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fw Completing Netional Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each l t m  by marking '"x" in the apptopriafe h x  or by entering 
the quos led  mfomation. If an item does not apply to the propew being dmurnented, enter "MIA" for "not applicable." Fw fumzt~orrs. styles, malerials, 
snd areas of significance, enter only the calegories and subcategorres listed in the msrructions. For additional space use cont~nuatron sheets 
( F m  10.WOaJ. Type all entries. 

1. Name of Property 
hjstor~c name ParneL1-Sharpe House 
other narnedsite number 

2. Location 

state Arkansas oode AR county k s h a  sock, 041 rip c& 71654 

- 

Ownersh~p of Property Catsgory of Property Number of Resources within Properly 
private building@) Contributing Nonoontributing 
public-local 17 districl 1 buildings 
public8tate site sites 
public-federal structure structures 

object oblects 
1 - Total -- .am0 of retatad multiple property Ilstlng: Numhr of contributing resources previously 

NIA listed in the National Register N/b 

4. StatelFederal Agency Cenifmtlon 

As I h e  designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986. as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomination request for determination d eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

1 NatFonal Register of Historic - Places and - lmeeta the procedural and professional requirements - set forth in 36 CFR Par? 80. 1 
s not meet t h ~  National Register criteria. U See continuatian sheet. s 

- 
I Stale or Federal agency and bureau 

I In my opinion. the properm Ornests O d w s  not meet the National Register olteria. Sss amthuaiion ahrn. 

I Of 

Eommeming crr orher M d e l  Date I 
I State or Fderal a n e m  and lbweau 1 
- - - - - 

5. National Park Service Cestif lcatlon 
I. hereby, cert~fy that this property is. 

montered in the National Register. 
See conttnuation sheet. 

D determined eligible lor the National 
Register. D Set  mt~nuat lon sheet. 

%wemined not eligible for the 
- Natlonal Register. 

remwed from the National Register. 
other, (explain:) 

Signature af the Ksbper Date ol Action 



6. Funetlon or Ysa 
Historic Functions (enter categories from Inshtctions) Currant Functbns (entsr categories from instructions) 
h n e s t i c / S i n ~ L e  Dwellinn CorranercelTradeJBusiness 

7. Dsattiptlon 
Architectural Classfieation Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Late 19th and 20th Century Revivals 
Other: French Eclectic 

foundation Comlete 
w,Ils Brick 

Stone 

other 

Describe prssent and historic physical appearance. 

I 

- 
see mtlnuatbn sheet 
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The Parnell-Sharpe IIouse is a one-me-one-half story, t e ~ e r e d  subtype residence 
of the  French Eclectic stj-le. The house has a projecting bay taxer plhced in the 
northxest corner of the intersection of the p r i n c i p a l  gable roof components whish 
other~isr form a T-shaped, cross-gable plan. I t  i s  covered ~ i t h  a s l a t e  roof and 
set upon a cast concrete foundation, though there  is no basement. I t  wss 
constructed in 1936. 

The Farnell-Sbarpe llouse is a one-and-one-half story, gable roof and t o ~ e r e d  
subtype residfnze of the French Eclectic style which was popular i n  the  early 

--- t~entieth century in t h e  United States, It is constructed of dark red tapestrj- 
brick accented w i t h  randoa cut stone quoins at the corners and uestern {front) 
d o o r ~ a ~  entrance, s e t  upon a grey cast concrete foundation and roofed ~ i t h  dark 
grey slate sh ing l e s .  1 t  features an essentially T-shaped plan, with the  sestern 
or f ron t  elevation dominated by a projecting, full-height central bellcast gable 
and a round i n s e t  tower just t o  the north which contains the principal entranc~ 
and is capped ~ i t h  a conical roof. The plan is augmented by a single-stcr:;, gable 
roof fa mil^ room (formerly a garage) projecting from the n o r t h  e l eva t ion ,  an 
original  hipped roof urap-around kitchen at the  northeast corner and a later 
eastern (rear) ,  s h e d  roof dining area (formerly an open patio). 

The western or main elevation is' divided i n t o  the one-and-one-half story section 
of the house to t h e  gouth, featuring its central, bellcast roof gable and 
nor thern  conical roof entrance tower, and the single-st or^, gable roof garage 
t o  the north.  The wall plane to the south of the projecting gable is blank though 
a tall brick chimes rises  from the  southern side of the gable itself. The gable 
end is ornamented only with a large rectangular windon opening, dressed with 
stone, and fenestrated with a central monumental, steel frame, fixed forty-eight 
pane win do^, The circular tower is relieved o n l ~  by t h e  stone-dressed entrance, 
which contains its original wood panelled door, and a fixed metal window on the 
first floor, around the tower t o  the northeast. The garage at the northern end 
has  been filled with ten fixed panes set into a wood frame. 

