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The Hubert and lsnin Furr House at 702 Desoto Avenue in Arkansas City was built in 191 0 by local timber 
man Hubert Furr, and his wife, Jonia. The 1 %-story house rests on a continuous cast-concrete foundation 
with a partial basement. Et is an excellent example of the Dusch Colonial Revival style of architecture in 
Arkansas City, featuring a rectangular plan with a symmetrical fagade and a side-gabled roof with flared 
eaves and prominent shed dormers on both the front and rear slopes of the roof. The first story features 
ornamental concrete block constsuction, and the large side gable ends and dormers are clad in wood shingles. 
A full-width porch extends amss the h n t  fawde and is supported by four fluted, Doric columns resting 
atop a low, ornamental concrete block wall. Each side gable end is decorated with four triangular knee 
braces and an oval-shaped urindow surrounded by keystones. A small porch with a hipped roof projects from 
the center of the home's rear elevation. The southwestem-most portion of this rear porch is enclosed with 
weatherboard, but according to Sanborn Fire Insurance maps, it has been enclosed since at least 191 7. T h e  
Fun House i s  also significant because it is the only extant example of ornamental concrete block construction 
in Arkansas City. 

?"he Hubert and Ionia Furr House at 702 Desoto Avenue in Arkansas City was built in 1910 by local timber 
man Hubert Fun, and his wife, lonia. The 1 K-story house rests on a continuous cast-concrete faunclarion 
with a partial basement. It is an excellent exampIe of the D U F C ~  Colonial Revival style of architecture in 
Arkansas Cf tv, featuring a rectangular plan with a spmetrical fapde and a side-gabled roof with flared 
eava and prominent shed dormers on both the h n t  and seas slopes of the roof. The first story features 
ornamental concrete block construction, and the large side gable ends and donnets are clad in wood shingles. 
A full-width porch extends across the h n t  f a p d e  and is supported by four fluted, Dwic columns resting 
atop a low, ornamental concrete block wall. Each side gable end is decorated with four triangular knee 
braces and an oval-shaped window surrounded by keystones. A small porch with a hipped roof projects fiom 
the center of the home's rear elevation. The southwestern-most portion of this rear porch is enclosed with 
weatherboard, but according to Sanborn Fire I n s m e  maps, it has been enclosed since at least 1917. 

Southeast Facade (Fron f )  

The southeast fa~ade (front) is dominated by a dual-pitched roof, which extends out o v a  the full-width front 
porch at a lower pitch. T h e  roof is covered with synthetic shingles. Two shed dormers are situated on the 
downward slope of the roof where it begins to flatten out to a lower pitch. The dormers are dad in wood 
shingles and each is fenestrated by a row of three one-over-one, double-hung, woad-frame windows. A 
wide, overhanging eave extends out over the porch roof. The front porch is supported by four fluted, Doric 
columns atop a low, ornamental concrete block wall. This concrete block wall surrounds the porch with the 
exception of the firont entry steps, as the porch floor is about three feet above the ground. Two porch 
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columns retain their original capitals, and the other two have been modified or replaced. The original 
capitaIs are very simple, but feature a small row of rosettes topped by a small row of acanthus leaves. 

The first floor wall of the f a d e  is faced with ornamental concrete block, as is the porch wall. A singblight 
door surmunded by a transom and sidelights is centered in the front fapde. One oneover-one, double-hung, 
wood-hme window with n concrete sill is positioned on either side of the front door. Five concrete steps 
bounded by low, concrete walls lead up to the fiont porch from the ground level to provide access to the 
porch. The small portion of the wall visible below the porch floor is finished in smooth cast concrete and is 
part of the partial basement. 

Northeast Ftqxziie (Side) 

The northeast fapde (side) is a gable end. The upper gable portion of this elevation is cIad in wood shingles 
and features a deeply recessed wall under a widely flaring eave. Four decorative knee braces are positioned 
under the overhanging eave, and a stationary oval-shaped window surrounded by keystones is centered in the 
peak of the gable end. This upper gable end portion is also fenestrated by two one-over-one, double-hung, 
wood-fiame windows. The first floor of this elevation is faced with ornamental concrete block fenestrated by 
two one-over-one, double-hung, wood-frame windows with cast-concrete sills as well as a pair of one-over- 
one, daub1 e-hung, wood-frame windows with a cast-concrete sill on its northernmost end. The parha1 
basement is visible below a single row of smooth-fad concrete bIock. The lower basement wall is smooth 
cast-concrete punctuated by three evenly-spaced, stationary, three-pane windows. 

