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1. Same of Property 

historic o a m  Silas Owem. Sr. Howe 

other nams'site number FA1 25 S 

street & number 157 Solomon Grove Road not for publ~catlon 

city or town Twin Groves a vicinip 

state AR code AR county FauIkxer code 045 zip code 75058 

3. StatelFederal Agency Certification 

As the designated ru~horr~y under rhc National klis!oric Presen-at~on Aa, as amended. I herebycertify thar this Wnominalion L] 
reauwt for deteminat~un o f  cl ig~bi l iy  rneers the documentation standards forreginerirg propertres in rhe National Rcgi~ta oiHisloric 
Places and met% the proc~Lra1 and prafcirionnl rcquircmnts set fur in 36 CFR Pan 60. in my opinion. thc praroty Frncea 

Stare or Fcdenl agency and bureau 

In rm, opinion. the p r o m  meets d m  not meet the NatEonaT Repster criteria. (U Sec Connnuation shece~f for addrtlonal 
r n T T r n l S . )  

Srgnature of cmifying oRiclal)Ti;lr Date 

Srate or Federal zgencyand bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 

i hereby cerkiy that %e p r o m  IS. Signalurc of the Keeper Date o f  Acljorl 

entered in the Yational Regista 
See continuation sheet 

[7 dermined eiisihle for rhe 
Natronal Regrswr. 

See conimuation sheet 
determined nor elig~blc rnr tk 

National Regiqlrr 
nmwcd from thc N a t i m l  

Regisrcr. 

Q aher, (explain:) 



Silas Owens, Sr., House Faulher County. AR 
Name of Proprrty County ~ n d  S wtc 

5. Classification 

"hnership of Property Catqow of Proper!?* Number of Resources within Property 
j ~eck as map  boxa as a??!!) [Ciric; ~ n l y  onc :70x I (Do not include prev~ously Iisred mources in couqr.) 

> 

private 

public-1-1 

public-State 

public-Federal 

building(s) 
district 

s i t e  

structure 

object 

Contributing ?Twncootributing 

1 buildings 

sites 

objects 

t Total 

Yame of related multipIe property listiag Number of Contributing resources previously listed 
(Enter 'X~A" ~f propmy 1s not p r t  of a multiple propew Ilsting.) in the Sational Register 

A Storm Couldn't Tear Them Down: The Mixed Masonry 
Buildings oFSilas Owens, Sr., 1938-1955 

-6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from ~nswcrions] 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTlCi Single Dwelling g 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter caregonm fm instructions) 

Materials 
('Enter categoria from insmcricms) 

foundation Concrere 
walls Cur Stone 

other 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and c u m !  c d i d o o  of tk pmpert~r on ane or m e  continuarion shccts.) 



Silas Owens, Sr., House 
Name of + o m  

Faulkner Couny. AR 
Ccrunly and Sl;l~c 

8. Statement of Significance 

ipplicable National Register Criteria Levels of Si~nificance ( 1 ~ ~ 1 .  sutc,  national) ' ~ r k  "u" In onz or more hoxzs lor tk crjtena qualifying the pmpcm, Lacal 
I.- 7 ?lalion31 Regster listing.) 

A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of Areas of Significance [Enter catqorics from 1nstrucl:ons) 

our history. 

Q B Property is associated uih the lives of persons 
ARCHITECTURE 

significant in our past. 

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type. period, or method of consmction or 
represents the work of a master. or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance 
individual distinction. c. 1935 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield. 
information imponant in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(,Mark "x" In all the boxes thar apply.) 

Praperiy is: 
A owned by s religious instirution or used for 

seligous purposes. 
i 

R removed from is original location. 

C moved Rom its original location. 

D a cemetery. 

Significaot Dates 
c. 194g 

Significant Person (FornpFe*~ if Ci-ittrion B is mark&) 

Cllltural kfl i l iat i~a (Complete if Criterion D 1s marked) 

E a reconshucted building, object. or structure. 

F a commemorative propem; 
Architect/Builder 

G less than SO years of age or achleved significance Silas Owens. Sr. 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the signiticancr of the propmty on OM ornmrtcontiauation sheets.) 

9. Maior Biblio~ra~hical References 

Bibliography 
(Cire t t e  Sooh., articles, and o:hm sources used in prcpHnng this form on one or mre continuation sheets.) 

Preious documentation on file (NPS): 
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 63) has been requested 

previously listed in the National Register 
7 Previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
=A designated a National Historic Landmark 
3 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record i: 

Prima? location of additional data: 
State Historic Preservation Office 
Otlrer State Agency 
Federal Agency 
Local Government 

0 University 
Other 

Name of repository: 



Silas Owens, Sr., House 
Name ol' Properly 

Faulkner Co.. AR 

10. Geographical Data 

, ' creage of Property 

:+ 
L T k 1  References 
4 Place addinml UJY ~ferences on a cont!noatEon sheet .)  