The northern elevation features the projecting western gable and circular t o ~ e r  
with the gable end of t h e  garage t o  the  east. Above the  garage the gable end of 
t h e  main part of the house is blank with the exception of the central brick 
chimney rising through the peak. To the east the hipped roof dormer echoes the  
form of the  hipped roof wrap-around kitchen below. The kitchen is fenestrated 
w i t h  a pair of metal casement windows and a transom to the  west and a leaded 
s ta ined glass window with small, lozenge-shaped panes set between two clear, 
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vertical, single-pane windows t o  the east. The latter windos arrangement is s e t  
i n t o  a shallo~ ~ o o d  board-and-batten b a ~  which projects slightly from t h e  brick 
 all. The shed roof and blank =a13 of the rear dining area projects to t h e  east.  

The eastern or rear elevation is highlighted b:- the recently filled a ~ d  c c ~ e r e d  
dining area to t h e  sou th  with its bouldered chimney at the southern e n d  of the 
elevation. The d i n i n g  area is lighted b ~ -  four one-over-one stationary wifidcus 
of t h e  same type as those used in the filled garage on the western eleraticfi. 
A hipped,  horizontal r c ~ f  dormer is placed in t h e  center of t h e  mai~ section of 
the house above the shed roof section, and the  northern kitchen wall is covered 
with cood board-and-batten sheathing. The southern elevation is divided into t h e  
side of t h e  eastern shed roof dining area, a i t h  its massiue buldered chime>-; 
the gable end of the main porti~n of the h ~ ~ s e ,  xhich is fenestrated on the first 
story x i t h  t ~ o  symetricallg-placed rectangular openings, each filled xith a pair 
of six-pane caseaent w i n d a ~ s  and a four-pane transom, and on the second story 
~ i t h  a central metal sin do^; and t h e  s i d e  wall of the vestern projecting gable, 
~ h i c h  has the  tall brick chimney to the east and the  rectangular window opening 
f i l l e d  ~ i t h  tao eight-pane metal casement windom belou a four-pane t r a n s o ~  t o  
the vest. 

Wood red-gum structural members, finished naturally, are exposed on the interior 
of the round entrance tawer. Imaediately to the right,  through a doorway, is a 
formal parlor ~ i t h  an elaborate fireplace constructed of fieldstone, surrounded 
by a red-gum, wood panelled mantel reaching from floor to ceiling and centered 
on the south  all of t h e  room. Interior living areas are finished in natural wood 
r e d - g u ~  panelling and flooring with plaster walls. Exposed timbers with iron 
reinforcements at the wall and ceiling jo in ts  frame t h e  inter ior  rooms of the 
back portion of the house (including the enclosed porch). The formal parlor has 
no upper story and features instead a cathedral ceiling. All wood details in the  
house are also red-gum. 

Located on t h e  southeast corner of North Second and Lynn Streets in McGehee, 
Arkansas,  this house was originally constructed for use as a single-family 
dwelling by Buren F. and Mildred Parnell. Sharpe. The house appears substantially 
as it d i d  when i t  was built with the exception of filling the original garage 
door with fixed wood  window^ and covering and enclosing t h e  original stone rear 
patio to form a dining room, I t  is presentls used as an agribusiness office f o r  
Mr. John Msier, Jr, , the current owner, 
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The Farnell-Sharp IIouse is being n~ninated under Criterion C kith lccal 
significance as an unustial and re~arkahlly intact exarrple of Trench Eclectic 
architectare in the city of NcGehee, Arkansas. 

Elaboration 

A comprehensi~e surve:; of HcGehee, Arkansas has n ~ t  been completed ; hoxerer , this 
building i s  in f i n e  condition and is probably the ofill: s t ructure  ~f this 
architectural s t ~ l e  i~ HcGehee and Desha Count)-. The craftsmanship exhibited 5~ 
the original ouner, builder and designer--Buren Sharpe--nakc this tailding an 
exceptional exariiple of French Eclectic architecture using ~ ative ~aterials. 

