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1. Fame of Property 

historic name Sahe  Cemetery 

other aamesfsite rmmber DR033 5 

street & number 0.3 miIes south of the intersection of U.S. 278 and Allis Rd. not for publication 

city or town Wilmar IXI vicinity 
state Arkansas wde AR county Drew code 043 zip code 71675 

3. StatdFederal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Pmmatiun Acf as amended, r hmhy  mify tbar rhis nominalion U 
r e q u a  for dcrm~nation o f  cl~@biliry rnrets the hurnenMion standards for reg~stmng propdies in the National Regismof H h r i c  
Places aud meets the procedural and professional requirements set for lo 36 CFR Part 60. In my opimon. the prop- meets 
d m  rn ma the Nauonal REgYjtercritma I recommend that this pwperty be cons~dcrcd significant 

Arkansas Hlstoric Presesvation Program 
Stale or F e d d  agency md bureau 

In my opinion, rhe properly meets- L] does rm mett the National lcgistercritcria. (0 See Continuation shed for addit~onal 
ulmmmts.) 
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a r t d  in the National Register. 
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5. Classification 

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources %{tithin Property 
I Chcck as mmy h e s  as apply) (Check only om b x )  (h not ~nclude previously listed resources in count.) 

private 

public-local 

public-State 

public-Federal 

d i k c t  
site 

Q m c m  

object 

Contributing Noncontributing 

1 0 sites 

0 0 structures 

0 1 objects 

1 1 Total 

Name of related mulliple property tisting Number of Contributing resources previously listed 
(Enter "N!A" ifpropup 1s wt part of a multiplc propew hiin&) in the National Register 

6. finction or Use 

Historic Flrnctions 
(En:a cafcgwies from instructions) 

FUNERARY :cemetery 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories fmm imtructions) 

~ Y : c m e t e ~  

7. Description 

Architectural Ctassification Materials 
(Emu cattgona fmm insuucw) (Enter categplorics from iamwiom) 

N/A foundation N1.4 
walls N!A 

roof NIA 

other STOhTE: eranite. marble 

Narrative Description 
(Descn i  the fustoric and cursent condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets ) 
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8. Statement sf Sienificance 

ApplicabIe National Register Criteria 
(Mark 'k" in one w more b o x s  far the criteria qualifying the prnpaty 

for National Register lining.) 

LeveIs of Significance (local. s h e ,  natinrral) 
Local 

D A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterrts of Areas of SigniZicanee (Eatacatcgoti~s from imbuctious) 
our hismry. ART: funerary art 

m 

[7 B Property is associated with the hves of persans 
significant in our past 

C P q W  embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
htgh artisde values, or represents a significant and 
drsringuishable entity whose ccrmpon~nts Pack Period of Significance 
individual distinction. 1873-1961 

17 D Property has yielded, or is likely to +Id, 
information i m p o m  in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Condderations Signincant Dates 
(Mark 'k" ~n all the boxes t h r  apply.) 1878 
Property is: a A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 
Significant Person (Complat if Criterion B is marked) 

3 B. removed fiom its original location 

C, buthplace orgraw ofa hstoncaI figure ofautstanding 
importance. CulturaI Affiliation (Complete iFCritenoa D 1s marked) 

D a cemetery. 

E a reconstmcted h l d m g ,  object, or structure. 

F a commemorative propaty 
ArchitectEBuilder 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Sigailieance 
(hptain he  significance of zhc propaty on one or more continuation shtets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical Referencw 

Bibliography 
(Clte t h e  books, arricles, and athtr $ourccs used in preparing this form on onc or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous dacumenta tion on fde (NPS): 
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

previously Iisted in the National Register 
, Previously detammed eligible by the National 

Register 
designated a National Historic hrdmuk 

Q recorded by Hrstoric American Buildings Survey 
# 
recorded by mtoric American Engine&g 

Recod k 

Primary location of addit3onal data: 
State Historic Preservation Ofice 
Other State Agency 
Federal Agency 
Local Government 
University 
Other 

Kame of repository: 
Johnson Family records 
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1 15 601257 3720526 -- 
Zone b r : n g  Northing 

3 - 
Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal Boundary Description 
( D s c r i k  the boundancs of the property on a c o n t i d o n  sheet.] 

