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1. Kame of Proacrtv 

historic name Church of Christ 

other namedsitsite number FA1 260 

2. Location 

street Br number State Highnay 3 10 not for publication 

city ortown Guy vicinity 

state Arkansas code AR county Faulkner code 045 zip code 72061 

3. StatelFederal kgenq- Certification 

h the designated authority under the National Historic Pmewation Act, as amended, I h m b y  ccrtify that this a nomination [7 
rtqucst for deteirninat~on oiel~glb~lrry me& the docunitmation slmdards for registering properties In the h'arional Register of His!oric 
Piacts and meeu the procedural and prnressianal requirements set for tn 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property meets 
docr not meet the Narional Registtx criteria. 1 recommend that this propnybt msldcrcd significant 

t ror aadditional corrmvj. 

S~gnaturc of cer:if!.r g oitictaYTirle 
l z j 3 / 4  

Date" 

Arkansas K~stormc: Preservation Program 
S t a k  or Fcdmal agency and bureau 

En myopqnion, the property meets docs no! meel the National Register mireria. [h See Coptinuation s h  for additionaf 
~vrnmts.) 

Signarm ofcertilylng oftic~aLTitle Date 

Srare or Fdml agmcy and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 

I hereby certify thar [he propeq is: Signature of the Kmpcr Date of Action 

M T C ~ E ~  in the National Rceistcr. - - 
See conrinuation sheet 

d c t e m n d  eligible for the 
Kalional Fkg~sta. 

See conrrnuation sheet 
01 de~crmincd nor eligible for the 

National Regtster 
removed Tmm tllc National 

Register. 

0 other. (explain:) 
I" 



Church of Christ 
S a m  of Popr-ty 

Faulkner County, Arkansas 
Counry and State 

5. Classification 

ownership of Property Category of Prbperty Number of Resources within Property 
tck as many b o n a  3s apply) (Check orly onc box) (Do not ~nclude prev!ously I:sted resaurces ~n munt.~ 

[Xj private 
public-local 

17 public-Srate 

public-Federal 

building(s) 
district 

site 
[3 srructure 

object 

Contributing h-oncontributing 

1 1 buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

I 1 Total 

Name of related multiple property listing Number of Contributing resources previously listed 
(Ent t r  %(A" 11 properr? 1s nor part o f a  muFt~pEe property listing.) in the National Register 

"A Storm Couldn'lt Tear Them Down: The Mixed-Masonry 
Buildings of Silas Owens. Sr., 1938-1955" 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(Enter cargones ?om ~nstructions) 

RELIGION/reli~ious facility 

Current Functions 
finmetcategonej from insbvcrions) 

RELIGION,'religious facility 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter caregoria from instructions) 

LATE 1 9Ih ANI) EARLY 20' CENTURY AMERICAN 

MOVEMENTSiCraFtsman 

Materials 
(Enter cawgoria fmm ins8-ucfions) 

foundation Concrete 

walls Field Stone 

Brick 

roof asphalt 

other 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the bstotic and current canditinn of the property nn one or me continuation sheets.) 



Church of C h r i s t  Faulkner Counry, Arkansas 
Name of Propeny County and Sta~e 

8. Statement of Significance 

. tnplicabie National Redster Criteria Levels of Si~nificance (local, state, nariona!) - - 
' 

\rk 'k" In one or more b o x a  for ;he cntzna qualifying the property Local 
.TJ- National Regster list~ng.) 

A Property is assodiated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
our history. Archtecture 

B Property is associared with the lives ofpersons 
si.pnificant in our past. 

a C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high amsiic values, or represents a signrficant and 
distinguisbabIe entity whose components lack Period of Significance 
indvidual distinction. c. 1936 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information imponant in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations Significant Dates 
(Mark "x" in all the born that apply.) C. 1936 
Property is: 

A owned by a reIigious institution or used for 

/ religious purposes. 
77, Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked) 

B removed from its original location. 

C moved from its original locatian. 

D a cemetery. 

[j E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

Cultural Alliliation (CwnpFete if Cntenon D k mrked) 

F a commemorative property 
Architectrsuitder 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Silas Owens, Builder 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
[Explain the s~gnificmce o f  t k  property on one or mwe continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation shmts.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
preIiminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

I11 previously listed in the National Register 
,< 7 Previously determined eligible by the National 

I Register 

designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 
# 
recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 
State Historic Preservation Office 
Qther State Agency 
FedemE Agency 
Local Government 
University 
Other 

Name of repository: 



Church of Christ 
Y a m  of  prop^ 

Faulkner County, Arkansas 
Counry and Stare 

21). Geographical Data 

- ' crease of Property Less than one acre 

' ~ T M  References 
(Race addi;ional UTlM refcrenca an a continuat~on sheet.) 

