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Summary 

The Blessing House is a gable rmf, vernacular d o p t  of log and m e  consttuction. 
Included in the nomination are such associated buildings and landscape f e a m s  as a storm 
cellar, a forge, three wells, an historic mad and a garden, 

EIa boradon 

The Blessing House is a g m d  example, and the only one in the Barney vicinity, of a 
vernaculm log dogtrot. It is located just east of Highway 107, and is approximately ten 
miles east of Greenbrier along the East Fmk of Cadron Creek, 

Even though the Blessing House was b d t  c. 2872, and is cmnZly unoccupied, it remains 
in g a d  condieon. One pen, the original building, is of Tog consmction, and the later 
second pen is of f m m  consmction, while the foundation consists of stone piers. The 
same stone is used in the two exmior stone chimneys on each end of the house. They are 
in remarkably good condition considering they are merely stacked m k  with some clay 
filler and no mortar. The walls of the early pen st i l l  consist of logs, while the Iaar frame 
pen is covered with weatherboard. The gable roof over the house is metal and the 
evidence of the later addition of the frame pen is visible in the break in the hoof line. A 
porch extends across the entire front of the house and is covered by a shed mf. The 
pwch roof is supported by eight simple, wooden posts. A rear shed projection on the 
northeastem comer of the house was the kitchen at one time. ALl the windows are double- 
hung, with four-over-four and six-over-six pane lsmmgemenB. The fireplace in the eastern 
log pen has an unusually large box and stone lintel. The fireplace at the opposite end of 
the house also has a large stone Ihntel, but is neatly covered by a waxlen mantel. On the 
corners of the mantel are some unusual wooden omamentation in a staii-step pattern, A 
small loft, used for the children's bednmrn, is found above the eastern log pen. A small 
set of stairs in the southeastern comer of the pen leads to this loft. The first two steps are 
visible from the downstairs, but the rest of the staircase i s  enclosed and not visible because 
of a door shutting off the upstairs fim the downstain. ApproKimrely half way up, the 
stairs m ninety degrees and open into the loft. W d e n  supports are spaced evenly 
across the loft floor beneath h e  ridge. 

ApproximattIy sixty yards northwest of the house is a rectangular stone building of cut- 
stone masomy consauction. Though it was originally built as an above-ground stonn cellar, 
it was used later as a smokehouse. It is of frame consmction and has cut-stone walls 
with a continuous stone foundation, The stone is sandstone rock that was found on the 
fmstead. The building was consmcted c. I935 and was probably influenced by W. P. A. 
work king done in nearby Woolly Hollow State Park. Mr. Elin Meniman, presently 
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residing in Conway, did the m k  work a d  Mr. J. M. BIessing, then owner of the house, 
did the carpentry work. An exterior cut-stone chimney stands at the northern elevation of 
the smokehouse. 

Three wells are found thoughout the farmstead. The well that was once found in front of 
the smokehouse has been filled in for safety reasons. The second well is found just a few 
feet directly in front of the house. The third well is loeazed approxirna~ly fifty yards 
northeast of the house, At least one of the wells is over eighty feet deep, 

East of the house is a stone forge where Mr. Blessing did his own smithing. He probably 
forged such things as hinges. horseshaes, n d s ,  etc. for use on the farm. Further east, near 
the well, is an outbuilding now sheathed with cmga ted  metal, but which mains its 
historic flooring. 

A m s s  the road IO lthe southwest is a man-made pond. It was created for raising livestock 
, however, it is not histork. 

Running from east to west in fmnt of the house is a mad that was an active road at one 
time. It divides the house and outbuildings from the frclds, garden, and livestock area 
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The Blessing H a m  is an excellent example of the venraculaa house type known as tbe dogtrot. The single log 
perr m a i n s  remarkably intact and the whole house displays the typical evolution of b e  single pen b m e  to the 
double pen dogtrot. For this resson, and because it is the only house of its type remaining in the ma, it is being 
nominated under criterion C. Because the house, pond, garden ma, forge, wells, and two outbuildings remain, 
this site is likely to yield valuable information concerning c a m m i a t  and subsistence farming on the r i d  
farmstead in Fadher County in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries; therefore, the Blessing Home 
is also bing nominated under criterion D with I d  significance. 

