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1. Name of Property ........................................................... ............................................................... 
historic name: Cham Grubbs House 

other site number 

2 .  Location 
- .- 

street & number: State Hishwav 172 

not for publication: N / A  

city/town: New H a ~ e  v i c i n i t y :  

state: AR county: Drew - code: AR 043  z i p  code: 71655 

....................... ------------------c=====- ====,,,,,======,=======,-==== 
3. Classification 

Ownership of Property: Private 

Category of Property: Buildins 

Number of Resources w i t h i n  Property: 

Contributing Noncontributing 

buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 

0 Tota l  

Number of contributing resources previously Listed in the  National 
Register: N/A 

N a m e  of related multiple property listing: UJA 



- - - - - - - - - - P - 5 _ 1 _ _  ------------------ ---I--'---------=-- ---------+--------- -===lf=========c==-======= 

4.  StateJFederal Agency Certification ...................................................... -------------------------*------------------------------------- 

As the descignated authority under t h e  National 3istoric Preservation A c t  
of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this X nomination 
request for determination of eligibility meets the  documentation 
standards for registering properties in t h e  National Register of 
Historic Places and m e e t s  the procedural and professional requirements 
se t  forth in 36 CFR Part 6 0 .  In my opin ion ,  the property X meets 

does not meet the National Register Criteria. See continuation 
sheeL. 

/& -12 -FT 
Date 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
State or  Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, t h e  property meets does not  m e e t  t h e  National 
Register criteria. - See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other o f f i c i a l  Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

--------------------------------------------------------------- -----------------------------------------*----------------------------- 

5 .  National Park Gervice Certification --------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------*--------------------------------------*------------- 

I, hereby certify t h a t  t h i s  property is: 

- entered in the Nat iona l  Register 
- See continuation sheet. 
determined eligible fo r  the 
National Register 
- See continuation sheet. - determined not e l i g i b l e  for t h e  
Nat iona l  Register 
removed from the ~ a ~ i o n a l  Register 

other (explain) : 

Signature of Keeper Date 
of Action 

~ - C L - ~ = = - - -  ----- -------- -,-r----l-l--l-l--I----L-d---l-----P----ll*- 

6 .  Function or U s e  ........................................................... --------------------------------------------------------------- 
Historic: DOMESTIC Sub: S i n s l e  dwellins 

Current: DOMESTIC Sub: Sinale dwellina 



................................................................. 
7 .  Description ------------ ------------------I-=======r-,===--=====================ZP=rP====---=== 

Architectural Classification: 
+ CI 

Jther 

Other Description: 

Materials: foundation Woodlconcrete roof Metal 
walls WOOD/Loq other Wood wosts 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. X See continuation 
sheet. 

................................................... ------------ elf==:----- 

8 .  Statement of Bigaificance 
------+--dd3p-------------I---------I--P---------I--- -+----*----- ------------------------------------------------*----- 

Certifying o f f i c i a l  has considered t h e  significance of this property in 
relation to other properties: Locallv 

Applicable National Register Criteria: C 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) : 

Areas of Significance: ARCHITECTURE 

Period(s) of Significance: 1855-1859 

Significant Dates: 1859 

Significant Person(s): NJA 

Cultural Affiliation: 

Architect/Builder: Grubbs . S t e ~ h e n  H. 

State significance of property, and justify c r i t e r i a ,  criteria 
considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 
X S e e  continuation sheet. - 



~====~~~r~=t=--=========aa==========-==~==- -=============-===== 
9. Major Bibliogsaphieal References 
I---d_---I-II-+-L----------------------------------------------+-- 
LII-__d----I-h--------------------------------------h------------------- 

X - See continustion sheet. 

Previous documentation an file (NPS): 

- preliminary determination of individual l i s t i n g  (36 CFR 6 7 )  has been 
requested, 

- previously listed in the  National Register 
- previously determined eligible by t h e  National Register 
- designated a National Historic Landmark - recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
- recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data: 

X State historic preservation office 
- Other sta te  agency 
- Federal agency - Local government 
- University 
- Other -- Specify Repository: 
F--.-------rr-- . - - -----  -----------------------.--------------- --------------------=--------------------------------------- 
10. Geographical Data 
-=====-===========--P==========--=r==========-====== 

Acreage of Property: Less t han  one 

UTM References: Zone Easting Northing Zone East ing  Northing 

- See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description: - See continuation s h e e t .  

Beginning at a point on the  southern edge of State Highway 172 located 
approximately 1,100 feet e a s t  of its intersection w i t h  the eastern edge o f  
County R o a d  9 ,  proceed southerly along a line running parallel with t h e  
house's western elevation for .  a distance 02 approximately 2 0 0  feet to its 
intersection with a perpendicular l i n e  running parallel with the house's 
southern elevation; thence proceed easterly along said line f o r  a distance of 
approximately 2 0 0  feet to its intersection w i t h  a perpendicular line runn ing  
p a r a l l e l  w i t h  t h e  house's eastern elevation;  thence proceed northerly along 
said line f o r  a distance of approximately 200 feet to its intersection with 
a perpendicular line running along t h e  southern edge of State Highway 172; 
thence proceed westerly along said line for a distance  of approximately 2 0 0  
feet to the  point of beginning. 

Boundary Justification: - See continuation sheet. 
This boundary includes all of t h e  property historically associated with t h i r  
resource that retains its integrity. 



- - - - - - - - - - - - - - . . - . 

11. Form Prepared By 

Yame/Title: Kennet3 Story, Architectural Historian O 

0rganization:Arkansas Historic Preservatbn Psoqram Date: October 8 .  1992 

Street & Number: 323 Center Street, 15th Floor Telephone:I5011 324-9880 

Gity or Town: Little Rock State:& ZIP: 7 2 2 0 1  
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Summary 

The Champ Gmbbs House is a single-story, wood log residential structure of squarenotched 
construction and a dog-trot plan (though the dog-trot has since been filled). Though the building 
has suffered a series of additions and minor alterations in its lifetime, it retains its original log 
construction, including its single log pens flanking the centraT hallway. 

