
NPS Form 20-900 
{Oct. 190) 

United Slates Department o f  the Interior 
~ a t i o n a l  Park  Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form 

This hrtn is for use in nominating or =questing detcrminalions for individual propenits and districts. See instructions in Hmr to Complete r h  .hhrional R e e f e r  
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I. Name o f  Property 

historic name Nan-Tmssell Building 

other nameslsite number 

2. Location 

street % number 202 North Main Street not for pubIicatian 

c i p  or row  Fordyce vicinity 

state Arkansas code AR county Dallas code 039 zip code 71742 

3. Statemederal Agency Certification 
- 

As the designated aurhorily undcr the Eiafianal Historic Preservation Act, as amended. I hereby certifv that thism nomination [7 
requmt for detcmination ofcligibil~ty meets the dmurnenmtion standards for rteistcring pmpenies in the Natinnal Register af Historic 
Places and meeu the pmdural and professional requiremen& set for i n  36 CFR Pwt 60. In my opinion, the property meePr 
dws not meet the Kadanal Register criteria I recommend that this property be considered significant * 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Prosram 
Sbtc or Federal sgency and burcau 

not mml thc National Register criteria. a See Continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 

Stale or Federal agency and bureau 

; Service 4. National Park Certification 

1 hercby certify that lhc properr). is Signature of the Keeper bate of Action 

t7; entered in t h e  National Register. 
See continualion sheet 

determined eligible Sor the 
National Register. 

See continuation sheet 
determined not eligible for rhe 

National Rtgistrr. 
removed from the National 

Rcgisttr. 

other. (explin:) 



Dallas County, Arkansas Njutt-Trussell Building 
Name of Ro~crt! County and State 

5. Classification 

Jwnership of Property Category of Property Number of R ~ o n r c e s  within Propestv - - 
iChwk as many boxes np apply) (Chmk only one box) @a not include previously lisled resources in count.) 

IXJ private 

[7 public-local [II district 
site 

Q structure 

object 

Contributing Noncuntr ibw t ins 

1 buildings 

sites 

structures 

obiects 

1 0 Total 

Name of related multiple property listing Number of Contributing resources previously listed 
(Enter WJA" if properly i s  not part of a multiple property lining.) in the National Register 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(Entcr carcgaries from instructions) 

Current Functions 
(Enter calegorics from instructions) 

CornmercelTrade: depament store Vacant/Ejot In Use 

Social: meeting hall 

Architectural Classification 
(Enler catenaries h r n  instructions) 

Other: l Centurv Commercial Swle 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation BRICK 
walls BRICK 

STUCCO 

roof ASPHALT 

other 

Narrative Description 
( k c r i k  rhe historic and current condition o f  the propert)' on one or more continuation she-.) 

SEE CONT. SHEETS 
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8, Statement of Significance 

. AppEicabIe National Register Criteria Levels of  Significance (local, state, national) 
(Mark 3' in one or more boxcs for the criteria qualieing the properly Local 
for Nalional Register listing.) 

A Property is asociated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patrerns of Areas of Significance Fnter camgorics from instructions) 

our history. Social History 
Commerce 

B Property i s  associated with the lives of persons Architecture 
significant in our past. 

C Property embodies the distinctive ctlaracteristics 
of a type, period, a t  method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distin~uishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance - 
individual distinction. 1883- 1950 

D Property has yielded, or is IikeceIy to yield, 
itiformation important in prehistory or history, 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark 3" in at1 thc bows that apply.) 

Property is: 
Q A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

C moved from its original location 

Significant Dates 
1883 
Ca. 1920 

Significant Person (Compktc if Criterion & i s  md-cd) 
h':A 

Cultural Affiliation (&mplw if Criarion D is marked) 
NIA 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property 
ArchitecVBuifder 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Unknown 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain lhe sslgificancc of Ihc propem on onc or more continuwion shets.) 
SF.E C(3NT. SHEETS 
9. M a j o r  Bihliogr~phical References 

Bibliography 
(Cite thc hooks. articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation she&.) 
SEE CONT. SHEET 
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location oh additional data: 

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 State Histaric Preservation Qfice 
CFR 67) has been requested Other State Agency 

" previously listed in the National Register Federal Agency 
Previously determined eligible by the National a Local Government 
Register University 

23 designated a National Historic Landmark mher 
recorded by Historic American Bui!dings Survey Name of repository: 
# 



Dallas Countv. Arkansas 
Counry and Starc 

10. Geogmphical Data 

.Acreage of Property Less than one acre. 

