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ofHirtoric Places Regktmlion Form (National Register Bulletin l6A). Complete each item by marking 'k" in the appmpria~e box or by entering the Enfomtion 
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1. Fame of Pro~ertv 

historic name Merritt House 

other nameslsite number FA1317 

2. Location 

street & number 139 Worth Broadview w.S. Highway 65 South) not for publication 

civ or town Greenbrier vicinity 

state Arkansas code AR county F a u h e r  code 045 zip code 72058 

3. Statemederal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic hcrvat ion  Act, as amded,  I hereby certify that this nomination 0 
request for determination of eligibility m e w  the documentauon standards far registaing properues in the National Regista of Historic 
Places and mee& the p d u r a l  and professional s e q u i m t s  set for in 36 CFR Fan 60. In my opinion, the property meets a 
does not meer the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be c o n s ~ d e d  significant 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
State or Federal agcncy and burcau 

In my opinion, the propmy meels does not meet the Nanonal Register criteria. (0 See Continualion sheet for additional 
cornmenu.) 

Signature of cemf$ng offiaal~Title Date 

State or Fadmt agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby cenify that the property is: 
0 entered in the National Register. 

0 Sm continuation sheet 
deterrn~ned eligible for the 

National Rea~ster.  

Si gnature of the Keeper Date of Action 

- 
See continuation sheet 

Q determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

removed from the N a u m l  - 

Register. 

[7 other, (explain:) 



Merritt House 
Name of Property 

Faulher County, Arkansas 
County and State 

5. Cl~lassi fication 

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 
(Check as; many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in count) 

[XI ptivate 
public-local 

building(s) 

district 
site 

smcw 

object 

Consributing Noncontributing 

1 1 buildings 

0 0 sites 

0 0 smctllres 

0 0 objects 

1 1 Tntal 

Name of related multiple property listing Number of Contributing resources previously listed 
(Enter 'WA" if pmpxty i s  not part of a multiple property listing.) in the National Register 

Mixed Masonry BuildLngs of Sihs Owens, Sr., 1938-1955 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(Enm categories from ins~ctions) 

DOMESTIClsingle dwelling 

Current Functions 
(Enter categoria fmm instruchns) 

DOMESTlC/singie dwelling 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification Materials 
(En? categories from insb-uctions) (Enter caregori~ h m  instructions) 

Late 1 9Lh & Early 2 0 ~  Century American Movements: foundation CONCRETE 
Craftsman 

walls ST0NE:Sandstone 

roof ASPHALT . . 

other BRICK . 

Narrative Description 
~ s d k  the historic and c m t  condition of the on one or more continuation sheeu.) 



Merritt House 
Kame oipropeny 

Faulkner County, Arkansas 
County and Stalc 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark 'k" in one or morc 'ma ior the mmia qualifying the p r o m  
for National Iisbng.) 

Levels of Significance (local, state, national) 

LOCAL 

A Property is associated with events that have made 
a siplllficant contribution to the broad partems of 
our history. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories fmrn insrmctions) 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significmtnt kt our past. 

[XI C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a sipficant a d  
d~siinguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance 
individual distinction. c. 1948 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehktwy or history. 

Criteria Considerations Significant Dates 
(Mark 3" in all the l m x u  that apply.) C. 1948 
Property is: 
0 A owned by a religious institution or used for 

rehgiws purposes. 
Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is matkd) 

B. removed from its original location. 

D C. birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding 
1mpor6ance. Cultural Nlliation (Complete if Criterion D is marked) 

D a cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object, or smcture. 

F a commemorative property 
ArchiiedBuilder 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Silas Owens, Sr., mason 
witbin the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain thc :e PC the property on one w mre mntinuadon sheets.) 

9. Major n~b~~ographical References 

Eiblbgrnphy 
(C~ le  thc books, aniclts, and other sourcs used in m n g  this fmm on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file PI'S): 
preliminary determination of indibldual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

previously listed in the National Register 
Previously determined eligible by the NationaI 
Register 

designated a National Historic Landmark 
17 recorded by Historic American Buildings Sumey 

# 
recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record P 

Prtrnaw location of additional data: 
Smte Historic Preservation Office 
Other State Agency 
Federal Agency 
Local Government 
University 
Other 

Name of repository: 



M d t t  House 
Y a m  0:' Propeq 

Fanher  County, Arkansas 
County and State 

10, GeographicaE Data 

Acrea~e or Property Less than one 

UTM References 
Place addltlonal L W  refmces on a cmtinuarion s h m )  

3 
Zone Easting Northing 

4 

Sce continuation shcct 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Dcscnbc the boundaarics of the pmpcrty on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Jurtification 
(Explaln why the boundaries wm setected an I continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared Ry 

nameltiste Beth Wiedowcr 
o~ganization Arkansas Historic Presewation Program date May f 9,2005 

street & number 1500 Tower Building, 323 Center Smect telephone 50 11324-9880 

city or town Little Rock state Arkansas zip code 72201 

- 
Additional Documentation 
Submit the folloivlng >:em wrth the complercd form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location 

A Sketch map for historic districts and pmpemes haling large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional iterns 
(Check with thc SHPO or FPO for any additional items.) 