North west Fqade pear) 

The northwest fa~ade (rear) fea- a large shed dormer on the downward slope of the roof. The dormer is 
clad in wood shingles and is fenestrated by two one-over-one, double-hung, w o o d - h e  windows ui th a 
srnaIler one-over-one, double-hung, wood-frame window in the center. The first floor of this faqade is faced 
in ornamental concrete block and fenestrated by three one-over-one, double-hung, wood-frame windows with 
cast-concrete sills and a half-light, wood door. The partial basement is visibIe below a single row of mooth- 
faced concrete block. The Iower basement is smooth cast concrete punctuated by one stationary, three-pane 
window near the southwestern-most corner. 

A hipped roof porch with widely overhanging eaves is centered on the r a r  facade. The porch is supported 
by five square, w d  columns. The porch also features a balustrade with tuned wooden spindles. A seven- 
step wooden staircase provides access to the rear porch. The southwestem-most comer of the porch is 
enclosed with weatherboard and fenestrated by a small one-over-une, double-hung, w o o d - h e  window md 
a half-light, wood door. Sanbom Fire Insurance maps indicate that the ssuthwestm-most comer of the rear 
porch has been enclosed since at least 191 7 .  The porch rests on a foundation of cast-concrete piers. 
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Southwd Facade (Side) 

The southwest faqade (side) is a gable end. The upper gable portion of this elevation is dad in wood shingles 
md features a deeply recessed wall under a widely flaring eave. Four decorative knee bra= are positioned 
under the overhanging eave, and a s ta t ionq oval-shaped window surrounded by keystones is centered in the 
peak of the gable end. This upper gable end portion is also fenestrated by two one-over-one, double-hung, 
wood-frame windows. The first floor of this elevation is faced with ornamental concrete block fenestrated by 
three one-over-one, double-hung, wood-fsame windows with cast-concrete sills. The partial basement is 
visible below a single row of smooth-faced concrete block. The lower 'basement wall is smooth cast concrete 
punctuated by three evenly-spaced, stationq! three-pane windows. 

Interior 

In addition to the Furr House's unaltered exterior appearance, the home's interior is equally impressive. A 
set of interior columns is situated in the front entry, which opens up to a central hall with stairs to the second 
floor. On either side of the central ha11 are parlors accessed by pocket doors. The house retains its original 
hardwood floors. Four bedro~ms of equal size are located upstairs. 

The Hubert and Ionia Fum House retains excellent integrity sf location, materials, workmanship, and design. 
It stands as a relativelyunaltered example of a 1910 Dutch Colonial Revival-style house faced in ornamental 
concrete block and wood shingles. The house is located on Desoto Avenue (formally h w n  as Front Street) 
in Arkansas City and faces the Mississippi River Levee. Although the devastating Mississippi River Flood 
of 1927 altered the river channel, moving it further to the east away from Arkansas City> one can still 
imagine the hustle and bustle ofriver traffic just beyond the front porch of the Furs House in the early 
twentieth century. Arkansas City remains a small town in the Mississippi River Delta, just as it has since the 
1 927 Flood. Thus, the Furr House retains its integrity of setting, feeling, and association. 
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SUMMARY 

The Hubert and lania Furr House at 702 Desoto Avenue in Arkansas City, Desha County, Arkamas, was 
constructed in 1910 by local timber man, Hubert Fun, and his wife, Ionia. The house is architectumlly 
significant in Arkansas City because it is an excellent example of the Dutch Colonial Revival style and the 
only house faced with ornamental concrete block. For these reasons, the Hubert and Iania Furr House is 
being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places u n d a  Criterion C with local significance. 

ELABORATION 

Histoy of Desha County and Arkansas City 

Because of its location at the intersection of the Arkansas, White, and Mississippi rivers, many of the area's 
earliest explorers passed through Desha County. Hernando de Soto, Father Jacques Marquette, h u i s  Joilet, 
Rae-Robert Cavelier, S ieur de La Sall e, and Hemi de Tonti, all encountered Native American trj bes in the 
area during the sixteenth and seventeenth centmia. In 1756 French Captain Charles Marie de Reggio 
moved Arkansas Post--the first European settlement in Arkansas--to a site ten miles fiom the Mississippi 
River on the Askansas River, in present-day Desha County. The French praence grew in 1766 when Francis 
D'Amond built a trading post on the banks of the Mississippi fiver just north of its intersection with the 
White ~ i v e r . ~  

Settlement picked up after the United States acquired the territory with the huisiana Purchase of 1803. In 
1 8 10 General William Montgomery built a hotel, casino, mercantile store, and warehouses on the site of 
D'Annond's original settlement, making the location an important docking point for steamboats carrying 
freight and passengers up the Arkansas and White rivers, Frederick Notrebe, a native of France, built 
additional warehouses at the mouth of the Arkansas River around 1820, eventually naming the site Napoleon 
in 1837." 

