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"I Name 

hlstorie ert I @P tlar*dy House 7 

and/or cornman 

2. Location - - - , - -  .- -- 

street & number 7177 W t h  Main S t w e t  - not lor publication 

city, town Monticel 1 o - vicinity of cong~essional district DI str j 4 

st %te Arkansas c d e  05 county Drew oode 043 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- district - public X occupied - agricultum - ~PIUSBUIII 

3 buildlng(s) 2 private - unoecupid - comrnerclal - park - 
f - structure - both - work in progress e d u c a t i o n a l  private residence 

- site Public Acqufsitlorr Accessibrs - entertainment - religious 
- objtxt - in process Y yes: restricted - government - scient#ie 

-x- being considered - yes: unrestrictd - industrial transportation 

4. Owner of Property 

city, town Monti C P ~  1 o vicinity oi state Arkansas 71655 

5. Location of Pesal Descrilptian 

courthouse, registry of deeds* ete. Drew  count^ Court house 

street & number t h  Mal'n W p p t  

city, town Montirpll o 

Arkansas H i s  tori c Preservation Survey, conducted by Southeast Arkansas Economic 
title Deve lo~rnwt  Distri~t: Inc, has this property been deterrnlned eiegible? y e s  n o  

J 

dateMay 1979 f e d w a l  2 state county loeal 
Arkansas H i s t o r i c  cgr am SEADO.  Inc .  

city, town 



C d i t i o n  Check one Check one 
2 excellent - deteriorated - unaltered . original site 

n - good - ruins 2- altered - mwed date " 
f a i r  - unexposed 

Describe the present and original lif known) physical appmarance 

Located across the street from t h e  Drew County Courthouse and on t h e  edge o f  an 
encroaching commercial dist r ic t ,  the Robert Lee Hardy House provides a f o r m i d a b l e  but 
stately anchor far the residential neighborhood south of Monticello's town square. 
The two-story red brick bui 1 ding was constructed i n 1908-09 by George We1 J s , S r  . , 
according t o  the desi gn o f  George Fran kl i n  Barber, a Knoxvi 1 1 e, Tennessee, architect 
who e n j o y ~ d  consfderable in f luence i n  the southern and midwestern United States. 
The Hardy House presents an example of Barber's in terpreta t ion of t h e  Colonial 
Rev! val s t y 1  e .  

The buf7ding1s steep hipped r o o f  and the details of t h e  f r a n t  (west) e leva t ion  are 
Co?oniaI inspired,  but t h e  less restrained plan o f  the building, as demonstrated 
by the L-shaped veranda extending across the principal facade, i s  reminiscent of 
late V i c t o r i a n  design. Elevated slightly above grade, the veranda i s  s u p p o r t e d  by 
Ionic columns s e t o n  square brick piers and i s  covered wi th  a shed roof. A port icp 
supports i t s  unembellished entzblature. Decorative I o n i c  brackets support t h e  
simple portico carn i  ce. The portico terminates i n  a b a l  ustraded second-fl oor balcony. 

W i t h o u t  the veranda, t h e  principal elevation of the Hardy House would be severely 
symmetrical. The centrally located f r o n t  dear contains 3. sinqle glass  panel and the 
appearance of this entrance i s  enriched by a leaded-71 ass sideli q h t  to t h e  r i g h t  o f  
t h e  door .  Both are surmounted by beveled glass transoms and a single concrete lintel 
caps both the  door and s i  del i ah t. Rectangul a r  w i  ndo*~~s w i t h  s ig;! ar concrete 1 i n t e l  s 6 +. . 
f lank the door. On the second floor,  two windows placed symmetrically above these 
are found on e i t h e r  s ide  o f  the balcony entrance, a double-door wi th  transom t h a t  i s  
articulated w i t h  the same concrete lintels t h a t  define a l l  openings i n  the  b r i c k  
veneer wal l .  The p r i n c i ~ a l  elevation o f  the Hardy House i s  further dist inquished by 
three dowers that penet ra te the hipped-roof. A lzrge central  dorgor wi th  a broken 
t r i a n g u l a r  p e d i ~ e n t  and a distiqctive Palladian window zpnears between two smaller 
t r i angu la r  pedimeated dormers w i t h  rectangcl ar windows. A1 1 dormers are faced with 
wood shingles. A widow" walk, whose balustrade echoes the details of the p o r t i c o  
Salsany rail ,  - caps tk bui  ldifig.  - ,  

