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1. Same of Property 

historic name Mound Cemetery 

other namestsite number Site PDEOO92 

2. Location 

street R: number -5 miles Nonh of Arkansas City on County Road 35 1 nct for publication 

cityormum -4rkansasCi~ tX] vicinity 

state Arkansas code -4.R county Desha code 041 zip code 71630 

3. Statfledera] Agencv Certification 

In my oplnlzn, he pmpem mctfs $3- not me& the Na~ional Reg~cac?rena (u See Contim:~on sbec for addltlonal 
cornmenis ) 

S~gnature of cenify~cg ci%ciaLT;tlc Dare 

Statzor Fa5cral agency and jumu 

, 

- 
4. Yational Park Service Certification 

I herzbj cmifv f h z ~  r:-te ~mperty is SrgwV~rc r?T the Keep3 32le of .'lc~~on 
cnttrcd In 5 e  Nuima. Rtgisttr 

4s h e  dsigmtcd arthoriv under rhe National Historic hervatton Act. as amended, I he&? c n l f i ,  Chat r h l s  @ nominat~nn 3 
quest for dctermlnation of clrgrbi IN meets the do~urnmar Ion standards for regisrenng p r o p d ~ s  i3 the Kational Reglstcc of Hlnori: 
P!ii:cs and me% the p:ochnl  and professional requiremen& sd for 10 56 CFR Pan 60 In my opinion, t5e prcperty [XI meets 
dm not m a  theNarional Rc_eincr cntma. I rmmmmd !hat t h ~ s  property be considered signifiiam 

Arkansas Historic Prematim Program 
S u t a  or FDdeml agency and t ~ - e 3 ~  
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5. Classification 

Ownership of Property Category of prop&- 
[Chak as many boxes as apply) [Ctak only one bonj 

[XI public-local 

a site 

object 

Number o l  Resources within Property 
(Do nor mcludc prcrously listed resourcts In counl.j 

Contributing Noncontributing 

0 0 buildings 

1 0 sites 

0 0 structures 

0 0 objects 
7 - - - 

1 0 Total 

Kame of related rnultipIe property listing Number of Contributing resources previously listed 
(Enkr"N!K' if progcrty i s  n3r pa.. ola multlplc propeq  listing.) in the Sational Rqister 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(Enter catcgorjrs fmm instruclinm) 

Current Functions 
(Enter catqoner from instructions) 

FUNERARY: Cemetery FlJNERARY: Cemetery 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
[Enter caitgona fmm ~nsfsuctrsns) 

Materials 
(E2r r categories frcm injtmcriom) 

roof 
otter STObT 

METAL: W r w g h l  h n  

Yarrative Description 
[Describe the hstoric and current condition of the property on oneor mom continuation sheers ) 

SEE COhTIYIIATIOY SHEET 
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8. Statement of Significance 

pplicable National Register Criteria Levels of Significance (local. state, nationa1) 
.,dark 'k" ~n one or more boxes far the criteria quali;ring rbe vopoperr). LOCAL 
for National Register listing.) 

[XI tl, Propem is associated with events that have made 
a significant contri3ution to the braad parterns of Areas of Significance (hcrcar~gorics fmm instruc~ions) 
our history. ?XPLORATJOY/'SETTLEMENT 

B Properps associateduqth the lives ofpersons 
significant in out past. 

C Property e m h d ~ e s  the distmctive characteristics 
of a p e ,  p o d .  or mehod of consrructlon or 
represents the wark of a master, or possesses 
htgh artis~ic values, or represents a significant and 
datinguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance 
individual d ~ s t h c t i ~ n .  1866-1958 

D Property has yielded, or i s  Ilkel!: to yield, 
information impomnr m prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark 'k" in all the boxcs that apply ) 

Property is: 
Q A otvned by a religious institution or used for 

religtous purposes. 

B. removed from ils original location. 

Significant Dates 
1 8%- F 9'18 

Significant Person [Complere if Crkmion B is markcd) 

C, buthplace or grate of a hstorical figure of outstand~ng 
importance. Cultural Affiliation (Complete if (lnterion D i s  marked) 

D a cemet-. 

