning at a point at the intersection of W. Commercial Street (US. Highway 64) and 4' Street, the 
boundary runs north along N. 4Ih Sheet to the alley behind (north) of the buildings in the north side of the 300 
block of W. Commercial Street. At this point the boundary turns and runs east along the: alley, across N. 3rd 
Street to the alley north of the buiIdings in the 200 block of W. Commercial to the intersection of the alley 
and N. 2nd Street. At this point the boundary runs east across N. 2" Street and east on the alley north of the 
building located at 106 N, 2" Street. The boundary turns and runs south behind (east) of the property lines 
of the 100 block of N. 2"d Street. At the point where the boundaq intersects Commercial Street, it continues 
to run due south along the rear property lines (east) of buiidinss in tbe 100 block of S. 2" Street to its 
intersection with Main Street. At Main Street, the boundary runs west to S. 2nd Street where it turns to run 
south to the sear property Ijnes of buildings in the 200 block of Main Street. At the point where the boundary 
intersects S. 3rd Street, it turns to run north on S. 3rd Street to the intersection of Main Street. At S. 31d and 
Main Streets, the boundary turns and runs west to S. 4Ih Street where it turns and runs north along S. 41h 
Street to the intersection of W. Commercial Street and the point of beginning. 

Boundary Justification 

The boundary was decided through a study of the d o u ~ ~ t o u n  core of buildings in Ozark, Arkansas. The 
boundaries of the Ozark Courthouse Square Historic District define the most contiguous and historic portion 
of the downtown. 