Boundary Justification 
(E.xplam why the hundanes wmc selected on a continuation shaer) 

11. Form Prepared By 

name!titIe Virginia Claire Johnson; edited by Clint Pumphrey, National Register Historian 

organization Arkansas &stork Preservation Program date Fehary21,2011 

street & number 323 Center St., 1500 T o m  Building telephone (501)324-9789 

city or town Little Rock state AR zip code 7220 1 

Additional Documentation 
5 u b ~ , 1 t  h c  fillloa~ng ltcms wh h e  completed form: 

'ontinuation Sheets 

Maps 
A ZrSGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) i n c h ~ t f n p  the property's location 

A Sketch map for historic districts a d  properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Representative black and white photographs of the propem. 
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(Checkwith the SHPO w FfO for any additional im.) 

Property Omner 
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name Virginia Claire Johnson 

street&number 1516Garland telephone (501)771-0218 
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SUMMARY 

Saline Cemetery is located in Drew County, Arkansas, near the now-defunct community of Allis. It stands 
1.5 miles south of U.S. Highway 278 on the west side of AlEis Rd., which intersects the highway 
approximately 5,5 miles west of Montidlo. The nearest town is Wilrnar, which is situated approximately 
f ,5 miles to the east-northeast. There are 106 burials rnarksd with inscribed gravestones or fieldstones. Of 
the 96 marked with inscribed gravestonesy 82 are considered historic. The remaining 14 burials marked by 
inscribed gravestones are considered non-historic. 

Residents in the small community oFAllis formed the Saline Associate Reform Presbyterian [ARP) Churcb 
in 1861, naming it fat the Saline C m k  located a few miles away. Ten years later burials began in the Saline 
Cemetery, which the ARP church minutes and family documentation indicate has always been known by that 
name. The cemetery grounds, which are on church propertyy have been maintained by the Davis fmi l y and 
their descendants since 186 1. The earliest inscribed gravestone is that of Margaret Davis, who died in 1878. 
The most recent burial was in 2009, and there are no more available plots. 

The Saline Associate Reform Presbyterian Church and Saline Cemetery were established by pioneering 
families that traveled by wagons in 1860 from the Carolinas, Tennessee and Mississippi in search of a new 
life in the thick pine forest The cemetery contains the graves of many members of these pioneering families. 

Breakdown of Burials 

Saline Cemetery contains 106 total burials dating from 1878 to the present. However, only 96 of them are 
marked with inscribed gravestones, The remaining 10 buriaIs are marked with simple fieldstones and are 
considered historic. These historic fieldstones, plus the historic inscribed gravestones (82), total 92, or 87% 
of the total burials. 

Contributing BuriaIs by Decade (Inscribed Gravestones) 
1871-1880: 4 
1881-1890: 13 
1891-1900: 17 
1901-1910: 22 

' 1911-1920: 11 
1921-1930: 7 
1931-1940: 7 - 

1441-1950: 0 
1951-1460: 1 
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There are 82 historic burials marked by inscribed gravestones in Saline Cemetery, They account fur about 
77% of the total inscribed gravestones. 

Contributing Fieldstones 
There are 10 historic burids marked by fieldstones in Saline Cemetery. They account for about 9?? of the 
total inscribed gravestones. 

Non-Contributing Burials (Inscribed Gravestones) 
There are 14 non-historic burials marked by inscribed gravestones in Saline Cemetery. They account for 
about 13% of the total inscribed gravestones. 

Burials no longer occur in the cemetery because there are no remaining plots. Therefore, the National 
Regster status of the cemetery should not be threatened in the future by the ratio of contributing to non- 
contributing burials. 

\ 

Landscape Design 
The Saline Cemetey adjoins the old church yard, which lies to the east, between the cemetery and Allis 
Road. The entmnce, also located on the east side of the graveyard, is marked by an arched wrought iron sign 
that reads, "'Old Saline Cemetery," and was instaled in 1965. The other t b  sides are bordered by forest. 
Inside the chain link fence, which sursounds the cemetery, the headstones are arranged in lines tunning north 
and south, and each of the markers faces east. There is a wrought iron fence enclosing a small rectangular 
plot in the southeast part of the cemetery, which was manufactured by Stewart Iron Works of Cincinnati, 
Ohio. The grounds are well-maintained; they are segulariy mowed and some broken stones have been 
repaired. 

