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0fhri5tUnc Places Regisfrution Form (hanonal Register Bulletin 16A). Completc each item by marking "Xx" in the apprupnate box or by enlering tk lnlormatia 
requcstd. If an item d m  not apply to the p y m t y  being h u m m e d ,  entct'WtAW for 'hot applicablt." For functions, architectural classirimuon, mtenals, and 
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I .  Name of Property 

hstoric name Earl and Mildred Ward House 

2. Location 

street & n~mber 1 157 Mitchell Street not for publication 

city or town Conwar vicinity 

state AR code AR counry Faulkner code 045 zip code 72034 

As the dcs~gnated authorigunder the National Historic Prescrvahon Act, as amended, I h m b y  certify that this nomination 
request f i~r  detm~natlon of eligiihty meets the documtation standards for reglrtering propmes in the Nariansl Rcgisrcr of Hisronc 
Places 31.d meets the procedural and pmfas~onal requ!rrments set for in 36 CFR Pan 60. In my opinion. the pmpcriy mas a 
does not meet the National Regsta cntwia. I recommend that this property be considered significant 

uation sheer for additlona 

- 
Smtc o; Federal agcncy and burmu 

In my opin~on, the propmy meets does not meet the Nat~onal Reg~sm crirtna. (U See Continuahon sheet for additional 
commZ. )  

Siynat~re of mtifying officiaUTilie Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certificatioo 
1 herebv cert~ fv that the vmuertv is, Signatu~e of the Keeper Date of Action 

See conhnuation s k t  
detamned eligrble for the 

National Reee:stR. 
Sa continuation shoct 

detamtned noi elimbk for the 
Nxlonal kgis!&. 

C] removed fmrn the National 
Regisle?. 

other, [explain:) 



k1 and Mildred Ward House Faulkner County, AR 
County and Stare 

m e r s b i p  of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 
,C:leck as many boxes as apply) (Check only one h x )  (Do not mctude prcv~ously listed sesourccs ln count.) 

private 
pubIic-local 

[X1 building($) 
district 

site 

r] structure 

object 

Name of related rnujtiple property listing 
(Enter WfA" i iF property is not part of a multiple pmperty l is t ins)  

Contributing Noncontrjbuting 

2 buildings 

sites 
SmrCtufeS 

objects 

2 Total 

Number of Contributing resdurces previously Iirted 
in the National Register 

X Storrn Couldn't Tear Them Down: The Mixed Masonry 
Buildings of Silas Owens, Sr., 1938-1955 

Historic Functions 
(Entcr categories from instructions) 

Current h n c ~ o n s  
(Entw wtegorics from instructions) 

DOMESTIC/ Single dwelling DOMESTIC/ Single dw~llinl: 

Architectural Classification Materials 
(Enter tattgorit~ from insbuct~ons) (Enter categories from instructions) 

OTHEW Mixed Masonry foundation Concrete 

LATE 1 9ni AND 2oT" CENTZFRY AMERTCPliV walls Cut limestone 
MOVEMENSI BungalowJCraftsman 

roof Asphalt 
other 

Narrative Description 
pexnbc Ihc histotic and c m t  eondirion of the p r a m  on one or mom continuation sheets.) 



Earl and Mildred Ward House Faulkner Co., AR 
Name or Property County and State 

8.  Statement of Significance 

' , ~ppliesble National Register Criteria Levels of Significance (locar, state, national) 
(Mark 'k" in one or mre box& for the mteria qualiFjlng the property L a d  
for National Register listing.) 

A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad pattern of Areas of Significance (Enter categories from insmtctions) 
our history. 

B Property is assmiated with the lives of persons 
sigrvficant in our past, 

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
drstinguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance 
individual distinction. E 949 

fl D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations Significant Dates 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 1949 
Property is: 

(, 7 A ownedby areligiousinsti~tionorused for 
,- religious purposes. 

SigIlifi~aUlt ]Person (Complete i l Criterion B is marked) - . . 

B removed from its original location. 