F a commemoratirre property 

r] G less than 50 years of age or achieved s~gnificance N;A 
-<thin the past 50 yeas. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain rhc sign~ficancc o f  the propcm, on onc or more conr~nmtron sheets.) 

SEE CONTINUATION SWEET 
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9. Major Biblio~raphical References 

Bibliography 
(Ci!e rhc 'mks, articlzs. and otha  sourca used lo preparing this form on one ot more continuation she& 1 

Previous documlentation on fiIe (KT'S): Priman. location of additional data: 
preliminarl; detminatlon of indiwdual listing (36 State Hisronc Presemation Office 
CFR 67) has been requested [7 Other State Agency 

previously listed in the National Register Federal Agency 
Pmiously detemned eIigible by the Nati~naI local Government 
Regsler University 

des~gnated a National Histonc Landmark Other 
recorded by hstoric American Bmldings Sunley Name of ~pository: 
# 
recorded by Historic .hencan  Engineering 

Record + 
SEE CONTINUATION SHEET 

10. Geographical Data 
d 
-4creage of Property Less than one acre 

U"J31 References 
(Place add~uma! UTM rtfertncu on a coniinuaiion sheet ) 

1 15 666903 3721302 
Zone Ear!:r.g North~ng 

See continuanon she! 

Verbal Ronndary Descrip tian 
(Dcsmbc th: boudw.es oi the p r o p w  on a codinuittmn shat.) 

Roundary Justification 
(€x?la!n why rhe boundaries wtce s e l a d  an a con:inuzl!on 5 h 4 ~ )  

SEE CONTINUATlOS SHEET 

nameltitle Ralph S. Wifcox, Kational Register & S w e y  Coordinator & Sydney Yeager, Narionaf Registry /Survey Intern 

organization Arkansas Historic Presenlation kogram date F e h a ~  7,2007 

street & number 323 Cenrer Street Sure 1500 telephone 50 1-324-9787 

city or town Little Rock state kR zip code 72291 

Additional Documentation 
S u b m ~ t  the If llbwm~?p ,!ern = ~ t n  t.12 compteted fo,m 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A. USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the propery's location 

A Sketch map far historic dismicts and properties having Iarge acreage ar numerous resources. 

Photographs rn m 

Reptesenlauve black and white photographs ofthe propeq. 
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Additional items 
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Desha Couny, Arkansas 
Counv and State 
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street & number telephone 

c ~ t y  or town slate zip code 
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SL'11rnARY 
The Mound Cemetefy is located in the southeast part of the Arkansas Delta. It is located one-half mile 
outside of Arkansas City in Desha County. This site was originally a Native American earthen mound 
estimated to have been buiIt during the ~ i s s i s s i ~ ~ i a n  period.' Beginning in the late 1 860s, settlers buried 
people on the mound because it was the only high ground that would remain dry during h e  many floods that 
the area experienced2 After floods ceased in the area? people begm to be buried around the mound as well. 
The oldest historic grave was that of Rachel Horton who died on March 15, I 866. This cemetery is 
important for its associations with the time period of -4rkansas City's early settlement. 

ELABORATTON 
Mound Cemetery represents a site of both historic and prehistoric value. The mound in Mound Cemetery is 
one of feu; mounds in the state which has not been completely erased by the new settlers farming and 
construction damage which has destroyed mosP of Arkansas's estimated 1,100 sites.3 Mound Cemetery was 
chosen as a cemetery site in the 1 860s because of its elevation. The first people that were buried in the 
cemetery were buried on top of the mound as this was the only dry place during the numerous floods the area 
experienced. Mound Cemetery is half a mile outside of Arkansas City on County Road 35 1. It is about 3 
miles from the Mississippi River. It was common for Native Americans to build their mounds near rivers, 
but this meant that it was in an area of flooding before good levees were built, The oldest part of the 
cemetery was high up on the earthen mound, and it was this that saved it from the devastation of floodsn4 