Elaboration 

The Champ Grubbs House is a single-story, wood fog residential structure of square-notched 
construction and a dog-trot plan (though the dog-Stot has since been filled), The original dogtrot 
plan, constructed entirely of logs, has been augmented by a shed roof addition across the rear, 
though two separate shed rmf m m s ,  attached to the rear of the two log pens, were added 
within the first twenty years of the construction of the house, and were connected to encIose the 
rear of the dogtrot passageway during the historical p r i d  (this historic structure was removed 
approximately ten years ago due to its advanced state of deterioration, though its replacement 
largely repduces the form of the historic structure), Two exterior end chimneys rise through 
the gable peak. The metal roof, and the log and wood frame walls are supported by a 
combination of w d  and concrete blocks. 

The northern or front elevation consists of the filled dogtrot in the center, which is accessed via 
a central, single-leaf door that is flanked by two modem four-over-four windows, and two 
openings in the center of each of the log pens. The eastem log pen retains its original function 
as a single-leaf entry, while the opening in the center of the western pen has been converted 
more recently into a vhndow. Sheltering this entire facade is a sloping, single-story shed porch 
that is supported upon a total of five wood posts. The southern elevation opposite consists 
entirely of the board-and-batten shed addition, which is fenestrated by two one-oves-one sash 
windows and a pair of windows placed toward the eastern end. 

The eastern and western elevations are similar, in that &he central chimney in the gable end is 
flanked on both elevations by two four-over-four w d  sash windows, with the only difference 
being that the eastern elevation of the shed roof section is accessed via a single-leaf entrance 
while the western elevation opposite is fenestrated with a one-over-one sash window. 

The significant exterior detaiIs are limited to the quare-notching of the logs and the absence of 
chinking between the logs, a condition that appears to be original. 
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The interior of the log pens has largely been refinished with mdem vertical w d  paneling, 
with the notable exception of the cenw passageway, in which the logs are visibIe. 

with the filling of the central passageway, the conversion of the western pen's front door into 
a window, the necessary rebuilding of bath chimneys, and the refinishing of the interior of the 
original log pens, significant a1 terations have occurred to the Champ Grubbs House; however, 
its original construction remains intact, as the logs remain visible both inside and out, and the 
overall form of the house -- the two lag pens flanking the central hallway with the historic shed 
roof section on the rear -- remains the same. 
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Summary Criterion C, l a  significance 

The Champ Grubbs House, constructed c. 1859 (builder unknown), is significant by virtue of 
its status as one of the few extant, single-story log dog-trot residences remaining from the 
antebellum perid in Drew County. It is thus being nominated under Criterion C with local 
significance for its construction. 

Elaboration 

The first documented European settlement in the area that comprises the present-day land mass 
of Drew County occurred in 1832, when the first immigrants came from Louisiana and settled 
on the banks of Bayou Bartholornew. At the time of the official formation of Drew County -- 
November 26, 1846 -- the county was divided into six principal townships; by 1850, the county 
boasted a population of 3,276, with the county seat being firmly established at MonticeIlo. 

Though known as the Champ Grubbs House -- after Elisha Champion Grubbs, who served the 
Veasey Township as justice of the peace for forty-two years (1 889-193 1) -- this residence was 
actually constructed by his father, Stephen H. Grubbs, who came to this area from his ancestral 
home in MilledgeviEle, Georgia with his wife, Elizabeth Jackson Gmbbs. The deed abstract 
reveds that Stephen H. Grubbs first purchased the property in 185 1, though oral history 
maintains that they did not relocate to this site permanently until 1853 or 1854. The elder 
Gmbbs first constructed a smaller, single-pen log residence for his family -- in addition to his 
wife, he atready had five chiadsen before coming to Arkansas -- while he was completing the 
new, larger dogtrot residence. He began construction on the dogtrot in 1855, completing the 
construction by 1859. 

Stephen H. Gmbbs and his wife remained in the home for the remainder of their Lives, having 
five more children after they settled here. Little else is known about the elder Grubbs, apart 
from the fact that he served the county as a coroner after he settled here. His son, Champ 
Gsubbs, lived in the house also while he served the county in his capacity as justice of the peace, 
and reportedly performed many of his official duties within the walls of his home, including the 
hearing of court mses and the performance of marriages. The house remains in the hands of 
Grubbs family descendants, as the current owner, Curtis Mayo, is the great-grmt grandson of 
Stephen H. Grubbs. 

The Champ Gsubbs House, in spite of the considerable alterations it has suffered, retains dl of 
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the original log consmction for which it i s  considered significant, and for which it is k i n g  
nominated. The two log pens are eighteen feet-square, with the central passageway measuring 
ten feet across. The ceilings of the log pens are nine-and-one-half feet in height. The large pine 
logs of the interior and exterior walls -- measuring an average width of approximately eleven 
inches -- are completely intact, as are the stripped pine poles that form the rmf rafters. 
Antebellum log residences of this age and stwcrural integrity, and parti~ularly of pine log 
construction, are rare indeed, and their importance transcends their outward appearance. Thus 
it is for the integrity and uniqueness of its construction that the Champ Grubbs is being 
nominated under Criterion C with local significance. 
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Goodspeed's Biographical and Histon'cal Memoirs of Souhern A r k a m ,  1890. 

Hulan, Richard, "Middle Tennessee and the Dogtrot House," Pioneer America, (1975). 

Information provided by Curtis Mayo; 1981 and 1992. 




