Soon after Arkansas became a state in 1836, the state legislature created Desha County on December 12, 
1 838, from parts of Arkansas and Chicot counties. The new county was named for Captain Ben Desha, who 
smd in the War of 1812 and the Kentucky Legislature before moving to Arkansas in 1824 as the Collector 
of U.S. Moneys. On March 4, 1839, justices of the peace met at RFilliam Sexton's house at Wellington 
Landing to fom a county court and elect county officers. The Sexton House senred as the first county seat of 
Desha County, which boasted a population of 1,598 by 1840. In 1841 commissioners moved the county 

' Kathleen DuVal, ".4rkansas Past," Encyclopedia of Arkansas History and Culture. accessed 23 October 2010; at-aifable from 
hm:!!encvclopediaofarkansas.net~encycf~pedia'entrv-derail.aspx?entrVID=3; Charlaw Tdar Schexnayder, "23esha County," 
Encyclopedia of Arkansas History and Culture, accessed 23 October 20 10; available from 
http:iiencvclopediaofarkansas.net!enc~~1~ia~en~-dtaiI.aspx?search=l8rent~iD=765#. 
4 Schexnavder, "Desha County," Encyclopedia of Arkansas H~story and Culture. 
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g o v m e n t  to Bellville, now known as Red Fork. Just two years later the county government again 
relocated, this time to Notrebe's prosperous settlement of Napolean, at the confluence of the Atkansas and 
Mississippi riversm5 

After Napoleon became the county seat of Desha County in 1 843, it rapidly transformed into the political and 
economic center of the region. The town had a post ofice by 1837, and in 1839 the Second General 
Assembly of Arkansas chattersd a railroad to connect Napoleon to Little Rock (though the line was never 
completed). In 1837 the United States surgeon g e n d  chose Napoleon as the site for one of three marine 
hospitals along the Mississippi River. The rough and rowdy town reached its peak between 1 850 and 1 860, 
when it claimed as many as 2,000 residents. Kapoleon even made an impression on Mark Twain, who, in his 
1883 memoir L$ on the Mississippi, described it as a "own of innumerable fights-an inquest every day, 
t o m  where I used to h o w  the prettiest girl.. .and the most accomplished in the whole Mississippi 
Unfortunately, the Mississippi Ric.et, which elevated the importance of Napoleon, also caused its demise. By 
the mid-l860s;, the town began to slowly crumble, house-by-house, into the  Mississippi River. Due to the 
terrible erosion, the county government was moved in 1874 to  ats son.^ 

After just five years in Watson, the county g o v m e n t  moved once again in 1839, this time to its current 
location in Arkansas City. Isaac Adair and his sister were in 1834 the first white settlers of this community, 
having cleared four acres at the future town site. About this same time, Charley Campbell and his wife 
anived in the area, purchasing the surrounding land for 25 cents an acre and establishing the first farm in that 
part of the county. In 1835 CampbelE7s overseer, Dr. Oscar Bouvles, transported the Campbell slava to 
Desha County from Virginia via flatboat. The community did not obtain n post office until 1 872, a year 
before the incorporation of Arkansas City on September 12, I 873. Originally a part of Chicot County, 
Arkansas City became a part of Desha County on February 10,1879, and was voted the new county seat in 
September of that year.g 

County leaders located the seat of goverrunmt at Arkansas City because, by the late 1870s, it had become an 
i m p o m t  transportation hub in Desha County. The community had a steamboat landing, k n o w  as the Kate 
Adams Landing, as early as f 834, and became an important stop for steamboats prior to the Civil Was. 11 
was also one of the earliest port cities in the wunty to gain access to the railroad. The Little Rock, Pine Bluff 
& New Orleans Railroad Company, organized around 1870, built the first railroad through Desha County. 

Mythe Hobson, 'Captain Ben Desk" Progrums ojthe Desha Counh, Hisio~col S o c i e ~  ( I  9801: 12- 14; Schemayder, "Desha 
County," Encyclopedia of Arkansas History and Cultllre. 

