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hlstorlc Garvin Cavaness House 

andlorcommon Drew County Historical Museum 

2. Location 
(corner of South Main and 

s t ra t  a number 404 South blai n S t .  and West Go 11 eqe) - not for publlcatlon 

clw. town Mont ice1 10 - vicinitv of comressionsk district Fourth 

state Arkansas code 05 county Drew code 043 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status 
d i s t r i c t  public 2 occupied 
I(i_ buildlng(s) - private - unoccupied 

u - structure - both - work In progress 
- site Public Acquisition Accessibls 
o b j e c t  - in process - yes: restricted 

b e i n g  considered yes: unrestricted 
- no 

'Present Use 
- agriculture - x museum 
- commercial - park 
- educational - private resldenbe 
- enteeainment - rellgtous 
- government - scientific 
- industrial - transportation 
- rnllitanr - other: 

4. Owner of Prorrerty 

name Drew County Historical Soc ie t y  

street & number P. 0. 8 0 ~  564 

city,town MonticelJo - vlcinlty of state Arkansas 71 655 

5. Location of Lenal Description 

courthouse. reuistrw at deeds, etc. Drew CO U O ~ V  Court house 

street & number S o d h  Main Street 

cfty, town Monti cel l o state Arkansas 91 655 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
A r k .  Historic Preservation Program 

lhls Con t i nen t a 1 &I d g . , L i tt l e Rock , A R has thls property been determined @legible? - yes no 

I 
dare 1970, 1972 - federal X state - county - local 

dewsHow for survey records Ark. Historic Preservation Proaram 

ehv. town l i t t l e  Rock Arkansas 72201 



Condition Check me Check one 
- excellent - deteriorated - unahered 2 orlginal slte 

I Aged . r u i n s  -x- altered m o v e d  date ' 
f a i r  - unexposed 

bescribe the present and orlglnal (if known) physical appearance 

Promi nently s i tua ted  on a l a y e ,  gen~rously p1 anted corner s i  te , the Garvin Cavaness 
House exerts a ~ c n ~ ~ ~ n i c a l  presence i n  t he  resi dentj a1 neighborhood sou th  c f  Plcnti cell o m  s 
town square. A1 though construction of the  two-and-one-ha1 f - s  tory structure w i  t h  
basement began i n  1906, the house was not completed u n t i l  1916. Designed and, i n  p a r t ,  
b u i l t  by Cavaness himself, the  house i s  constructed of concrete blocks made qn s i t e  
from a hand-poured mold. This unusual use of material in the structure and fenestra t ion 
of a r e s i d e n t i a l  bu i  l d i n g  and the fabr i ca t ion  of decora t ive  .details .in concrete establish 
the unique character o f  the house. 

The principal (east) e l e v a t i o n  o f  .the .Caymess Fouse f s domfnated by j ts five-bay, 
two-story p o r t i  co. This dominant feature ~f t h e  bui l d i n g  , supported c;n, concrete lonjc 
columns t h a t  taper upwards i n  t h r e e  stages arid carry an unembellished entablature with 
a band of dentiling below i t s  small box cornice, vests the hotrse with a , ~ l a s s i . c a l  monu- 
mental i t y  . Whi 1 e ' t h e  7i ve;bay front ..eleva.ti onl i s  syrmetri ca!,l~ del ineated , a. strong 
focus  on the &nt.raT bay i s  Ctyated,.:' kef8:'"a ranee bf :steps! , l e p d s ~ ' u ~  t o  the' porti l o  (the 
f i r s t  f loor  ' o f  t he 'bu i l i i i r i b t  isUi.dised arprdximatkly 'fhfak feef'above grade and the 
water-table 1 ine  o f  the foundat ion i s  a r t icu la ted)  and t h e  f i n e l y  craf ted entrance. 
This  element i s  composed of one central door surrounded by ornate sidelights and surmounted 
by an elaborately designed fanlight, a17 made of bevel.-edged, t r a n s p a r e n t  l eaded  glass. 
A 1 a r ~ e  , concrete Roman arch with arti cul ated keystone and molding enc i rc les  the fan 1 i gh t , 
further a c c e n t u a t i n g  t h e  centra l  entrance theme. The two end bays of the p r i n c i p a l  v 
elevation are  s e t  back f r o m  the three predominan t  central bays and each has an addi t iona: 
door equipped with secondary s t a i r s  l e a d i n g  t o  the grounds. 

