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Tm SIIELMN-ELICII FAI1MSTEA5 
Webb C i t y ,  Franklin County 

c. 1880 

DESCBlPTION. The Shelton-Rich Farmstead log house is a Midland Tradition tcc-story lag 
house,  u i t h  t ~ o  rooas on each f loor ,  which was "improved" i n  later years x i t h  a 
weatherboard sheathing on the exterior. An outbuilding and a well l a  later addition) are 
also extant on the site. The site, objects and log  house remain virtually undisturbed and 
hare been meticulously maintained bp t h e  same f a ~ i l y  since 1336. 

AlURATfO?l. Today, t h e  house resembles a frame house, but closer examination of t h e  
tructure reveals the single-pen l og  construction. The f r on t  of the house faces west. A 

stacked f icldstone dry mortar) foundation supports  the structure between piers of larger, 
quarried stones.  The original pen had two four-over-four sash windows with one hinged 
front door between them. A one-room addition to the  south impro~ed the home in later  
Fears. The foundation stones and timbers evidence t h e  addition to the  south,  here a 
division in the porch foundation is ob~ious. 

The house, constructed f rom stacked, hand-planked oak logs and joined at the corners 
uith square or half-dovetailed notches, is characteristic of the Midland building 
tradilion. Broad-axe markings are obvious on timbers that span the foundaticm piers and in 
the exposed rafter plate  in the second story.  Later improvements included sheathing much 
of t h e  exterior in hand-planed boards'Cc. 1880). 

The house has a side-gable roof covered originally with wood shingles. The wood 
shingles are extant under a later covering of asphalt  shingles.  A front shed-porch with  
seven Craftsman columns (some champhered) added before 1936 shelters the main entrance, 
The west elevation (front)  today has three, four-over-four, double-hung windows, two which 
f l a n k  the door opening into the  north room and one next to the door opening into the south 
room. 

]Both the north and south elevations have matching exterior-end, quarried stone 
chimneys, which render the house symmetrical in appearance when viewed from t h e  east and 
west elevations. b t h  chimneys corbel at the sh~ulders and have wider bases of the same 
vassive stone. 

A shed-mom Itbe "lean-to" on the original log house) with a door opening and stone 
=teps on its east wall (back) and another door opening onto a recessed back porch from t h e  
south wall of the  shed improved the east elevation (back). Fieldstone s t e p s  approach the 
recessed back porch on the east elevation. The in te r ior  is sheathed in hand-planed bards. 
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The nor th  elevation d i f f e r s  in aymmetrr from the south elevation because of t h e  shed 
addition, chich has one, four-over-four, double-hung window central on the north wall of 
the shed. This is the only cindov on the first f loor  of the n o r t h  eleration. TKO four-  
pane, sliding windocs (sliding horizontally into the  wall) flank the  chimnep on t h e  second 
floor of the  n o r t h  elevation. The south elevation has four, four-over-four, double-hung 
vindows placed sgmmetricallp alongside i t s  chimney, two on the first floor and tvo  on the 
second f 1 oor . 

The main entrance today is in the south addition of the west elevation, opening into a 
kitchen. There is no hall betwen t h e  two main rooas of the house, but a door no% 
penetrates t h e  original s t ruc tura l  vall, creating a passage. The interior log  salls, 
sheathed i n  hand-milled boards, are either unfinished or varnished in places except for 
*he exterior wall of the original s t r u c t u r e .  With the addition of the  south rooa, the  

iginal exterior wall became an interior =all, and traces of vhite pa in t  w i t h  accents of 
-ed  are noticeable. 4 trap door leading to a crawl space in the  gable revealed an original 
stationary gable ~ i n d o u  trimmed in red oxide pain t .  The or ig ina l  facia board of the 
exterior wall is also painted red and remains exposed in the second floor. The exterior 
matherboard on the south elevation of the  original pen was loosened and reapplied to 
achiere a flush board interior wall for cosmetic reasons. The white paint bears evidence 
of this improvement as well as weathering indications i . ,  t h e  portion of the  
weatherboards that formerly overlapped Fere not as weathered nor  Mere they painted white). 