Steven Take, "?rlapoleo~" Encyclopedia of a a n s a s  History and Culture, accessed 23 October 20 10; available horn 
h t t p : i i e n ~ v c l o p e d i a o f a r k a n ~ a s . n e w ' e n c y c l .  asox?mtrvlD=3 56. 
' Teske, 'Wapoleon," EncycIopedia of i\skansas History and CuIture. 
' Paula Reaves. "Arkansas City," Encyclopedia of Arkansas History and Culture, accessed 23 October 2010; available from 
htr~:!/encvclovedia~farkansas,net~en~~~10~edidentn,-de~ai1~a~~~?~tarch= l h t n ' I I ) - 8  75 : f ie  Goodspeed Biographical and 
Hi.~troncal Men~oirs of Sourhern Arhnsas (Chicago: Goodsped Publishing Co., 1890): 998,1001, 1003. 1009. 
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Beginning the Tine at Chicot City on the banks of the Mississippi River, construction mews reached Pine 
Bluff in 1874. Traffic on the line was intempted every year between 1874 and 1876 by flooding along the 
stretch nearest to Chicat City. Therefore, in 1878 the Little Rock, Mississippi River & Texas Railroad, as the 
company was then called, relocated the Mississippi River terminus to Arkansas City. This move brought 
u n p r d e n t e d  prosperity to the community.9 

The boom that followed the arrival of the railroad turned Arkansas City from a sleepy town of 503 peopIe in 
1 880 to a bustling economic center of 1,485 people by 191 0. By I 890, according to The Goocispeed 
Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Southern Arkansas, the town boasted: 

. , .about forty business houses, large and small; a cotton compress, with a capital of S60,OOO; the plant 
of the Desha Lumber & Planing Company, with a capital of $500,000; a planning-mill, with a capital 
of S18,000; an opera house with a seating capacity of 400; an elevator, several cotton-gins and hw 
hotels.'O 

A natural steamboat Ianding brought a p t  deal of rives traffic to the town. The towboat Kate Sprague was 
a fiequent visitor to Arkansas City, as was the Kate Adarns, a passenger and cargo ship. The town's 
prosperity was widen t in an article written in 1 9 1 0 by the editor of The National Magazine, which suggested 
that upon a visit to Arkansas City, "[tlhe tourist must expect to find the ladies of Arkansas not only beautiful 
but exquisitely attired, and charming in mind and manner, for more delightful and well-governed social 
gatherings never were held anywhere."" 

Henry Thane was a central figure in the growth of Arkansas City. Thane, an entrepreneur born in Germany 
and raised in Metropolis, Illinois, arrived in Arkansas City in 1876 and soon became a lawyer for the Little 
Rock, Pine Bluff & New Orleans Railroad. He held numerous politics! offices in the county, including 
justice of the peace, mayor of Arkansas City, postmaster, circuit clerk, and ex oficio county clerk, before 
becoming a state senator. Owner of a sawmill and lumber company, Thane eventually cont~ollIed the Desha 
County Bank and Trust. Thane's 1919 brick Csafisman house, designed by prominent architect Charles L. 
Thompson, is still extant and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places (NR-listed 12/22/1982). 
While his former house still stands, all that remains of the Thane Bank Building--once the most prominent 
structure downtown--is an empty lot. Built about 1890 on the corner of Sprague Street and DeSoto Avenue, 
this the - s to ty  brick building featured a sound turret on its northeast corner and served as a symbol of 
Thane's financial success. It was destroyed by fire in the 3 960s.'" 