1 15 5604 15 39091 67 
Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the bundanes of the properry on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

J 

Zone Euting Nonhing 

4 

See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 

nameltitte Benita K. Duvall. National Reeistec Historian 

organization Arkansas Historic Preservation Program date 08-06-04 

street & number 1500 Tower Building, 323 Center Street telephone 50 1-324-9789 

city or town LinIe Rock state Arkansas zip code 72201 

Additional Documen tation 
Submit ihr: follornng items with [he completed form: 

,; 'intinuation Sheets 

- .Sr 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location 

A Sketch map for hstoric districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional item 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this Item at the requesl of SHPO or PO.) 

name 

sweet & number telephone 

city or town state n p  code 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statemcnl: This information is being collected for applications ta the National Register of Hrstotic Places to nominate properties fw 
listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing l~sting. Response to this request is required to obmin a benefit in accordance 
with the National H~lstonc Preservation ACL as amended (lb W.S.C. 470a seq.3 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reparting hrdw for this form i s  estimated lo average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing instructions, 
; '5enng and maintaining data, and completing and reviemng the form. Direct c o m ~  regard~ng this burden estimate or any aspect of thts form to the Chief, ' linistrative Services Division, National Park Service, P. 0. Box 37127. Washington, DC 20011-7127; and the Omce of Management and Budget, Paperwork 

. .fdillrctions Projects (1 024-001 8), Wash~nglon, DC 20303. 
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Located at the intersection of State Highway 3 10 and State Highway 25, the Church of Christ in Guy, is a 
three-part structure with a cross shape plan. Built over the span of approximately a year in 1936 and 193 7, 
the mixed-masonry building is Craftsman influenced with its gabled porch. However, it borrows from several 
other styles as well, with its moderate pitch, wide trim and arched porch entrances. 

The building was rocked by Silas Owens at the height of his career. It has all of the characteristics distinct to 
his style, with the three-in, three-out cream-coIored brick surrounding the windows, louvers, and entrances. 
The herringbone pattern Silas was known for is evident in the rough cut stone. Quoins: also popular in his 
wok, are located at the edges of the porch. 

Elaboration 

The Church of Christ in Guy is  a rare example of a structure rocked by mason Silas Owens, because the 
original smcmre has not been altered. All of the original windows are in pIace, where in many of the homes, 
they have been partially socked in. The church has bad additions. however, wIlich are merely extensions of 
the original cross-shaped plan, and the entrances to the porch have been enclosed with glass. Prior to rhe 
additions, if spIit in half from front to back the church was perfectly symmetrical. The entire structure has a 
moderate roof pitch, eave overhangs and wide trim. 

South Eieva tion 

The south elevation of the church faces State Highway 3 10. The gabled, centered porch has a rock 
foundation, and concrete floor. The porch had two concrete steps, wl-[ere a concrete ramp has since been 
poured, leading to an arched entrance trimmed with cream-colored brick in a three-in, three-out pattern. 
Directly above the arch is a sign engraved with 'cChurcl~ of Christ." Above that md just below the roof is a 
round window, divided with a decorative white cross, surrounded by brick in a starburst pattern. The front 
entrance to tlre porch has been enclosed with glass. The sides of the porch are enclosed with glass as weIl, but 
no arched entrance is present. The columns of the porch are adorned with quoins. To the east and to the west 
oftl~e porch is a pair of six over six, double-hung windows surrounded by, as the rest of the window of the 
originaI church. the three-in, three-out creain brick pattern. 

East Elevation 

i 
, , l e  portion of the east elevation that is original has two pairs of double-hung ivindows. with a smaller pair 
centered above them. and an arched louver, also surrounded by three-in. three-out cream brick, centered 
above tlzose. One of the additions is seen on this elevation, protruding from the side. It connects to the side at 
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a 90 degree ansle sight next to the back pair of windows. It connects to the north elevation in line with the 
back wall. 

Facing north, in front of  the church, a door and small window can be seen on the addition's south elevation. 
When looking at the east elevation of the addition, there are two small windows eveilly spaced from the 
corners. 

North Elevation 

The north elevation of the addition is rock, with hvo pair of double hung windows. T11e first has no brick 
. -rattern around thein, but the second has the cream brick three-in, three-out pattern. Both of these windows 

re six-over-six double-hung windows. C\Jhere the addition ends and the original structure begins is evident 
3ecause of the change in degree of the roof pitch. Tbe original portion of the church has two sets of double 
hung windows with a pointed arched Iouver centered above them. 

