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Name: Merchants' & Fame= Bank . . Current Owner: ~erchants- & ~armeis: Bank 
Address: Waterman & Main Sts. M r .  C, T. Frank, President . 

Ihmtas, Arkansas Address: P.O. Drawer  D 
County:, Desha . . %  .Dumas ; Arkansas 71639 L 
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tectural In formati on . .  

Architectural Fi m: Charles L. Thompson 

Date o f  Constructian: 1913 sty7 i s t i  c IIIfl uence : Classical Revival 

' -i rial Use : Commercial/Bank Present Use: Vacant 

U M  Reference: 1s 639500/3750500 Acreage: L e s s  than one 

Verbal Boundary Pescripti on: man k Addition 
Block 1, 36' Sou* paxt of Lot 36 fronting 23' on 
Railroad and r ight  of way, and back to alley. 
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Phys i caf Descri p t i  on 
0 ---. . 

Anchoring the corner of a street lined w i t h  rather ordinary late-nineteenth 
- .  . :_ 

and early-twentieth-century commercial, buildings is this formal, and 
distinctive Classical Xeviual  b a k  designed in 1913. This one-storqr rectangular, 

* .  . . 
f la t  roofed structure is constructed of dark red brick laid in Flemish bond and 
crowned by a parapet outlined with stone c o ~ i n g .  The entrance i s  distinguished 
by a narrow porch and two marble Ionic columns in antis flanked by brick piers 
w i t h  simple s tone bases and capitals. Surmounting these skipporting members i s  

a p la in  stone architrave, a wide,paneled. brick frieze and a projecting s tone 
cornice e~be l l i shed  w i t h  denti ls .  This cornice wrapsiboth f ront  and side 
elevations- The slightly elevated central panel of the parapet features a 
stone panel inscribed with the name of the bank and the date, k s i m p l e  mlded 
s tone  architrave and cornice supported by plain brackets surround the single 
leaf door. The windows feature flat brick arches, stone sills and multi- 
paned l i g h t s .  

Statement af  Significance 

Charles L, Thumpson's 1913 design for the Merchants and Farmers Bank in 
D u m a s ,  Arkansas is o n e  of h i s  m s t  well-integrated and refined Nea-Classical 
designs. Located an a corner of themin downtown business district in t h i s  small 
southern Arkansas city, the bank is a dign i f i ed  anchor to the streetscape. While \ . 
the use of classical de ta i l i ng  in commercial buildings was a cmmn practice 

. of Thompson's, bank's classical  Revival elements are quite. uncommon in 
the Dumas stseetsca?e. More formal in style than the Bank of Waldo (C0-008) or 
the Bank of C a r ~ a g e  (DA-0131, the Merchants and Famers Bank in Dumas is a 
rectanwlar brick structure featuring a classically detailed facade. The ma 
marble Ionic  eo~urnns placed in amtis mrkinq the entrance create one of the firm's 
50s t ' refined commercial building en trances - A stone cornice w i t h  denti 1s  wraps 
around the west  and south elevations. An elevated central panel of t h e  facade 
parapet features a stone panel inscribed w i t h  the name and date of the building.  
One of the more important historic buildings in th i s  small town, the Merchants 
and Farmers Bank of ~ u m a s  is a f ine  example of t h e  firm's ab i l i t y  to design 

- an elegant but affordable building for a small t o m  establishment. 
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