A former s ta i tue l l  opening is evident in the ceiling of the  north room, suggesting the  
position of t h e  origins1 stairva~ to the sleeping loft .  The present ovner, Edna Rich 
Coble,  onf firmed t h a t  her father removed this stair to the barn and closed t h e  opening in 
t h e  ce i l ing  when he created the opening between the two rooms on the first floor. 

A narrov, steep, enclosed stair, typ ica l  of later Midland houses (earlier houses had 
crude ladders), remains in the northeast corner of the south room. Machine-milled planks 
applied vertically enclose the stair~ell and create a closet under the stair; smooth, 
worn, handcrafted "button" hardware secure the  doors of the closet. 

The s t a i r ~ a ~  leads to t w o  rooms on the  second floor. The original rafter plate and 
hand-hem logs with broad-axe markings, chinked with mortar and cement, are exposed. The 
planked logs of the second story reveal the structural walls of the original single-pen 
house and its board-enclosed gables (later improvement). 

The outbuilding nor th  of the house is crudely built, covered v i t h  a corrugated sheet 
!tal roof and sided with vertical weatherboards ( b a r d  and batten). The crude 
!atherboard doors have large, rusted hinges. The outbuilding has a quarried stone 

,oundation and an earth floor. 
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This dcuble-pen outbuilding originally served as a combination chicken coopJhog pen, though 
it noc serves a s  a storage facility. Judging from their construction, both pens Eere Cuilt 
by 1300, i f  n o t  earlier. 

Several site features original to t h e  farmhouse surv ive  on the site and are therefore 
included sithin the boundary. The sell, lochted to the north of the house, is approximately 
eight inches in diameter, and has a log hoist. The long, galvanized bucket and rope are 
secured against  theft in t he  outbuilding. Further to the north is the ru ins  of the  large,  
original vood frame barn which sheltered t h e  horses and livestock. To the north and east ,  
a crude log-and-x i re  fence separates the house from the pastnre. A fieldstone f e m e  uall 
r e ~ a i n s  in t h e  pasture behind ths houst (to the  east), the criginal purpose of u h i c h  xas to 
 for^ a'stoiie pen t o  prevent the  hogs f r ~ m  foraging in the planted areas. Approximatel)- fifty 
ysrds to t h e  s ~ u t h k e s t  of t h e  house is the original Shelton family c e n i e t ~ r ~ ,  which ccntains 
s e v e r ~ l  grxiqes, marked and uf i~arked, and is reputed  to contain also the unaarked grave cf 
a foracr s l s v e .  Finally, approximately one-thousand yards to t h e  south is t h e  pond ~ h i z h  was 
zreated bl- t h ~  Rich famil:- t c .  1936) as a private fish storage pond when they acquired the 

1 
prcprt:;,  
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Sum~iiarr. The  S h e l t ~ n / f i i c h  rarsstead is a fine ex-a~ple of a Midland Tradition log house, 
typical of pre-railroad folk h o u s ~ s  built in Arkansas. The house is intact and f e u  
alterations have been made ~ h i c h  might affect the its integrit~. T h e  s i t e  cf the  house is 
significant also due t o  the fact that it has survived fro& C.  188C as an undisturbed 
farmstead with outbuildings and contributing ob jec t s  that have t h e  pctential ZG rereal 
additional information about historic Franklin  count^ inhabitants. 

Elaboration. The Shelton-Rich Far~lstead is an in tac t  far& that has remained relatively 
unaltered over t h e  years. Located in rural Pebb City, Arkansas (Franklin County:, the 
propert:; was originallq- part of a land g r a n t  to the State of Arkansas for use in t h e  
constructicn of a railroad line between Little Rock and Fort Smith, a branch of the Cairo 
and Fulton Railroad (Congressional Grant, February 9 ,  1853 - Kirby's Dieest Statutes of 
Arkansas, p .  1861. On January  10, 2380, the L i t t l e  Rock & Fort Smith Railroad sold the site 
(163 acres comprising the northwest quarter of section 311, excluding a strip of land 200- 
feet ~ i d e  along the rail lines, to Uilliam Martin Shelton, ~ h o  probably b u i l t  the  log house. 
William Martin Shelton %as born July 27, 1847 in Jackson Ccuntg, Alabama. In 1866 he married 
Martha Adeline Shelton (born in Jackson County, Alabama on January 16, 1 & 4 7 ) .  They Eere t h e  
parents of three children (Florence, Dora and one unknown l . Hartha Shelton died in Webb City, 
A r k a n s a s  on September 4 ,  1910; Uilliam d i e d  in Webb City on January 12, 1318. 