Grave Markers and Monuments 
The Saline Cemetery contains many beautifbl monuments representing many typa of funerary symbolism. 
Many of these markers, which are made of marble, granite, and concrete, are rectangular in shape with an 
arched or fornard-sloping top. However, there are a few examples of small obelisks, as well as log-shaped 
monuments associated with the Woodmen of the WorId. Examples of fun- symbolism in the Saline 
Cemetery fndude the following headstones: 

The grave of Ida Belle Miller (1874-1 898) is marked with a marble tablet headstone cut from a template 
more elaborate than most stones In the cemetery. Under its decoratively arched top is a depiction of two 
hands that appear to be shaking, a symbol which represents a welcome into heaven or a farewe11 from Earth. 
Above and belowr this depiction an inscription reads, "We shalI meet in the sweet bye and bye." 
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Another symbol involving hands is on the grave of Samuel P. Davis (1858-1 884). Here the hand of God 
extends downward from the clouds, holding the link of a broken chain which represents the end of a life. 
Above the hand an inscription reads, "To the memory of," referring to Mr. Davis. 

The gave of Tornmie Mowis (1 89 7-1906) features another w m o n  symbol. This small, rectangular marble 
monument has curved corners and is topped with a lamb. This feature c~mmodymarks the graves of 
children, spboIizing their innocence. The inscription below the lamb reads, "Out loved one." 

The monuments marking the graves 0EJ.A. Johnson (1873-1900) and John I;y: Measel (1854-191'3) are fine 
examples of tombstones erected by a popular organization, the Woodmen of the World (WO'CV). Founded by 
Joseph Cullm Root on june 6 ,  1890, WOW was primarily an insurance company that, until the 1 9 2 0 ~ ~  
provided each of its members with a widely-recognized rustic-log gravestone. Like all WOW monuments, 
Johnson and MeaseI1s markers display the Latin phrase, 'Pun Tacet Clamet,'kwhich translates as "Though 
Silent, He Speaks," or, "Gone But Not Forgotten." The Woodmen of the World organization still exists 
today and boasts over 800,000 members, though its official name is now Woodmen to the World Life 
Insurance Society/h&a Woodmen Life Inswince Society. 

Other funmay symbols found in Saline Cemetery include birds, flowers, hands with a finger pointed down, 
hands holding a Bible, wheat, ivy, leaves, open and a c1osd Bibles, roses, lilies, tree stumps, and stars, 

Located on Allis Road south of U.S. Highway 278 in Drew County, the Saline Cemetery retains the mral 
setting it has had since the first burial in 1878. The nearest structure stands on the left side of the road a 
quarter mile from the cemetery. The unpainted wood structure with a large porch on the front belonged to 
Coleman and Ollie Davis who moved from Allis to Wilmat in 1903 after their fjrst child aras born. Though 
the church with which the cemetery was associated relocated to Wilmar in 1907, the cemetery remained open 
for burials until it reached capacity in 2009. The grounds of the cemetery continue to be well-maintained and 
most of the stones remain upright and legible. Those that have fallen over or broken have been repaired, 
though weathering has made the delicate engravings on some monuments difficult to read. Nevertheless, 
Saline Cemetq remains as a fine example of rural funerary art in Drew County. 
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SUMMARY 

Located in Allis, a now-defunct community in west-central Drew County, Saline Cemetery is a relatively 
small, well-maintained rural braid pIot dating from 1 878. It contains 1 06 markers, many of whlch feature 
funerary symbols common during the late niaeteenth and early twentieth centuries. For this reason Saline 
Cemetery is being nominated to the Sational Register of Historic Places under Criterion C with Iocal 
siflcance as a h e  example of mrd funerary art in Drew County. The cemetery is also being nominated 
under Criteria Consideration D for Cemeteries. 

ELABORATION 

Town and County History 
Drew County lies on the edge of the Mississippi Alluvial Plain in southeast Arkansas. White settlement 
began in 1837 with the founding of Rough and Ready, a village once Iocated within a mile of present-day 
Monticello. These people were attracted to the area by its rich agricultural Iand, which proved to be 
especially suitable for growing apples, peaches, pears, and tomatoes, as well as profitable stands of timber. 
In 1846 the state legislature created the county h m  parts of Bradley and Arkansas counties and named it for 
the contempormy governor of Arkansas Thomas Stevenson Drew. Portions of the county were removed and 
added to Ashley County in 1848, and parts of Desha County were added to Drew County in 1861 and 1873. 
The wuntJ's boundaries were finalized in 1 8 73 when the boundary between Drew and Chicot counties was 
settled. 

As with most Arkansas counties, initial settlement was soon followed by the construction of churches. While 
the first services were held in private homes, early citizens constructed at least two churches before the 
1egisIature created Drew County in 1846. Reverend Milton Carr established the Mount Pleasant Methodist 
Church ia 1843, making it the county's first religious congregation. Church members held semices at the 
Vanlandingham home until the church was completed in 1 845. The new house of worship, which was 
constructed from hand-hewn timbers, was located at Rock Springs, a small c o m m ~ t y  in the northwest part 
of the county. Another of the earIy churches established in D r a v  County was a Baptist church located at 
Rough and Ready sometime before 1846. Built on a plot of land donated by James M. Touchstone and first 
served by Reverend Benaiah Carroll, the building was also used as the county court. 