C moved from its original location. 
Cultural AfXil iation (Complete if Criterion D is marked) 

T) a cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, abject, or structure. 

F a commemorative property 
ArchitectlBullder 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Silas Owens, Sr., Mason 
within the past 50 years. 

Xarratlve Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or mare continuah;on she&.) 

9. Major Bibliagraphical References 

Bibliography 
(Cite the books, anicla, and other sources used in preparing this form an one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

,J previously listed in the National Register 
Previously determined eligible by the National 
Register 

designated a National Historic Zandmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Susvey 
fi 

17 recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Primary location of additional data: 
State Historic Preservation Ofice 

17 Other State Agency 
Federal Agency 
Local Government 
University 
Other 

Name of repository: 



Earl and Mildred Wasd House 
Sam of P r o m  

Faulknet County, AR 
County an, 

10. Geo~raohical Data 

Acreage of Property Less than one acre 

UTM References 
(Place addrtlonal Um rcfcrmccc on i continuatian she:) 

3 
Zone Easting Northing 

4 

See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(DescnSe the boundaries of tk ptopnty on a cont~nuatim shaet.) 

From the point of beginning at the northeast corner of MitcheU Street proceed north approximately 70 feet, 
thence proceed west approximately 40 feet, thence proceed north approximately 70 feet to point of 
beginning. 

Boundarg Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries wm seltctcd on a continualion s b )  

This bo~ndary includes all of the property historically associated with this resource that retains its integrity. 

f 1. Form Prepared By 

me/ti t le  Holly Hopel Specid Proj& bmr ian  

organization Arkansas Historic Preservation Program date 08/09/05 

( treet &number 1500 Tower Building, 323 Center Sweet telephone 50 t 324-9880 

city or town Little Rack state AR zip code 72201 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the fnllowng ~ tms  \nth the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS nap (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property" location 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHFW or FW for any additional items.) 

' (Complete this item at the request of SHPO or PO.) 

name Earline Russell 

skeet & number 1 157 Mitchell Street telephone 501 329-3305 
city or town Conway stam AR zip code 72034 

Prpemtlrk Reduetion Act Strttrnent: This infonrmtion is king collected for applications to thc National Regista of Historic Pla- to nominat tpmma for 
list~ng or d c t m ~ n e  eligibility for I~sting, to list propmics, and to amerld exisling I~sting. Response to this ques t  i s  required lo obtain a benefit in accordance 
with the National Historic h e w a t i o n  Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 er sq.) 

Estirmted Burdm Stttrmtnt: Public reporting burdm for this form is wlimared to nvmge 18.t hours per respansc inchding time for miming insbuctions. 
gathering and rminta~ning data, and completing and revitwing the lorn. Direct commcnts regarding this burden cst~n~ate or any a~pect of this form ro rhe Chiet, 
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County arid State 

United States Department of the Interior 
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National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 7 Page 1 

---- - 

SUMMARY 

The 1949 Earl and Mildred Ward House in Conway is the only example of a granite 

Mixed Masonry veneered by Silas Owens, Sr. The home displays a slight Craftsman 

influence and is located in a neighborhood consisting of a mixture of late nineteenth and 

earIy- to mid-twentieth century houses. 

ELABOIUTTON . . 
E 

The front, northern faqade of the Earl and MiIdred Ward House features a centered, 

gable-roofed porch with central arch. Three concrete steps lead to the concrete floor of 

the porch. Fenestration from east to west featwes a pair of two-over-two, aluminum, 

double-hung windows. The single-leaf front door is centered under the porch roof. A 

three-light stationary window opens at the northwest corner of the house. 

The western elevation of the house is fenestrated north to south with a pair of windows 

and a single window adjacent to an extended gable with a single, centered window. 

The rear, southern elevation features a single-leaf paneled door with three horizontal 

lights beneath a metal awning at the southwest comer. Four concrete steps lead directly 

to the door. Openings extending east of the door consist of a short window shaded by a 

metal awning, a pair of windows and a single window. 