' C.C. Stuart, "Arkansas City and Its History," Programs offhe Desha Coung Hirrorical Sociery (1 979): 34-36: Goodspeed, 1 00 1 
ID ~ o o d s ~ e e d ,  1 003. 
" "hkansas Ci ty-- Early Days," Programs ofthe Desha Colrrq Hisron'cal Society (1 983): 64-65; Reax-es, ".kkansas City," 
hcycl~pedia of A r h m  History and Culture. 
'' Marcia Schnedlw, "Arkansas City Awash in History," Programs of the Desha Couniy Hisroricul Socieg (1997): 88-9 1 ; Jean 
Sizemore, Sandra Taylor Smith, and M a q  D. Thomas, "Smcwes in Arlcansas Represented by lthe Charles L. Thompson Des~gn 
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A number of other buildings h m  this boom time still stand in Arkansas City. The Cotham Drug Store, 
Ramus Brothers Market, and Red Star Grown, all built between about 1900 and 191 0, remain as the only 
reminders of the once-thriving downtown commercial district (Arkansas City Commercial Historic District, 
NR-listed 2/18/1999). Another remnant of the town's bustling past is the ca. 1882 law ofice of X. 0. 
Pindall, acting governor of Arkansas from 1907 to 1909 (X. 0. PindaFl Law Ofice, NR-listed 511 Of 1999). 
Two churches built around the turn ofthe twentieth century also remain--the First Methodist Church, built in 
1888, and the St. Clement's Episcopal Church, built ca. 1901, both survive as raninders of Arkansas City's 
once-diverse religious community. The Old Opesa Moue, constructed in the 1880s, now houses the hverton 
Lodge 296 F&M Masonic Hall. Boxing greats like John L. Sullivan and Jack Dempsey both held events 
there--Sullivan in J 891 and Dempsey in 1924. The 1900 Desha County Courthouse, a two-story brick 
building with a comer clock tower? is the most prominent building suniving from this time perid (Desha 
County Courthouse, NR-listed 711 21 976). The Arkansas City High School, constructed in t 9 10, now serves 
as the courthouse annex (Arkansas City High School, ha-listed 10!4/1984)." 

Arkansas City continued to prosper until the devastating Mississippi River Flood of 1927, which rerouted the 
Mississippi River one mile east of the tourn's levee and effectively ended its importance as a commercial 
center. In an at-tempt to prevent n similar disaster in the future, the community increased the height of the 
levees, but this effort could not save Arkansas City fsom the drought and economic depression that soon 
followed. By 1950 the town began losing a few hundred residents every decade, and in March 1958, photos 
of the town were featured in a Lookmagazine article entitled, "The Shrinking South." Concerned about the 
decline of their hometown, residents initiated an organized effort to revitalize Arkansas City through the 
development of tourism. Despite these efforts, the town's population continued to decline, dropping to just 
589 residents in ~ o ~ H s . ' "  

Located on the banks ofthe Mississippi River, just downstream from its confluence with the Arkansas and 
White rivers, Arkansas City is geographically positioned in an area predisposed to flooding. For centuries 
waters from the rivers have escaped their banks, depositing nutrient-rich silt on the surrounding plain to 
create the fertile farmland on which the region's economy is now based. The first documented flood 
occurred in 1 543 on the Mississippi River. Described by Farciliaso de la Vega in his history of the de Soto 

Collection-A Thematic Group," Kational Register of Historic Places Registration Form. From the files of the Arkansas H~storic 
Preservation Program ( 1  982); GooQeed, 1049; R e a v c  '*Arkansas City," Encyclopedia of Arkansas Histor): and Culrure. 
'' Reaves, "Arkansas City," Encyclopedia of Arkansas History and Culmre. 
l4 Matt Dellingw, "Old Man Bridge," fie Oxford American (Winkr 2005); Reaves. "Arkansas City,';," Encyclopedia of Arkansas 
History and Culture. 

f 
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expedition, the deluge began in March and lasted about 80 days. For those who later settled the region, 
flooding became a way of life; between 1300 and 1973,42 floods occumd on the Mississippi l7iver.l' 

In k h a  County, floods were frequent and aften devastating, destroying no! just individual homes and 
businesses, but entire communities. Napoleon, one of the county's earliest seats of government, survived 
numerous bouts with high water before finally eroding into the Mississippi River during the 1860s and 
1870s. In Arkansas City the river crested at ever-higher levels during the floods of the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries--46 feet in 1859, 55 feet in I91 2- 1 3, and 58 feet in 1922, covering some parts of the town 
in 10 to 1 5 feet of water. More minor floods were so common that many residents built their homes and 
businesses on unusualIp tall foundations, sometimes five or six feet high.I6 

One of the worst disasters in American history, the Flood of 1927, affected Arkansas City more than my 
other catastrophe. It began in the spring o f  1927, when the upper Mississippi River welled from early snow 
melt in Canada. Rain in the upper Midwest and South further exacerbated the situation, causing water in the 
Mississippi to back up into its tributaries. The resulting floods covered hundreds of thousands of acres in 
Oklahoma, Arkansas, Illinois, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, and Tennessee. The Red Cross 
estimated the total death toll From the flood at 246, while approximately 750,000 Americans found 
henselves without food, water, clothing, or work. Damage h r n  the disaster, in addition to relief, recovery, 
and lost productivity, cost the nation an estimated $1 billion.17 