Shelton also purchased 40 acres, described as the southwest quarter (40 acres) of the 
south~est quarter of Section 34 from the  Little Rock and Port Smith Railroad for $40. 
Sheltan's total land holdings i n  1880 were 200 acres valued at $610. Tax records reveal 



United States Department of the lnterlor 
National Park Service 

rrlational Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 8 Page 2 

The Shelton-nich Farmstead - Significance (Part 8 )  - 2 

that h'illiam Shelton's property, which cons i s t ed  of separate parcels comprising 200 acres, 
assessed for $250 in 1879. The northk-est quarter was probably develop~d with one or more 
structures in 1880, after the sale to Mr. Shelton, since the taxes jumped from $250 ta 
$640 for the same acreage. The construction date of the l og  house is therefore set  at 
18-80. 

The  west half of the northsest quarter of section 31 changed ovnership six times 
between 1880 and 1887. The L i s t  of Persons and Personal Property Assessed f o r  Taxation in 
Middle Tokmship {Tax records, Franklin County Courthouse, Ozark, Arkansas) reseals t h a t  
William Shelton omed livestock and other personal property on which he paid taxes  as 
 earl^ as 1873, although he d i d  not acquire h i s  property in Webb City until J a n u a r ~ ,  1880 
by warranty deed (Abstract, p. 19: Little Rock & Pt. Smith Railroad, by Joseph 11. 
Converse, Pres., Charles W. lluntington and H.D. Slack  to William Shelton). In 1873, 

, elton owned personal property assessed as follows: two horses @ $50; e leven cattle @ 

-. w s5 ;  two mules @ $53; 15 hogs e $15; value of all other personal property--863; total 
~ a l u a t i o n  of personal property--$230, By 1883, Mr. Shelton's personal property had 
increased and assessed at $362. 

A warranty deed bearing the date December 28, 1917, suggests that William Shelton 
divided into  halves  h i s  160-acre plot described as t h e  northwest quarter of section 31 and 
legally transferred t h e  ~estern 80 acres to h i s  daughter, Dora Shelton Ilolcombe. The value 
of t h e  east half (80 acres), which he retained i n  h i s  name, was $300 and the  value of the 
west half (80 acres ui th  a house and ancillary buildings) was $600, according to county 
tax  records. 

Dora Shelton IIolcornbe retained ownership of the property until 1332, when she sold 80 
-acres to her sister, Florence Lal2ue Shelton Casey, and her husband, L . D .  {Louis Dertie) 
.Caseg- (family history compiled by Alvin Ilarold Cases, Still~ater, Oklahoma). In 1933, the 
Casey's s o l d  79 acres to David A. and Maud Miller and retained a one-acre plot  near t h e  
b igbay ,  on which stood a two-room house, barn and garden. The Miller's sold the same 73 
.acres to James P. Rich in 1936. The warranty deed conveying the  property from t h e  Cases's 
to the Miller's, describes the  property as having "one acre on uhich stands a two-rooned 
box house, including barn and garden." This additional acre with house, barn and garden 
was quit-claimed to James Miller i n  1936 along ~ i t h  the 79 additional acres of farm land. 
According t o  Edna Rich Coble, her father and mother paid $175 for th i s  additional acre, 
and the house served as a temporary home for the family until the Shelton farmhouse (a  
short distance up the road) was altered to meet t h e  family's needs.  

The 80-acre farmstead (the west half of the northwest quarter of sect ion 34) assessed 
Ir $350 in 1936, when t he  James F. and Toka J ,  Rich took possession. According to the  

-. resent okner, Edna Rich Coble, daughter of James and Toka Rich, the  only change made in 
the house after 1936 w a s  t he  installation of a "convenience" doer between t h e  t ~ o  rooms, 
both upstairs and downstairs, Therefore, the expansion from a single-pen house to a twa- 
room house and the extension of the gleeping loft to a f u l l  second-story occurred sometime 
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befcre 1936. 