The Native American mound is located in the East side of the cemetery. It is a Mississippian 14ound likely 
built between 1200 and 1600 AD the latest period of mound building in the area.5 Mound Cemetery is 
located in the Boeuf Basin very near the Mississippi River, hlilound construction most Iikel y occurred over 
years of building it up a linle at a time. The Mississippian people would build up the earth and raise a 
building of importance, After the building burned either as an accident or an intentional bum as part of a 
cleansing ceremony, the people rvotlld bring basket loads of soil to aver  the mound. Often these cleansing 
bums would take place after a leader or well-to-do member of the community died and so the person would 
be buried in the mound.hccord ing  to a 1 !Ith cenrury visitor to Desha County, Edward Palmer, people 
discovered human bones, pottg., and building materials while digging graves on top of the 

' Evly, m, Email to Sydney Yeager Intern of the Arkansas H~sroric Presewauon Reg~stry, February 12,2007. 
2 Desha Counr): Arkamm Cemeteq Record {McGehte, -4rkansas: Mrs. Joesph Millard Sroud and Marion Mclunney Stroud, 
1983),31. w * ' "The Maundbuilders," h?S Archeology Program: Ancient ,4rchitects of the Mlsslsslpp~, . - 
<Irf:p -/hww cr nps.~o:!/archeoiow~fea~ur~6~:1der. hrm> (March 7,2007). 
' Ce~e:ery  Records, 3 1. 

Early, knn, Email to Sydney Yeager, February 12,2007. 
Rolingsan, Central Mississippi Valley, 54 I .  and "The 4ToundbuiIders, " 

" Early, Ann, Email to Sydney Y ~ager, Februap 12,2007. 



Mound Cemetery 
Yarne of Property 

United States Department of the Interior 
Yational Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 7 Page 2 

Desha County, Arkansas 
Counry and Sa te  

Mound Cemetery consists of 12 1 graves of which 78 are historic. Burial continues here to this day. There 
are iron fences around the older graves and around the cemetery itself.' The oldest grave is that of Rachel 
Horton who died on March 15, 1866. Within an iron fence on top of the mound is the grave of Oscar 
Bowles, who drowned March 30, 1 874, in the major flood that spring.g It was due to local flooding of the 
Mississippi that led the pmple of Arkansas City to first dig graves on top of the mound. The mound was the 
only piece of land high enough so that the peoples' grave would not get washed out. After the flood of 1927, 
the Ievees were built up and in much better condition. Since there was no longer any flooding people began 
to be buried on the lower ground surrounding the mound. One gentleman of interest which was buried here 
uras Robert Walker Smith. He served in the Confederate Army from Texas. After h s  move to Arkansas 
City, he became a charter member of the Arkansas City Masonic Lodge and the Methodist Church. 

This is a breakdown of the burials by decade of the 105 clearly marked graves. The other 16 gaves were 
broken or sunk too deep to read the date of death. 

Most of the tombstones are made of marble with a few of the more recent stones being made of concrete and 
granite. The most common type of tombstone in the Mound Cemetery is a tablet. There are a feu? pedestals 
on base stones. Also there is one marker for a member of Woodmen of the World, which is shaped like a 
tree stump. Some of the tombstones have markers for other such organizations such as the Mosaic Templars, 
Knights and Daughters of Tabor, and Royal Circle of Friends as well as stones honoring WRTT and W I I  
veterans. 

Cemeteti Records, 32 to 40. 
Cemetery Records, 32 and 33. 
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IhTEGMTY 
This site still maintains its 1 9 ' ~  century purpose as an American cemetery. Its connection to the past of 
Arkansas City and Desha County is still very strong. Also the mound inside the cemetery is in much better 
shape than most of mounds of its kind in Arkansas. Only two graves have sunken headstones that are 
unreadable.'' Many headstones can still be clearly read to see that there were Mosaic Templars, Knights and 
Daughters of Tabor, and Royal Circle of Friends butid in this cemetery with the appropriate symbols 
markj ng their graves. ' 

'' Cemetery Records., 36 and 37. 
I ' Early, Am. Email 10 Sydney Yeager. February 12,2007. 
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5L3lbL4RY 
The Mound Cemetery is located in the Arkansas City vicinity of Desha County, Arkansas. 'IVith its buajals 
dating back to the E 860s and containing the remains of some of the early settlers and prominent families of 
the Arkansas City area, the Mound Cerneterq: is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places 
under Criterion A with local significance for its associations with the period of exploration and settlement 
in the Arkansas City area. This cemetery is also being nominated under Criteria Consideration D: 
cemetery,'. 