1 15 551414 390RS9S 
Zone Estl?g horth~ng 

' -  
Zone Easting Northine 

See connnuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Ikscnbe the hounhries of the pmperry on a continuation sheel ) 

Boundaq* Justification 
I Expla~n why the boundaries %.ere selected on a conrinuabon sheet.) 

I I .  Form Prepared By 

narndtitle wolly Hope 

organization Arkansas Historic Preservarion Program date 12113i04 

street & number 1500 Tower Buildmp. 323 Center Street telephone 50 1 324-9880 

city or town Little Rock state AR zip code 72201 
- . - - - . . -. - 

Additional Documentation 

I 
"ontinuation Sheets 

,iIaps 
A USGS map (7.5 or t 5 minute series) indicating the property's location 

A Sketeh map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Pbotagraphs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check wirh  h e  SHPO or FPO for any additional jtenls.) 

Property Owner 
(Lut.qdr.tc :b~s ltcnl at the r equs t  of SHPO or P O . )  

name Pauline Morris 

street & number 157 Solomon Grove Road teIephone 50 1 315-7346 

city or town Twin Groves state AR zip code 72058 

Papemnrk Rwlunlon Act Statement: This inim-mkon is. being conected for applications to the National Rcglstm or Histonc Pkca to nominate propxt~es for 
!]sting or dctmnine eligjbilir). ih I~st:ng. to tist pmyttes, and to a m d  existing I~sting. Response this Rqucst is rcqurred to obtxn a benefit in aocm&nce 
with the Nat~ond H~sloric Pmcrvat~on An, a!j amcnded f 1 h U.S.C. 470 el seq.) 

Estimated Burden Sfalerncnt: hbl ic  reporting hrden  for this form is estimated to average 1 B I hours pw responsc lnclud~ng time for m e w n g  instmctzons. 
-thrnng and minwinlng data, and complrtrng and rev iwng the fm. Direcl comments regarding this burden cstimtc or any rrspcct of th15 brrn to the Chlcf, 

/ n~inis~razlve S m r c e s  Divts:an, Nariond Parv Smicc ,  P. 0. BOY 37127, Wxh~ngton. DC 70013-i127; and the OTficc o f  hlanagcmmt and B~dga .  P a ~ n v o r k  
=:duct:ons Pmjmrs ( 1  0?:-001S). Washington. DC 20?04 
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The Sikas Owens, Sr., House, located at 157 Solomon Grove Road in Twin Groves was constructed in 

the Mixed Masonry style circa 1948. The building served as the primary residence of the well-known 

Faulkner County rock mason, Sf Ias Owens, St., and his family. Owens* home is influenced by Craftsman 

massing with open raRer tails, now obscured by a fascia board, and paired windows. A Mediterranean 

influence can be seen in a f i l l .  arcaded front porch. Cream brick trim is used sparingly on this building; 

however the artistic use of stone coursin~ is typical of the fine masonry executed by Silas Chvens, Sr. 

,ABOFUTION 

The SiIas Owens. Sr., House i s  a rectangular plan on a concrete foundation with a gabled and clipped 

gable roof. The sloping lot provides space for a partial basement at the rear of the building. The home 

was altered with the replacement of original wood windows with ~ o - ~ v e r - ~ ~ ~  aIuminum sashes in the 

early 1990s; however, with the application OF one-over-one storm windows this modem aIteration is less 

evident and presents a more appropriate appearance. The orignal windowr openings are also the same 

dimension. The home was constructed with a tin roof, which uras replaced at the same time as the 

windows with composition shingle. Neither of these modifications detracts from the original form or the 

creative rockwork, which is the hallmark of a Silas Owens, Sr., Mixed Masonry. 

South Elevation 

The northern, front elevation of the Silas Owens, Sr., House presents a full, arcaded porch. The three 

baskethandle arches of the porch are outlined to the area of the spring with cream bricks. A small one- 

over-one window at the apex of the gabred porch roof is outlined in a header and stretcher pattern of 
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Cuwnry and State 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

dational Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 7 Page 2 

cream bricks, This elevation is fenestrated on the west and east corners with a pair of two-over-two, 

double-hung aluminum windows flanking a single-leaf front door. The typical Silas Owens, Sr., use of 

header and stretcher patterns in brick around the windows is absent on this house and is replaced with a 

wide concrete lintel and concrete sill. 