The Shelton-Rich Log llouse is a classic example of American folk dwellings t h a t  grex and 
changed with the  families they sheltered. Duilt c. 1880, just after the advent cf the 
railroad in this section of Arkansas, the house and outbuilding survive  as fine exa~ples of 
fast-disappearing architectural resources froa that era. 

The  house and farmstead, which continues to include all of the  property associated u i t h  it 
originally, is also significant f o r  i t s  potential to reveal f u r t h e r  infornation segardi~g 
early European settlers of this part  of rural ~estern Arkansas and their means cf 
sgrlcul tu ra l  product  ion and s u r ~  i v a l  (prehistoric archeological surrey ~ ~ r k  h a s  been 
conducted in the general vicinity of t h e  Shelton-Rich farnstead, mid screral sites uEre 
identified south of the Arkansas Birer ~ i t h i n  a f e ~  miles, but there  are nc ~isible 
indicaticns that such s~ttlement occurred on the property includzd ~ i t h i n  the later historic 
far~l. The original deed and t a x  information f o r  Steltcn" livestock h o l d i n g s ,  and later for 
his occupancy ~f the farmstead, support the arguaezt that this s i t e  k-as used f ~ r  both 
lanting snd  pssture land prior to and s f t e r  the  acqaisition of thc l a n d  br the Sa~iiy of 

the current ocners i n  1936 (Jaaes F. and Toka J .  R i c h  were farmers 4-10 raised hcgs,  chickens 
and mst of t h ~ i r  o m  fruits and vegetables, as had the  oxners before them, The:; alsa 
maintained a lake stocked with fish for both h u ~ a n  consumption and fertilization); t h ~  ~ ~ 1 1 ,  
cutbuilding? ruined barn [on a eompletcl:; u~disturbed site), early stone fences, and c~mfter:; 
are extant, ~isible hist~ric resources on the site chich attest to both t h e  c~ntinucus use 
of tf,e site as a =orking farm betueen 1880 and 1840, and to the variety of agricultural 
pursuits vhich the  far^ supported t Livestock, agricultural cultiraticn, f i s h  b r ~ d i n g  and 
harvesting, e t c . 3 .  As such the7 silpport the notion that this farmstead contains arcbeolcgical 
e~idence chich c ~ u l d  prove raluable to furthering our knowledge about local farming methods 
and practices ( including t h e  extent to which post-Ci~il Uar, manufactured farrcing tools Kerf 
being used); the question of whether such farms operated en a subsistence or a capitalistic 
eccnotiy; the subdi~ision of the land by v ir tue  of agricultural function and appropriateness; 
and the changing agricultural uses of the land over time, especially in light of other 
historical inforsation we k n o ~  about the  period. 
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Star t ing  a t  the p i n t  f o m d  by the intersection of the southern edge of County Road 47 
~ i t h  the western edge of t h e  SheSton-Rich Farmstead driveway, proceed westerly along 
County Road 47 for a distance of 750 feet to the intersection with a perpendicular line 
which follows the western boundary l i n e  of Section 3 4 .  Thence proceed southerly along 
the section line fo r  a distance of 2,600 feet to the intersection with a perpendicular 
line which corresponds t o  the southern boundary of the northwest quarter of Section 34 
{and which a lso  parallels County Road 47'). Thence proceed easterly f o r  a distance of 
1,350 feet t o  the intersection with a perpendicular line which parallels the western 
boundary of Section 34. Thence proceed northerly for a distance of 2,600 feet t o  the  
intersecLion with a perpndicular line which parallels the southern boundary of the 
northwest quarter of Section 34 and which forms the southern edge of  County Road 47 
jus t  t o  t h e  west. Thence proceedwesterly along this l i n e  and the southern edge of 
County Road 47 f o r  a distance of 600 feet t o  point of beginning, comprising in all a 
total of 80 acres. 


