ELABORATION 
The history of the Mound Cemetexy began with the Native . h e r i m s  who lived in the area. Mississippian 
Mound building has been, recognized in the Central Mississippi Valley region which encompasses the 
allu~pial plain of the Mississippi ~ i v e r . '  The mound fits the criteria for a Late Mississippian mound builr 
;ornewhere between 1 200 and 1 600 ~ 1 3 . ~  

L4ound constmction usually occurred over several generations. People would haul in dirt and buiId up the 
ground before placing a building of some importance on top, such as the chiefs house or a temple. \+hen the 
structure burned or when s o m a n e  of impotance died the building would be taken down.' The  ashes and 
debis  possibly along with the body of the important person would be covered over with basket loads of d i k 4  

The Mississippian Mound Builders built their mounds near rivers and other bodies of water. The mound in 
the Mound Cemeterqr was built v e q  near the location where the Arkansas River meets the Mississippi River 
in the ~ o e u f   asi in.' This location is key to its later use as a place of refuge and burial. 

No systematic archeological study has been done of the mound, but it does have the potential to ~ l e l d  
archeological information on the Mississippian culturel which is a key part of Arkansas's past. Of the nearly 
1,100 mound sites which have been documented in Arkansas very few remain in good condition. Most have 
been plowed under, used to level ground elsewhere, vandalized, or eroded away by the bodies of water they 
were located nearm6 It is Mound Cemetery's unique history in the past two centuries that has preserved it. 

' Rolmgson, Mariha .4m Prehistor). of Central Mississippi Valley and Ozarks after 500 B.C., 514. 
Early, Am, Email to Sydney Yeager Intern of the Arkansas Historic Preservalion Registq, February 12,2007. 
The Momdbullders," h'RS Arch%o!ofly Program: Ancienr Architects of:he Misskrpp i, 
c hrrp. //mu. cr nps. 4ov~a~cheo!u~ ~AFPatureJbu~Ider h:m> [March 7: 2037). 

Rolmgson. Cenrrai .Vis~lssippi Va!ley, 54 1 . 
Re! ingson, Central Mississippi P'a.'/ey, 536. 

"he MoundSmlders," and Early, Ann M , 'qndian blounds- Encyclopedia of Arkansas," The Encyc?opedia ofdrkams his lo^ 
and Cu/tgre, (January 17, 20073, <hr tp :~~encr . c lo~ed iao fa rkan~as .ne~~encco~d ianw-dea i l  aspx?entwID=ST3> (March 7, 
2007). 
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Desha County is made up of rich, flat, delta land so the mound itself would have been noticed as being out of 
place. The conditions of the land in Desha County made it prime land for farming with only one problem, 
flooding. The Mississippi, Arkaqsas, and White rivers converge in Desha County a few miles North of 
Arkansas City and the Mound Cerneterq.. 

Somewhere between 1 83 5 and 1 836: hlr. and Mrs. S o h  R Campbell and their sons moved to Desha County 
along with Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Bewfes and their son Willim \nresley. Mr. Campbell purchased the area 
surrounding the steamboat landing which later became Desha County for 25 cents an acre.7 J. R. Campbell 
established his plantation in h e  area that became Arkansas City on December 12, 1 338 .' 
Oscar Bewles brought John R. Campbell's slaves and took the job of overseer on Mr. CampbelI's plantation 
for the next 17 years. Mr. Bowles cleared the land and got the fist farm in the area up and running for Mr. 
C~mpbell. After leaving the employment of John R. Campbell, Oscar Bowles and Charles Campbell set off 
and purchased land from a Mr. Johnson who had settled in the area previously.g The mound, of Mound 
Cemetwy, was located on this plantation. Oscar Bowles continued his pursuits in a~culture until the 
drowning in the flood of 1874.'" 