EWle the primary denominations in the early decades of the county were Baptist and Methodist, other 
congregations, including Cumberland Presbyterian, Associated Reformed Presbyterian (AM), and 
Presbyterian, U .S., also had presence in Drew County. The Associated Reformed Presbyterians were 
particularly prominent among the county's Presbyterians; Reverend John Wilson established the first ARP 
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church in dI of a t e m  Arkansas at Monticello in 1855. Tts charter members incIuded several ARP families 
b m  Salem, Tennessee, who had settled at Relfs Bluff, a n m u n i t y  12 miles from MonticelIo. According 
to an ARP evangelist, the families"'"spiritual hunger" necessitated tbe construction of a church at Monticello, 
which was completed in 1858. That same year the ARP leadership recugnized that the commute to the new 
house of worshp was too difficult for the families at Re& Bluff, so they decided to build another church in 
that community. 

Another ARP church was built at Allis, a small wmunity in west central Drew County, located one mile 
east of present-day 'CVilma.. The earliest settlers in this area were the Nelson and Davis families who arrived 
around 1860. In fact, the original post ofice was named h'elson, after W.A. Nelson who settled a homesite 
at that location. The name had to be changed to Nlis, however, when it was discovered that there was 
already a Nelson post office in Arkansas. The now-defbnct cornunify reached its peak when the Little 
Rock, Mississippi River, and Texas Railroad (Iron Mountain Railroad) laid tracks through the area sometime 
after the line's completion to Monticello in 1 880. At the point where the railroad crossed the public road to 
Saline, railroad oficids placed a s i p  that read, "ALLIS." Here, William Eelson placed his sawmill and 
buiIt Nelson and Morris Mercantile. At one point in the late nineteenth centurq; Allis boasted a two-story 
school, John Couey's s aw~~ i l l ,  a livery stabIe, Sloan Wright's blacksmith shop, a boarding home, Dr. R.R. 
Bond's drug store, and thirty-three dwellings. Local events included Friday night speeches, a concert at the 
end of school, and a conmuaal Chstmas tree during the holidays. Allis began its decline in 1890 when the 
Gates Lumber Company opened a large timber operation in nearby Wilma. 

Church and Cemetev History 
The Saline Church and Cemetery was first conceived by the pioneer families that moved to the Saline area 
around 1860, inchding the Davises, the Morrises, the Nelsons, and the Wrights. In I86 1 they presented a 
petition to the Arkansas Presbytery for permission to organize a church at Eelson, later known as Allis. T h e  
presbytery granted the petition and appointed Reverend J.H. Brown to assist in getting the church started. On 
October 10, E 8 6 1, Richard Wright, M7il I iam Nelson, and Robert Davis bought five acres of land from Harvey 
Nelson for ten dollars, splitting the cost at $3 -33 each. They soon erected a log meeting house on the site by 
the roadside about one hundred yards north of where the Sdinc Cemetery is now located. The fitst elders of 
the church were W.M. McKinstry, W.A. Nelson, and R.A. Davis, and Rwerend Joseph A. Dickson served as 
the first pastor from 186 1 to 1 866, 

In 1873 the congregation replaced the log structure with a larger h e  building in Allis, which was made of 
lumber from William Nelson's sawmill. The rectangular building with pine siding was painted white, except 
for the doors which were splattered with red and black to match the pulpit. The church had red carpet and 
four hanging lamps with crystal prisms daneling from a hand painted shade brought up the ,Mississippi from 
New Orleans. Men entered the left hand door and sat in the left pews. Women and girls entered the 
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right hand door and sat in the pews to the sight. Soon after the church built this second building they 
established the cemetery; the first burial occurred in I878 with the passing of Margaret Davis. 

The congegation moved once again in 1906, this time to IYilmar on land donated by J.T.D. Anderson and 
I.W. Bird. The new Wiha r  ARP church joined the Presbyterian Church, U.S., in the winter of 1923. When 
membership fell to eight in 1 973, the church finally disbanded and united with the First Presbyerian Chwch 
in Warren. Meanwhile, the originaI Saline Cemetery continued accepting burials until 2009 when aII 
available plots were filI8d. Family members of the deceased formed the Saline Cemetery Association in 
1965, which continues to maintain the pounds. 

