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1. Same of Property 

historic name Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church 
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other namedsite number 

2. Location 

street & number 249 AR Hwy 107 not for publication 

cityortosin Enola C] vicinity 

state AR code AR county Faulkner code 001 zipcode 72173 

3. StatelFederal .Agency Certification 

As the designated authority unda thc National Histmc Preservation Act, as amended. 1 hmby mfv that this nomination 
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Slue cr F d t m l  aeency eml bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
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Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 
'-%k as mny bors as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed mwm ~n count.) 

, private 
public-local 

public-State 

public-~eawal 

Q district 

site 

SmCtw 

Contributing Noncontributing 

sites 

structures 

objects 

1 Total 

Name of related mdtiple property listing Number of Contribu ring resaurces previously listed 
(Enter "Y!A" ~f pmpcrp is not pan of a muitiple properr); listing.) in the National Register 
A Storm Couldn't Tear Them Doun: The Mixed Mmnry 
Buildings of Silas Owens, Sr., 1938-1955 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(Enterciuegories from ~nstructions) 

Current Functions 
(Enter categones fmm ~nstructions) 

RELIGION: Relitzious facilitv REWGEON: Relieiws facilitv 

7. Description 

Architectural CIawification Materials 
(Enter ca!@es from ~nstruc:rons) (Enter categories fmrn imrrucuons) 

foundation Stone 

U T E  19" EARLY 2om C-Y walls Stone 
AMEMCkh: MOVEMElrTS: Crafisman 
OTHER: Mixed Masonry 

roof Composition 

orher 

Narrative Description 
(Dmnbc the historic and current condition of the propm on onc or more ~ ~ n u z t i o n  sheets.) 



Mr. Zion Missionar), Baptist Church 
Same of Properry 

F a u W  County, AR 
County and State 

8. Statement of Si~nificance 

A-plicable National Register Criteria Leveb of Significance (local. stalt, national) 
-; 'k" in one or mom h x c s  for the criteria qmliSying the propmy Local 
.a~ional Register listing.) 

a A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant conmbution lo the broad patterns of Areas of Significance (Enter categorim from insuucriom) 
our history. 

A R C H I E r n U R E  
B Propeny is associated vrith the lives of persons 

signficant in our past. 

'IX1 C h p m y  embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of mnsmction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance 
lnd~vldual distinction c. I952 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to jleld, 
information importam in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "xu in ail Ihe t m x a  that apply.] 

Significant Dates 
c. 1952 

Propeq is: 
A onmsd by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 
Significant Person (Compl~e if GiterionB is marked) 

B removed from its original location. 

Q C moved from its original location. 

D a cmetmy. 
Cultural Affititltion (Complae if Criterion D is marked) 

E a reconstructed building, object, or mcmre. 

F a commemorative propeny 
Architectlsuilder 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Silas Owens, Sr. - rwk mason 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the sipficae-c af the p~oputert!, on ant or mow cb~ltinuatibn shets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical Reference 

Bihliagraphy 
(Ci:c thc boais,  anicles, and otksources used in preparing this form on om or nrwe continuation shctts 1 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 
prelim~nary determination of individual listing (36 [XI State Hinoric Preservation Office 
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previously listed in the h'ational Register 5 Federal Agency 
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. Regi~rer Q University 
designated a National Historic Landmark 1 Other 
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# 

17 recorded by Histonc h e n c a n  Engineering 
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10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property t acre. 
i 

. .-1 .%I References 
iPlz:c ddiuowl LTM rererencs on a continuation shmr.) 

1 15 57252 1 38951 87 
Zone Easting Nonhing 

3 - 
Zone Easling Northing 

4 - 
17 !+x continuation sheel 

Verbal Boundary Description 
Beginning at the ?cT Comer of SW114, NW 5 of Section 32 , T 7N, R 1 1 W, and running thence South I40 
feet; thence mming East 300 feet; thence running North 140 feet; thence running West 300 feet to the 
beginning. 

Buuadary Justification 
(5pJCpL1n why the hundaries werr selected on a continuation sheet.) 