Perhaps the state hardest hit by the flood was Arkansas. Unprecedented amounts of rain fell on the state in 
April 1927, including one storm that dumped seven inches on Little Rock in just a few hours. The 
Mississippi, already brimming with rainfall b m  locations further upstream, backed up into the Arkansas, St. 
Francis, and White rivers with disastrous consequences. Water up to thirty feet deep covered 36 out of 
Arkansas's 75 counties, submerging a totaI m a  of about 6,600 square miles that included over two million 
acres of farmIand. The floodwaters affected more people in Arkansas than in my other state; eighty Red 
Cross camps were needed to assist the 350,000 Arkansans displaced by floodwaters, and over 44,000 
families received federal aid. Tragically, the flood killed almost one hundred people in Arkansas, more than 
any state except Mississippi. Then-president Herbert Hoover called the flood '"America's greatest peacetime 
disaster," adding that "the disaster felt by Arkansas farmers, planters, and residents of river lowlands was of 
epic proportions.": ' 

'' Jim Mwrin and B. Gill Qishongh, Sr., "The Levee System of Desha County, Arkansas." Programs of the Desha Counry 
Hirtorical Socier): (1988): 7-25. 
16 Donald Rarrington, Lei Us Build Us a City (San Diego: Hwoutd Brace & Company, 1986$, 324. 
" Nancy Hendricks, "Flood of 1927," Encyclopedia of Arkansas History and Culture, accessed 23 October 2010; available from 
http:!!encyclo~diaofarkansas,netiencvclooedia~entrv-defai1 .aspx?entrvPD=3 56. 
1s Hadricks, "Flood of 1927," Encyclopedia of .khnsas History and Culnre. 



Huben and Ionia Fum House 
Kame of Property 

Desha County, Arkansas 
County and State 

Cnited States Department of the Interior 
h'ational Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 8 Page 6 

The effects of the FIood of 1927 were particularly devastating and fa-reaching in Arkansas City. As rains 
fell in April, residents anxiously watched the waters of the Mississippi River rise higher and higher against 
the city's levee. Then, on April 27,1927, a crevasse opened on the levee at Mound Landing, Mississippi, 
just across the river from Arkansas City. Cheers empted from the Arkansas side of the rivet as tbe break on 
tbe river's eastem shore lessened the pressuse on the western levee. The celebration was short-lived, 
however, because Iater that day there was n break aIong the Arkansas River levee at Pendleton. Water 
gushed horn the breach, slowly spreading south to Arkansas City where it began to flood the streets shortly 
after noon on April 28.19 

No one in Arkansas City was spared h m  the devastation that followed. The floodwater quickly rose to 
unprecedented levels, finally cresting at sixty feet and covesing the entire city in five to thirty feet of water. 
As residents fled to the top of the levee and the upper floors of the downtown buildings, newly-buried coffins 
f loa td  to the srrrface and had to be taken to McGehee for identification. When it was clear that the flood 
would not soon recede, citizens erected a tent city on the levee and converted boxcars from the Missouri 
Pacific Railroad Company into makeshifi dining cars and washrooms. A floating bridge was built to the 
upper levels of the Thane Bank Building and the Rivervim Hotel where other residents took refuge. The 
Red Cross fed and sheltered the town's 1,500 residents until the waters finalIy receded in August 1927. 
Nearly the entire town had to be rebuilt." 

While the population of Arkansas City remained steady through 1940, the town would never really recover 
from the devastation caused by the 1927 flood. Because the region's agricultural land remained covered in 
water through the spring and summer, fanners lost a year's worth of income as they were unable to plant 
their crops. Three years later, the once-saturated farms turned to clouds of blowing dust when a severe 
drought hit the area in 1 930. The Great Depression of the 1930s only worsened the hardship of these back- 
to-back catastrophes. While the en tire region suffered through considerable adversity, Arkansas City was 
especially affected as its main source of influence, the Mississippi River, moved one mile east, leaving dry 
land on the west side of the levee where steamboats and barges once dockedm2' 

19 Clara Saeler, 'Tlood of 227 Changed Come of Many Lives," Dumas Clarion, 14 July 1004, p. 6C; Aendricks, "Flood of 1927," 
Encyclopedia of Arkansas Histor?, and Culture. 
'hgnes W. Ross, "Bayou Banholomew Had Come to Town," Dumas Cjorion: 14 July 2004, p. 7C; "Flood RecoJlections." 
Programs qf fhe DRTho Cozinp WIS~osicaI Sociely (1976): 57; Saeler, "Flood of '27 Changed Course of Many Lrves,'' 14 July 
2004. 
2 1  Reams, "Arkamas City,'" Encyclopedia of Arkansas Histoy and Culnue; Hendrich, "Flood of 1927," Encyclopedia of Arkansas 
History and Culture. 
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The Hu6erl and Ionia Furr House 