East Elevation 

A single, narrowr baskethandle arch trimmed with cream brick is located at the northeast end of the 

porch. 'Fhe eastern elevation is fenestrated north to south with a pair of windows, a single opening and 

two more pairs of windows. A single-light stationary basement window topped with a concrete lintel is 
/ 

,uated beneath the paired windows at the southeast corner. 

South Elevation 

The rear, southern elevation contains a pair of short double-hung windows nz the southeast corner. The 

roof on this elevation features a jerkinhead gable on hip and a narrow shed roof supported by two square 

posts extends over the pair of windows to the southeast. -4 small ascaded porch with rock half-wall 

capped with concrete and two baskethandle arches extends a few feet south from the back wall. T h e  

porch is reached by a short flight of concrete steps. Two adjacent single-leaf doors open onto the back: 

porch. 

West Elevation 

The southwest comer of the back porch features a single arch. A gabled bay extends approximately two 

feet west from the main wall flanking the hack porch. A single double-hung window is centered in the 

hay. Two jagged shards or broken mirror glass are placed within the mortar joints above the window. 
i 
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The main wall is fenestrated south to north with two pairs of windows and the northwest comer of the 

porch is marked by a single arch. 
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SUMMARY 

The Silas Owens, Ss., House in Twin Groves, Arkansas, constnrcted circa 1948 is being nominated to 

the National Register of Historic Places with local significance under Criterion G as a good example of a 

Craftsman and Mediterranean influenced Mixed Masonry residence. The Faulkner County home was 

constructed and veneered by master craftsman SiIas Owens. Sr,, and features the creative stone coursing 

emblematic of Owens work. The nomination is being submitted under the  multipIe property context. "A 

, qtom Couldn't Tear Them Down: The Mixed Masonsy Buildings of Silas Owens, Sr., 193 8- 1955 ." 
/ 

ELABORATEON 

The Silas Owens, Sr., House was built circa T 945 by Silas Owens, Sr., to serve as the principal residence 

for his wife, Georgia and their six children. The main vocation of most of the African American families 

in Twin Groves atop BatesviIle Mountain in Faulkner County was farming and Silas, Sr. 's, family as a 

whole participated in raising foodstuffs grown on their property. Owens' true love though was masonry 

and he trained his children - boys and girls - in laying bricks and stone. After Silas Owens, Sr.'s, death 

in 1960 the home remained in the family and his daughter Bauli ne Morris continues to reside there with 

her son Jeffery Morris. 

The town of Twin Groves was not incorporated until 2991 but the area retains the feel, of a ruraI, farming 

community. The Silas Owens, Sr.. House retains its commanding view of the wooded fields and vaI1eys 
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stretching to the north and south and is thus evocative of mid-twentieth century rural life in Faulkner 

County and Twin Groves. 

ST.4TEMENT OF S1GNIFIC.CYCE 

The Silas Owens, Sr., House in Twin Groves, Faulkner County. Arkansas is being nominated to the 

National Register of Historic Places with local significance under Criterion C as an excellent exampIe of 

a Craftsman and Mediterranean influenced Mixed Masonry residence featuring the superior 

. -*aftsmanship of Silas Owens. Sr. The nomination is beins submitted under the rnuItiple property 
I 

,,ontext, "A Storm Couldn't Teas Them Down: The Mixed Masonry Buildings of Silas Owens, Sr., 

1938-1955." 
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9. Maior Rihliomanhical References 

Bibliography 
I C I : ~  thc borks, articles. and other s o m s  used in preparing this form on one or morc continmtm shes . )  

Morris, Pauline. Daughter of Silas Owens, Sr., Twin Groves, Arkansas. Telephone interview with author. 

07 September 2004. 

Morris, Jeffery. Grandson of SiEas Owens. Sr.. Turin Groves, Arkansas. Telephone interview with author, 27 
September 2004. 

Owens, Silas, Js. Son of Si las Owens, Sr. Twin Groves, Arkansas. Personal intenpiew with author, 22 March 2002. 
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Acreage af Properly Less than one acre. 

CThl References 
(Place add~:ional t i n 1  references on a continuaf~on sheet.) 

1 15 55 1419 3908598 
Zone Easting N o ~ h i n g  

3 
Zone Ea~ling 

Northng 
4 

See continuation sheet 

Verbal B o u n d a ~  Description 

%ginning at a point on the south side of Solomon Grove Road proceed south approximately 100 feet toward the 
I Jar property Iine of 157 Solomon Grove Road. Then proceed east approximately 30 feet turning north toward 

Solomon Grove Road, approximately 100 feet then approximately 30 feet urest to point of origin. 

Boundary Justification 

The boundaries include alE land currently associated with the Silas Owens, Sr., House. 