As the v~ranCa distfnguishes the  principal facade o f  the h r d y  W G U S ~ ,  SO too does 
i t  contribute t o  t h e  aocezrance o f  the south elevztfon o f  t3e b u i l d i n g .  This  
elevation is asymmetrical and more r e f l e c t i v e  o f  a t r a n s i t i o n a l  style (from Queen Anne 
to Colonial ~ e v i v a l )  than o f  the  overtly Colonial i n t e r e s t  the principal facade 
e x h i b i t s .  A low range of steps located a t  the southeast corner o f  the b u i l d i n g  o f f e r s  
additional access t o  the veranda. Again,  c l u s t e r s  of  Ionic columns on brick piers 
articulate t h e  entry element. T h i s  corner o f  thebui ld ing  projects i n  a half-hexagon 
shaped bay and windows, wi th  the t yp ica l  concrete 1  i n t e l  d e t a i l ,  l i g h t  each o f  the 
three sides. This bay has a gable roof which tenn.lnated in a bracketed, t r i a n g u l a r  
pediment faced w i t h  the same type of shingles t h a t  appear  on the f r o n t  dormers. The 
gable i s  penetrated by a louvered vent. The rear porches are also vis ib le  f r o m  this 
side of the  building. 
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The r e a r  (east)  elevation of the building i s  charac ter ized by a screened porch on 
the  f i rs t  f loor  and a covered balcony above i t .  The upstairs balcony has been en- 
closed. Doric columns support the balcony roofs. In contrast  to t h e  openness of the 
porches, the no r theas t  corner o f  t h i s  elevation, wh ich  ref lec ts  the service spaces 
(kitchen, pantry and b a t h )  o f  the p lan ,  i s  severely s o l i d .  This wall i s  penetrated 
only by two small windows on each f loor  and t h i s  section of the house i s  capped 
by a $able roof whose t r i a n g u l a r  pediment is a r t i cu l a t ed  i n  the same fashion 
as t h a t  of the southeast corner of the building. ---. .- - .-.-.. -, 

The no r th  elevation i s  the least  d f  s t ingwished  facade o f  the building appearing as 
a flat 'brick wall penetrated by ranges o f  r e c t a n g u l a r  windows capped by concrete 1 intels 
in both  the f i r s t  and second s tory  o f  t h e  house. 

A1 though George Frank1 i n  Barber designed houses i n  a ~ a r i  ety of e x t e r i o r  s t y l  i s  t i c  
treatments, h i  s p7 ans rarely changed, L i  ke much of the archi t e c t  ' s work, the Hardy 
House offered a ra ther  common-place s o l u t i o n .  The house i s  s l i g h t l y  asymmetrical 
i n  pl an. Qne enters the bui l ding. thrawgh a 1 arge reception room which affords 
access t o  a f r o n t  parlor, library, bay-windowed d i n i n g  room, and a central stair 
h a l l .  R p a i r  of d o r i c  columns'separates the  parlor from the  library. Three bedrooms, 
a family room, bathroom and the  balconies comprise t he  second f loor  scheme, Interior 

i, deta i l s  are  r e f l e c t i v e  o f  the Classical characteristjcs of the  Colonial Revival.  

A small barn ,  belonging to a Me thod i s t  Parsonage which o r i g i n a l l y  occupied the s i t e  
where the Hardy House was constructed, i s  located a t  the rear  af the  home. The barn 
i s  b u i l t  o f  cypress board w i t h  t i n  roof. Iron hinges are found on one entrance. The 
bu i  1  ding i s  presently used for storage. 



8. Significance L 

Psfiod 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 150b1599 
- t 60D-F 69 9 

1700-1 799 
- 1800-1 899 

1900- 

Areas of Signlflcance-Check ond justify below 
- archealcgy-prehistoric c o m m u n i t y  planning - landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  religion 
- archeology-historid - conservatioh - law ' *  ~cfence 
- agriculture - economics - literature seulptum 

architecture e d u c a t i o n  - military - social; 
- art - engineering - music hurnanltarlan 
- commerce - exploration~settlernent - philosophy - theater 
- communications - industry - politics~government - transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

Speelfic dates qnfl - ql)q BuilderlArchltect pnrap F ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ i l  t p  
4 

Statement d Signnleance (in one paragraph) 