The Arkansas City area of Desha County has had a long h i s t o ~  of flooding. Until the government came in 
add built levees in 1 927, the flooding was se bad that one newspaper article claimed "There is not a thousand 
acres of drJr soil left in Desha ~ o u n t ~ . " '  ' It was the height of the mound on othenvise flat ground that 
attracted the settlers in the area to take refuge on top of the mound during flooding. With rhe mound being 
the only area which remained dry during the floods it was the natural choice for burylng the plantation 
owners 2nd their sla~es.'~ The slaves were buried below and custom claims that Mr. Campbell was buried on 
top of h e  mound, although there are no remaining markets from this period.'3 The oldest marked grave is 

? Bowden, Maude Trippe, "Arkansas City Me&od:st Church Goes and Grows," Arkamas Cip, .hbv 1960,l. 
"Desha County,"' Cotin& and ,Uunic@a! I~fomotzon & S~ervlces, 

ihtrp://!oca!. arkansm.~ov!I~c~~I ah~?a~encv=Desha%2OC01~n1v> (March 7,2007), and Chr.s Eatmon to Dr. Ann M. Early, 
Sep1emb:r 25,2006, Mound Cemetery Eeaers, Arkansas Hisroq Prestwalion Programs, LlttIe Rock, AR. 

Goodspeed, 'Desha County, Mkanszs Brogrzphies," in Biugraph ical and Historica! ,Mmolrf qf Sotlrhern d rk~nsas,  (Goodspeed 
Publishing Company, 1890; transcribed inro HTML by Louis Reitzammer). Availzble o h e  
<http:irnm~.raolsweb comi-ardeshdpodspd.h~m> (hne  6,20G7). 
10 Desha Counc~, Arkansas Cemeren, Records, McGehee, Arkansas: ME. Joseph Hillard Stmud and Marion McKinney Stmud, 
1983,32 and G o o d s p d ,  "Dtsha Comzy, Arkansas B~ographes." <:?ttp.i;mu:.r~~t sweb.com/-ardeshd~mdspd htm> (June 6. 
2007). 

'6Flmd hoses 1892," (Transcrrbed by Becky Roberts) Arra2a5le ~ n h n e :  WSGerNet, a Nonprof r Idaho Corporation, 
~ h t t p : : ; m ~ w . u s e e n n e t . o r e . ~ u s a ~ a r ~ c o u n ~  892.htm> (March ?, 2007). 
:' Dpsho Counry, Arkansas Cerneiery Records, 3 1. 
'' Chris Btmon to Dr Ann 22 Early. September 25.  20FJ6. 
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that of Rachel Horton who died on March 15, 18661 followed by the before-mentioned Oscar Bowles who 
drowned during the I874 flood. After the disastrous I: 927 flood, levees were built up to protect the nearby 
Arkansas City from flood waters. The land surrounding the mound began to be used for cemetery purposes 
as well as the mound itself after the land became safe from flood waters." 

One such person that was buried here was Oscar's son, JVilliam Mr. ~ow1es." Goodspeed records that 
ZViIliam \V. Bowles was the oldest man Iiving in the area while Goodspeed was making his historical 
account of the region, which was published in 1 390. U'illiam CV. Bowlts served as a representative of Desha 
County. William W. BowIes received a formal education at Washington College in Tmessee, which was a 
rarity in his time. He served in the Confederate A m y  in 1 86 1 a a private in Company G.  Twenty-third 
Arkansas. He was temporarily taken prisoner at the siege of Port Hudson, but was released after a few days. 
He served as justice of the peace and constable for Desha and Chimt William W. Bourles and his 
xife Elmira McMuIlan Bowles are both buried on top of the mound at the Mound Cemeterqr with a double 
marker inside the iron fence," 

Around 1 850 Arkansas City sprang up just to the south of Mr. Campbell's plantation. Following several 
flooding disasters t l e  county seat was moved to -4rkarmsas City during its timber boom. The  Campbell family 
died off follouing the Civil War and they are said to be buried on top of the mound however there are no 
markers that substantiate this.I8 Since their deaths the Mound Cemetery has come to be used as the public 
cemetery for Arkansas City 2nd this has protected the rnou.rd in a place where it might othewise have been 
destroyed. 

