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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK OME 

i 

CHECK ONE - i 
XKALTER~O -MOVED D A T F  

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The original wine-cellar for the Wiederkehr vineyards was dug about 
18C0 by John Wiederkehr. Tee cellar lies beneath the Wiederkehr 
cabin, a-one-2nd-one-half storey log hause which was also b u i l t  
about 1880, Just before the turn of the century the  original cellar 
was enlarged by the addition of a wing to the  south. 

Measurjng zpproximately twenty feet by t h i r t y  feet, t he  or ig ina l  . . 

cellar had walls of native stone resting on the hard-packed-dirk 
floor. -Heavy pos ts  necessary'to support the f loor  above bisected - . .  
t h e  r e c t a n g d z r  r o a m .  In the southwest corner a small recessed 
area was used for starage o f  special wines. 

The c d  1900 addition gave the cellar an ell-shape floor plan. Like 
the original section, the w e s t  wing was lined with native stone 

- . bonded w i t h  mortar. The two-room cellar had a single entry in 'he 
stzircase along t h e  north wall of the o r i g h a l  room. 

In the mid-1960's the Wiederkehr wine cellar was restored to houss 
the Niederkehr Wein Keller  Restaurant. The hard-packed dirt f loors  
were covered with cast stone, and a second outside entry was cu t  
i n t o  the  nar th  elevation.  Tne sxposed-beam ceiling in the  o r ig i -  
n a l  cellar was refinished and t h e  ce i l i ng  in t h e  w e s t  w i n g  was 

,.. plzstered. Deteriorated support posts.were replaced with logs 
- t aken  from the cabin above. 

Except f o r  the addition of woodan tables and chairs, many of which 
are made of old w i n e  casks used by the Wiederkeh's, the cellar  

. looks much the same now as when John Wiederkehr began storing his 
yine there in t h e  late n ine teen th  century. The cellar remains in 
excellent condition, a tribute to t23e s k i l l  of i t s  builder, John 
Wiederkehr. 



- .  a SIGNIFICANCE 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
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! Winemaking is one of the oldest commercial arts to be developed by man. In 
North America. the process of fermenting grapes into wine beqan'during the 
sixteen-th century when R e n c h  Hugenots in Florida mad2 vine from wild grapes'. 

' 

. . 
This a n c i e n t  art was first w i d e l y  practiced in Arkansas dur ing  t h e  late 
nineteenth century when new settlers emigrated from Western Europe to the 
northern hill section of the  state. One of the earliest Arkansas winemakers 

' I 
was John Wiedexkehr, who originated Wiederkehr wines. ' I  

:*:any young Eurogean fami l ies  in the late nineteenth century w e r e  d r a w n  to the 1 
United Sta tes  through t he  advertisements of American rai l road companies. I i 
These ads in European newspapers, magazines and printed l ea f l e t s  offered free 
or icexpensive homesteads to families who would se t t le  along nzwly Laid xail- ! 1 

I 
road tracks. One such advertisement w3s placed by the I ran Mountain R a i l -  
road, which sought m o r e  s e t t l e r s  fo r  a German-Swiss colony nsar Altus, ' 1  
Arkansas. In 1880 John and Catherine Wiederkehr responded t o ' t h i s  adaextlsei I 

msnt. They emigrated from their native a n t o n  Argau, Switzerland, and in 
December, 1680, arrived in north Arkansas. ; 1 
On t he i r  arrival in Altus t h e  Wiederkehx's stayed w i t h  the lc?cal priest, 
Father Z i s - q l e r ,  u n t i l  their log house could be b u i l t . '  The or ig inal  one- 
ad-one-half storey cabin cons is ted  o f  a single large r o o m  w i t h  a l o f t  above: 

1 
Beneath h i s  home John wiederkehr dug a deep cel lar and l ined  it w i t h  bonded ' , 

. - 
- s tone .  H e a v y  wooden posts helped support the cabin floor- The single 

cellar  entry Ted from outside the north elevation of the cabln. The 
Wiedezkehr cab in  and cellar w e r e  completed w i t h i n  two months of the Wiederkehr's I 
arrival. in Altus, and w e r e  typical o f  the nodest homes and cellars built in- 
the area at that time. 

In Swi tzer land  John Hiederkebx had been a shoemaker, and'he continued h i s  1 
trade in nrkansas. But, though he m d e  shoes a3d repaired harnesses and 
leathey goods for a cash income, h:s main interest  was in fzming.  Among 
other craps planted on the forty-acre Wiedzrkehr f m  were qrapes to be used 
for jel l ies and ju ices .  Extra grapes were t u r n e d  into wine to be stored in 
the Wiederkehr collar. 

Originally, t h e  w i n e  produced by John Wiederkehr was used o ~ l y  by t h e  family; 
however, w i t h i n  a rlecade oE h i s  arrival in north -Arkansas, !Siedcrkehr ha2 

I 
begun to sell h i s  homemade wine. using Delaware and cl-thiana grapes, i 
Wiederkehr produced q u a l i t y  wines w h o s e  market t-zlue soon erzbled him to tuL'E 
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- h i s  full attention-to grape-growing and winemaking. F o r  the next thirty years . 
the  Wiefierkehr's made a living from the w b e s  they praduced at their  Ozark . 

vineyards. 

Ir? 1919 P r o h i b i t i o n  ended comnercial production of Wiederkshr wines, S u t  s m a l l  
- qrrantlties were still produced for private and sacramental u s e .  A f t e r  John .. 

Kiederkehr ' s death, -the f am- and vineyards were operated by h i s  son ,  Weman - 

J. B.  Wiederkehr. With-the repeal of Prohibition, grapes from the Wiederkehr 
- vinej-ards were once again used f o r  the commercial production of wine. ?he 

. . 1500 gallon storage capacity in 1934 had grown to about two million gallons i n  
1975. 

As the production o f  Wiederkehr wines increased, so did the need for  storage 
space. 3hut.1903 t h e  o r i g i n a l  cellar was more than doubled with the addi t ion 
of a wing on the west elevation. The enlarged cellar provided adequate storage 
spzce u n t i l  nie-century when nodern structures came into use. 

In 1965 t \ e  or iq ina lwiederkehrcab in  was restored and remodeled for use as a 
g i f t  shop, fie cellars beneath were also restored and used to house a small 
restayrant s2ecializing in Swiss cuisine. The cellars were furnished w i t h  - 
rustic tables ad chairs, many of which were made from old  vaoden wine casks 
which w e r e  once used to store wine in the  cellar. 

For almost a century the Wiederkehr vineyards ,and w i n e  cellars have been . 
ogesated as a family business, with John's grandson, Alcuin Wiederkehr, noy. 
?In charge. %?is S w i s s  immigrant family is representative of t h e  many European 
families who moved to Arkansas in colonies in the n ine teen th  century. With 
other  German-Swiss families who se t t led  in Lhe area, the Wieeerkehrs kelped 
m a k e  Altus one of  the leading grape-growing and winemaking areas in the - 
southwestern United States .  

Symbolic of John Wiederkehr's contributions to Arkans&s4 winemaking industry,  
the Wiederkehr Wine Cellar is one of tine most important historic sites related 
to winemakingbin Arkansas. This h i s t o r i c  cellar, stil l  used as a part of t h e  
family business, is typical of home cellars co~structed for storing wlne in 
late n i n e t e e n t h  century Arkansas, but it is one of few such c e l l a r s  regain ing 
in existence. 
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