This boundary includes a11 of the property historically associated with this resource that retains its integrity. 

namdtitle Holly HopeJ Special Projects Historian 

o~anization Arkansas Historic Preservation Prowam date 12122108 

suet &number 1500 Tower Building, 323 Center Smet telephone 501 324-9880 

city or town Little Rock state AR zip code 72201 

litional Documentation 
.:rJ:3m1t the fol.cw.rg ltetns U I : ~ .  the compked f ~ r m  

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating ihe property's location 

A Skxteh map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative Mack and white pholographs of h e  property. 

Additional items 
(Chcck wth the SHPO or FPO for any additional ircms.) 

. .- -. . 

Pra~ertv Owner 
(l3omp.crr th~.; ltcm at the request of SHPO or FPO ) 

name Vie Connell 

street & number 249 teIephone 50 1 849-3424 

city or toun Enola m e  AR zip code 72173 
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S W ' 1 A R Y  
The Mt. Zion Miss ionq Baptist Church is one of two churches in the Faulkner 

County community of Enola, proper. A third church in Marcus Hill, the Marcus Hill 

Missionary Baptist Church on Marcus Hill Road is considered to  be the same community 

as it is only 2 miles northwest of Enola. While the congregation of the Marcus Bill 

church has been in the area for swml years, the building is a circa 1970s-aa brick 

smcture. 

The original T-shaped floor plan of the Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church took 

on more of an Lshape when a rear addition was constructed. The addition was veneered 

in the Mixed Masonry style like the original smctuary and Sunday school rooms rocked 

by Faulkner County mason Silas Owens, Sr. His son Silas, Jr., was hired to rock the 

addition. The Mixed Masonry sockwork of Silas h e n s ,  Sr., and his son is intact and the 

original early 1950s Craftsman form of the church remains evident despite the recent 

removal of the original wooden belcast-roofed steeple and the addition of a smdl gable- 

roofed overhang at the front entrance. The Mt. Zion Missionwy Baptist Church is 

situatd at the intersection of Matthews Street and Arkansas Highway 107, which is the 

main street through the small commerciallsesidentiaI area of EnoIa. The church is 

sunounded by farm fields on the south and upest. The Enola Church of C h s t  is located 

n o d  of the Baptist Church across MaQhews Street and a handful of mid-to-late-20" 

century residences line the high~tap on the east arid south. Historically an agricultural 

community, the tourn retains its ma1 feel and the church's early 31950s Craftsman 

architecture enhanced by Owens' rockwork contributes to that vbrious experience. 
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ELAIBOlUTION 

The Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Chwch is locatd at 249 Arkansas Highway 107 

in Enota, northeast of the Faulkner County town seat of Conway. The building is rocked 

with local sandstone and embellished with buff brick at the openings and building corners 

in the style of the Mixed Masonry, a specialty of Faulher County rock mason Silas 

Owens, Sr. 

The one-story church exhibits a modified L-shape plan created by an addition to 

an original T-shape plan with linear sanctuary and Sunday school rooms at the reat. The 

church is spmetzically fenestrated with double-hung windows. A low gabIed roof 

displays open rafter tails. 

The front, east fapde of the church features a centered double-leaf entry, urhich is 

extended approximately five and a half feet h r n  the main wall. A concrete stoop and 

four concrete steps with wrought iron balustrade are situated at the plain wooden fiont 

doors. A short gable-roofed overhang supported by two square posts extends over the 

stoop and steps from the doors. A concrete marker above the entry doors with "MT ZION 

MISSlOYARY BAPTlST CHURCH OF ENOLA" carved into it is obscured by the 

overhang. Two single six-over-six wooden double-hung tvindows fenestrate the northeast 

and southeast corners of the building on either side of the extended entry. A single-leaf 

paneled door under a shed-roofed stoop provides access into the rear Sunday school 
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rooms on the southeast wall. A similar door and stoop opens into the rear extension from 

the northeast. 

The south wall of the front foyer displays a smaller six-over-six window and five 

evenly-spaced windours extend east to west on the southern elevation of the sanctuary. 