Hubert Furr was born in 1872 in Tennessee and moved to Arkansas City in 1 892.22 A special "Historic 
Edition" of the Arkamas Ciq  Democrat, published in 191 0, included a small section about Hubert Furr as 
well as a photograph of his house at 702 Desoto Avenue. According to this publication, Furr was known as a 
'?lustling Red Estate and Timber Man of Desha County.. .[and] one of the bes~  informed men as to timber 
values in the whole r n ~ n t r y . " ~ ~  Furr purchased valuable timberland, cut the timber to sell for profit, and then 
sold the cleared land as prime real estate. A civic-minded citizen, F u r  never failed to support Desha County. 

In 1910 Furr purchased lots 27,28, and 29, block 7, original town of Arkansas City, from prominent 
Arkansas City resident Henry Thane. Furr and his wife, Tonia, constructed a Dutch Colonial Revival-style 
house on the comer lot. Lke other local merchants, h a  Lambe and Joe Demarke, Furs decided to use 
ornamental concrete block on the first floor of his 1 K-story house. According to the "Historic mition" of 
the Arkansas City Democrar, there were three ornamental concrete block houses in the city limits in 1 9 1 0- 
the homes of Lena Lambe, Joe Demarke, and Hubert Fur. The Lambe & Demarke farm was a weI1-respected 
wholesale and retail liquor distributorship in Arkansas City. Mrs. Lambe and Mr. Demarke's ornamental 
concrete block homes were lauded as being "magnificent" and "probably the two best residences of the 

Hubert Furr's residence was pictured in the publication and described as a "modem and up-to-date 
dwelling" and a "great credit to fhi s linl e city.'" James P. Hughes was named as the contractor and builder 
of the Lambe and Demarke houses, and it is IikeIy that he also built the Furr residence. Hughes owned and 
operated a sucmsful carpenter shop in Arkansas City, where he planed his own lumber. In 1 91 0 he was 
considered "by far the leading conhactor of the Unfortunately, the Lambe and Demarke houses are 
no longer extant. The Fun Mouse is the only ornamental concrete block home remaining in Askmas City 
and was locally knomrn as the "'gray stone.'"' It features "rock face" concrete block, designed to appear like 
rough-cut stone. 

Beginning in the mid-1920~~ Furr was delinquent on his property taxes, but he slowly repaid his debts on the 
house. After Furr's death in 1945, his daughter, Beatrice Fum Tucker, became the administratix of his estate. 
The Furr House was sold by his heirs in 1946 to Nilah Shurley and his wife, Louise. The house was briefly 
owned by R. R. and Kathryn Siever in 1952, before being sold back to the Shurky family in 1953. In 1 955 
Nilah Shurley sold the house to Ralph W. Inman and his wife, Laura Lee Inman, "The, Inman family was a 

FamilySearch, Vuben Furr," 1880 U.S. Census record; Internet, accessed 4 November 2010, available fram 
hm:!!uw~~.farnilvsearch.or~;enaiseaisch~frame~ sea~h.as~?PAGE=!en~!~ear~R'mcesto~~ear~hes111ts.asv. 

William Downey. ed., "H~storic E d m o ~ "  Arhnsas Ciry Democrat, 1910, wt paginated. 
24 William Downey, ed., "Historic Editiw," Arkansas Cip Demacm~, 19 10, not paginated. 
l5 Doumey, ed., "Historic Edition," Arkonmy City Democmr. 
26 Douney, ed,, "Historic Mition," Arkansas Ci@ Democmr. 
2: R o b  S .  Moore, Jr., intmiw by author, 27 August 20 10, Arkarms City, Arkansas. 
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well-respected business and farm family in Arkansas City. They operated a restaurant downtown and were 
active in the community and the church. Inman family descendants remain in the kkansas City area.28 

Arkansas State Repraentative Robert S. Moose, Jr., acquired the F u r  House in 2006. Moore pIans to 
convert the home into n bed md breakfast. 

Ornamental Concrete Block 

The Furr House is unique because it is the only ornamental concrete block residence in Arkansas City. 
Ornamental concrete block became a popular building mataid around the turn of the twentieth century. 
Ornamental concrete block could be substituted for any use of stone or brick. Its manufacturers touted it as 
low cost, insulating, and maintenance free. The blocks could be purchased commercially or molded at the 
building site using special equipment and molds purchased from sources such as Sears, Roebuck and 
Company. Molds for home use codd make one block at a time. Different side panels could be substituted in 
the molds to make different block designs, or to make corner blocks. Ornamental cuncrete block had become 
so ppular that in 19 1 7, Sears published n separate specialty catalog of cuacrete block machinery. 

