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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND O31G1NAL (IF KElOWNl PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Desha County Courthouse in Arkansas City, Arkansas, is a good example 
of the type of county government build5ngs constructed in Arkexnras  ct 
ths t u r n  of the century- Designed by architect Rome Harding of Little 
Rock, the structure displays some chaxact&ristics of the Romanesqut Revival 
s t y l e .  

This two ,and one-half storey brick builCting rests on a solid brick 
fo?ln&tian made from fo r ty  freight-car loads of br icks .  Five chimneys 
and a four storey clock twer extend above the irregular roof L5ne. The 
angular l i n e s  of the roof are in cont ras t  to the rounded arches of 
window and door openings axound t h e  building. 

Tne square clock towar, Located at the south caner of t'ne building, has 
a clock face on each side of its fou r th  storey. Double rectangular windows 
at the ground f loor,  single arched windows at the second floor, an5 rclxnd. 
arched openings at the third £Loor make each storey distinctive, A pyxamid 
shzped roo5 with finial tops the clock tower. 

* - .  - . . the na,ss of the building. The Facade features a decarative star _~a"ctcrncd. . . ' ;. . .. - -  t.. 
58x3 a", 5 0  second storey level ,  and brickrrork corbel l ing below ths raoEline- 

I .  

Ornam?ntal brackets decorate the cornice. The one storey box-like entry 
protnrdes fxax the facade and has a del icate  i r o n  gr i l l e  around the top. . . 
A simillr entry is located on the southwest elevation. k 7 

!. 
c- , 

The ma5n e n t r y  and  three cente r  windo i~s  on the second storey facade have 
arches heads, while the ground fluor tvindows have plain lintel hea.",s. A .. . . 
d o v s r  with round arched window projects at the third storey line- c :. .' 
Exterior alteratioas to the courthouse ha17€! been slight, and consist minly 
of a two-storey add i t i on  at the rear of the building. In 1943 t h i s  box-like 
addition was made to house vaults for the County Clerk's and Circu i t  and , 

Chaacery Clerkfs Offices, In the early 1950's a small one storey storage 
wing was added to t he  southwest side of, thc earlier addieion. 

The original  central hallway on ths i n t e r i o r  of the building was ~ R C I O G C ~  
for offices in 1443. The most frnpressive room is the second floor court 
r c o m  w i t h  its twenty-three foot cei l ings.  

The Desha Coxnty Courthouse rests an a shady comer l o t  in the cent-lr of 
Arkansas City. S t i l l  surrounded by a decsrativc iror. fence ,  the bui iding 
appezrs much t he  same as wh€n constructed in 1900. 
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STATEMEXT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

In 1838 Desha County was forned from Arkansas County in the new state 
of Arkansas. The first county seat was at Napoleon, a river port 
located at t h e  conflux of the Arkansas and Rississippi Rivers. Because 
Naapleon was frequently flooded, the site was abandoned in t h e  1870's- 
me co-mty seat was first mved to Chicot C i t y  in 1873, and in 1877 
was m o v e d  to i t s  current Location in Arkansas City. 

* .  

w LEE present 9cshd.County CazrtSo~se is lzcatad on the? z.;;r,? VZ?.C> 02 i 2 ~ 3  6 )-- . . as w a s  t h e  first courthouse wh,ich was constructed in 1880 and desixcq-ed 
. - - "  . - ' 'near the end of the century. In J879 Hr- and M r s .  John W- Wickerson 

donated the land on which both the original  and present courthotlses were 
bui l t .  

In October, 1899, the Deslia County Quorum Court  voted to build a new 
brick courthouse at Arkansas City, It was to east not less than $10,000 
and to be as nearly fire proof as possible. A three mmber commission 
was appointed to supervise construction of the courthouse. The comissioners 
consisted of: - County Judge J. S. Ross, a major in the  Federal m y  during 
t h e  Civil W a r ;  Henry Thane, a wealthy businessman who owned several banks 
in southeest Arkansas; and G. E. Sweet, one of the largest contractors in 
southeast Arkansas. 

L i t t l e  Rock architect Rone Harding designed the courthouse with some el 
ments of the Ronanesque Revival s t y l e  of architecture. The two and 
one-half storey brick s t ruc tue  featureg a four 'storey clock tower a2 
the southwest corner, round arches and decorative patterns worked in 
brick. 

On 3snuary 2, 1900, a contract for e o n s t r u e t i o n  of the Lurthouse  was 
signed by the Desha County Courthouse l~omit tee & ~ d  the  IT. D. Holtzmaa 
Compmy of L i t t l e  Rock. Ten months later t h e  cwxthouse was completed 
at a cost of $23,369.44. 

The Desha County Courthoasc has long been a source of pride to the x e s i d e ~ t s  
of the county. Though Desha County was one of the first parts of Arkansas 
to be settLed, alzost a l l  of tkc car:;.. strr;c=ilres hav,e fallell v i c L i t ; ~  'co 
the numerous floods which have plagued the county. As one of the most 
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architecturally significant structures i n  D e u z x  County, the courthouse 
is also an important historic landinark in the -%rkansas City area. 
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