The original Sunday school area to the rear of the building extends south approximately 

five and a half feet from the southern wall of the church. The gabled end-wall created by 

this extension features a single centered window. 

The southern elevation of the addition is fenestrated by three evenly-spaced 

aluminum two-over-two double-hung windows with horizontal rnuntins. 

The rear, western elevation of the addition is fenestrated north to south with three 

aluminum windows, the center window being wider than the two at the north and south 

corners. The rear wall of the original building is fenestrated by nvo wooden windows. 

The northern elevation of the addition is fenestrated west to east by a single-leaf 

door sheltered by a shed-roofed overhang supported by two square posts adjacent to two 

aluminum windows. The gable end of the extension contains a pair of centered wooden 

windoups and five evenly-spaced windows fenestrate the sanctuary from west to east. 



Mt. Zion Missionarv Ba~tist Church 
Kame of P n p a y  

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 8 Page 1 

Faulkner Cwnty, All 
Cwucty and Sta~c 

. . - 

IYTERiOR 

The interior of the sanctuary u.as remodeled in the 1970s. Despite the blown 

ceiling, carpeted floors and modern pews and pulpit, the essential fom of the sanctuary 

remains intact. A small foyer at the front, eastem entrance opens into the sanctuary. A 

raised platform at the westem end forms the chancel. h hallway opening into small 

Sunday school, rooms extends north to south and a rear door opens into the addition, 

Sunday school rooms line fhe south side of the addition and a large open room with 

kitchen facilities at the rear, western end allows for communal gatherings. 

SUMMARY 

The Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church is being nominated to the National 

Register under Criterion I=, Criteria Consideration A, for its Craftsman-influenced Mixed 

Masonry architectwe and as an example of the artisticaEEp superior rockwork of Silas 

Owens, Sr. The original church was veneered by Owens circa 7952 and his son, Silas 

Owens, Jr., rocked a rear addition using techniques his father taught him as they worked 

side by side on other projects. The nomination is also being submitted under the mu1 tiple 

property context, "A Stom Couldn't Tear Them Doum: The Mixed Masonry Buildings 

of Silas Owens, Sr., 1938- 1955."" 
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ELABORATION 

The Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church originally exhibited the typical T-shape 

of small rural religious structures of the early 1950s. The church was built circa 1952 on 

the site of a two-story h e  building utilized by the Woodmen of the M70rld, Enola 

Lodge #I 24, and the Ladies of the Eastern Star on the second floor and as a Missionary 

Baptist church and school on h e  fitst. The two-story structure was destroyed, for the 

construction of the new Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church of Enola. Materials from 

that building upere used in the new church. In the 1960s the congregation joined the 

Southem Baptist Convention and in I999 it was designated the Enola Baptist Church 

because the original name was considered by the congregation to be tm cumbersome.' 

The community of Enola, which received a post office in 1879, has historicaIly 

been an agricultural area. Enola contained a g&-mill, cotton gin, two stores and a 

blacksmith shop. Cotton, corn and beef cattle were the primary commoditia produced in 

Enola. Dave Ward, the owner of the blacksmith shop, started Ward Body Works in 

Conway, which rnanufacrured wooden bus bodies in 1933. The company went on to 

become the world's largest school bus manufacturer by the 1970s but Ward did not 

establish a facility in 

I Arthur Bmdley, Enek AR.. telephone inteniew with author, October 3 1,2008; Faulkner County 
Historical Sm~ery, "Enola," accessed from uuw.faulherhisto~~com/enola, October 29,2008. 
2 Aaron Rogers, "IC Corporation" accessed from u.w~~.encvclo~ediaofarkansas.net~ October 3 1, 2008; 

r Anhur Bradley herview; Russell Baker, From Memdag tc .hlorsk: A iYrsforicaE Drrectov q{Arhnsas Post 
Qfices, I.832-1971, (&mas Genezlogical Society, Rot Springs, AR, 19881, p. 75 
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Silas Qwens, Sr., had been doing rockwork in the Mixed Masonry style in 

F a u h e r  County and nearby areas since 1 938. J.T. Lasle y of Enola had hired him to work 

on a house there and also some rental homes in North Little Rock. Owens received most 

of his jobs via word of mouth so it is likely that Mr. Lasley had recommendd him or the 

church building committee knew of his expertise. Owens' signature herringbone pattern 

incorporated into the coursing of the rocks from Cadron Creek, north of Barney is 

prominent and is a clear indication of his contribution to the building.3 

- The 1956 minutes of the church reveal that the building committee voted to 

"fmish" the back of the building. An addition extending west from the northwest corner 

of the original church was constructed by deacons J.O. Bailey and Johnnie Jobe of Enola. 