Also level with the back wall, the addition to the west side of the north elevation contains only one pair of 
six-over-six double-htmg windows which are surrounded by the brick pattern. From here, an original brick 
chimney can be seen. 

A small metal storage shed is Iocated behind the church, beside the north elevation. It could be easily moved, 
and does not connect to, or obstruct the original building. It does not contribute to the nomination. 

West Elevation 

The addition to the west and north elevations visible from the west elevation of the church contains one pair 
of double-hung six-over-six windows and one door, both surrounded by the three-in, three-out brick pattern. 
The original portion of the west elevation mirrors that of the original east elevation. A11 centered from top to 
bottom, with cream brick three-in, three-out borders, are a louver, a pair of six-over-six double-hung 
windows, and two larger pairs of six-over-six double-hung windows. 

k e  Church of Christ in Guy, built in 1936, retains all elements of integrity. The location is the same. and the 
iiverall design has cl~anged very little. Pllthough the church has had two additions, they are located towards 
the rear of the building and mimic the original building's materials. The town's population of 107 has 
changed very little since the building's construction, allowing Guy to keep its sznall town fee1. Most 
in~portantly, Silas Owens's characteristic design elements remain intact. 
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SUMMARY 

Constructed in 1936, the Church of Cl~rist in Guy is being nominated to the Yational Register of Historic 
Places with local significance under Criterion C, as the best example of a church built by stone mason, 
Silas Owens, in the Guy vicinity. The church falls under Criteria Consideration A, for ownership by a 
religious institution. It is being submitted under the multiple property listing "A Storm Couldn't Tear 
Them Down: The Mixed-Masonry BuiIdings of Silas Owens, Sr., 1958-1955.'" 

ELABORATION 

The congregation L. of the Church of Christ in  Guy dates back to the early twentieth century. One of the eldest 
: ?embers of the church, Daphne Hooten, retells her mother's story of the first time she attended the church 

when Daphne was a baby in 1907 for a debate with one of the local Baptist churches. 

In the years E 936 and 1937, the congregation pooled their money, time and resources to build the rock 
building still used today. By the time of construction, Daphne's son Clark Hooten was a young boy, and he 
said the rock for the church came from rhe local North Cadron Creek banks. 

Most of the builders of the church were members as welI, including the Prices, Rowletrs, Griffiths, 
Sparkmans, Hottons, Hootens, Webs. Glovers, Lanes, Battles, Beardons, Pooles, Thorns and Henrys. At the 
time, t l ~ e  cl~urch had between 50 and 60 regular atteitdants for senfices. Daphne recalled a "Mr. Brotvn" 
being hired to help mith the cl-rurch, and that members of the congregation took turns feeding and boarding 
him while the church ufas being built. She said Silas Owens was hired to do the masonry, but since he tvas 
fmm nearby Twin Groves, l ~ e  returned home in the evenings. 

By the 1 960s. the congregation had grown and additional space was needed. Classrooms and restrooms were 
added to the back sides of the church. making the exterior as it appears today. Clark Hootell still plays an 
active role in the church as pastor, while his mother now resides in Quitman with her daughter. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Constructed in 1936, the Chtirch of Christ in Gulf is being nominated to the National Register of Historic 
; 'laces with local significance under Criterion C as the best exan~ple aFa church built by stone mason, SiIns 

wens, in the Guy vicinity. T1-~e cl~urch falls under Criteria Consirleratian A, for  ownership by a religious 
institution. It is being submitted under the multiple property listing "A Storm CouldnV Tear Them Down: 
The Mixed-Masonry Buildings of Silas Owens, Sr., 1358-1955." 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Oral history as told by Hoofen. Daphne. Elder member of church. Interview by Register Historian Benita 
Duvall on August 1 1,2004. 

Oral history as told by Houren, Ckcirk. Pastor of church. Interview by Register Historian Benita DuvalTi on 
August 1 2,2004. 

OraI History as told by Silax Orvens, Jr., now deceased son of Silas Owens, Sr. Personal interviews by 
Special Projects Historian HolIy Hope from January 2002, through January 2004. 
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Faulkner County. Arkansas 
Cou~ily n~id State 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Frorn the northwest comer of US 25 and US 3 10 intersection, proceed north~vesterly 1 40 feet along the north 
side of US 3 10 to the p i n t  of beginning. Frorn the point of beginning, proceed northerly 4 65 feet, thence 
proceed wester1 y 140 feet, thence proceed southerly 165 feet, thence proceed easterly 140 feet to the point of 
beginning. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFlCATJON 

The boundary ji~cludes all land historically associated with the Cl~urclt of Christ in Guy 
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