The Robert Davis family 
There are fourteen members of the Davis family buried at SaIine Cemetery. Robert Davis married Margaret 
Asenath Nelson in 1837 in Mecklenburg, North Carolina, and moved the family by wagon to an area outside 
Oxford: Mississippi. They lived there far twenty years before departing for Arkansas around 1860 in an effort 
to remove themselves h r n  the impending conflict of the Civil War. They traveled by wagon to the AItis 
area with several other families, Rabat Davis became a wtton fanner and constructed a large horse- 
powered gin which he used to do giginnjng for the whole community. The Davis graves are close in proximity, 
mostly within the same row. Same of the tombstones have smll  work, one raised top marker with an open 
Bible (signifying a deceased teacher or minister), a closed Bible (divide work of God acwmplishment), a 
hand with a finger pointing upward (the pathway to heaven), a cross (emblem of faith), a Conch shell 
(wisdom), a cluster of grapes on a vine (meaning of life), lilies (innocence and resurrsction) and wheat 
(rebirth). 

KeZler Hilliard Davis was 23 months old when he died in 1906. His brother Grier had been born five days 
earlier. His mother, Ollie, was too weak to attend the funeral so his father, Coleman, carried his Little blue 
casket in their buggy drawn by Dolly the horse to the cemetery for burial. His monument is sandstone. It is 
rectangular on a base with his name KelFer in large block letters etch4 on the top of the stone. The sides are 
scrolls and two stalks of wheat are etched between the screlIs. His inscription reads, "Little time on earth he 
spent till God for him hs angel sent." 

Ada Dell Davis was seventeen months old when she became ill with bIack measles and died. The disease 
infect& the community and her Uncle Sam Davis dso d i d  from the disease. He and Ada Dell died the same 
day--May 24, 1884. Her rectangular marker has a diamond point and is engraved with a rose bud stem and 
leaves that f m  a circle on the uppa front center of the stone. 

Lois Young Davis died at the age of five when her family was s t ~ c k m  with fever. She is buried next to 
Keller Hilliard Davis, her nephew. Her stone is identical to his--sectanguIx in shape with scrolls carved on 
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she upper sides. The grave markers also depict a lamb lying domn next to a staff and a sprig of wheat. Above 
the lamb is a star shining in the sky Lois" name is etched in large block letters on the top of the stone. The 
inscription at the Jower portion of the stone reads, "The Lord is My Shepherd." 

The Spence family 
William Tyler Spence was born and raised in Mississippi and attended the Shiloh PtRP church near Oxford. 
I3e graduated ftom the University of Mississippi before coming to Wilmar to be the headmaster of Beauvior 
ColIege at the tvtn of the century. Mr. Spence and his wifeburied six children in the Saline Cemetery in 
1 90 1, 1902, 1903, 1 905 and 1906. One large pulpit marker is inscribed with the children's names, birth dates 
and death dates. Using a single marker to chronicle the passing of m entire family was a common practice at 
the time. 

The Morris family 
Ten members of the Morris family are found in the c e m e t q .  Lula May Morris Collins' headstone has no 
date of birth or death. Tommy +Wonis was nine years old when he d i d ,  and his grave marker is topped with a 
Iamb signifying innocence. Anna Dell Morris was the daughter of Z.T. and Amanda Morris. She was 
seventeen when she died; her marker is adorn4 with a single rose bud carved within a circle. An inscription 
on the lower part of the stone describes that her family will meet her again: "Blooming in heaven our darling 
one has gone before to greet us on the b1issfuI shore. To be with the angels so bright and fair, the last farewell 
friends meet me there." 

The Muny family 
M. A. Murryls first wife was Sarah Agnes Murry who died in 1 902. His second wife was Mary Roseannn 
Murry who ked in 1907. Both monuments are identical, rectanguIar stones with arched tops. On the center 
upper portion of the stone is engraved, "Wife's Grave," then Iists the wife's name, birth date and death date. 
On the Iower portion is the inscription, "She was an affectionate wife, a fond mother and a fiend to all." 

STATEMENT OF SXG3TFaCAuVCE 

Located in Allis, a now-defunct community in west-central Drew County, Saline Cemetery is a relatively 
small, well-maintained rural burial plot dating from 1 87 1 . It contains 106 markers, many of which feature 
hnerary symbols common during fhe Iate nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. For this reason Saline 
Cemetery is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C with local 
significance as a fine example of surd funerary art in Drew County. The cernetery is also being nominated 
under Criteria Consideration D for Cemeteries. 






















