A series of h4pped Poofs' composed: of t f  n, shingles. t a p  the bui  Pding . The roof  of t h e  
principal elevation i s  penetrated by th ree gable-roofed downers. Each dormer has one 
round window w i t h  a f ive-pointed star design and the central: dormer, which i s  slightly 
larger than the  t w o  t h a t  f l ank  i t ,  i s  s e t  upon a range o f  four small square windows 
whose woad f raming f o m s  a cross-like design. 

The north and south side elevat ions a r e  virtually the same. Both are essentially 
symmetri cal , three-bay arrangements wi th  central h i  pped-roofed bays p ro jec t i ng  slightly. 
This formal arrangement may reflect the f a c t  t h a t  Cavaness constructed the  war o f  t h e  
building f i r s t ,  then b u i l t  faward. Each of the sSde elevations i s  enriched by the 
portico which wraps around to dis t inguish  the easterly h a l f  o f  'these secondary 
facades. 

Un l i ke t he  other thr'ee sides o f  the b u i  l d i n g  , the  rear (west) elevation o f  the Cavaness 
House i s  L-shaped in p l  an and asymmetri cal . I t s  northern bay extends f o r w ~ r d ,  penetrated 
by two windows on each f l oo r  and d i s t i n n u i s h e d  by a two-story porch, the f i r s t  floor of 
whi ch has been screened, This porch i s  a1 so supported by concrete col umns , b u t  these, 
un l ike  t h e  outstanding portico columns, are qu i t e  s lender  and unembellished. I n  contrast, 
the south bay o f  t h e  rear elevation which was once characterized by a two-stary porch 
has been enclosed wi th  t i n  siding. What were once s u p p o r t i n g  members of the porch appear 
as pi 1 asters i n  the applied wal I .  An encl osed metal s ta i r case  leads down from the second 
f l oo r  porch. h%i le a1 terations t o  t h e  exterior of the building are 1 i m i  ted t o  such enclos 
ing of pre-ex is t ing porches, the visual accessibility of the rear elevation i s  somwhat 
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obscured by the placement o f  log structures on the grounds of t h e  house. (These 
structures funct ion in conjunction w i t h  t h e  adaptive reuse of t he  house as the Drew 
Csun ty b!useum), 

The interior o f  t he  bui ld ing was ne t  completed contemporary w i t h  the exter ior .  
During the 1920s, the house was div ided i n t o  apartmnts , and subseq~ent owners 
have niade addit ional  surface chgnges. Only the p l an  of the  second f l o o r  reflects 
the intended o r i p i n a l  scheme of central stairhall f lanked by dwel l ing  rooms. Ma jo r  
i n t e r i o r  alterations include:  the  construction of a ki tchen and a bathroom i n  
the enclosed port ion of the upstairs back porch; the removal of the o r i g i n a l  stair- 
case i n  the central hallway and the subsequent construction of a narrow staircase % - + - .  

in one o f  t h e  south rooms ; t h e  lowering of t h e  cei Pings i n  s m  first  f loor  rooms; - 
=.A-T- -- -. 

and the  addi  tion of two bathrooms downsta i rs .  The house was or3 ginal ly steam- heated 
by a coal furnace i n  the basement. The three e x i s t i n g  f ireplaces therefore, have 
been i n s t a l  led i n  recen t  years. The decsrati ve cei 1 i ng moul d i n g  and elaborate 
broken pediment i n  the parlor a r e  1i kewise the work of recent  owners. Fortunately 
'.he original pressed tin c e i  lings surv ive  in two o f  the upsta i rs  bedrooms i n  s t a r k  
znntrast w i t h  the rest o f  t h e  much altered and greatly evolved interior. kY= 



Perf od Arsss of Signlfieance--Check and lumtffy below 
prehtstorie - arche?lcrgy-prehistoric - community planning - landscape mhitecture- religion 

- 1 4 0 6 1  499 - archeology-hlstoric - conserration - law - science 
- 1500-1 599 - agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 
- 1600-1 699 . architecture - education - military - sociali 
- t70CL1799 - art - engineering - music hurnanltarian 
, - 1&0&1899 - commerce - - explorationlsettlement - philosophy - theater 

lgO& - ccrnrnunications - industry - i 4 , t .  pqlitics;~owrnrnent transportatSon 
. r l  - Invention .. . I >  ,., . _ . r :  I,.:' ...!14,:r,.,~ther(speeify) 

Specific dates 1906 - 19 16 BuilderlArehitect Ga rvi n Cavaness - Bvi  1 der 
. . - .  . . -  

Statement of ~ l ~ i & k a n e e ' ( i n  one padbraph) I . .  - . .  