UTM References 
(Place addizionol LTM refweooes on a continuation sheel.} 

1 15 554470 j74 1290 
Zone East in  Northing 

2 
See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
[Qcscrik the boundaries of the p r o p @  on a continuation sheer.) 
Lot Twelve (12) in Block Five (53 and 3 feet offthe South side of Lot Eleven (1 1) in Block Five ( 5 )  of the Original. Town of 
Fordyce, Arkansas, Except a triangular strip of land off of the rear end of said Lot and past of Lot facing 28 feet on the alley and 
40 feet on Second Street. 
Boundary Justification 
The boundary inclr~des all land historically associated with the property. 
(Explain why the boundaries wem selected an a mnlinuation sheet) 

-- 

1 1. Form ~ r e ~ a r e d  Rv 

nam~~titlle Agnes Phillips 

organimtion Dallas County Museum date 403,8100 

srreet & number 221 N. Main P.O. Box 703 telephone (370)352-7202 

- c i r y o r t o ~ m  Fordyce state AR t i p  code 71742 

-, Additional Documentation 
Stb rn~ t  lhc followinf ircrns will) the c~mpleted form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the  property*^ location 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or nurnemus resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with [he SHPO or FPO for any additional irems.) 

Papcmork Reduction Act Statement: This information is beine. cotlectcd for applications u, the h'ationd Register o f  Historic Places to nominate propenits for 
listing or dcterminc eligibility for listing, to list propwlics, and lo amend existing listing Response to his request i s  required *I obtain a bcncfi! in accordance 
with rhe Nauonal Historic Preservation A c t  as amended (16 U.S C. 470 ef seq.) 

kt imated  Budtn Statement: Public reporting burden for this form i s  estimated to averagc 18.1 hours per response includine time for reviewing instmctfons, 
gathering and maintaining data and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this Burdrn estimate or any xpecl o f  this form to the Chief, 
Adrnin~srrat~vc Services Dir, ision, National Park Sewice, P. 0 Box 31 127, Washingrm, DC 20013-7127: and the Ofice of Management and B u d ~ t ,  Paperno& 
Rcdoctiom Pmjccts (1023-00t8). \Cfuhin=%n. DC 20303. 
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SUMMARY 

Located on Main Street in downtown Fordyce the Nutt-Trussell building was constructed in 1 883 and it was 
the first two-story brick stnicture erected in the developing railroad town of Eordyce, Arkmas.  This 
nineteenth century two-story brick masonry commercial budding is designed in a simple rectangular plan 
that was very common and popular for this time period. The building is crowed on the west and south 
elevations by a small stucco covered brick parapet. Since its construction in 1 883, the brick veneer w a s  
covered circa1 920 with stucco and the decorative cornice was also removed. The building was constructed at 
the same time as the neighboring building as a whole unit; however, the sections were sold to different 
owners and have sewed different functions throughout their years of operation. 

ELABORATION 
1 

The Nutt-Tmssell Building located on Main Street in Fordyce, A t h a s ,  is a tzvo-story, brick cornmetcial 
building that was sheathed in stucco circa 1920. The built-up asphalt roof and brick walls rest on a 
continuous brick foundation. 

West Elevation 
The fa~ade of the building fronts west and is fenestrated with a recessed singIe door entryway that is flanked 
by single pane glass storefront windows. The first floor windous are intact, but have been covered in an 
attempt to protect the windows from vandals. The second floor of tZle building is fenestrated by four 
symmetrically placed two-over-two window and is crowned by a parapet. The two-over-ho windows on 
the second story are unadorned except for a few remaining panes of snowflake glass that were installed for 
privacy on the second floor, which served as the town" Masonic lodge in the late 1800s. Tbe earliest 
photograph available (1908) shows an ornamental cornice on the building that does not appear in the 1930 
photograph. 

South Elevation 
The south side elevation is fenestrated with five two-over-two windows on the second floor and one small 
round stationary window located to the east side of the third double- hung window, There are six supporting 
pilasters that are evenly spaced along this elevation running form the ground to the parapet adding a small 
amount of detail to the building. The first floor of the south elevation features a double door side entrance. 
One windeu; one door, and one small round window have been infilled (date unknowm) with brick and 
stucco. Another window has been covered with wood but remains intact. 

East Elevation 
The rear of the building faces east and is fenestrated by two centrally located one-over-one double-hung 
window on the second story. The first story wall is devoid of any fenestration or ornamentation. There was 
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a building attached to the rear of the structure, but it has been removed exposing the original brick veneer of 
the building. 

North Elevation 
The north side of the building shares a party wall with the neighboring store building, which was constructed 
at the same time. 

Interior 
The interior has had virtually no alterations. The original wood floor is still intact on the first floor. The 
second-floor of the building can be accessed by the main stairway at the rear of the building's interior, or by 
a narrow staircase at the front of the building that leads to the second floor through a trap door. The second 
story of the building remains pristine and displays the checkerboard tile floor located in the room that once 

- served as the Masonic hall. 