Property Owner 
(Cnrnplctc thic ;fen- a: rhe request of SHPO ar FPO.) 

name Larry and Shirley Mulemitt 

s w t  & number 650 MiIam Drive telephone 501!327-0932 

city or town Conway state Arkansas zip code 72032 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is  being collected for appkicatjons to the National Regisier of Hislwic Placts to nominate propenies Sw 
lisung or detPrmine eligibility for listing, 10 list properties, and 10 amend exisring hsting. R~sponsc lo thls requcst is required to obtain a benefit in accordance 
ullh the National H~storic Prcsmation Act. a amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.) 

Estlmttd Buden Slattment: Public reporting burden for this fonn is estimated to avaagt 18.1 hours per rqmnse including time for reviewing insbuctions, 
atherjng and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Dimt cornmenu regarding this burdm esr imtt  or any asptcr of this fotm to the Chief, 

ldm~nisttat~ve Scrv~ccs Division, National Park Service, P. 0. Box 37127, Washmyton. DC 20013-7127; and the Oifice of M a n a g m t  md Budgct,Papemork 
Iteduc Irons Projccis (1 024-00 181, Washington, DC 20303. 



Memitt House 
Name of P r o m  

-, Arkansas 
County and State 

United States Department of the Interior 
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Section number 7 Page 1 

SUMMARY 

The circa 1948 Merritt House in Greenbrier is an example of rock veneer applied by local Faulkner County 
mason Silas Owens, Ss. The one-story residence exhibits Craftsman style details and is a rqresentative 
illustration of Mixed Masonry veneer app1id to h e  structures. 

ELABORATION 

The Merritt House is located at 139 Nodh Broadtdeurl US Hightvay 65 South in Greenbrier. The house has 
an irregular plan on a cast concrete foundation and i s  an example of mixed masonry veneer applied over an 
existing wood frame structure. The house features a gable and gable on hip roof covered with composition 
shingles. An attached garage is original to the house, but a secondary kee-standing two-story garage was 
constructed circa 1990 by SiIas Owens, Sr.'s, son, Silas Owens, Jr., to the southalest of the house. The 
orisinn! fenestration has been replaced with vinyl windows, but the size and massing remain as they were 
initially. 

The fi-ont, eastern fagade features a dominant front gabled porch with a wide arched entrance, demonstrative 
of the Craftsman influence. The poured concrete porch floor leads to a single-leaf front door flanked by full- 
length sidelights. The paneled door includes two lights in the upper paneIs. ]inmediately to the nortta of the 
entry is the house's chimney, rising through the gabled porch soof and accented with cream brick at the 
corners. From the porch, the front fa~ade steps back to a second gable face containing a bay window with 
three six-over-six, double-hung windows. Rectangular louvers surrounded by Owens' signature three-three 
brick pattern are located in each gable eave. 

The northern elevation of the Memitt House includes h m  east to west a pair sf double-hung six-over-six 
pane windows, a smaller single six-over-six window, md two more pairs af double-hung, six-over-six 
configuration windows. A northern-facing cross-gable intersects the main gable above the eastem-most pair 
of windows. 

The rear, western devation is dominated by a shed roof extension of the house's gabled roof covering a cast 
concrete patio. From north to south, the fenestration consists of a single double-hung six-over-six window 
adjacent to the covered patio, Under the shed roof, a smaller, single six-over-six and a pair of double-hung 
twelve pane windows are sheItered from the  elements. Two m r e  individual double-hung six-over-six 
windotvs line the rear elevation to the south of the patio in the attached garage. It is on this portion of the 
rear elmpation that Owens' signature herringbone pattern is most visible in the coursing of the rocks. The 
roofline of the garage is a wide gable running east to west with square, cream brick surrounded louvers just 
below the apex of each gable. 
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The focus of the southern elevation is the protruding one-car attached garage, original to the Merritt House, 
which contains two double-hung, six-over-six windows. The southern elevatian canhues east recessing to 
the exterior wall of the house. A flat roof covers the walkuray h the driveway to a secondary entrance and 
rests on a single metal post. Under the flat roof is a small six-over-six window on the southern wall. This 
wall also features a pair of double-hung twelve pane windows directly under the cross-gable and rectangular 
louver. At the eastern end of the southern elevation, the gabled front porch is open. 