Curen  sharp^ xas b ~ r n  in Manticello, Arkansas in 1901 and mcved tc McGehee in 
1924. Shaspe uas a self-trained brickmason, d r a f t m a n ,  carpe~ter ,  zcntractor and 
b~sinessman and xas re~eebered locally as a craftsman r;ho hsd "s ccncerc f o r  
quality ~ h i c h  is the common thread through all of h i s  business r e n t u r e s ,  
including the oldest building saterials center in tom.  '"netween 1924 -1 M E ,  
Sharpe built the D.F. Sel~an home, t h e  C.A. Linaker Sausage P l a n t  Inok- t h e  
I la~pton h g h  Compaiiy at 203 Ash Street) and supervised t h e  construction of t h e  
Kells-Lemont Factory and the Delta Country Club, a l l  in Desha Ccuntj-. Ile also 
p e r i ~ d i  ca l  ly financed t h e  constructi~n of "spec" houses in HcGehee  hen local 
builders faced unemploynent, a gesture which represented an i n> -es tmen t  in both 
the town's future and its people. Shaipe also served as t h e  president of t h ~  
WcGehee Chamber of Commerce and a meher of the City Planning Coamission, In 1348 
Sharpe opened a building eaterials business in McGehee, a business he xas to 
continue to operate successfully until 1983, when he  old the enterprise  bef~re 
retirement. 

Duren Sharpe and h i s  wife, Mildred Parnell Sharpe, built and l i v e d  in this house 
from 1936 until his death in 1986, raising t ~ o  children. Whether or not Sharpe 

' designed his home from an experience in north~estern Prance or not,  i t  is an 
unusual example of the French Eclectic style. The French Eclectic houses were 
principally b u i l t  between 1915-1935 in the United States, in response to the 
familiaritr w i t h  French prototypes witnessed by American soldiers in Prance 
during World Kar I. This style is relatively common and i s  found throughout t h e  
country in 1920s and 1930s suburbs, Characterized b~ the tok-er on its south 
facade, the Parnell-Sharpe IIouse is a h'orman Cottage subtme (farmhouse typically 
found in t h e  province of Ncrmandy in north~estern Prance) of the Franh Eclectic 
gtgle. While decorative half-timbering is obvious ls  aissing on the  exterior, 
enough interior detail resembling half-timbering relates it to this sulitme 
style .  While this st~le resembles the  English Tudor style, French Eclectic houses 
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ususll5- l a ck  the  doninan t  fro~t-facing cross-gables chsracteristic of the Tiidcr 
s t y l e ,  and many French p s o t ~ t ~ p e s  have formal Renaissance or English Georgian 
detailing (McAlester, pp. 387-3883, 

Sharge's ccnzern f o r  craftsmanship and quality is evidenced by the i n t ac t  state 
~f this house a n 3  t h ~  fact t h ~ t  its current onner has been reqaired to d e v o t ~  
~ r i n i a a l  care to its upkeep. Thaiigh it encloses a relative::; s~sll azoiizt of flocr 
area, t h r m g h  its combinatioii of a one-snd-cne-half stor? height  n i t b  its 
rambling, picturesque ~le~stions it is re~iaiscent cf ~ u z h  larger fasmho~ses ir, 
F r s n c ~ ;  as such i t  survi t -es  as a unique exaiirple cf this particular s t : i l e  in rcrhl 
Arkaxas ,  



' 8, Statement of Significance 
Cart~fying off~cial has cons~dered the aignmcance of this property in relation to other properties: 

nationally statewide locally 

'pplicable National Register Criteria UA Q B Xj D 

- Criteria M i e r a t i m s  mceptions) m~ OB OC ID UE IF IG 

Areas of Signifkmce (enter categories from instructions) 
Archi tec Lure 

Perlod ol  Significance Slgnlficant Dates 
NIA L 

Cultural Affiliation 

-- 

State sknificence of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations. and arms and prWs of slgnifmnce nated a m .  



9. Major Blbllographlcel References 

0 5 -  eontinuation shew 
Ptevlous a4cumentation an file (NPS): 

pdirninav determination of individual Ilsting (36 CFR 6 q  
has been requested 
0 previously listed in the National Register 
[7 praviously delermined eligible by the National Register 

deskgnated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings 
Survey 6 

arecorded by Historic American Engineering 

Primary location of additional data: 
1X] state historic preservation oflice 
D U t h e r  State agency 

Federal agency 
Local government 
University 
Oiher 

Specify repository: 

10. m r a p h i c a l  Data 
Acreage of property Less than one 

UTM Refences 
A l l l r l  16t4,816,0,01 1 3 ~ 7 1 2 ~ 2 1 1 ~ 7 ~ 5 j  

Zone East~ng Northing Zone Easting Northing 
B W  u llrlllIl 

See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Lnt  1, Block 38, Original Town of McGehee. 

O s e e  continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

This boundary includes all the property hisltosicdl.y associated with this resource, 

See continuation sheet 

12.  Form Prepared By 
namsfiitle k n n e  th Story and M a r y  Ann Anderson 
oqanitatim Arkansas Historic Presem-a tion Proam date August 14, 1989 
arm & numbr 225 E. Yarkham S'tree t , Suite 200 lelephne { 501 $ 371-2763 
c i t y o r t m  JIittle Rock state zip 72201 
