Elaboration 

Andrew Jackson Blessing and his wife Martha Selby came to Fauber County, Aikansas from what is now 
Jackson Cwnry, A l a b  in 1865. They had seven children, one of whom was Jonah. They originally settled 
a few miles northwest of the V n t  site, but moved to Barney in 1872, upon cumpletion of the log cabin. They 
were some of the first residenls in the area and had to clear the land in order to farm it. Andrew Jackson 
Blessing was probably a carpenter as well as a farmer, as the top of the log walls have been found to be 
psfectly level. Also, he did his own mithing. Since the origimion of the Blessing farm&, row crops such 
as corn, comn, and sorghum have been grown; livestock such as cattle, horses, and chickens were also raised, 
A garden m a  in&cates that many vegetables were grown for the subsistence of the family. Jonah Blessing, 
father of J. Milton Blessing, assumed responsibility for h e  farmstead, and later passed iz on to his son J. Milton, 
who owned it until recently. Mr. C m l I  Winkr is now the owner of he house and surrounding acreage. 

The original town of Barney was named after Barney Heffmgton, who in 1902 opmed the only store and the 
post office. The post office was short lived and mail was then delived by rural mutes. It was a thriving 
community with a two-teacher. eight me school, two chmhes, and a sm. In 1925 a tomrtda swept away 
every building--the store, the school, and the two churches. One congregation scilI exists at Crossroads after 
having reestabkhed its congregation in the 1930's s d  1940's. The Blessing house and surrounding farmstead 
are the only remains of the town of Barney in existence m y .  

Archeological infomation couId supply valuable infmtion regzdng farming practim, both commercial and 
subsistence, in rival Fadher County in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The presence of rhe 
forge could yield such information as to the types of mls and equipment used on the farm and the tools and 
methods for &g and repairing these tools and equipment. Knowledge of commercid mdhg, manspkdon,  
and ttae camunity of Barney, could be hmished by the existing road. The outbuild'is, like the forge, are 
likely to afford information on the types of tmls and equipment used an the farm, but also might suggest the 
type of livest& or crops raked on the fm and in the surrownding fields. Archeological hdings in the area 
sumding  the house, particularly the wells or pivy (if one existed), Gould document the lifestyle of the Blessing 
family and orha families in nrral Fadher County. Wells and privies often provide amfacts such as plates, toys, 
utensds, etc. that indicate the economic and social status of the people that once lived dIere. 

The Blessmg House and its m c h g  famsmd is significant because it is architemdy an excellent example 
of a typical venracnlar house type no longer existing in the area, its ~~~heahgical potentiaE is valuable, and it 
is the only smcrure remaining in what was once a thriving community along the East Fork of 0 d . m  Creek. 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

Beginning at Bench Mark #415, p c e &  southerly along the eastern edge of County Road 
$168 to the point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line skirting the sourhem 
edge of the livestock pond; thence proceed easterly along said line to a pint  f o n d  by its 
intersection with a perpendiculat b e  running dong the eastern edge of the associated garden; 
thence proceed nwtherly dong said line to a point f m e d  by its intersection with a 
perpendicular line running along h e  northern elevation of the associated smokehouse; thence 
proceed westerly along said line to a point formed by its intersection with a perpen&cular line 
that runs dong the eastern edge of County Road #I68 below Bench Mark 4415; thence 
proceed southerly dong said line to the point of beginning. 









































rona 15, shown in blue '1 
Fine red dashed lines indicate select~d fence and field lines where 
generally ris~bSe on aerial photographs. This information is unchecked 

I 
UTM 61110 AND 1W1 YMHffETIC NORTH 

OECLINATIOH AT CEHIER OF SHEET THlS MAP COMPLIES WITH NATI I 
FOR SALE BY U. S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, DE 

AND BY THE 
4 FOLDER D€SCRlBlPlC 

! 


