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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Desha County Courthouse in Arkansas City, Arkansas, is a good example - E
of the type of county government buildings constructed in Arkansas at E
the turn of the century. Designed by architect Rome Harding of Little 3

Rock, the structure displays some charactéristics of the Pomanesqua Revival ;
style, , . “

This two and one-=half storey brick building rests on a solid brick
foundation made from forty freight-car loads of bricks. Five chimneys
and a four storey clock tower extend abowve the irregular roof line. ‘The
angular lines of the roof are in contrast to the rounded arches of
window and door openings around the building.

Tne square clock towsr, located at the south corner of the building, has

a clock face on each side of its fourth storey. Double rectangular windows
at the ground floor, single arched windows at the second floor, and round
arched openings at the third flooy make each storay distinetive. & pyramid
shapad roof with finial tops the clock tower.

o

> facade is five bays wide with the thres center bavs projectiag from 4
the mass of the building. The facade features a decorative star patterned. . (
band a* the secodnd storey level, and brickwork corbelling below the roofline. & 77 ™

Ornamzntal brackets decorate the cornice. The one storey box-like entry
protrudes from the facade and has a delicate iron grille around the too.
A similar entry is located on the southwest elevation.

T

The main enktry and three center windows on the second storey facade have
arched heads, while the ground floor windows have plain lintel heads. A
dormer with round arched window projects at the third storey line.

T

Exterior alterations to the courthouse have been slight, and consist mainly
of a two—-storey addition at the xear of the building. In 1943 this box-like
addition was made to house vaults for the County Clerk's and Circuit and
Chancexy Clerk’s Cffices. In the early 1950's a small one storey storage
wing was added to the southwest side of the earlier addition.

The original central hallway on the interior of the building was enclosed
for offices in 1%43. The most impressive room is the second f£loor court
rcom with its twenty-three foot ceilings.

The Desha County Courthouse rxests on a shady cormer lot in the center of
Arkansas City. Still surrounded by a2 decorative iron fence, the building
appears much the same as when constructed in 1300.
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N

In 1838 Dasha County was formed from Arxkansas County in the new state
of Arkansas. The first county seat was at Napoleon, a river port
located at the conflux of the Arkansas and Mississippi Rivers. Because
Napoleon was frequently flooded, the site was abandoned in the 1870's.
The county seat was first moved to Chiceot City in 1873, and in 1877
was moved to its current location in Arkansas City.

The present Dosha County Courkthouse is located on the sare tyact of laed

~as was the first courthouse which was constructed in 1880 and destroyed
‘near the end of the century. In 1879 Mr. and Mrs. John ¥. Dickerson

donated the land on which both the original and present courthouses were
built,

In October, 1899, the Desha County Quorum Court voted to build a new

brick courthous2 at Arkansas City. It was to cost not less than $10,000

and to be as nearly fire proof as possible. B three member commission

was appointed to supervise construction of the courthouss. The commissioners
consisted of: - County Judge J. S. Ross, a major in the Pederal army during
the Civil Waxr; Henry Thane, a wealthy businessman who owned several banks

in sontheast Arkansas; and G. E. Sweet, one of the largest contractors in
southeast Arkansas.

Little Rock architect Rome Harding designed the courthouse with some ele-
ments of the Romanesque Revival style of architecture. The two and
one-half storey brick structure features a four storey clock tower at

the southwest cormer, round arches and decorative patterns worked in
brick.

On Ja'.nﬁary 2, 1900, a contract for construction of the courthouse was
signed by the Desha County Courthouse Committee and the W, D. Holtzman

Company of Little Rock. Ten months later the courthouse was completed
at a cost of $23,369.44.

The Desha County Courthouse has long been a source of prida to the residents
of the county. Though Desha County was one of the first parts of Arkansas
ta be settled, almost all of the cariy structures have fallen vicilm to

the numerous floods which have plagued the county. 2As one of the most
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architecturally significant structures in Des:zna County, the courthouse
is also an important historic landmark in ths Arkansas City area.
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