B u i l t  as a residence far prominent Mont icel  l o  lawyer and real estate  entrepreneur 
Robert Lee Hardy, the  Hardy House survives as an architectural representa t ive  of 
the  period when Monticello, a thriving agricultural center, was one of the  wealthiest 
c i t i e s  i n  Arkansas. The house, the work o f  regionally prominent Knoxville, Tennessee 
architect George Franklin Barber (1854-19151, i s  distinguished by i t s  s ta te ly  Colonial 
Revi val  esthetic which graphical I y captures the spirit of expansion and prosperity 
Monticello enjoyed during the 1280 - 1920 era. Being one o f  the  few residential 
structures constructed o f  brick during thSs period of  Monticello's history, the - 
b u i l d i n g ' s  architectural siyni f icance i s  underscored. Turn-of-the-century M~nticello 
saw the construction of many f i n e  houses but  the gracious, yet sol i d ,  masonry of t he  
Hardy House and its enr iching decorative de ta i  1s stand i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  the frame 
structures t h a t  predominate i n  the c i t y ,  particularly the  many houses b u i l t  in the  
more ac t i ve  Queen Anne style and the less presumptuous Victorian co t tage  mode. Though 
the Hardy House's  Classical nature de r f ves  l a rge ly  f r c m  the a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  period 
details such as i t s  cl ustered Ionic col urns, i t s  simple ba1 ustrades, i t s  dormers 
and i t s  Palladian window, these f inely crafted elements communicate t h e  architect's 

f 
t 

skillful interpretation o f  the Colonial Rev iva l  style. Constructed a t  a time when 
most Arkansas houses were the desi gnes of l ocal contractors, i t  is not insj g n i  f ican t 
t h a t  the Hardy House i s  an arrhite-ct designed structure. Equally impportant are the 
l o g i s t i c s  of i t s  design. While the Barber firm was b e s t  know f o r  the house pattern 
books i t produced, including Houce (1895) and Plodern American L o w s  (19031, 
and the  hrchStecture b u i l t  according t o  the dictates o f  those pattern b o ~ k s ,  Barber 
also designed houses te the spec i f i c  instruction of clients by mail. The Hardy House 
was designed fn  t h i s  manner. As an example of such "mail-order" archi tecture  i t  not 
only represents an architecturally outstanding component o f  Monti cel l o ' s bu i  I t environment 
during the  city's prime but  a l so  ddcuments the transmission to and assimilation o f  
national 7y popular architectural sty1 es and forms i n  Rr kansas . The Hardy Mouse is 
presently occupied by Lurene Hardy, widow of Robert Lee Hardy's son, Eric. 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage at nominated property 

Quadrangle name YmLL-th, Ark. 
UMT References 

Quadrangle scale1 : 24 *000 

A h  151 16111d 1,7151 131712111214101 
Zone Easting Northing tons Easting Northing 

Verbal bwnda.y descri~tlon and lwtifiution "A p a r t  o f  B 1 ock w umber 194 i n a n d  o u t  of Town 
o f  Monticello, Arkansas, and particularly described as follows: Beginning s i x  f e e t  
south o f  the NW corner of said block running thence south 14235 feet thence east t o  e a s t  
boundary l i n e  of s a i d  block 194 thence north 242% fee t  west t o   lace of bea~nning. • 

I ?I 

List all states and counties lor properties overlapping state or county boundaties 

state code county coda 

state code ewntv ' tack 

1 1 Form Prepared By 

Architectural H i  tori adMes Gooch . Researcher 

organization Arkans-a-s H i s t o r i c  Pse3ervat-i on. Program date December 14, 1979 

street& number Sui te  500, Continental Bui l d i  nq . ' telephone (501) 371-2763 

eitrortown L i t t l e  Rock state Arkansas 72201 . 

1 2, State Historic Preservation Off leer Certif icatian 
- -- 

The evaluated significance ot this property withln the state Is: 

- natlonal - state X local 
As the designated Stale Historic Presewation Wicer for the National Historlc Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8% 
6651, 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Natlonal Register and certify 'that it has been evaluated 
according l o  the criteria and prccedures set lo 
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ROBERT LEE HARDY HOUSE 

207 5. Main, Monticello, Drew Ca., Arkansas 
Photographer: Robert Dunn 
Date: December 5, 1979 
Negative 1 ocation: Arkansas H i s to r i c  

Preservation Program 
Detail of porch, west elevation,  photographer 
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R0 6ERT LEE HARDY HOUSE 

207 S. Main,  Monticello, Drew Co., Ark.  
Photographer: Robert Dunn 
Date: December 5, 1979 
Negative Lacat i  on: Arkansas H i s t o r i c  

Preserva t i  on Program 
Doric Col umns separating par1 or and d i  n i  ng 

room, photographer f ac ing  east  
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