The eastern elevation is fenestrated south to north by t h e  single windows. 
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Faulkner Cwntv. AR 
County and State 

OUTBUILDINGS 

One contributing shed-roofed garage is located to the southwest of the house. The front, 

northern eIevation features a large opening for automobile accms. The western elevation 

is fenestrated by a single, double-hung .window. The rear contains no openings and the 

eastern wall is punctuated by a single-leaf, paneled door with three vertical lights. The 

sloping shed roof of the garage is obscured by a straight parapet. 
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Section numbw 8 Page 1 

Fadkner County, AR 
Coucty and State 

SUMMARY 

h a departure from the usual building materials utilized by SiZas Owens, Sr., the mason 

produced a building that revealed the minimal lines of mid-twentieth century afchitecture 

that would soon become prolific on the World War II cottage and Ranch styles. The Earl 

and Mildred Ward House is being nominated to the National Register under Criterion C 

with locai significance as a good example of a Craftsman-influenced Mixed Masonry. It 

is also being submitted under the multiple property context, "A Storm Couldn't Tear 

Them Down: The Mixed Masonry Buildings of Silas Owens, Sr., 193 8- 1955." 

ELABORATION 

Earl and Mildred Fason-Ward both hailed from Conway and after their marriage they 

initially lived there on Locust Street. In 1949 the couple built a home together on 

Mitchell Street in Conway, hiring Silas Owens, Sr., to do the rockwork. 

Ward requested that the masonry veneer be composed of granite from the Boone County 

town of Zinc rather than the traditional sandstone that Owens usually employed. The 

Twin Groves mason was up to the task; however, he favored sandstone as far as 

aesthetics and ease of handling. The Ward House is the only granite Mixed Masonry by 

Owens that has been documented thus far and one of only two noted in Conway. Silas 

Owens, Js., noted that his father's dislike of working with such stone likely resulted in 



Earl and Mildred Ward House 
County and S ~ t e  

United States Department of the Interior 
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Continuation Sheet 
Section n u d e r  8 Page 2 

this being a rare example. Most granite Mixed Masonries may be found in northeast 

Arkansas and many of those are trimmed with sed brick, rather than the cream type found 

on the Ward House. 

Ear1 Ward was employed as a barber at the OK Barber Shop in Conway and his daughter, 

Earline, who cwrently resides in the house, felt that her father likely got information 

about Silas Owens"bi1ities as a mason from customers in the shop, His well known 

reputation as a fair and qualified businessman and mason persuaded Ward to hire Silas 

Owens, Sr. 

Earl retired from the barber shop in 1979 and lived with Mildred in the house on Mitchell 

Street until his death in 1993. Mildred continued to live there until she passed away in 

2004. Their daughter Earline, one of three chiIdren, currently lives in the heme. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The E d  and Mildred Wad House, built in the late 1940s, was on the cusp of a mid- 

twentieth century architectural revolution, The small, low lines af the house with central, 

gabled front porch hails Erom the Craftsman style; however, the extended side gable, 

large stationary picture window md horizontal muntins of the double-hung windows hint 

at the beginnings of the World War I1 cottage style that gave way to the longer, Ranch 

style. The home is unaltered except for the replacement of the picture window, which had 

suffered a crack, with the current threelight opening in 1999. The Earl and Mildred Ward 
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FauIhet County, AR 
County and State 

House in Conway, Faulkner County, Arkansas is being nominated to the National 

Register of Historic Places with local significance under Criterion C as an excellent 

example of  an Craftsman influenced Mixed Masonry, and as the only granite type 

constructed by Silas Owens, Sr. The nomination is also being submitted under the 

multiple property context, "A Storm CouIdn't Tear Them Down: The Mixed Masonry 

Buildings of Silas Owens, Ss., 1938- 1955." 
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9. Maior Biblioera~hical References 

Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on ore os more continuAon sheets.) 

Russell, Earline. Daughter of Earl and Mildred Ward, Conway, Arkansas. Telqhone 
interview with author, 18 May, 2045. 