Bui 1 t by Garvi$-Cavin&i as :a =?&idenc& for himself and h i  s w i  fe, both of whom were 
descendants of  fami  1 ies deeply invo lved  in the ear ly  development of Monti cel l o  and of 
Drew County, the Cavaness House stands as an unusual  in terpretat ion of the  essentially 
Classical ly inspi r e d  archi  tec,tu+e b f  the ' f i  rst" jwrs of 'the twentieth. century. Both 
i t s  physical iljaracteristits and the ci rcmstancesv 'of i t s  construct ion cont r ibute  t o  
the s ign i f i cance  o f  the hause. According t o  Monticello folklore several cars on t h e  
Iron FTountain Raj  1 road 1 ine derailed outside the c i t y  in 1906. Cavaness ; somewhat 
o f  a ne'er-do-well cespite h i s  prcsnihent If n-e~gg, ccntvacte'd to: clezn up th'e wreckage -- . . a task which ' invo lved  rern~vi ig  cerr;efit t h a t  h2d spilled fWm' the d k - r 3 i l ~ d  cars. 
Reputedly, i t  i s  t h i s  cement t h a t  was used t o  make t h e  concrete used i n  t h e  construction 
o f  the Cavaness House. Cavanesshlever use a f  the found material produced an out- 
s t a n d i n g  structure t h a t  incorporates elements of bo th  t h e  Classical and t h e  Colon? a1 
Revi val styles. The bui  1 ding 's  acute symetry and rno~umer;tal proportions together -- 
w i th  i t s  great  p o r t i c o  w i t h  Ionic columns and simple denti led entabla ture  reflect 

'r an  interest in Classicism. Its hipped roofs, gabled dormers, and beautifully a r t i -  
cul a ted  entrance with  exquis-i t e  1 eaded-g 1 ass fan1  i gh t respond t o  t he  d i  c ta tes  of f. 3 

Colonial Revival design. T h i s  unusual use of concrete block in residential design 
a t  so early a date  in south eastern Arkansas tr, create. a- ,ye1 1 .rconcei ved, " h i  gh s tyle" 
profile out  o f  rugged bui  1 d i  ng f a b r i c  vests the  Cavaness house' with a uni'qule character.  
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Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name M o n t i c e l l o ,  south 
UMT References 

*W l A l u b l d  
Zone Easting 

131712101810101 
Northing 

Ouadrsngle scale 1 : 24 ,000 

Zone Easting Northing 

Yarbal bwndary description and justlflcation 

P a r t  of Block 201: property runs approximately 175 ft. south and west  from the 
corner o f  South Main and West College St. Monticello, Arkansas 

Lint all states and cwnties lor properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code . county code 

state code county code 

49 1 I. Form Prepared By 

narnefilt le Ethel Goodstein, Arch i tec tu ra l  H i s t o r i a n  

organlzatton Ark. H i  s to r i c  Preservation Program date 

street&number Suite 500. Continental B u i l d i n s  tefephane 501 /371-2763 

CI~VOT~OWII L i t t l e R o c k  St8k Arkansas 72201 

12, State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated slgnFfleance of this property within the state Is: 

- national state 2 loml 

As the designated State Historlc PresewaHon Officer lor the NatTon81 Hlstarlc Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
6651, 1 hereby nominate this praperty for inclusion in the National Register and certify that It has been evaluated 
accsrdlng to h e  criteria and procedures set b r t m t h e  Heritage ConservatiopaRlf Recreatlen Service. 

- 

1 Chlel ol Registration - . ' - .  

GPO 9?A ma1 















GAUVIN CAYBWESS HOUSE 

404 South t l a i  n 
i4onti cell o, Drew County, Arkansas 

a 

Robert Dunn, February 19, 1980 
Negat ive location: Arkansas Historic 

Preservat ion Program 
D e t a i l  o f  main entry f r o m  east  









GARVLN CAVAdESS HOUSE 

404 South [,lain 
!{onticel 1 o , Drew County, Arkansas 

0 

Robert Dunn, February 19, 1980 
Negative locat ion:  Arkansas Historic 

Preservation Program 
West elevation f r o m  w e s t  
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GARVIN CAYANESS HOUSE 

404 South Ma i n 
idonti ce l l  o, Drew County, Arkansas 

Q 

Robert Dunn, February 19, 1980 
Negat ive l oca t ion :  Arkansas Historic 

Preservat ion Program 
Detail o f  p o r t i c o  from s o u t h  