Initially, styles of ornamental concrete block were designed to rnirnic stone, but the flexibility of concrete 
soon encouraged the design of a variety of decorative styles. In the early years of ornamental concrete block 
manufacture, the most popular styIe was '"rock facq'hhich was designed to appear like stone. A small 
variety of different sock-like textures were available. Second in p p u  larity was "panel face: a flat surface 
with beveled edges. Mail order house companies offered a limited number of concrete block home designs. 
From 191 1 to 191 8: Sears offered six models: three were two-story hipped roof designs, one was a one-story 
cross gable design, and two were 1 ?4 -story side gable models with small dormers. During the same time 
period, Montgomery Ward also offered four concrete block models. 

After 1930, concrete block began to lose popularity. Two factors have been cited in its demise the  rise of 
m o d m i m  and changes in technology. Concrete as a building material did net decline, but sleek, smooth 
surfaces had become more stylish by 1920. Also at this time, automated machines that had the capability of 
producing more than one block at a time were available, upstaging antiquated hand-tamped units. Improved 
block machines and the growth of the concrete industry into new areas of construction brought an end to the 
use of ornamental face concrete blocks in Arkansas and nationwide.29 

28 Yome Title & Abstract Company, Absmct of Title, Lols 27,28 & 29, Block 7, Original Town of Arkansas City, Arkansas. 
Prepared for Hubert Furr, Estate, and Yilah Shurley, Arkansas Citv, Arkansas (1 956); Robert S. Moore, Jr., interview by author. 
" Darcp B a s h  and Sara Drew, Sarah Jampole Mark, ed., ''Hanger Hill Historic District, Little Rock, Pulaski County, Arkansas,'" 
National Register of Historic Places Regismtion Form. From the files of the Arkansas Historic Presenration, Program (2007). 
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Dutch Colonial Rm'val 

Dutch Colonid Revival-style architecture is a sub-type of the Colonial Revival style and takes its name horn 
the Dutch colonists who settled in the northeastern United S rates in the 1 700s. They typically constructed 1 
or 1 % - s t o ~  rectangular, symmetrical hauses with side-gabled or sidegambreled roofs, dormers, and flared 
eaves. As the style became more popular and spread across the U.S. betureen 1890 and 1930, more distinctly 
Colonial Revival-style elements were added, such as front porches and accentuated front doors with transom 
windows or ~ideligbts.~" 

The Hubert and Ionia Fun House exhibits several characteristics of the Dutch CoIonial Revival style of 
architecture in its 1 %-story, rectangular form with a symmetrical layout. The house features a side-gabled 
roof with two shed d o m a s  on the downward front slope as well as one large shed dormer on the downward 
rear slope. Flared eaves, especially evident in the side gable ends, add architectural significance to the house. 
On the house's front faqade, the roof extends out over a full-width front porch supported by four fluted, 
Doric columns atop a low, ornamental concrete block wall. This concrete block wall surrounds the porch 
with the exception of the front entry steps, as the porch floor is elevated about three feet above the ground. 
The single-light front dmt is accentuated by a transom and sidelights. 

STATEMENT OF STGhTFICANCE 

The Hubert and lonia Furr House at 702 Desoto Avenue in Arkansas City, Desha County, Arkansas, was 
constructed in in 9 10 by local timber man, Hubert Furr, and his wife, Ionia. The house is architecturally 
significant in Arkansas City because it is an excellent example of the Dutch Colonial Revival style and the 
only house faced with ornamental wnaete bIock. For these reasons, the Hubert and Ionia Fun House is 
being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C with local signif a c e .  

30 Virginia and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide lo American Houses (New York Alfred A, Knopf, Inc.. 1984): 11 2- 119; Antique 
Home, "Colonial Revival: Dutch Colonjal," Intemer; accessed 3 November 201 0, available from 
http:!luuu.'.an~iquehorne. oalArc hitectural-Stvle 'dutch-colonial . htm. 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

The Hubert and Ionia Furr House occupies Sots 27,28, and 29, Block 7, Original Town of Arkansas City, 
Arkansas. 

Boundary Justification 

The nominated property includes the parcel historically associated with the Hubert and Tonia Furr House. 