Silas Owens, Jr., was hired to lay up the rock on the addition. Subsequent minutes do not 

record the exact year the addition was built but Owens, Sr., died in 1961, so in that 

instance it is likely that his son would have been engaged to do the work. The 1961 

minutes note that a plan was accepted to add new classrooms, which are now located in 

that addition. In 1965 work on a kitchen, which is in the addition, was appoved. In circa 

1966 there was a fire on the northn7est side of the church when a butane stove, that had 

accidentally been left on ignited the building. Thus it is conjectured that the addition upas 

built circa 1966 or circa 1967. Aluminum horizontal muntin windows that fenestrate the 

addition, are also an architectural element common to the mid-to-late 1960s.~ 

3 Kim Jkach, Enola, AR., telephone inteniew with author, October 31, 2008. 
t Minrrtes of Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church of Enola, Enola, AR, (September 1956, -4ugust 1961, 

October 1965); Leach mterview. 
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Silas Owens, Jr., executed the addition in the Craftsman style of the original 

church and the coursing of the socks exhibits a herringbone pattern similar to his father's 

style. The break with the original church and the addition is obvious by Owens, 3r.'s use 

of larger rocks than those utilized by his father but the craftsmanship Owens, Jt. learned 

from him is evident. The addition is not visible from the front fapde of the church. It fits 

in architecturaIly and does not overpower the original church. 

Besides the addition another alteration to the church was the removal of the circa 
I 

1952 wooden louvered steeple. A bell within the steeple had become too heavy for the 

roof and it was damaged by high winds in 2008 so the congregation had it removed since 

it posed a danger. The bell is in a local church member's home and the congregation 

would like to rebuild the steeple in its original form. In circa 2000 a small gable-roofed 

overhang supported by two square posts was appended to the front entry, and a concrete 

stoop with wrought-iron balustrade was added. These alterations do not impact the 

rockwork of Silas Owens, ST., and the church's original architectural intent remains 

intactm5 

The toum of Enola has historically been served by three churches and the adjacent 

Church of Christ was rebuilt in the late 2 0 ~  century. The third church, Marcus Hill 

Missionary Baptist Church was constructed circa 1970s. In contrast the Mt. Zion 

Missionary Baptist Church has remained relatively unchanged and continues to stand on 

I' 

- ' Interview with EIaine Cornell, Mt. Vernon, AR., October 30,2008. 
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its large, level Iot as an example of late 1950s architecture exhibiting the superior 

rockwork of Silas Owens, Sr. 

Owens contributed to the built environment of much of Faulkner County and 

many small rural structures in the area display his touch. Enala is not as agricultural as it 

once was but its rural surroundings remain intact as no Wal-Mart or subsequent strip-mall 

and McMansion subdivisions mar its roadsides. Most of the population work in Conway 

and the single store in the town adequately serves h e  residents. 

STATEhrnNT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church is being nominated to the National 

Register under Criterion C, Criteria Consideration A, as an impostant example of 

Crahman-influenced Mixed Masonry religious architecture veneered by Silas Owens, 

Sr. The church continues to evince its mid-1950s rural style and fits in with its small- 

tourn environs. It is not impacted by its alterations and the contributions of Silas Owens, 

Sr., and his son Silas Owens, Jr., continue to impart the rural history of Enola and 

Faulkner County. The Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church is also being nominated under 

the multiple property context, "A Storm Couldn't Tear Them Down: The Mixed 

Masonry Buildings of Silas Owens, Sr., 1938-1955.'' 
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