Integrity 
The Nutt-Taussell building in Fordyce has been altered with the application of stucco, removal of cornice and 
infill of some windows; however, the addition of the stucco and the removal of the cornice both took place 
before 1 930 making both historic alterations. The second floor of the building still retains most of its original 
features as no windours have been altered on the second story. The building maintains integrity of setting, 
location, feeling, and design, as it is located on Main Street near the old railroad tracks in dowmtown 
Fordyce. 
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The Nutt-Trussell Building in downtown Fordyce, Arkansas, is being nominated to the National Register of 
Historic Places with Focal significance umder Criterion A for the role it played in the economic development 
of Fordyce. Tt is also being nominated under Criterion C as the best extant and oldest ttw story 1 91h Century 
commercial building in Fordyce, Arkansas. 

ELABORATION 

With the arrival of the main line Cotton Belt Railroad in 1882, Fordyce was transformed into a hub of 
commerce. New people and new money asrived quickly and businesses were hastily constructed along the 
railroad tracks. Substantial brick buildings were soon constructed along Chief Street, which WTK later 
changed to Main Street. TPle Nutt-Trussell Building was the first two story brick building constnicted in 
Fordyce and it was built to  house Nut? & Barnes Company General Merchandise. This was the first 
important building in Fordyce and it signaled the prosperity brought about by the arrival of the railroads that 
played an influentia1 role in the growth and development af Fordyce and Dallas County. 

The Nutt Building (later known as the Nutt-Trussell Building) was constructed in 1883 and appeared on the 
ta.~ records in 1884. Robert Nutt operated his business in this location until his death in 1892. According to a 
family history Robert Nutt died at the young age of forty. Nutt was wealthy and owned large tracts of land, 
as well as his prosperous retail business on Main Street. After Nutt's death, his widow, Julia, supposedly cut 
her hair very short and did not leave the house for over a year after he died. She neglected d1 business and 
lost all of the accumulated wealth that her husband had amassed. This is supported by the Dallas County tax 
records. Ln 1894 and 1895, the George Taylor Commission Company paid taxes on this building and from 
1896 until 1916, the Bank of Fordyce paid the taxes on the building. During a portion of this time the building 
senled as the Bank of Fordyce. 

The second story ofthe building has a separate history of its own. OR December 19,1885, E. M. Lodge No. 
363 officially occupied their new hall on the second floor of the Nutt Building. Lodge No. 363 met here 
almost continuously until the organization built a new building in 1960. The meeting hall still has many of 
its original furnishings such as the platforms located around the room, the stage, remnants o f  the 
checkerboard floor, and a few remaining panes of snowflake glass in the windows. 

On May 13,1897, The Southtlrestern Telegraph and Telephone Company was given a franchise to operate in 
Fordyce. In 1900, R. T. Holderness, CharIes McKee, H. T. Chandler and B. F, Edwuds organized the Home 
Telephone Company and built the first telephone exchan~e in the city by 1903, it was necessary to rebuild the 
entire system. The office was moved horn the rear of Holdemess Drug Store to the second story of the 
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Nutt Building and a new switchboard of 150 line capacity was installed. By 1908, the Home Telephone 
Company needed even more space and moved to the newly constructed McKee Building (the building 
currently occupied and o-med by the Dallas County Museum), where the telephone company remained until 
1960. The Home Telephone Company is a core company of ALLTEL Corporation. 

In 1916, the Nutt Building was purchased by L. L. Trussell to house his new business, "The People's Store". 
This was a simple business that catered to its customers with a Jine of general merchandise of goad quaIity 
and affordable prices. The store routinely operated long hours each day with the exception of Sunday. 
During the cold wjnter days Mr. Trussell was known to open his store as early as 5:30 am, selling gloves, 
boots and hats to accommodate the early shifi of uwtkers en route to the Fordyce Lumber Company. The 
People's Store was an important fixture in the Fordyce economy for many years until it closed in the early 
sixties. Several businesses operated in this building after the People's Store closed, but they were short lived 
and the building was eventually boarded up and abandoned in the early 1980s. L. L. TrusseIl and later his 
descendents, held title to the building until it was deeded to the Dallas County museum in the year 2000. 

Dr. Thomas TmsseI1, the grandson of L. L. Trussell, gave the Nutt-Tmssell Building to the Dallas County 
Museum in August 2000. The museum plans to restore the Masonic Hall, use the first floor for large static 
agricultural displays, and use the remainder of the building for storage. 

Significance 
The Nun-Tmssell building i s  being nominated to the National Register of Historic PIaces with Iacal 
significance under Criterion A for its direct association with the economic development of Fordyce, 
Arkansas, a s  it housed significant businesses such as Nutt & Barnes Company General Merchandise, the 
Home Telephone Company, and the "People's Store" aIl of which were important to Fordyce's economy. 
The building also contributed to the social enrichment of Fordpce as it housed the E. M. Lodge 363 from 
1885 through 1960. It is also being nominated under Criterion C as the best and oldest example of a two 
story 1 9 ' ~  Century commercial building in Fordyce. 
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