Since this rime, many up standing members of the community have been buried in the Mound Cemetery such 
as a founder of she nilasonf c h d g e  and Methodist Church in .Arkansas City, Robert Walker Smith. Born in 
Alabama in 1 843, he served in the Confederate Amy of Texas, Following the war he moved to Arkansas 
City. He and his wife and two daughters Hixie and Ina are all buried on the mound. 

The cemetery itself is still in use today by the people of Arkansas City. With tombstones marking dates 
ranging from 1 866 into the 1960s, the Mound Cemetery rqresents a centuv of Arkansas history. The 
tornbstones are marked by s)mbols of the Mosaic Templars, Knights and Daughters of Tabor, and Royal 
Circle of ~ r i e n d s . ' ~  Also veterans of U?Vi and 1%7i71i are buried in this cemetery. Wirh tombstones 

DRFho C D I I ~ ~ ,  Arkansas Cemetery Reprds, 3 1 . 
j 5  Desko Coun& Arkansas Cemetely Re~ords, 32. 
l6 Gcdspced, "Desha Cou~iy, Arkansas Biographies," <htt~:;iuww rcrctsu~b.com~-ard~sha~~cods~)d.hm~ (June 6,2007) 
15 D&n Counp, Arkansas Gemere.? Records, 3 2, 

'' Bowden, "Arkansas City Methodist Church Goes and Grows," 1. 
1P Early, Ann. Emad to Sydneyk'eager Intern of the Arkansas Hisroric P:esewztion Regisuy. Apnl 2. 200? 
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claiming over I00 years of heritage and the Mound representing the Ions-gone Mississippian Mound 
Builders, Mound Cemetery is a place of both historic and pre-historic significance. 

STATEMEX OF SIGNIFICUCE 
The >found Cemetery is located in the Arkansas City vjcinity of Desha County, Arkansas. With its burials 
dating back to the 1860s md containing the remains of some of the early settlers and prominent families of 
the Arkansas City area, the Mound Cemerery is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places 
under Criterion A with local significance for its associations with the period of exploration and settlement 
in the Arkansas City area. This cemetery Is also being nominated under Criteria Consideration D: 
cemetery. 
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Anderson, David G, and Robert C. Mainfort, Jr., ed. The Foodland Southeast. Tuscaloosa and London: The 
University of Alabama Press, 2002. 

Arkamas Ciy, AR - Google II.Iaps. (2007) 
~htt~:/!'~~~k~:.~oo~le.c~m~map~?q=Arkan~a~+City,*AR&a=X&~j=map&~t=ima~e> (March 1 9, 
2007). 

Bowden, Maude Trippe. "Arkansas City Methodist Church Goes md Grows." Arkansas City. Nov 1960. 

Chris Eatmon to Dr. Ann M. Early, September 25, 2006. hlound Cemetery Lerters, Arkansas History 
Preservation Propans, Little Rock, Ar. 

Deshn C o u n ~ ,  Arkansas Ceme~ery Records. McGehee, Arkansas: hhs. Joesph Hillard Sroud and hlasion 
Mckinney Stroud, 1983. 

"Desha County." Counp and ~Wuniclpal Informarion d Senices. 
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Cou~ty and Sate 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCNPTEOF 
The northeast corner s t ~ f t s  rtt 1 00 yards south of the intersection of County Road 35 1 and 
County Road 43 proceeding south 200 yards down County Road 351 also known as 
\IFXte Hill Road. Then proceed to the southwest corner 75 yards west of the southeast 
corner. Finally proceed north 200 yards to the northwest coma and 75 ya~ds east to the 
norlheast corner. 

BOI.NUARY JUSTIFICATIOX 
The boundaries contain all of t5e land historically associated with the Mound Cemetery. 
































