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DESCRlBE THE PRESENT AND ORIG?VAL (IF KlrlOWNl PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Franklin County Courthouse at Charleston t ~ a s  designed by architect 
Frank W. Gibb of Little b e k .  Constructed ;.n 1923, t h i s  two-and- 
one-half storey brick building is of simple l i n e s  with little oma- 
mentation. 

The courthouse has a basic rectangular farm and rests on a f u l l  base- 
-< ment. Except for the cast stone water table, the red brick walls 

are continuous from the ground level to the roof l ine ,  Brick pilasters, 
each w i t h  a east stone "T-shape" pattern at the top, divide the 
wall- surface in to  a series of bays, five on the  north and south 
elevations and w e e  on .the east and west elevations. A metal. 
cornice surrounds the building j u s t  bslow the actual rmfline.  
.-U . *  . . I " .  _ _ _  *. .-. " . 

--- All windows are paired and set in wooden frames w i t h  cast stone lug- 
s f l l s .  The upper sash of each window has nine lights, while each 
low= sash has a stngle large liqht, Basement windows are also dou5le- 
hung 5 u t  have sjx  lights per sa=h. Horizontal panels o f  cast stom 
are s e t  betwoen each pair of f i r s t a n d  second-storey windows. 

1 
!The. main entry, recessed in the center bay sf the north ele-vation, 

. is marked by brick pilasters w i t h  cast stone heads supporting a 
f la t  arch w i t h  keystone. Secodary entries are flush w i t h  the wall 

C 
surface on the east and west elevations. The dauSle doors an the  
w e s t  have a geometrical pattern in +-ha ilpper portion, narrow side- , 

l ights,  and a. w i d e  multi-light transm above- . I 

See0r.d-storey fan windows are located on the east and west elevations, 
and on the center bays of the north and south elevations. The uppsr 
end windows on the north  and south elevations have multi-light 
rectangclar transoms, 

Though the i n t e r i o r  of the building has been thorouqhly renovated, 
the exterior has remained basically unaltered, Several window 
openings have been brick&, but no structural chznges have bean 
made. The courthouse remains in good condi t ion an its original 
s i t e ,  a tree-shaded c o r n e r  in the C h a r l e s t ~ n  busit:ess d i s t r i c t ,  
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STATEMENT OF SlGNIFICANCE 
! 
1 

The largest number of architecturaliy significant buildings in 
Arkansas are the courthouses located in the state's seventy-five 
counties. The county courthouses serve as the focal point  of 
l o c a l  palitical ac t iv i ty ,  and are of t en  the most architecturally 
significant structures in thei r  area. 

. . 

Fraxklin County, spanning the Arkansas River in the w e s t e r n  par t  
of C7e strata, is one 0 2  ten Arkansas counties to have two county 
seats, Named for b n j a m i n  Frankl in ,  the county was created from 
Crawzard County on D e e d e r  19, 1B37- The first permanent county 
sea2 was located at Ozark, which lies nor th  of the Arkansas River, 
Alraost f i f t y  years later, on March 14, 1885,  a second county seat 
was established at Cha-leston to serve the southern part of the 
county, 

In 1523 a prominent L i t t l e  Rock architect, Frank M. Gibb, has hire-3 I 

to d;sign a new courthouse for Franklin County's southern d i s t r i e k ,  
The Charleston courthouse, b u i l t  by cbnttactsr E. P i .  Jenkins, is a ! 

sinple rectangular structure of red brick. Pilasters divide the 
walls into a'series of bays. Window treatment, with fan win2or.r~ I 

aroma a part of the second. storey, is in harmony w i t h  the simple 1 

s ty l e  of the flat-roofed building. 

Ucated on its or ig ina l  site  in the principal business di s t r i c t ,  
the Franklin County Courthouse at Charleston is an architectural 
l a n h a r k  in this west Arkansas con-rltunity. 