The southern end of the front, eastern fa~ade  features an attached garage recessed substantially from the front 
porch and the main entrance to the house, The garage has one bay with a synthetic solid garage door and a 
double-hung six-over-six window directly to the north of the bay. The flat roof supported by a single metal 
post is also visible on the front fa~ade, as is an original cream brick trimmed arch leading to a secondary 
entrance. The doonvay is recessed behind the arch, providing a covered entry. 

Integrity 

'Fhe Merritt House is a fine example of Silas Owens, Sr.'s, craflmanship and detailing as one of Faulkner 
County's most identifiable masons. The arched entries, cream colored brick trim around windows and doors, 
and the herringbone pattern in the stone veneer are prominent features of the house and characteristic of 
Owens' work. The Memitt House retains integrity because of its unaltered architectural style and retention of 
the original fenestration size and massing. 
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Criterion C: Architectrare, Local Significance 

Constructed in 1948, the Mwritt Home in Greenbrier is being nominated to the National Register of Historic 
Places under Criterion C with local significance as a good exampIe of a Minimal Traditional style Mixed 
Masonry residence featuring Craftsman-influenced details. The house was veneered in cut sandstone by 
Faulkner County mason Silas Owens, Sr., and includes the herringbone pattern of laid stone and cream brick 
door and window surrounds that are distinctive of Owens' work. The nomination is being submitted under 
the multiple property context statement, "A Storm Couldn't Tear Them Down: The Mixed Masonry 
Buildings of SiIas Owens, Sr., 1938-1 955." 

ELABORATION 

Billy Menitt commissioned Silas Owens, Sr., to build a Mixed Masonry residence for his family on US 
Highway 65 South in Greenbrier. Mt, Merritt was the second generation Merritt to hire Owens - both his 
father and his uncle were proud owners of Mixed Masonry houses rocked by the master craftsman from 
Faulkner County. In fact, many of the cut stones used in Billy Merritt's house were pulled from his father's 
house up the mad when it was demolished in the mid-1 940s. The remaining rocks were quarried at 
Batesville Mountain, according to Mr. Merritt's son, Larry Merritt, who is the present owner of the family 
home. Mr. Merritt aIso hauled stone fmm various other locations in the vicinity of Greenbrier. 

The younger Merritt remembess the day Silas Owens, Sr., arrived with a crew of four men to cover the wood 
frame structure with cut stone veneer. The veneer was added over the clapboard exterior to provide stability 
and less maintenance. Larry Merritt, who was nine years old at the time, remembers Owens as the first black 
man he had seen. 

Both Billy Merritt and his son 'Larry worked for Arkansas Power and Light. The elder was a lineman in 
Faulkner County soon after eIectricity was made available to the rural parts of the county. Unlike many 
Mixed Masomy homeowners in Central Arkansas, this branch of the Merrftt family did not depend on 
farming for their livelihood. BilIy Merritt traveled around the county and region in his position with AP&L. 

Currenil y, the Mtrritt House is used as a rental property. Larry Merritt retains ownership of the property, 
although he and his wife reside in Conway. An addition was made to the property circa 1990 in the form ofa 
two-story, gambrel roof garage and apartment. Fittingly, the masonry exterior was laid by Silas Owens, Jr., 
son of the original mason, in a similar pattern and configuration as that done by his father. The garage 
building is a non-contributing structure on the Mexritt property. 
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Faulkner County, Arkansas 
Com'ty and State 

Statement of Significance 

Tfie Merritt House, Iocated in Greenbrier, is a fine example of the Mixed Masonry craftsmanship of Silas 
Owens, Sr., in Faulkner County. Owens also constructed several other Mixed Masonries for the Merritt 
family in the vicinity. The structure is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places under 
Criterion C with local significance because of its characteristic Owens' construction. Cream brick window 
and door surrounds, wide arched porches, and the distinct herringbone pattern found in the stone coursing 
signify the Merritt House as the work of SiFas Owens, Sr. The fact that the stone on the Merritt House was 
taken in part from another earlier residence built by Owens strengthens its significance. The hIerrit;t House is 
being submitted under the multiple p r o p m  context "A Stom Couldn't Tear Them Down: The Mixed 
Masonry Buildings of Silas Owens, Sr., 1 938- Z 955 ." 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

From the northwest comer of the intersection of U.S. Highway 65 South and Oak Hill Road, proceed north 
approximately 701 feet to the point of beginning. From the point of beginning, continue 124 feet north, then 
165 feet westerly. From the northwest comer of the property, advance south 124 feet, then 165 feet easterly 
back to the point of beginning, 

Verbal Boundary Justification 

The nominated property incIudes the entire parcel historically associated with the Merritt House. 
















